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THE WAR

In the weeks of the preparation of this
newsletter there was only one main topic
of discussion — the war. The more | lis-
tened to the news the more | realised the
spiritual parallels that exist and | thought
I would just underline one or two and
comment how they should be part of our
lives and this ministry.

I am aware in writing this that there will
be those who feel that President Bush and
Prime Minister Blair were right to go to
war and those who feel they were wrong.
Please note | am not making a political
statement and | am not going to enter into
correspondence on those issues. Simply
there were lessons that were underlined
for me by the events.

We are in a battle

This is one of the simplest lessons but
one which often we forget. Whether we
feel relaxed or ‘at peace’ we should al-
ways remember that we have an enemy
that is seeking to ‘devour us’ (1 Peter
5:8). The reason he cannot is because we
are sober, alert and we resist him in the
Lord. When we stop realising we are in a
battle and feel we can take things easy —
Satan already has partial inroads into our
lives.

There is a difference between the inner
peace that the Lord gives in the midst of
the battle and the slothful, couldn’t care
less attitude of unrealistic hearts that sim-
ply claim all is okay no matter what the
reality is.

Singleness of vision

Whether these human leaders are right or
not once they had made up their minds
they would not be swayed from their
goal. We need that same single eye with
regard to the revealed will of God within
the Scriptures for His people. God has an
absolute will and is not moved by relativ-
ism. Double vision | believe is where we
move the goalposts from the position
God placed them and decide to set our
own goals in the position we fancy.

Ephesians 4 talks of being equipped by
the Lord through His servants and then
shows that what we learn and receive, we
need to work out. There are results for
such mature ones, as the Scripture calls
them, and that is that they are not tossed
here and there by every little puff of doc-

trine. Nothing affects our vision more
than being tossed up and down on roll-
ing seas. One moment we see where we
are going and the next we are totally
blinded by the wall of water in front of
us.

If we follow every new ‘rumour’ that
emerges or latest ‘fad’” we are missing
the singleness of vision which is vital if
we are to follow the Lord with all our
hearts.

Determination to be
victorious

In Scripture we are told that we are al-
ready victorious in Christ. The sentence
has been passed but as yet has not been
carried out. So we see in 1 John 4:8 that
the finished work of Jesus Christ
“brought to nought” the works of the
Devil. We may still see them but the
weapons he uses are powerless against
those who truly abide in Christ.

Our determination should be to see the
reality of this in our daily lives and let
nothing deflect us from it. Will we ever
be perfect in this life — | doubt it — but
we need to be determined to allow the
Lord to bring the reality of this into our
daily lives. We need to be like the apple
tree whose roots go deep into the soil so
that even when there is lack of rain it
draws on the resources of goodness
within the ground. It abides there draw-
ing the life through the tree and produc-
ing the fruit. Compare this with the
Christmas tree that has everything put
on from the outside and not much later
starts dying and the ‘pretty’ additions
fall off.

Our victory will come as we abide in
Christ and draw from His life not when
we get a good idea or doctrine of man
and try and put them on as second hand
clothes that do not really fit properly.

Mistakes made along
the way

We will make mistakes along the way
but are we ready to deal with them prop-
erly and then carry on with following
Christ?

Saying sorry is not always easy and
sometimes you hear someone say the
words but feel it is not genuine. We deal
with our mistakes by saying sorry from
the heart. Whether that is in true repen-
tance to God involving turning away
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from the things that are dragging us
down. Or dealing with things between
other Christians so that Satan does not
have any foothold in our attitude to our
brothers and sisters.

What is the evidence?

Finally we come back to the question

that is still on many lips at the time of
writing, is there any evidence of weap-
ons of mass destruction? Evidence is
vital, it may not persuade everyone but
we must ensure that we have it and are
able to communicate it. In the same
way whenn we come back to apologet-
ics — making a reasoned defence - evi-

dence is vital.

What is your evidence for the fact that
Christianity is right? What is your evi-
dence that God has forgiven you? What
is your evidence that the Bible is true?
May we know the evidence and then
may the Holy Spirit give us words to
communicate.

Myers Briggs Type Indicator

Introduction

With its popularity in the work place to-
day, we are often asked questions about
personality type testing. It is based on a
theory that all people have a
demonstrable personality type, and that
this type can be placed within a universal
range. How does this affect us?

As far as we can see the theory was
developed by Jung the well known
contemporary and protagonist of Freud,
although type theory goes back at least to
Hippocrates in the middle of the fifth
century B.C. when he defined the four
humours theory (Sanguine, Choleric,
Melancholic and Phlegmatic).

Jung’s theory

Jung taught that every personality fits
somewhere within pairs of extremes, or
dichotomies. He taught that extraverts
way outnumber introverts. The extravert
is the person

"who goes by the influence of the
external world--say society or sense
perceptions..."

The introvert

"goes by the subjective factor... he
bases himself on the world from

within... and... is always afraid of the
external world... He always has a
resentment”.

Jung also claimed that

“there is no such thing as a pure
extravert or a pure introvert. Such a
man would be in the lunatic asylum.
They are only terms to designate..., a
certain tendency... the tendency to be
more influenced by environmental
factors, or more influenced by the
subjective factor, that's all. There are
people who are fairly well balanced and
are just as much influenced from within

as from without, or just as little".

Thinking and feeling is another pair of
extremes.

"Thinking, roughly speaking, tells you
what [something] is. Feeling tells you
whether it is agreeable or not, to be
accepted or rejected.”

The final dichotomy, according to Jung,
is the sensation/intuition dichotomy.

"Sensation tells you that there Is
something....a perception via the
unconscious”. [The material quoted
here is from the second and fourth of
four filmed interviews between Jung
and Richard I. Evans of the University
of Houston in 1957.]

History of Myers Briggs

The Myers Briggs Type Indicator
(MBTI) is probably the most popular
self-insight psychological test in use
today, with, according to the Consulting
Psychologists Press Inc., at least
2,000,000 people per year completing it.
It is widely used in business, industry,
education and government. MBTI
profiles are also wused in career
counselling or as a basis for matching
work or life partners or for selecting
suitable people for special tasks.

The MBTI was first developed by Isabel
Myers (1897-1979) and her mother,
Katharine Briggs.

Neither Katharine nor Isabel was trained
in psychology. Katharine's father was a
teacher at Michigan Agricultural
College, which later became Michigan
State University and her husband was a
research physicist who became Director

of the Bureau of Standards in
Washington. Isabel had a bachelor's
degree in political science from

Swarthmore College, and it was at this
college in Swarthmore, a suburb of

Philadelphia, that she met her husband
Clarence Myers who went on to become
a lawyer. It was apparently because
Clarence was so different from the
Briggs’ family that Katherine became
interested in type theory and read Jung’s
book “Psychological Types”.

Katherine introduced Isabel to Jung's
book, and mother and daughter both
became keen students of personality
typing casting. They came to see type
identification as a means to help people
understand themselves and each other so
that they might work in jobs or
vocations that matched their personality
types. Their stated intention was to make
people happier and make the world a
more creative, productive and peaceful
place in which to live.

What is Myers Briggs?

The Myers-Briggs Type Indicator uses the
Jung model of grades between extremes. The
four scales of the MBTI system are:

Extraversion/Introversion; Sensate/
Intuitive; Thinking/Feeling; and
Judging/Perceiving.

A series of 120 carefully selected
questions are used to establish where the
candidate fits into these tables of
extremes. The answers to these
questions are used to categorise each
candidate. The system presumes that
there are 16 basic personality categories
(it does allow for variations of these).

Is Myers Briggs reliable?

This is an extended quotation from the
Gale Encyclopaedia of Psychology,

“With any psychological test, its use is
dependent on its reliability and
validity. A reliable test is one that
produces consistent results over time.
For example, 1Q tests have high
reliability, inasmuch as your 1Q as
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measured today will not be appreciably
different a year from now. The MBTI's
reliability is only fair. One study
showed that fewer than half of the
respondents retained their initial types
over a 5-week period. Consequently, we
should be careful about making career
decisions based on a classification
system that is unstable. People change
over time as a result of experience.
The MBTI may capture a person's
current state, but that state should
probably not be treated as a fixed
typology. Does the MBTI assist in
career counselling? Is the test
diagnostic of successful performance in
particular occupations? These questions
pertain to validity-the ability of the
test to predict future performance.
There have been no long-term studies
showing that successful or unsuccessful
careers can be predicted from MBTI
profiles. Nor is there any evidence that
on-the-job performance is related to
MBTI1 scores. Thus, there is a
discrepancy between the MBTI's
popularity and its proven scientific
worth. From the point of view of the
test-taker, the MBTI provides positive
feedback in the form of unique
attributes that are both vague and
complimentary, and thus could appeal to
large numbers of people. It is possible
that the MBTI could be useful as a

vehicle for guiding discussions about
work-related problems, but its utility
for career counselling has not been
established.” - The Gale Encyclopedia

of Psychology [ http://gale.com

Personality testing and MBTI in
particular is here found to be of “only
fair” reliability and it’s use even in
career counselling doubtful.

What are the implications?

The Myers Briggs Type Indicator is
probably the most thorough personality
testing system of its kind. It is an
indicator whose major usefulness is in
choosing a career or deciding
compatibility in marriage or special
tasks. As we have seen its reliability is
only fair, and this must be taken into
consideration when considering this
system, but for the committed evangeli-
cal Christian there are other factors
which should be considered.

Although personality testing does not
appear to have any ‘spiritual
implications’, there is an important issue
which is not perhaps immediately
apparent. According to the apostle Paul,
discerning Gods perfect will for our
lives is a matter of being totally
committed to God “offering our bodies
as a living sacrifice, not conforming to
this world, but being transformed by a
constant renewing of the
mind” [Romans 12:1,2] There are many

subtle manipulators in today’s world to
direct our affairs. Astrology is one of
them. How many people are affected in
their decisions by a horoscope read in
their daily newspaper? Finance is
another subtle manipulator, for instance
people are frequently edged into careers
for which they are not entirely suited
because their ideal choice would
command a lower salary. Peer pressure
and the prevailing spirit of the age are
other choice manipulators. The experience
of the author of this article is that adequate
time reading the Bible and seeking God in
contemplation and prayer (perhaps one
hour each day would be a good starting
point), will provide a much more reliable
directive for our lives than any personality
type indicator.

The Myers Briggs Type Indicator®and MBTI® are
registered trademarks of Consulting Psychologists
Press Inc., in the USA and Oxford Psychologists
Press Ltd has exclusive rights to the trademark in
the UK. Management Team Roles Indicator® and
MTR-i®, a development of the MBTI, are the

registered trademarks of S.P Myers. S P Myers is
no relation to Isabel Myers

Sources of Information

The Skeptics Dictionary [http://skepdic.com
The Gale Encyclopedia of Psychology [ http:/
gale.com ]

Kiersey & Bates “Please Understand Me -
Character and Temperament Types” Prometheus
Nemesis Book Company.

Eysenck & Wilson “Know your Own Personality”
P el i c an B o o k s
Roth  “Introduction to Psychology” Open
University

LLOWE

INTRODUCTION

When talking about Halloween, it is not
always easy to divorce the truth from the
myth, however | have tried to do so and
have evidence for all statements made in
this article. We need to be sensible about
what we say to those who do not see any-
thing wrong with the practice as exag-
geration will only loose credibility. This
situation not been helped by extreme
‘Christian” claims about what happens on
Halloween.

The celebration of Halloween goes back
to the ancient Celtic festival of Samhain
(pronounced ‘sow-en’ or ‘sah-ween’).
This is the celebration of the end of har-
vest and the beginning of winter and as
such pictures death and dying. It was on

this night that many people thought that
the barrier between the human world and
the supernatural world was broken
down.

A common pagan belief was that the
spirits of those who died during the pre-
vious year could not go to their “final
resting place*” until they were properly
prepared - until then, they wandered. A
common tradition was to placate the
spirits and send them off on a one-way
trip to the nether world by ‘treating’
them — food, drink etc. If a spirit was not
‘treated’ well, it could ‘trick,” or haunt,
those who had neglected preparing it for
leaving this world.

SUPERNATURAL

This evening has always been associated

with supernatural realms.

“During this interval the normal order
of the universe is suspended, the bar-
riers between the natural and the su-
pernatural are temporarily removed...
all divine beings and the spirits of the
dead move freely among men and in-
terfere, sometimes violently, in their
affairs.” - Celtic Mythology, Proinsias
MacCana p. 127.

“Because the Celtic day started at
sunset... the festival began on the eve
of 1 November, when the souls of the
departed were supposed to revisit
their old homes in order to warm
themselves by the fire and to comfort
themselves with the good cheer.. All
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Hallows" Eve, as the beginning of winter
and the dying time of the old year, was
a night when the dead stalked the coun-
tryside. Offerings of food and drink
were put out for the ghosts,” - Man,
Myth and Magic, Vol. 1, p. 67.

As many felt this was a time when the
souls of the dead revisited their homes,
there was the preoccupation with ghosts,
demons and the like. This in turn led to
many feeling they needed to placate the
supernatural powers, especially those con-
trolling nature and so offerings of food etc
would be made.

In Celtic and Anglo-Saxon times this was
also the eve of the New Year and bon-
fires were lit to ward off evil spirits. At
other times it was felt that this was a
good evening to invoke the Devil's help
concerning marriages, health, etc., by
means of divination.

The Druids regarded Halloween as a sa-
cred time.

The Druid rites... were concerned with
making contact with the spirits of the
departed, who were seen as sources of
guidance and inspiration rather than as
sources of dread.. The dead are hon-
oured and feasted, not as the dead, but
as living spirits of loved ones and of
guardians who hold the root-wisdom of
the tribe. - The Elements of the Druid
Tradition by Philip Carr-Gomm, p.70.
What about sacrifices though? Some
would say that this has been the case in
the past.

“.. the Celtic festival of the dead,
Samain (was) an occasion marked by
burning human offerings” - The Druids
and their Heritage, H. Ward Ruther-
ford, p. 24.

“In the eighth century All Saints® Day
was moved to November 1 or Samhain
from its original date, May 13, which in
Roman times had been a day dedicated
to the Lemures, malevolent gods which
drank human blood” - The Black Arts,
Richard Cavendish, p. 334.

“We are informed by Keating that the
Irish Druids on the eve of Samhain
burned their victims in the holy fire.” -
The History and Origins of Druidism,
Lewis Spencer, p. 105.

“.. human sacrifice was a frequent and
common element in their religious pro-
cedure. No sacrifice might be carried
out except in the presence of a Druid.”
- 1bid, p. 104.

SPECIAL DAYS

Four major high days were celebrated in
the Celtic territories - Samhain, Oimelc,
Beltane & Lughnasadh. There were also
four additional High Days - Winter Sol-
stice or "Midwinter,” Spring Equinox,
Summer Solstice or "Midsummer,” and
Fall Equinox

In Celtic myth many events happened on
Samhain that had to do with the tempo-
rary victory of the forces of darkness.

When Celts were absorbed by the Ro-
man Empire, Druids were allowed to
continue all their ceremonies, “except
human sacrifice,” but new rituals of Ro-
man origins were incorporated into Hal-
loween. This included worship of
Pomona, goddess of the harvest. Apples
were the sacred fruit of this goddess, and
many games of divination involving ap-
ples entered the Samhain customs, the
most popular involved bobbing for apples.

CHRISTIANITY

Christianity came but pagan festivals
still lured them away. Therefore the
Church designated October 31 and No-
vember 1 as the ‘Holy Evening’ - Hal-
loween and Holy Day of All Saints.
Pope Gregory 111 moved All Hallows' or
All Saints Day, the day which com-
memorated the saints and martyrs, from
13 May to 1 November. It was hoped by
this to make these days spiritually edify-
ing and show the supremacy of the gos-
pel over pagan superstition.

He wanted to show that there was no
need to placate spirits, eternal life is of-
fered to all who believe in the atonement
of Jesus Christ. There was no need to
fear the "tricks" of those who have died;
Christians reflected on the lives and
deaths of those who were faithful and
used them as role models for their own
walk with the Lord.

MODERN DAY

Occult celebration of Samhain is not
however just confined to the past, we
read,

“Another organization with a history
of indoor gathering is the church and
School of Wicca. Since the late
1970"s, they have held an annual Sam-
hain Seminar, with worship, rituals and
guest speakers. Approximately 40,000
students have taken some part in their
course of study.” - Drawing Down the
Moon, Margot Adler, 1986 p. 423.

TWO FACES

A telephone poll of 1,005 adults taken
between Oct. 21-24 1999 revealed the
following

e A third said they believe in ghosts (3
times the number Of 20 years ago.)

e 20% said they believe in witches
(twice the number of the late 1970s

e Almost nine of 10 said they have no
objections to Halloween on religious
grounds

However we see today that there are in-

deed two faces to Halloween, the inno-

cent and the dangerous.

Innocent

e There is the innocent party without a
demon in every ‘pumpkin’.

e ‘Trick 0o’ Treat” maybe bribery to
stop vandalism and can cause social
problems but not necessarily occult
ones.

e Dressing up as a ghost or demon
does not necessarily bring those at-
tributes upon you.

Dangerous

e Halloween is a night for witchcraft
and whether it is “white” or “black”
there is a power that we read in the
Bible does not come from God.

e The whole subject of Halloween is
one of darkness, the dead and super-
natural powers.

e In exceptional cases maybe someone
can get directly affected but there is
the danger of being led down the
path of the occult.

SUMMARY

For many Halloween has nothing to do
with “worshipping” the Devil - it has to
do with the celebration of the season of
the year. The main cause of concern re-
mains, which power they are seeking to
affect their lives.

At the very least surely we must avoid
the glamorisation of the Occult and the
Bible is clear on its warnings about the
Occult - such involvement is an abomina-
tion to the Lord - Deuteronomy 18:10-12.

The New Testament gives several exam-
ples of proper Christian response to the
Occult - see for instance Acts 16:16-18
and 19:13-16; 19.

See further on this subject in the Apolo-
jetics article on p.11 and do not miss our
Special Offer on Halloween Tracts on
p.10.
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WATCH THE M OWER

The Eternally Begotten-ness
of Jesus Part1

by Andrew Harrison

In the Book of Common Prayer we have
the Creed of Athanasius which tell us;

‘The Father eternal, the Son eternal
and the Holy Ghost eternal...yet they
are ..one eternal..The Son is..not made,
not created, but begotten - God, of the
Substance of the Father, begotten be-
fore the worlds’

This article considers the validity of this
statement using the Bible as total and fi-
nal authority on doctrinal issues. This ar-
ticle does not intend to prove the deity of
Jesus within the Trinity (that is left to
other articles), but the starting point is the
knowledge that Jesus has always existed
as equally God with the Father and the
Holy Spirit apart of the Trinity. The ques-
tion we seek to answer here is,

The Scripture clearly speaks of Jesus as
‘begotten’ from God the Father. Does this
begotten-ness refer to Jesus simply from
the time of His incarnation (through
Mary), or from eternity?

The Gospels frequently refer to Jesus as
the Son of God or Son of Man and one
may at first understand this to refer sim-
ply to His incarnation (having been con-
ceived in the virgin Mary), therefore, He
is ‘Son of Man’ through Mary and ‘Son
of God’ through the Holy Spirit. However
this sonship is strongly emphasised by the
constant references to it and this must
prompt us to consider there may be an
‘eternal’ significance for this title. There
is very little in the Old Testament that can
be drawn on to clearly convey this point
about God’s sonship, but the same could
be said of the concept of the Trinity.
These are however brought to light in
New Testament times.

‘for the law was given through Moses;
grace and truth came through Jesus
Christ, (John 117 ESV)

‘..the mystery of Christ, which was not
made known to the Sons of men in other
generations as it has now been revealed
to his holy apostles and prophets by the
Spirit’ (Ephesians 3: 4-5 ESV)

2003/2

Believing in this eternal sonship can be a
problem to some because they may feel
that it implies that there must have been
a time when Jesus was not, or that Jesus
is to be perceived as a lesser being than
the Father. But we cannot fit God into
our own limited perceptions. The impor-
tant part is to discover what the Scrip-
ture says on the subject, and by this
marker alone the doctrine stands or falls.

As | said we have already established in
other articles that Jesus is equally God,
yet he clearly has His own function or
relationship within the Trinity. After all,
a human child is as much a human as his
parents are, and that Parent — Son rela-
tionship remains, whatever the status of
either over the years. Neither is inferior
to the other. And it seems more appro-
priate that the Father would sacrifice his
own Son (present) in response to the
crying need on Earth rather than produce
a Father-Son relationship for the job to
fulfil John 3:16. Nonetheless we will
see what the Scripture has to say. It is
however worth pointing out that if the
idea of a part of God being in a sonship
relationship is so alien to being God,
then he would have appeared in a differ-
ent form or through other means. It
would be inconceivable for Jesus to
say:-

‘But concerning that day or hour no
one knows, not even the angels of
heaven, nor the Son, but the Father
only’ (Matt 24 : 36). And after Jesus
had shaken off the ‘mortal coil' it
would not be the ‘Son’ who comes the
next time. But we are told : ‘As were
the days of Noah, so will be the coming
of the ‘Son of Man’ (Matt 24:37 ESV)

The fact that the concept of an ‘eternal
birth’ is beyond our comprehension or
experience is no excuse for disbelieving.
Similarly, the virgin birth is a concept
we can hardly grasp or even regard as
ethical, but we cannot challenge that
without denying that Jesus is God. The
eternally begotten-ness of Jesus is per-
haps the perfect example of which hu-
man birth is a tiny reflection.

Sons of God

Even Adam was called ‘the son of God’
by Luke (Luke 3:38) (ESV) We know

from the book of Genesis that Adam was
created, albeit uniquely directly from the
dust of the ground straight into
‘adulthood’. It may be the uniqueness
that is the key here. God ‘breathed into
his nostrils the breath of life, and the
man became a living creature, (Genesis
2:7 ESV). We must remember too that
Adam in some ways pre-figured Jesus
who is referred to as the ‘last Adam’. (1
Cor. 15:45 ESV) The first Adam was the
imperfect ‘Son of God’ and failed, the
second ‘Adam’ was the perfect Son of
God and brought redemption from the
death that came through Adam number
one.

Also the angels are referred to as ‘sons
of God’ in Job chapter 1 as elsewhere.
We know nothing of the process of crea-
tion, but they are never singled out as
‘the son of God’.

Only-begotten

As John 1:14,18;3:16,17 and 1 John 4:9
point out in the Greek, Jesus is the ‘only
begotten” (from the Greek ‘monogenes’
meaning ‘only-born’ or ‘only-begotten”)
Some Bibles translate it in a way that
emphasises the uniqueness and special-
ness of Jesus’ sonship, and therefore
read ‘only Son’ (ESV) or ‘one and only
Son’ (NIV), rather than the more literal
‘only begotten Son” (NKJV,NRSV)
which | personally prefer. But perhaps it
is right to dwell on the uniqueness of the
Father — sonship relationship since we
too readily confuse the ‘eternal begot-
ten-ness’ with what we know of human
child-birth. It is perhaps the reality of
Jesus’ sonship relationship within the
Godhead which is more important than
imagining an eternal process of giving
birth.

Even the Old Testament sits comfortably
with the idea of a ‘son’ being called
‘Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince
of Peace’ (Isaiah 9:6 ESV) This proph-
ecy does not simply reflect his earthly
humanity because it says in the same
verse:

‘for to us a child is born, to us a son is
given; and the government shall be
upon his shoulder’.

On whose ‘shoulder’ will the
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‘government’ be? On the ‘Son’s’. When
will this take place? After the resurrec-
tion, as it says in Acts chapter 2 (See
verses 34-35):

‘Sit at my right hand, until | make your
enemies your footstool’ (Acts 2:34-35)

The Sonship is clearly linked to Jesus
well after He has left his human body.

Today | Have begotten you

‘The Lord said to me," You are my Son;
today | have begotten you” (Psalm 2:7
ESV)

This passage refers to an earthly king of
Israel in its immediate context and pro-
phetically to Jesus the King of kings.
God declared the king begotten ‘today’
during the king’s adulthood. (See in the
context of verse 6). As far as a human is
concerned he can be reborn spiritually.
As far as Jesus is concerned he did not
need to repent, but He is the begotten of
God eternally, at all times, in every cir-
cumstance. Verse 9 clearly places it in
the area of prophecy about Jesus
(compare Revelation 2:27). Psalm 2:7 is
used in reference to Jesus in Hebrews
1:5, 5:5.

Psalms 2:12 tells us to:

‘Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and you
perish in the way, for his wrath is quickly
kindled' (ESV)

The Old Testament owns this ‘sonship’
within the Godhead although even with
Isaiah 9:6 the Jews did not comprehend
it;

Without dealing with every passage in
the New Testament | think that Romans
chapter 1 sums it up quite well:

" and was declared to be the Son of God
in power according to the Spirit of holi-
ness by his resurrection from the dead,
Jesus Christ is Lord’ (Romans 1:4 ESV)

If the resurrection declared Jesus to be
the “‘Son’ then surely we have eternal sig-
nificance here. Ps. 2:7 is directly quoted
in connection with the resurrection too in
Acts 13:33.

Firstborn

Jesus is the ‘“firstborn (prototokos) as we
are told in Mathew 1:25, Luke 2:7, Co-
lossians 1:15, 18, Hebrews 1:6 and Reve-
lation 1:5.

This can signify being ‘prior in genera-
tion” or ‘first-born head of a spiritual
family.” Jesus is both, and is also heir of
all things as we shall see later. Colos-
sians 1:15 tells us that Jesus is:

‘The firstborn of all creation’ (ESV)

He is above all and over all, and the
ruler of all things as all things were
made through him (see Col. 1:16).

As Bruce M Metzger says in his article
‘The Jehovah’s Witnesses and Jesus
Christ’, if the word ‘prototokos’ was in-
tended to show that Jesus was a created
being rather than being “firstborn’, then
Paul could have wused the word
‘protoktistos’ meaning “first created’.

Some Particular Scriptures
Hebrews 1:7:

‘But in these last days he has spoken to
us by his Son, whom he appointed the
heir of all things, through whom also he
created the world’ (ESV)

Jesus is heir of all things because he is
the Father’s Son, pure and simple. The
subordination aspect of the relationship
can be pointed out by the word ‘through’
— through whom He [the Father] created
the world.’

This point is confirmed elsewhere in-
cluding in John 1:3:

‘All things were made through him
‘(ESV)

This is never said of the Father — all
things were always made by Him.

1 Corinthians 15:24-28

This passage is set in our future. The
‘Father’ and ‘Son’ are named as such in
the context of our future, thousands of
years after the resurrection of Jesus.
Verse 28 says:

‘.. the son himself will also be subjected
to him who put all things in subjection
under him, that God may be all in
all’ (ESv)

For God to be ‘all in all’ at the end of
time, the Son must be in subjection to
the Father. This ‘sonship’ must be eter-
nally significant. Jesus is equally God
within the Godhead, therefore His posi-
tion of subjection can only be in the
sense of a Father — sonship type relation-
ship and function.

Revelation 1:13

This verse clearly refers to Jesus (in
verse 18 it says ‘I died, and behold | am
alive for evermore’) and He is described
as ‘one like the Son of man’. The book
of Revelation is of a similar kind to the
book of Daniel, as both are apocalyptic
books. Daniel himself also saw a vision
of Jesus; in Daniel 7:13 “one like a son
of man’ was coming ‘with the clouds of
heaven’.

Again we can see that the Old Testament
is aware of the ‘sonship’ aspect of God,
although it is a prophetic prediction of the
second coming.

Conclusion

Jesus is the only-begotten first born Son
of God. No one else is. For God to be all
in all at the end of time, the Son has to be
subject to the Father. At the ‘beginning’,
God created all things through the Son.
The Son is the firstborn of all creation.

Rather than visualise a birth process, we
need to acknowledge the Father —Son re-
lationship that exists in the Godhead.
This relationship has existed from infin-
ity-past and will do so into infinity-
future. He is the eternally-begotten Son
of God.

I have deliberately avoided referring to
Proverbs 8:22-31, as an exegesis of this
passage would require this article as a
back drop. We are now in a position to
tackle the issues in Proverbs 8 in part 2 of
this article on the ‘eternally-begotten-
ness of Jesus’

The Lord’s Witnesses — the group that
feels they have received the mantle of
the “faithful and discreet slave’ because
the leaders of the Watchtower Society
were not faithful — have again come
out with an amazing teaching.

First they claim that Isaiah prophesied
the destruction of the Twin Towers on
September 11 2001. To prove this they
quote Isaiah 30:25-26 from the New
World Translation.

They then take this further by claiming
that this will be in the last seven years
of the world. This means that according
to them

“The bible prophesies that the battle
of Armageddon starts on 2008 Nisan
16 (March 23rd 2008) and ends 150
days later on 2008 Elul 15 (August
20th 2008)”

They then bemoan the fact that,

“..the majority of Christian churches...
fail to unravel even the simplest of
puzzles in the holy book which ex-
plains not only our existence but actu-
ally our entire future, our birthright..
to be not only perfect humans for
1,000 years from 2008 onwards, but
to be also angels after that and Gods
after that.”
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RUTH RESTORED - 35

BY MIKE & ANN THOMAS

If the only thing you know about Mor-
monism is that it is wrong then your
knowledge is woefully inadequate and
you had better leave Mormons alone. Of-
ten what passes for witnessing to Mor-
mons amounts to an exercise in “telling
them, and telling them good”. Now, of
course, truth must be told and we have
dealt at length over the years both with
what is the truth and with how we tell it.
We have long advocated an approach that
seeks to understand the practical difficul-
ties faced by Mormons when faced, in
turn, with the truth that Christians are so
keen for them to know. A cardinal mis-
take is to assume that because Mormon-
ism isn’t true it doesn’t matter. That is,
once it is realised that it isn’t true it
shouldn’t impact on people’s lives. But
often Mormons have enormous difficul-
ties both in dealing with the implications
a growing realisation of the problems of
their faith brings, and with the practical
outworking of leaving behind what has
been the mainstay of their lives. The fol-
lowing are two examples that illustrate
the importance of understanding these
difficulties. The first concerns the strug-
gle many Mormons have with personal
worthiness and feelings of inadequacy. If
you are to help a Mormon friend it often
means struggling with them over the is-
sue rather than just telling them it is
wrong to think this way.

MORMON VS. CHRISTIAN SAL-
VATION

Mormonism teaches that righteousness
can be attained through human effort.
Many will, perhaps, be aware of their
“scripture” which states that “by grace
we are saved, after all we can do” (BOM
2 Nephi 25:23). The implication of this
text is more fully understood against the
background of their third article of faith,
“We believe that through the Atonement
of Christ, all mankind may be saved, by
obedience to the laws and ordinances of
the gospel.” Put simply, the Christian
gospel teaches obedience through salva-
tion, while the Mormon gospel teaches
salvation through obedience. Whilst our
obedience is seen as the fruit of salvation
(John 15), their salvation is the fruit of
obedience. We both believe in obedience
but disagree over where it fits into the

scheme of things.

The result of the traditional Christian
view is confidence. If we are saved by
grace, through faith, then we have assur-
ance. We repent of our sins and seek to
serve God faithfully in light of what he
has done for us, and of what Christ has
accomplished for us on the Cross. We
are troubled by our continuing sinfulness
and take our troubles and our sins to the
cross, confident that we have one who
intercedes for us at the throne, and as-
sured that what we are experiencing is
the process of sanctification. We are
saved! We cannot be unsaved. Even in
our frailty (we have this treasure in jars
of clay) we know that we are “going on
with God”.

The result of the Mormon view is inse-
curity. If we are saved by grace “after all
we can do”, then we must ask, “how
much must | do?” As we consider our
sins they can sometimes seem like an
insurmountable barrier. We can repent
but often harbour doubts about whether
God has really forgiven us. After all, If
we haven’t made our best efforts, given
it our best shot, how do we know that he
will be faithful to forgive? Perhaps we
should have done better, and we know it,
and God knows it, therefore why should
he forgive? If we are “saved by obedi-
ence” then we know we are lost, because
we know what we are really like. We are
rebellious, weak and disobedient and,
although we might get a “lift” from a
meeting, or go through a period when
we feel we are getting somewhere, the
truth is that we often feel that we are not
“going on with God” so much as getting
away with something. This only makes
us feel even more guilt.

The Mormon needs outward trappings to
“prove” his faithfulness, his worthiness
and his relationship with God. If obedi-
ence is the key, then we must be seen to
be obedient. This is why “callings” are
S0 important in Mormonism. To be
called to teach, lead, minister in myriad
ways is an opportunity to prove worthy.
The temple recommend is one of the
most important, and perhaps the most
significant “proofs”, both to others, and
to ourselves that we are “worthy”. It al-
lows a Mormon to attend the temple and

get as close to heaven in this world as is
possible.

Now it is a fact that only about 20% -
30% of Mormons ever hold a temple
recommend. If a Mormon is in the 70% -
80% who don’t they can still serve in
certain capacities in the church, and
have an active role. There will be some
things, of course, that they cannot do.
They cannot hold “high office” such as
become bishop, or elder's quorum presi-
dent, or Relief Society president. These
are offices held by “temple recommend
holders”. There are, however, many
things that such a person can do in
teaching and serving in the church.

However, if someone has once held a
temple recommend but lost it that is
most serious. It usually means that there
is sin in their lives that disqualifies them
from temple attendance. Perhaps they
don’t keep the Word of Wisdom, the
Mormon health law. Maybe it is more
serious and can sometimes mean being
disfellowshipped, which will disqualify
them from any active role in the church.
This means that they are welcome to at-
tend all the meetings but denied
“sacrament” (communion), barred from
holding any office, and even forbidden
to pray in public. This is a type of pen-
ance, although the Mormon would not
call it that. It would be seen as the repen-
tance process. Sometimes, if the sin is
serious enough, it can mean excommuni-
cation, which means the complete loss
of membership. This is much more seri-
ous but the repentance process still ap-
plies, albeit more rigorously.

No matter how apparently “minor” the
offence, or how relatively mild the pun-
ishment, to lose one’s temple recom-
mend is a loss of face and a potential
loss of salvation in the highest, or celes-
tial kingdom of God. Only “worthy tem-
ple recommend holders” have a chance
to qualify for godhood and glory. Such a
person will feel very exposed, especially
if it is something that “everyone will
know”. There will be interviews with the
bishop, a lot of soul searching, a feeling
of having let everyone down, of being a
burden. There is also the impact on the
family.

The road back can be very hard indeed.
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Whereas our faith in Christ affirms us as
we read his sure promises in the Bible,
the Mormon’s faith can provoke self-
doubt and a preoccupation with their
own unworthiness. Leaders may be very
encouraging (some are, some aren’t), but
they will only reinforce his feelings of
worthlessness as they demand of him
high standards to “prove” himself, and
cause him to feel that he is being
watched. A Mormon needs to know that
he is indeed worthless before a holy and
righteous God, but that he can be of
priceless value through simple faith in
the Lord, Jesus Christ. He needs to see
that there is “a righteousness
(worthiness?) from God that comes
through faith in Jesus Christ” (Romans
3:21-22). He needs a Christian friend
who is patient, gentle, kind but confi-
dent, holding out a hope for acceptance
with God that the Mormons cannot of-
fer. This acceptance is often best being
modelled in action rather than taught in
words. Understanding all this is the first
step to showing real empathy, which in
turn is the first step to modelling Christ-
like love.

THE MORMON CHURCH V THE
CHRISTIAN CHURCH

This second example concerns how a
former Mormon might struggle with the
realities of involvement in the local
Christian Church. It is important to be
able to help them think clearly about
church and help them exercise patience
and understanding as Christians turn out
to be sinners saved by grace and not
“saints” bound for godhood. These are
things | would want to say to a former
Mormon struggling to settle down in
church life and ministry work.

FELLOWSHIP

Firstly, it is essential that a Christian
should be in fellowship with other
Christians in a church. The best defini-
tion of church | have ever come across is
“the people of God, gathered around the
Word of God, ready to do the will of
God”. This is not the same as being
gathered around a specific purpose.
When a group of Christians gather to-
gether to do a particular work, for in-
stance reaching out to the homeless,
young people, or even Mormons, that is
not the church. It is a part of the church
in action doing the will of God but the
church is bigger than that. 1 know that
some are fond of quoting Matthew
18:20, but Jesus did not say, “where two
or three come together in my name,

there is my church”. He said, “Where
two or three come together in my name,
there am | with them”. Of course, this
promise is very important because
Christians often gather for all sorts of
purposes. But church means more than
these gatherings.

The people of God identify themselves
by the very act of gathering and sharing
the love of Christ with each other. Jesus
said, “By this all men will know that you
are my disciples, if you love one an-
other” (John 13:35). Now | know from
experience that some people are easier to
love than others, even in the church
(perhaps especially in the church?). But
Paul tells us that “love is patient, love is
kind. It does not envy, it does not boast,
it is not proud. It is not rude, it is not
self-seeking, it is not angered, it keeps
no record of wrongs. Love does not de-
light in evil but rejoices with the truth. It
always protects, always trusts, always
hopes, always perseveres” (1 Corin-
thians 13:4-7). It seems to me that love
is a tough thing to do and so when we
see the church being less than it should
be that is when we should apply these
words. “Christ loved the church and
gave himself up for her” (Ephesians
5:25), and so it is wrong-headed to give
up the church for Christ because we are
frustrated with it. Trust me, | have been
sorely tempted sometimes but | have
seen where that road leads and have no
intention of travelling that way.

OBEDIENCE

When the people of God gather, it is
around Gods Word. That means some
form of leadership and teaching. The
early church, “devoted themselves to the
apostle’s teaching and to fellowship, to
the breaking of bread and to
prayer” (Acts 2:42). | know some be-
lieve in apostles today but for most
Christians we have in place of apostles
pastors, ministers, or priests, depending
on which denomination you are part of.
The apostle’s teaching is the same as it
ever was, and one of the advantages of
being together and having leaders is that
we can encourage each other to be true
to that teaching. Checks and balances
are so important to the church. Fellow-
ship is the sharing of all these things and
encouraging one another in them, break-
ing bread is commanded by Jesus him-
self, as you know, and prayer is for each
other and for the wider world, for the
church abroad, and for the work of the
church in reaching the lost. In other
words, so much of church is not about

me but about others.

MINISTRY

The people of God cannot do the will of
God unless they know what is that will,
and where they fit into the bigger picture.
Now, if my ministry is to Mormons, then
I need to see where that fits in with what
others are doing. | cannot be all things to
my Mormon friends, and so | must have
the resources of the wider church to help
me. Those resources are sometimes very
modest, but | must use what is there. One
of the mistakes we can make is looking at
the shortcomings of the church and for-
getting that it is the Spirit of God who
convicts us of sin and convinces us of the
message. The mistake Mormons make is
in thinking that the church should always
impress people by its imposing presence.
“Look at our temples, our organisation,
our growth” they say. Then someone in a
modest meeting hall somewhere hears the
Spirit whisper and becomes a Christian. |
am convinced that sometimes people be-
come Christians in spite of the church
and not because of it.

GROWTH

If I am wise then | will first find a place
where | can practice the things | men-
tioned above for myself, and then I will
have something, however modest, into
which | can introduce my Mormon
friends. If | have nothing to offer them
then | had better leave them where they
are. | also need to be somewhere where |
can simply be a Christian. You know,
people sometimes think that we spend
most of our time speaking to Mormons,
but the truth is we spend most of our time
living our lives as Christians as best we
can, growing in the things of God. It is
this life that feeds and informs our wit-
nessing, writing, and apologetics work.
We don’t witness to Mormons because
we used to be Mormons and have found
out that is wrong. We witness to Mor-
mons because we are Christians and
know that it is right before God to be a
Christian. The difference is very impor-
tant.

PERSEVERANCE

Now to some objections someone might
have to what | am saying.

Itis hard to find a “good” church.

Well, it depends on how you define
“good”. If a church matches the picture
of Acts 2:42 then | feel you should be
there. If God’s word is being taught, if
bread is broken (and taken seriously), if
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prayer is taking place and fellowship is
available then join. Now, it may be that
secondary issues bother you. Maybe the
prayer meetings are not well attended.
Well, if you go that will be one more.
Maybe worship and fellowship isn’t ex-
citing. Maybe after you have been there
for a while you will meet others who feel
the same way. Perhaps you can encour-
age each other to help make a difference.
It is very important to realise that being
in a church is like being in a family.
Much of the time there is nothing espe-
cially outstanding in the experience, but
there is the security, the love and the op-
portunity to grow. Occasionally in a fam-
ily there are special events, like birth-
days, anniversaries, outings and surprises.
Because of the influence of some parts of
the charismatic church some Christians
have been misled into thinking that every
day should be a birthday. This leaves a
lot of Christians disappointed because
their expectations are unrealistic.

People don’t understand my witnessing
to Mormons.

Maybe people need to learn to trust you
in that. And how can they do that if you
are not patient with them and show your-
self trustworthy? What picture do people
have of you? When we became Chris-
tians we did nothing with Mormons for
two or three years. We simply established
ourselves as Christians. Even when we
started ministry work it was low key, and
grew slowly. And we always spoke to our

HALLOWEEN

31 October will soon be here.
Are you ready to give a clear
witness to the potential
dangers of centring on things
that are evil?

Are you ready to give a
reasoned defence as to why we
believe that Jesus Christ is
the ‘Light’ of the whole world?

Practical notes on what to do
regarding Halloween are
available from Head Office at
75p including postage.

We also produce the following
tracts and these are available
for bulk purchase at special

leaders about what we were doing. | feel
that because we applied ourselves to the
apostles’ teaching, we fellowshipped,
broke bread with other Christians and
prayed with them they grew to trust us.
Now no one who knows us questions
what we do.

But the Mormon Church has so much
going for it, and the Christian Church
is so — disappointing.

You need to decide who you are and
where you should be. Are you an ex-
Mormon who is always looking over her
shoulder at what she has had to leave
behind? Or are you a Christian who is
determined to serve the church Christ
gave himself for? Now I trust that you
have no doctrinal problems and that you
embrace fully the good news of Jesus
Christ. But | wonder if you nevertheless
regret that Christians can’t be more like
Mormons anyway. That you perhaps feel
that believing the truth like a Christian
and living the life like a Mormon would
give you the best of both worlds. It does-
n’t work that way. Having the feel-good
lifestyle of Mormonism with the Ensign
magazine, a clear structure and organisa-
tion, missionary discussions and every-
one seeming to follow the same path, is
nothing compared with having the chal-
lenging lifestyle of Christianity, with the
assurance of forgiveness, the fellowship
of the Spirit, the knowledge of Christ,
and the challenge of getting along with
people who have an imperfect knowl-

discount.
DON'T BE
TRICKED was
written for mid-
w‘rlﬁ teenagers to
(ﬂm‘ adults, to explain
why we are not
involved in

Halloween and at the same
time give a positive message.
KNOCK KNOCK was designed
ETEIErEs especially  for
TR\ younger children
{j'ﬁ), as a way to
Km/ explain to them
- why  Halloween
WHO'S was not just a
THERE? pit of fun'.

edge of truth but a perfect assurance of
salvation. Remember the words of Paul
who said, “Whatever was to my profit |
now consider loss for the sake of Christ.
What is more | consider everything a
loss compared to the surpassing great-
ness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord,
for whose sake | have lost all things. |
consider them rubbish, that I may gain
Christ and be found in him.” (Php 3:7-9)

I have, over the years, realised how we
can surround ourselves with the trap-
pings of this world in order to reassure
ourselves of our place in the next. The
buildings in which we meet, the books
we read, the programmes we devise, the
friends who agree with us, the foes who
oppose. But | have learned that all these
can be lost and what then? | would only
remind you that God is good, Jesus is
Lord and salvation is found in none
other. Not a book, no matter how seem-
ingly inspired; not a man, no matter how
apparently inspiring; not an institution,
no matter how admirable and impres-
sive, nor a system of religion, no matter
how comforting and reassuring. It can-
not be earned, no matter how hard we
try, and once gained, it cannot be lost
because it was not you who won it, but
Christ. This is why it is truly a pearl of
great price. | urge you to consider that
when all else is stripped away and all
you have is Christ then you have every-
thing.

Costs for Britain
1- 10 copies 15p each + 50% p&p
11-49: 15p each + 30%pé&p
50-99: 13p + 25% p&p
100-199: 10p each + 20% p&p
200+ 8p each + 15% p&p

Outside Britain

Price per item as above but:
1-49: postage add 50%
50+ postage add 30%

Post, fax or email your order to
Head Office in plenty of time to
allow for delivery before the
date required.

Payment with order by cheque or
credit card (there is a 75p
charge for each credit card
transaction).
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APOLOGETICS -14

As mentioned at the end of the article on
Halloween, for those who accept the
clear statements the Bible makes about
the occult there is potential danger going
down that way. However for those who
do not see it like this or indeed for those
who see no danger whatsoever how do
we make a reasoned defence? What fol-
lows are some of the ways | have tried
with varying degrees of success. How-
ever please realise we cannot make
someone believe, our job is to provide
well communicated evidence.

SUPERNATURAL

For a start we must accept that there are
supernatural actions going on today that
have no human explanation. There are
things that ‘work’ and things that seem to
do good. Can this then be the rule for
checking things out? If they feel good
and appear to work then can we go for
them?

To me this is a problem because not eve-
rything that feels good should be applied
to our lifestyle and certainly the fact that
something works in itself makes it nei-
ther right nor wrong. Surely then the
question we must ask is where does the
power come from?

A good Biblical illustration of this is the
story of Moses before Pharaoh in Exodus
chapter 7. Here God turned Aaron’s rod
into a snake but Pharaoh called all his
Wizards with their secret arts and they
copied what God did but with an occultic
power not the power of God. All the
snakes looked the same and you could
not tell the difference just using your
natural eyes and mind. The difference
was only evident when you answered the
question, what power caused this to hap-
pen?

BUT IT WORKS

Many in the occult will answer the ques-
tion, “where does the power come
from?” with “I do not know, but that it
works and as we only do good that is
okay.” As we shall see this is not okay
but first underline the fact that they are
being irresponsible by unleashing a
power that will affect someone’s life and
they don’t know where that power comes
from. By very definition that power is
supernatural and so greater than the natu-
ral which means that the human receiving
the power cannot be in control. Although

at first it appears they are in control they
are not.

It is like taking a train journey. First we
decide where we are going, who is in
control? We are. Then we decide which
day to travel on, who is in control? We
are. Next we decide which type of ticket
to buy, who is in control? We are. We
decide which train to go on and which
seat to sit in, who is in control? We are.
The doors close and the train pulls out of
the station, who is in control? The driver.

This is the same with supernatural occul-
tic power — at first we feel that we are
making all the decisions but eventually
the power, that is greater than us, will
take control and lead us where it wants to

go.
WHAT IS THE POWER

When pressed and the matter investigated
most in the occult realm would say that
the power is a latent power within man
which we learn to harness and use. How-
ever, from the Biblical point of view if it
is a power within man then it is resident
within fallen man and so as such is not
from God but from the work that Satan
did within man at the Fall. Such a power
is not going to be very helpful, but there
is also another possible explanation.

A common worldview today would ac-
cept that everything in this world is not
‘good’. The way one human being some-
times treats another human being is seen
to be evil. There would probably be some
discussion as to where evil comes from
but it would appear to have a different
root to that which is good. If the super-
natural power that is being unleashed,
even though it appears to do good, is ac-
tually ‘evil in disguise’ then whoever
opens themselves up to such a power is
in potential danger.

The Bible shows that Satan is a super-
natural being and also shows that he can
get into disguise and show himself as an
‘angel of light” — 2 Corinthians 11:14.
Evil disguised as good; darkness dis-
guised as light. Such a power is poten-
tially dangerous. This is the spy in the
camp, that acts like a friend but all the
time is passing on information to the en-
emy.

We have another illustration of this in the
Bible, in Acts 16:16, 17. Here it is re-
corded that an evil spirit within the girl

was actually encouraging everyone to
hear and respond to the Gospel that Paul
was preaching. What better disguise than
to say the opposite of what you really
want to happen. But how can this help
the enemy? How can telling the truth or
doing good to a person actually help him
— the answer is credibility and control.

In the above incident in Philippi, unless
Paul had cast out the demonic spirit be-
fore he left town, it could have said what
it wanted through the girl after he left.
The girl would have had credibility and
been accepted as true and the spirit in
her could tell lies and twist the truth to
bring people under its control.

MANIPULATED

I was on a television programme with a
witch (she called herself that and indi-
cated she was of the ‘white’ variety as
she did good). She explained to the pre-
senter the difference in the power be-
tween ‘white’ and ‘black’ witchcraft.
What she said was something that many
others also believe. She claimed that
there was only one power in the world
and that this could be manipulated by
the receiver to either do good (‘white’)
or evil (*black’) witchcraft.

Off set | talked further about this with
her and got her to explain it again. I then
shared with her that | thought this was a
very difficult position to be in and at the
same time it was quite worrying because
you never know which way the power is
going to go if it is capable of both ex-
pressions. After discussing this for a
while | introduced the fact that when |
had received God’s power that | was ab-
solutely safe and knew where | was with
it (Him) because it (He) could not be
manipulated. Just for a second you saw
the light go on in the eyes.

DICTATOR

When the subject of power and its
source has been discussed often another
strand in the debate is opened with a
question such as, “why should God tell
us what to do?” The Bible may say that
the occult is wrong but so what, we will
do what we want to do and will not be
dictated to. What is important in such
cases is you make clear, by looking at
the Scriptures if necessary, what God is
saying and just as importantly how He
appears to be saying it.
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One of the passages often used is Deu-
teronomy 18:10-12 because it seems to
sum up so many of the practices. First
there can be no question that God says
that these things do not come from Him
and that He tells us not to do them. Why
does He tell us that though?

The answer | believe can be seen in the
illustration of one man-made law that is
very restrictive and yet which we all ac-
cept happily. What is it? Driving on the
left hand side of the road. Just how re-
strictive can you get! Yet we do not see
demonstrations to repeal this law and
give us the right to choose. Why? Be-

FALSE

THE NON-BIBLICAL
TEACHINGS OF
BENNY HINN

Introduction

In Issue 70 under the heading of
“Christian Fads, Gimmicks and
Spoofs,” | mentioned as an example
Benny Hinn. As it often does this
brought a large post bag. Interestingly
enough not just those who felt we were
wrong to criticise Benny Hinn but those
who felt we did not go far enough.

As a result many were crying, “what is
your evidence to say these things?”
This is a valid question and so | have
collected a number of quotations and
examples which lead us to say that
when you compare Benny Hinn’s teach-
ing with that of evangelical Bible be-
lievers there are some distinct differ-
ences. | present this evidence below and
ask you to check it out.

Many of the quotes | have found are 10
years old but as far as | am aware apart
from one statement on the Trinity that |
mention none of them have been re-
scinded and this is the current teaching
of Benny Hinn. If however you can
show clearly that he has changed his
teaching or that any of these quotes are
taken out of context please let me know
and | will print a clear retraction.

Several have questioned why we speak
against an apparent man of God like
Benny Hinn. Some get very upset that
we dare seek to “touch the Lord’s

cause in the end it is all about safety
and security, not being told what to do.
It is the same with the Lord when He
tells us not to get involved in these
things. The reason is not just that He
wants to restrict us but that he knows
where the power for these things comes
from and He knows where they will
lead us. He wants us to be safe and se-
cure and we should accept these restric-
tions in this light.

However we should also note one other
thing about the context of these verses
in Deuteronomy. The practices in them-
selves are mostly to do with getting in-

TEACH

anointed.” If this phrase is actually
taken in context we find that we are act-
ing in obedience to the Scriptures.
David did speak out against Saul and
helped those who were oppressed by
him. What David would not do however
was to remove him from the position
that God had given him — that was up to
God alone.

Others say to us that we should not deal
with these issues publicly but approach
Benny Hinn in private. However as
these statements have all been stated in
public and have gone far and wide we
believe we do need to print our thoughts
on them so that everyone has the oppor-
tunity to look at things from a different
perspective and then make up their own
mind.

We have mentioned before his antics on
stage and the way he deals with people.
The main problem we have is the way
in some cases he makes them a laugh-
ing stock, which is never the way Jesus
dealt with people. The answer we are
often given when making this comment
is that ‘he is American.” However this
does not exempt us from acting in the
way Jesus tells us to. We are not talking
about putting mud on eyes here; can
you imagine Jesus knocking down the
woman with the issue of blood, telling
His disciples repeatedly to pick her up,
only for Jesus to knock her down again,
while the crowd laughed and cheered?

After all this, if what he said was true
and his teaching perfectly Scriptural
may be we could accept these actions

formation concerning the future or help
with present situations. Note what God
says in verse 15 — He compares the
seeking of omens and diviners etc, with
the Prophet that is yet to come. He
shows that these other practices cannot
be trusted and are a secondary counter-
feit but the Prophet that is coming can
be totally trusted and has the original
plans and will of God.

Why settle for second best that can
lead us into the clutches of a supernatu-
ral evil power when we can have the
best — the Lord Jesus Christ who will
lead us into freedom and peace. @&

INGS?

however the problem is compounded
by the fact that Hinn teaches a number
of non-Biblical doctrines and has ut-
tered clear false prophecy when he
claims he is under the anointing of the
Holy Spirit.

We do not highlight the teachings and
actions of this man without evidence
and so we list below first the non-
Biblical teachings and then the false
prophecies. The quotes are in bold and
any comments that we make are in-
dented.

As Christians, having checked out the
evidence for ourselves to see it is not
out of context or made up, we must an-
swer the question, “can we accept such
a man as a true servant of God?”

Non-biblical Teachings
Christ’s Death

“He [Jesus] who is righteous by
choice said, ‘The only way I can
stop sin is by Me becoming it. 1
can"t just stop it by letting it
touch Me; 1 and it must become
one.” Hear this! He who is the na-
ture of God became the nature of
Satan where He became sin!”
Trinity Broadcasting Network
(TBN) 1 December 1990.

To say that Jesus became the nature
of Satan is heretical on two counts.
First, if He became the nature of
Satan He would have been a rebel
and deceiver, however Jesus was
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perfect to the last breath and on the
Cross He paid the penalty for sin but
not by becoming the nature of Satan.

Second, Satan is only a created being
and so if Jesus became the nature of
Satan He would cease to be God.

Who | Am in Christ

“Though we are not Almighty God
Himself, nevertheless, we are now
divine.” - TBN 1 December 1990.

“You know what your last name is?

Jehovah! So I'm Benny Jehovah!” -
Spiritual Warfare Seminar Jubilee
Christian Centre, San Jose, Ca. 2
May 1990.

“When you say I am a Christian, you
are saying ‘I am a messiah’ in He-
brew. I am a little messiah walking
on earth.” - Praise-a-Thon, TBN 6
November 1990.

“Then you are divine.. Then you're
not human.” Orlando Christian Centre
Broadcast, 1 Dec, 1990.

There are many other quotes too
where he has said similar things and
yet again these statements are clearly
heretical. God is uncreated and we are
created. We as humans can never be-
come god and we can never be divine.
We are certainly not ‘Jehovah’ or ‘a
little messiah’. There was only one
Jehovah and only one messiah.

To be a ‘little’ anything means we are
of the same nature but just a smaller
version. Indeed Christ is in us and
when we see Him we shall be like
Him but we will never be a little ‘god’
even in our new resurrection state.

“Christians are ‘Little Messiah's’ and
‘little gods’ on the earth. Thus
[Encouraging the audience]...say I am
a God-man.. This spirit-man within
me is a God-man, say I'm born of
heaven a God-man. I'm a God man. I
am a sample of Jesus. I'm a super
being. Say it! Say it! Who's a super
being? I walk in the realm of the su-
pernatural. Say itl...You want to
prosper? Money will be falling on you
from left, right and centre. God will
begin to prosper you; for money al-
ways follows righteousness....Say af-
ter me, everything 1 ever want is in
me already.” - TBN 6 Dec.1990.

This quote starts with the same claim
that we are a little gods, ‘a sample of

Jesus,” whatever that is and then
links this righteous life with money.
This is amazing because the Right-
eous One was not showered with
money and indeed the love of money
is the root of all evil - the opposite of
righteousness. This is not only teach-
ing the heretical view that man is a
god but then bringing the salvation of
Christ just down to the level of me
prospering with money! This is not
the true Gospel.

The Trinity

“God the Father, ladies and gentle-
man, is a person and He is a triune
being by Himself, separate from the
Son and the Holy Ghost... See, God
the Father is a person, God the Son
is a person, God the Holy Ghost is a
person; but each one of them is a
triune being by himself. If 1 can
shock you and maybe 1 should,
there’s nine of them! What did you
say? Let me explain. God the Fa-
ther, ladies and gentlemen, is a per-
son with his own personal spirit, with
his own personal soul and his own
personal spirit body. You say, |
never heard that! Well, you think
you are in church to hear things you
heard for the last fifty years?” Or-
lando Christian Centre Broadcast, 13
Oct. 1990.

Later on a TBN Show, Hinn tried to
laugh it off when he said,

“This thing has almost become comi-
cal. Paul, here is what 1 believe.
God the Father, God the Son and
God the Holy Ghost - three sepa-
rate individuals, one in essence, one
in work, and may 1 add, each of
them possesses his own spirit body.
That's what 1 believe.” TBN, 23
Oct. 1992

You cannot just laugh off what was
supposed to be anointed teaching -
that is in Hinn’s understanding reve-
lation from God Himself. God never
changed his mind and never in Scrip-
ture do we find ‘these nine beings,’
so where did Hinn get this teaching
from in the first place? When you
can be so far wrong on such a central
issue, can you ever again trust such
teaching? What is obvious from the
end of the quote is that Hinn feels he
must bring something ‘new’ all the
time. See the first quote in the next
section regarding this.

Even now though with the ‘new’ version
of his Trinity there are problems because
the Bible does not teach that there are
three spirit bodies in the Godhead.

Other Issues

“1f we quit giving you new revela-
tions we're dead.” - TBN 9
Dec.1990

As we say above this is Hinn’s atti-
tude. However what this produces is
a pressure to say something that has
never been heard before, so that the
revelation can keep flowing and the
‘anointing’ is seen still to be there.
Why change the Biblical teachings of
the past 50 years? Is there always a
new revelation? Surely there is noth-
ing new in the sense of hearing
something that has not been taught
before.

On another issue Hinn described a Ro-
man Catholic communion he partook in.

“l was feeling the actual form of a
body... when we partake of the
communion, it really is Jesus and He
heals your body. So how can you
stay weak and sick?” PTL, 27 Dec.
1994

Evangelical Christians, of which
Hinn claims to be one, believe that
the emblems represent the body and
blood of the Lord, not become them!

“You know what? We've said this a
million times and it"s not even scrip-
tural - all because of Job: ‘The
Lord giveth, and the Lord taketh
away. Blessed be the name of the
Lord.” [Job 1:21] 1 have news for
you: that is not Bible, that's not
Bible. The Lord giveth and never ta-
keth away. And just because he

said, ‘blessed be the name of the
Lord,” don"t mean that he"s right.
When he said, ‘blessed be the

name,’” he was just being religious.

And being religious don't mean
you're right.” - TBN, 3 November
1990.

The Bible is not God’s Word accord-
ing to Benny Hinn. He has superior
revelation to Job and indeed other
passages in Scripture which deal with
the Lord taking away. God is sover-
eign and there are times of testing
when God takes away so that we
trust Him and not the possessions.
Hinn changes Job from the righteous
man that God said he was to a reli-
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gious person who did not know what
he was talking about.

“Poverty comes from Hell. Prosperity
comes from Heaven. Adam had com-
plete dominion over the earth and all
it contains. A. Adam could fly like a
bird. B. Adam could swim underwater
and breathe like a fish. Adam went to
the moon. Adam walked on water.
Adam was a super being; He was the
first superman that lived. Adam had
dominion over the sun, moon & stars.
Christians do not have Christ in their
hearts. Sow a big seed, when you
confess it, you are activating the su-
pernatural forces of God.” - Praise-
a-thon, TBN November 1990.

Who really knows what was in Hinn’s
mind when he brought this extra-
biblical and bible-denying word. Is
this really the teaching of a man of
God or is it the ramblings of someone
who feels they must always be bring-
ing some new revelation?

.. the anointing is dependent upon my
words. God will not move unless | say
it. Why? Because He has made us co-
workers with Him. He set things up

that way. - The Anointing, Benny
Hinn, p.82, Nashville: Thomas Nelson.
1992.

This statement that God is dependant
on us was repeated on a ‘TV Special'
broadcast on 31 December 2002 (tape
in Head Office). Here Hinn relates a
dream and at one point clearly says
that God told him that He is depend-
ant on man. This is clearly denied by
Scripture and indeed if you take that
statement to be factual you would real-
ise that God would no longer be God!
This, in other words, is false teaching
and denies the Word of God.

THE FALSE PROPHECIES
OF BENNY HINN

“The Spirit tells me - Fidel Castro
will die - in the 90"s. Oooh my! Some
will try to kill him and they will not
succeed. But there will come a change
in his physical health, and he will not
stay in power, and Cuba will be visited
of God.” - Orlando Christian Centre,
31 December 1989.

“The Lord also tells me to tell you in
the mid 90's, about "94-"95, no later
than that, God will destroy the homo-

so sorry that it has taken me this
long to get a letter out to you. I did
in fact have one already written a
while back but never got round to
posting it.

It was a really fantastic time that |
spent with you. The experience
was very liberating for me, and |
am very grateful to you. | hope you
and your dear wife are well. The
house by the way, has been well.

I just wanted to write to express my own
personal thanks and the thanks of the
board for your visit to us last week. |
have had a lot of good feedback from the
folks who were at the seminar concern-
ing every aspect of your presentation.

We really believe that Reachout Trust is
serving a unique purpose and we join
with you in praying that every door nec-
essary will remain open, in order that
you are able to continue to fulfil this
vital ministry.—GDO—Lancs

This letter was sent to Jim Perry after
prayer ministry in a certain house.

Greetings my friend! How are you? | am

K. now is able to sleep in the lounge,
where before she felt unable to. As for
the mother, | have yet to chase her up.

Please find a little gift enclosed. | appre-
ciate very much the time you have
given . God bless.—ST—London

I know we're nowhere near Halloween -
but 1 wondered if you might be inter-
ested in a letter that 1 composed and
printed out to give to the children that
called on me “trick o’ treating’ last year.

If you deem it worthy Reachout Trust
may like to use it as a flyer. | don't mind
any alterations thought necessary.

sexual community of America. But
He will not destroy it - with what
many minds have thought Him to be,
He will destroy it with fire. And
many will turn and be saved, and
many will rebel and be destroyed.” -
Orlando Christian Centre, 31 De-
cember 1989.

In the “TV Special’ mentioned above a
prophetic statement was also made that
in the dream (received early December
2002) God told him that in the next few
days and weeks we will see rivers of
blood and Satan will unleash horror and
terror on this earth as never before.

Please note that these are not ‘I think’ or
| feel” statements but are given under (as
Hinn believes) the direct anointing of the
Holy Spirit. This is God’s Word coming
through Him. In fact in the first two
cases he has to ask what he said because
he was so taken over he had no idea
what he was saying. These therefore are
prophecies which have in the first two
cases clearly not come true and in the
third one looking more doubtful as the
days go on. Benny Hinn by his own
words is a false prophet and therefore
not to be trusted.

Dear Children

I am a Christian and | would like to tell
you why | don’t celebrate Halloween.

Halloween is about all the horrible,
scary things that God wants to protect
us from. So because | know that God
doesn’t want me to admire and get ex-
cited by ghosts and witches and wiz-
ards, |1 choose to believe that God is
right and | want to be on His side.

I believe people are being “tricked”
into making this a special Day by God's
enemy - the Devil. He tells them, "it's
just a bit of fun - an opportunity to
dress up and get nice things from peo-
ple".

But God doesn't ‘trick o’ treat’ us - He
loves us and wants to keep us safe - and
He has given us guide lines that the
Devil doesn't want us to know about or
believe. They are all written about in
God's book - the Bible.

From A Friend.

I should add that | don't ‘have a go’ at
the children - they don't know any bet-
ter and neither do their parents so | al-
ways have a treat for them in the way of
an apple or sweetie! - Eileen Thompson
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apologé‘t|ic... 2. n. (usu. In pl) reasoned defence, esp. of Christianity. — The Concise
Oxford Dictionary

Have you ever been in a situation where you just did not know how to answer a
\‘ guestion concerning Jesus or Christianity?

- - Maybe someone asked you, “why does God allow evil” or even “how do /

know [ can rely on the Bible”?

)=

Apologetics can be likened to the expert builders tool-
box—the contents do not do the job without the
builder but it does provide the means by which the job
is done. In our case this would be to make a reasoned
defence of the Gospel of Jesus Christ in many differ-
ent situations.

However, if we do not know how to use the tools we
will not make a very good job of it and probably our
‘customers’ will need to go elsewhere for satisfaction.

But sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to
make a defense to every one who asks you to give an account for
the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence.

1 Peter 3:15 NASB.

Scripture tells us that we should always be ready to make a defense (Greek word apo/ogia) - am 1?

Whereas spending the day at our sessions on Apologetics will not make you an expert we do believe it:

1.  Will help you to understand how to make an apo/ogia— a reasoned defence.

2.  Will help you to go through the process of getting ready.

3.  Will give you helpful lessons in how to use the tools.

4.  Will give practical demonstrations as to how to answer some of the difficult questions
Information: Apologetics Day For further details and to

book your apologetics day

Name: now

Address. ¢ Return the response form
City: Post Code: to the left.

Email : e Ring us on 0870 770 3258
mail. Phone: e Email us on:

Suggested Dates: rt@reachouttrust.org

Summer 2003 Page 15 - Reachout Quarterly 72



CHEERFUL GIVING

Since April 2000 it has been possible for us to reclaim any tax that you may have paid on the amount of your gifts to
Reachout Trust no matter how small providing you instruct us to treat them as “Gift Aid Donations.”

WHY SHOULD I DO THIS?

1. Itis good stewardship — your gift is increased by over 20% without you giving anything extra.

2. It helps us to be able to plan the work ahead more effectively.

3. It enables us to accomplish many of the projects that we believe that the Lord would have us undertake.
WHAT SHOULD I DO NEXT?

Consider whether you feel the Lord wants you to make a regular donation—this is especially very helpful for us
and we make special offers under our Action Pack scheme for such people (ask for leaflet) - or a once-off gift. Fill
in the form below and send it with the gift. We will receive it with great appreciation and do everything else that is
necessary.

WHAT WILL YOU SPEND IT ON?

Obviously there are the normal overheads of the Trust — wages, rent, advertising etc. These costs are kept to a
minimum. We then have a Reachout Development Plan, which is a priority list of what we would want to undertake
in the next year. At present we are looking to publish further material. We are also completing the update of our
computer programme that runs our database, invoicing etc and this will cost around £5,000. After this we will
update our information programme and install it on a new computer making it more searchable.

If you are eligible please could we encourage you to complete the form below (you can photostat the page) by ticking
the appropriate boxes, deleting the * inappropriate words and sending it with your gift to REACHOUT TRUST 24
ORMOND ROAD RICHMOND SURREY TW10 6TH. Do not worry if your circumstances might change in the
future because you can withdraw this authority at any time by simply writing to us. Many thanks.

Authority to reclaim tax on a gift
(Please complete in BLOCK LETTERS — Thank you.)

Title and Full Name:

Address:

Post Code:

Q 1 wish to make a one-off gift by cheque (enclosed)/my credit card * of £ for Reachout Trust
which along with any other gifts made by whatever means should be treated as Gift Aid donations on
which tax can be reclaimed.

Q 1 enclose a gift/wish to make a gift via my credit card * of £ for Reachout Trust which along
with any future gifts made by whatever means should be treated as Gift Aid donations on which tax
can be reclaimed. This is the first of a regular monthly/quarterly/yearly * gift which I wish to pay by
cheque/standing order/credit card *

My credit card number is expiry date

By signing this form | declare that I have paid an amount of income tax or capital gains tax equal to
the sum of 28p for every £1 given.

I further agree to inform you if my tax circumstances change or I wish to withdraw this agreement.

Signed Date
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