
 

Many of us moved into 2003 won-
dering just what would happen by 
the end of the year. Would there 
be chemical warfare causing loss 
of life or bombing causing much 
destruction or would once again 
the world move back from the 
brink. There is no doubt that these 
issues should concern us and be 
cause for prayer but not cause for 
fear or doubt in the Almighty God 
whom we serve. 
The world situation is certainly 
dark but I have been reminded 
that when darkness falls 
lights appear to become 
brighter. They do not actu-
ally grow in intensity but 
because of the contrast 
around as the dark gets 
darker the light gets 
lighter. You and I are lights 
in this world and may be 
we are going to have the 
opportunity to let our light 
glow with greater intensity. 
We can only trust the Liv-
ing Almighty God as there 
is no man or organisation 
that we can put our trust in. What 
grace that we have come into this 
relationship. May these days 
cause us to appreciate and grow in 
the Lord more than ever. 
However it may not just be on the 
world scale that things are going 
to get darker there are indications 
that it will become more difficult 
to be Christians sharing the truth. 
At our recent AGM, I posed the 
question to our Directors, “what is 
your vision for Reachout Trust for 

2003 and what changes do we have 
to make in order to fulfil that vi-
sion.” I will not share the specifics 
here at the moment but the princi-
ple of vision into the future is vital. 
This of course is not relying on 
some occult phenomenon to “see 
into the future” but it is seeking 
the Lord of Eternity who knows 
the future and who is willing to 
share with us things we need to 
know to be ready. Often as Chris-
tians we are reactive but I believe 
we need to be proactive. Not just 

responding to an event that has 
already happened but rather being 
made aware by the Lord of things 
that are going to happening and 
getting prepared in Him. Vision 
is as much, if not more about, 
seeking the Lord than looking at 
the events of the day. 
Having said that we do need to be 
keeping up to date with the issues 
that are going on around us. I 
have mentioned on several occa-
sions the changes in the Law and 

want, at the risk of becoming a 
broken record, to underline again 
the importance of these events. 
Some areas have already come to 
pass but there is a desire to take 
things even further and we must 
realise how this affects us in the 
work and be ready. 

RELIGIOUS HATRED 
The law in question is sections 28 
and 32 of the Crime and Disorder 
Act 1998 amended by Section 39 
of the Anti-terrorism, Crime and 
Security Act, 14 December 2001. 

Under this law you can be 
prosecuted for commit-
ting a religiously aggra-
vated offence which is 
motivated, wholly or 
partly by hostility to-
wards members of a racial 
or religious group. The 
definition of a religious 
group as  “a group of per-
sons defined by reference 
to religious belief or lack 
of religious belief," leaves 
much to be desired but the 

warning is there. 
We need to realise that the way 
we talk to people is very impor-
tant. We do not need to fear the 
law but we do need to be wise in 
how we phrase things. 

INTOLERANCE 
In the way we share we can be 
accused of intolerance and so we 
need to know what it is and what 
it is not. 
Intolerance is not allowing differ-
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 the Cabinet Office as they consider the 
forming of the new law. It is our concern 
that the current desire not to stir up reli-
gious hatred will stop anybody from 
sharing the gospel especially if by so do-
ing they are saying that another group 
does not have all the truth. 
“1. We are grateful that "the advance-
ment of religion" will remain as a chari-
table heading. 
2. We would like to comment however 
that within the obvious restraints of de-
cency and order it is important that this 
allows the opportunity to show if a 
group who claims to be part of main-
stream Christianity actually has the be-
lief system that backs this claim. This 
would demand clearly documented in-
formation rather than accusation. 
It should also be noted that all religion is 
not one and never will be. Whereas we 
totally agree that nothing should be done 
to stir up religious hatred a reasoned de-
fence must be allowed to be put forward 
as to why a religion believes what it 
does and why it differs from other relig-
ions. 
3. Before the final document is accepted 
it would be very helpful if there could be 
further indication as to what evidence 
would be required for the "public bene-
fit" test. We believe some or all of the 
following would be helpful to consider. 
True Christianity has proven over the 
years to be a help to many lives that have 
been changed from being basic "takers" 
from Society into being basic "givers". 
Such work to change the attitude to people 
so that they are willing to give is vital and 
this work we believe needs to be encour-
aged through charitable status. 
There are many that suffer as a result 
from emotional/spiritual abuse from ex-
treme religious groups who are far re-
moved from mainstream Christianity. 
Specialist help is required to help such 
people be set free from the traumas they 
have suffered. If this specialist help is 
not encouraged through Charitable 
means the burden would fall on the al-
ready stretched NHS, GPs etc, who 
would not have the resources to investi-
gate the claims of such groups. 
Similar situations arise from those who 
have had bad occultic experiences and 
these more than any other require expert 
help. 
These areas seem to come into the over-
all desire that the Government has to 
find ways for Charities to help in coping 
with problems within Society.”   " 

ences of religious opinion without acts of 
discrimination, interference or molesta-
tion. How we communicate about our 
differences is vital. 
However respecting someone's views is 
not necessarily agreeing with them. 
Respect – “… avoid degrading or insulting… 
treat with consideration… refrain from 
offending…” Oxford English Dictionary. 

People may accuse us of being intolerant 
but do the facts agree with their conclu-
sions? 
Constructive criticism or a reasoned de-
fence is not being negative but positive. 
We do need however to be clear as to 
what our position is:  
“But have nothing to do with worldly fa-
bles…  Prescribe and teach these things… 
Take pains with these things; be absorbed 
in them, so that your progress may be evi-
dent to all. Pay close attention to yourself 
and to your teaching; persevere in these 
things…” - 1 Timothy 4:7-16 

Do not just pick up trite phrases without 
knowing what they mean or fight some-
one else’s battles 
Check that your position is acceptable in 
the light of all Scripture. Remember you 
do not have to win every argument – a 
reasoned defence – 1 Peter 3:15 
“And the Word became flesh, and dwelt 
among us, and we beheld His glory, glory 
of the only begotten from the Father, 
full of grace and truth.” - John 1:14 

We should never give the attitude, “we 
are right” but that this is what I believe. 
And we should compare beliefs, not seek 
to degrade theirs. 

CHARITY 
Before I close I want to mention another 
Law that is under consideration for 
change and that is the Charity Act. There 
are a number of issues and most of them 
are very good because they will cut down 
on the fraud that is going on and will re-
move the charitable status from any 
group that is just in it for themselves and 
cannot show “public benefit.” 
As I say this is a good thing but at the 
same time it could cause problems be-
cause as yet it has not been determined 
what tests will be applied to prove 
“public benefit”. Please do pray as the 
matter is now under consideration that 
the Law that is passed eventually will in-
deed tighten up procedures where neces-
sary but will not exclude Christian groups 
that are serving the Lord effectually. 
We have sent the following submission to 

Doug Harris will be involved in 
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benefit from a seminar, contact 
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Doug’s Diary 
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They want religious morning assemblies 
abolished. 

 Briefly the tenets of Secular Humanism 
are: 

Scientific Naturalism. This is the term 
the movement has coined, and it means 
an explanation  of nature and 
existence based entirely on logic, reason 
and scientific discovery. 

“Most world views accepted today are 
spiritual, mystical, or theological in 
character. They have their origins in 
ancient pre-urban, nomadic, and 
agricultural societies of the past, not 
in  the modern industr ia l  or 
postindustrial global information 
culture that is emerging. Scientific 
naturalism enables human beings to 
construct a coherent world view 
disentangled from metaphysics or 
theo l ogy  and  b ased  on  the 
sciences.“ (Kurtz - Manifesto 2000) 

Technology. Secular Humanists 
emphasise the importance of technology 
for the advancement of human 
wellbeing. 

“Humanists… have emphasized the 
increased power over nature that 
scientific knowledge affords and how 
it can contribute immeasurably to 
h u m a n  a d v a n c e m e n t  a n d 
happiness.” (Kurtz Manifesto - 2000) 

Ethics and Reason. It is the mind of 
man which judges whether something is 
ethical or not,  and they deny the 
value of any religious moral code. 

Secular humanists do not rely upon 
gods or other supernatural forces to 
solve their problems or provide 
guidance for their conduct. They rely 
instead upon the application of reason, 
the lessons of history, and personal 
experience to form an ethical/moral 
foundation (Secular Humanist Website 
“What is Secular Humanism” ) 

Commitment to Humanity as a 
Whole. Secular Humanists use words 
like ‘universal’, ‘global’  a n d 

that he has within himself the power 
for its Achievement. He must set 
inte l l igence and  w i l l  to  the 
task” (Kurtz, Manifesto I, p 10). 

In 1973 Paul Kurtz and Edwin H. 
Wilson drafted a new manifesto, the 
Humanist Manifesto II. This showed a 
marked difference in emphasis. A more 
militant tone is notable in this document, 
and a more specific involvement in 
public and political affairs. German 
National Socialism and the second world 
war had shown the depth of depravity to 
which humanity can sink. This made the 
optimism of the first manifesto 
completely inappropriate, and the 
movement began about this time to call 
itself secular humanism.  

In 2000 Paul Kurtz once again produced 
an updated Manifesto and although the 
organisation Paul Kurtz heads is not 
considered definitive by organisations in 
Europe, the Manifesto 2000 seems to 
have been well received universally. 
There are some periodicals in the UK 
which disseminate Secular Humanism 
among them are “The New Humanist” 
Published by the Rationalist Press 
Association, National Secular Society 
Bulletin (an online bulletin) 

Beliefs  

Anyone who needs to understand 
thoroughly the system of belief of this 
movement must carefully read the three 
manifestos, and remember that there are 
quite considerable individual variation in 
the thinking of individual members. It 
must be understood that the three 
manifestos are not in any sense a creed 
there are in fact some marked 
differences between them. They 
represent a progression of thought. Paul 
Kurtz emphasises that the manifesto, 
particularly Manifesto 2000 is a vision 
and ideal from which to work. This 
manifesto is much more of a political 
document and urges Secular Humanists 
to get involved in reforms to eradicate 
the effects of religion in government and 
establish more humanist policies. In 
England Humanists are trying to achieve 
separation of Church and State and 
abolish the Church of England as the 
national church, with all that that entails. 

History 

The history of humanism as an organised 
philosophical system goes back to basic 
ideas contained in the  classical Greek 
philosophers such as the Stoics and 
Epicureans and the Chinese Confucians. 

During the Renaissance, the years when 
the arts burgeoned in the 14th to the 18th 
centuries, many philosophers and 
thinkers in Christendom began to 
question the  repressive superstitious 
dogmas of the Roman Catholic Church, 
and with the rapid development of 
science during the Enlightenment in the 
18th century a loosely connected 
m o v e m e n t  f o r m e d  c a l l i n g 
themse lves“Fr ee th inker s” .  They 
emphasised the importance of man and 
accepted deism, a belief in a distant 
uninterested god. It was a logical 
progression to naturalism from that point, 
which leaves God completely out. South 
Place Ethical Society was one 
congregation which was formed in 
London in 1793 among many others at 
the time. SPES became atheistic in 1888, 
and it is the only one of it’s kind still in 
existence today. Through the 19th century 
and into the 20th there was considerable 
development in the Freethought 
movement in the USA and western 
Europe. 

In 1933 a respected American 
philosopher called Paul Kurtz organised 
the drafting of the first Humanist 
Manifesto which was the product of the 
thinking of 34 liberal humanists of that 
time. The words which best describe this 
post first world war manifesto are 
optimistic, anti-supernatural and self-
centred. The thrust of the movement at 
that time was tolerant and socialist, it was 
prepared to allow what it considered to be 
basically good humankind to evolve, with 
some help, into a better state. Kurtz’ 
conclusion to this first manifesto 
encapsulates it’s spirit. 

“Though we consider the religious 
forms and ideas of our fathers no 
longer adequate, the quest for the good 
life is still the central task for 
mankind. Man is at last becoming aware 
that he alone is responsible for the 
realization of the world of his dreams, 
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religious books which have caused 
confusion and harm over the years. Any 
quotation from it will be rejected and 
quite possible with some highly logical 
objections to its veracity, so it is 
important that in witnessing to Secular 
Humanists we know why we accept the 
Bible as our authority. We must also be 
very conscious however that the Holy 
Spirit uses the scriptures themselves (not 
necessarily arguments about them) to 
deal with unregenerate people.  

I well remember some years ago in a 
small village in the Andes in Peru being 
challenged on the subject of the 
existence of God by a very bright 
young atheist. Samuel was a student on 
vacation from San Marcos in Lima,  the 
oldest University in the world. He was 
quite keen to take me on on the 
classical arguments.  

I was led to cut short the discussion 
with a quotation from Hebrews 9:27 “ 
… it is appointed unto man once to die, 
but after this the judgement”.  

I will always remember leaving that 
village at 5.30 the following morning on 
horseback in the pouring rain. Just as 
we turned onto the steep mountain 
track I saw Samuel standing under a 
tree (which afforded him little 
shelter) and he eagerly stepped 
forward as we approached and said “I 
have not been able to sleep all night as 
the words you quoted from the Bible 
have been going round in my head -  
What must I do to be saved?”  

It was a privilege in that cold wet 
Andean dawn to bring him to the 
Saviour. 

FURTHER READING 

Christian Books 

Mind Siege – LaHaye & Noebel 

Concise Guide to Today’s Religions – 
McDowell & Stewart 

Humanist Books 

Modern Humanism, Living Without 
Religion – Hobson & Jenkins   " 

the same world view. After all it is 
logical that if you reject God  and accept 
only human reasoning as the sole basis 
of truth you will make man supremely 
important and you will have a similar 
world view to others who have the same 
atheistic philosophy. 

How can we witness to 
them?  

There are some very admirable things 
which Secular Humanists believe. I 
personally feel that they have some 
things to teach us as committed 
Christians, and it would be a very 
positive strategy when dealing with 
members of this group to admit them. 
They have, at least in theory, an almost 
Christ like belief in the preciousness and 
dignity of each individual person, which 
is a very worthy emphasis. They have 
courage and insistence as a very small 
minority group, in dealing with what 
they see as wrong even at the highest 
level and they are not afraid to be a lone 
voice. 

We need to be clear in our own thinking 
about certain things when dealing with 
all intellectual atheists, and here are 
some questions which we must have 
settled for ourselves. 

Why do I believe in God? 

This is the first challenge that a 
secularist will make to anyone 
discussing their beliefs. The only answer 
which is sustainable is “because I know 
Him”. Any attempt at intellectual proofs 
of the existence of God will take us into 
the realm of mental gymnastics and 
certainly strong disagreement. My 
personal view, which I believe to be the 
biblical one, is that God cannot be 
‘known’ through the mind. We can know 
things about God with the mind, but 
God is known through the spirit. In 
Johns Gospel chapter 3 Jesus’ teaching 
is clear, only those “born of the Spirit” 
can see or enter the kingdom of God. 
Only when we have a personal 
relationship with Jesus and have a 
regenerate spirit can we have the 
assurance of Gods reality. 

Why do I believe the Bible 
is authoritative? 

Secular Humanism has no time for the 
Bible. To them it is one of many 

‘planetary’ to define their responsibility 
for human rights. 

Is it a religion? 

The Collins English Dictionary defines 
religion as “Belief in, worship of, or 
obedience to a supernatural power or 
powers considered to be divine or to have 
control of human destiny”  

The Concise Oxford Dictionary defines it 
as: 

Human recognition of superhuman 
controlling power and especially of a 
personal god entitled to obedience” 

On these definitions Secular Humanism 
cannot be classed as a religion because it 
denies the existence of the supernatural 
or the divine or superhuman. There are 
however factors in secular humanism 
which give the appearance of a religion. 
They admit the human need for 
transcendence and for ceremony so there 
are Secular Humanists who act as clergy 
and officiate at weddings and funerals 
and baby naming ceremonies although 
nothing is included in these celebrations 
to suggest a god or supernatural power. 
Tim LaHaye and David Noebel make the 
case in their book “Mind Siege” for 
including Secular Humanism as religion. 
Their definition is I am sure quite 
justified in the American political 
context, but in strict etymology Secular 
Humanism should be classed as a quasi-
religious secular movement. However, 
unlike many quasi religious movements 
and sects of today Secular Humanism has 
clearly defined and cohesive beliefs. 

Why are people involved? 

It is an interesting point about this 
movement, but in Britain there are not 
many active groups. There appear to be 
few organised groups who meet together 
on a regular basis. However, there are 
many people who seem to subscribe to 
this belief system. The list of people who 
have given their assent to the movement 
in the UK is very illustrious, including 
such people as Salmon Rushdie, 
Professor Sir A.J. Ayer, Claire Raynor, 
Professor Sir H.W. Kroto, Professor 
Bernard Crick, Lord Ritchie Calder, 
Baroness Barbara Wootton, among 
others. It is a belief system which appeals 
to those who have rejected God and who 
need to justify that intellectually. It is 
also important to note that there are many 
people who would not call themselves 
Secular Humanists who have accepted 
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Would you like to see your church equipped to reach out to those in the cults?Would you like to see your church equipped to reach out to those in the cults?Would you like to see your church equipped to reach out to those in the cults?Would you like to see your church equipped to reach out to those in the cults?    
Do you want to hold a sensible conversation with the Jehovah Witness at the door?Do you want to hold a sensible conversation with the Jehovah Witness at the door?Do you want to hold a sensible conversation with the Jehovah Witness at the door?Do you want to hold a sensible conversation with the Jehovah Witness at the door?    
Do you long to learn more about presenting the gospel using helpful apologetics?Do you long to learn more about presenting the gospel using helpful apologetics?Do you long to learn more about presenting the gospel using helpful apologetics?Do you long to learn more about presenting the gospel using helpful apologetics?    

Most answer yes to the above questions and that means you need to arrange a Most answer yes to the above questions and that means you need to arrange a Most answer yes to the above questions and that means you need to arrange a Most answer yes to the above questions and that means you need to arrange a Special Special Special Special 
Church Teaching Day with Reachout TrustChurch Teaching Day with Reachout TrustChurch Teaching Day with Reachout TrustChurch Teaching Day with Reachout Trust    

These Dynamic DaysDynamic DaysDynamic DaysDynamic Days will provide you with 

••••    InformationInformationInformationInformation on the cults, occult and new age    
• Knowledge of the greatness of the gospelgreatness of the gospelgreatness of the gospelgreatness of the gospel of the Christian faith 
••••    ApologeticsApologeticsApologeticsApologetics    to show how to reach those in these groups with the gospel.    
We do not charge for these days not because we feel they are worth nothing but we do not 
want anyone to be excluded because of lack of finance. We encourage everyone who can to 
give a £10 donation£10 donation£10 donation£10 donation. If they can give more it will help make up for those who cannot afford it. 

Beginners Day 
• The cult mind set and our 

attitude towards them. 
• Main beliefs of Jehovah 

Witnesses and Mormons 
• Basic presentation of the 

Gospel to these ones. 
• Group work to help you put into 

practice what is being taught. 

Intermediate Day 
• The ‘new age’ worldview of 

Jesus and salvation. 
• Detailed look at the Christian 

doctrines of  Jesus and 
Salvation 

• Discover how to present these 
doctrines with confidence. 

• Group work to help you put into 
practice what is being taught. 

Advanced Day 
• In-depth look at specific 

doctrines of  Jehovah Witnesses, 
Mormons and new age. 

• Introduction to the subject of 
apologetics 

• Applying apologetics to reaching 
out to cult members. 

• Group work to help you put into 
practice what is being taught. 

  

For further details and to 
book your training day 
now 

• Return the response form  
to the left. 

••••    Ring us on 0870 770 3258 
••••    Email us on: 

rt@reachouttrust.org   

Information: Equipping Training Day 

Email: 

Suggested Dates: Level: 

Phone: 

Name: 
Address: 

City:        Post Code: 
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Elders: appointed by the G.B. to form 
an elder body in each congregation. 
Publishers: baptised congregational 
members who submit to the "umbrella" 
organisation. 

The Governing Body is viewed as 
anointed and appointed by God. There-
fore this "Theocracy" carries the same 
awesome weight as if God was ruling on 
earth through them. This produces a co-
hesive "power relationship" of great 
magnitude. Note the comment from the 
Home Office document "Safe From Harm" 
Code of Practice 1993 Guideline 3:  

"Sadly, it is a common feature of 
situations where children have been 
abused that an adult has exploited the 
power that they have over a child to 
gain submission or silence. Some of 
this power derives from the superior 
physical strength of the adult, but it 
also stems from the power relation-
ship inherent in the s i tua-
tion ." (Emphasis added)  

C) Policies and Practices.  

When a child has been sexually abused 
and subjected to the most heinous of 
crimes, the most compassionate of care 
is needed immediately. Please look at 
this from a child's perspective. The inno-
cent, trusting, WT child instinctively 
turns to the above "umbrella" organisa-
tion for such care. But more and more 
we see in the media, examples of the op-
posite treatment. ("Is there no balm in 
Gilead?") The children are dismissed as 
"trouble makers" and "slanderers."  
Clearly, there is a conflict. Watch Tower 
is protecting their "corporate image" not 
the traumatised child. 

In practice, when a child or parent re-
ports a case of child abuse to an elder, 
the first thing that the "theocratically" 
trained elder will ask is, "Do you have 
two or three credible eye-witnesses?"  
Consider - if there were eyewitnesses to 
the abuse and they allowed it to go on, 
how credible would their testimony be? 
Is that not a demanding of the impossi-
ble? Imagine a surgeon pen in hand, ask-
ing an accident victim such legalities 
when his lifeblood is pouring out!  Yet 
this illustrates Watch Tower policy. Is 

FREEDOM OF RELIGION AND 
THE CARE OF CHILDREN 

We received the following by email. The 
author is known to us and is qualified in 
producing this report into the Watch 
Tower Bible and Tract Society's policy on 
child care. December 2002 

WITHOUT PREJUDICE 

A) Defining the Issues 

Freedom of religion and the care of chil-
dren: could these noble ideals conflict?  

Child abuse is pandemic and police are 
slowly coping with this crime that exists 
outside religion. But do they have the au-
thority to deal with this crime when it oc-
curs  ins ide  re l ig ion?  Should 
"ecclesiastical privilege" prevent the po-
lice from protecting children from this 
heinous crime that is inflicted upon them? 

Some churches are showing self-
regulatory discipline and have published 
child protection policies in their endeav-
our to protect the children in their care. 
They are making an attempt to purge out 
undesirable elements that could put chil-
dren at risk. It may seem that there is no 
need for any police intrusion into responsi-
ble religions. However, should this include 
Watch Tower? An understanding of the 
structure of Watch Tower and its policies 
will assist in the answering of that question. 

B) The Structure of Watch Tower. 

The Watch Tower is a registered charity 
(Number 1077961). Its official address is 
Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society of 
Britain, IBSA House, The Ridgeway, 
Mill Hill, London, NW7 1RN. Its follow-
ers are called "Jehovah's Witnesses". The 
Branch Office in Britain is not autono-
mous but it is subject to the world head-
quarters in New York, America. There-
fore the structure is deemed as follows: 

God 
Christ Jesus 
Governing Body: 11 men residing in 
New York.1 
Branch Overseers: in countries of their 
jurisdictions. 
District Overseers: have oversight of 10 
circuits (approx.) 
Circuit Overseers: have oversight of 20 
congregations (approx.) 

WATCH THE OWER 

this demonstrating responsible fiducial 
duty or irresponsible negligence? Can 
this lightly be written off and condoned 
as "religious freedom"? 

In a typical Watch Tower scenario, of 
this kind, what happens to the child, to 
the abuser, to the elders and to Watch 
Tower?   

The child is in trauma and in the depth 
of despair and confusion. This only 
worsens if, inevitably "two witnesses" 
are not provided and the victim is not 
believed. If he speaks out he can be stig-
matised and ousted from the congrega-
tion; "disfellowshipped" or deemed to 
have "disassociated" himself. Both terms 
carry the same sanction. He is ostracised 
from family and friends. He could even 
suffer materially, because the organisation 
promotes interdependency. The child will 
certainly suffer emotionally because WT 
has no childcare expertise and, historically, 
invites no professionals in this field. 
(Dreadful case histories can be cited) 3 

Quasi-judicial elders adjudge the perpe-
trator innocent where there are not "two 
eye-witnesses" and no confession.  Usu-
ally, he is not reported to the police, al-
though his name may be put in the con-
gregation's file. He can then abuse again 
and again. If he is accused once more, 
the same process will follow - no eye-
witnesses  - no police - no guilt - but 
freedom to abuse again. He relies on 
fear, silence, "theocratic loyalty" of the 
victim and the "two witnesses" policy of 
WT. All the while he is under the Watch 
Tower "umbrella", he can "cock a 
snook" at state law. To illustrate: - 

In one Australian congregation an adult 
male congregation member abused a 12-
year-old boy member, but the elders did 
not report this to the police. Conse-
quently, when the boy eventually told 
them, they reported that the same man 
had 'abused up to 40 children after the 
isolated incident'. 2 

The same system operates world-wide 
therefore the same pattern of  'serial' 
abuse happens here.  

The elders maintain a good conscience 
by conforming to Watch Tower's 
"theocratic" policy.  

2003/1 
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1   See the list of the current Governing 
Body. 
2 "Silent Witness" TV programme Chan-
nel Nine Sydney Australia. Producer 
Kirstine Lumb. 
3 See Statement from Pat Garza and Poem 
from Annette Wincott and Charles 
Stanley. 
4  French Report on Cults December 22nd 
1995 under Mr Alain Gest page 5. In that 
document, "voluntary decisions" are con-
trasted  with "completely induced 
choices". 
The Members of the "Governing Body"  

December 2002 
John E. Barr (b. 1913) 
Carey W. Barber (b.1905) 
Milton G. Henschel (b. 1920) 
Samuel Herd (b. 1935) 
Theodore Jaracz (b. 1925) 
Steve Lett (b. 1949) 
Gerrit Losch (b. 1941) 
Guy Pierce (b. 1934) 
Albert C. Schroeder (b. 1911) 
David Splane (b. 1944) 
Daniel Sydlik (b. 1919) 

ends with a simple and respectful appeal. 
It comes from the title of one of 
Spurgeon's sermons, a Bible quotation:                                                

Glossary  

Abuse victims are male and female. For 
a more fluent text only the masculine 
pronoun is used. 

The words "allege" and "alleged" are not 
used for the same reason, a smooth text. 

The use of the curt phrases, "Watch 
Tower" and "WT" implies no disrespect 
but they are used for brevity. 

Bibliography 
"The Nolan Review" "Final Report of the Inde-
pendent Review on Child Protection in the  
Catholic Church in England and Wales.  Septem-
ber 2001. 
"Policy on Child Protection" Policy Statement by 
the House of Bishops, Church of England.  
"Safe From Harm" Home Office 1993. 
"Complex Child Abuse Investigations: Inter-
Agency Issues" Home Office May 2002. 
"A Draft of a Legal and Constitutional Account of 
the Destruction of the Ecclesiastical Immunities of 
the Benefit of Clergy and the Privilege of Sanctu-
ary". James Kalb Yale Law School January 10th 
1978. 
"Protecting the Public" Home Office November 
2002. 

The Watch Tower has control so the re-
sponsibility for policy must be theirs.  
Please note: - 
D) Recommendations & Final Appeal   
As a result of many hours of intensive 
research and consultation including emo-
tional appeals3 from some of the victims, 
may we suggest the following simple 
measure? That the phone numbers of 
the NSPCC and Childline be posted in 
every church and Kingdom Hall just 
like other government Health and Safety 
notices? This would reassure the chil-
dren, give them "informed choices"4 and 
direct them to professional care. 
The question, "Should government in-
trude into religious affairs?" begs the 
equally demanding question, "Should 
Watch Tower intrude into the province of 
the executive the judiciary and the legis-
lature?"  Should not the rights of chil-
dren, the protection of children and the 
care of children take precedence over 
"ecclesiastical privilege?" 
Charles Haddon Spurgeon was a very fa-
mous Baptist preacher who founded an or-
phanage in Stockwell, London. He must 
rank along with William Wilberforce and 
other reformers of the past. So this report 

The Watchtower Society did indeed manage a small rise in 
the number of peak publishers (all Witnesses who go from 
door to door are called publishers) and average publishers be-
tween 2001 and 2002. The Peak Publishers rose by 570 
(0.46%) to 125,398 and the Average Publishers by 1,146 
(0.96%) to 120,801. However this is not the whole story as 
the chart above shows. This only brings them back to the 
level they were around the year 2000 and nowhere near the 
high levels of 1995 and 1996.  

We can also see from the further tables and information be-
low that things have not gone well over the past 10 years. 

If you start with the number of average publishers in 1993 
and add the number of baptisms over the past 10 years we 
discover that the Society should have had 157031 average 
publishers last year. Instead the actual figure is 120801, 

This means the Society has lost 36,230 (23.07%) active mem-
bers in the past 10 years or over 3,5000 per year. 

On the positive side we discover that in 2002 for the first time 
since 1996 Baptism actually rose by 4.03% However again 
taken over the 10 year period there has been a decline in bap-
tisms by 51.85% 

Continued on p.13 

WATCHTOWER STATISTICS 2002 Year Av.Pblshrs No. Baptisms Total Should be 

1993 122245 5200 - 

1994 123194 4764 127445 
1995 125138 4546 132209 
1996 124623 4758 136755 
1997 123318 4161 141513 
1998 123191 3375 145674 
1999 121723 2844 149049 
2000 120592 2731 151893 
2001 119655 2407 154624 
2002 120801 2504 157031 
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Christian churches will simply be hypo-
critical. But is all well in ‘Zion’? Have 
they, like the Southern Baptists, moved 
on? Certainly, an event like BYU’s 
Walk of Life seems to indicate as much. 

MORMONISM’S REAL SECRET 
DOCTRINE 

It is popularly believed that the most 
“secret” aspects of Mormon doctrine are 
those surrounding the Mormon temple. 
Try and get a Mormon to talk about 
what goes on in those places and you 
will quickly learn – nothing. They will 
not talk about their temple ceremonies, 
claiming that they are too sacred to dis-
cuss with anyone else. However, Mor-
mons will talk about the temple any 
time, showing great pride in this aspect 
of Mormonism’s restorationist doctrine.  
When temples are built folk who would 
normally not be allowed access are in-
vited to a special open house, to take a 
tour of the facility, to have this pecu-
liarly Mormon doctrine explained – in 
general terms. Books are published on 
the subject, classes held in local chapels, 
and literature of all kinds issued to ex-
plain the restoration of temples “in these 
latter days”. 

While reticent on the specifics Mormons 
are very proud of their temples. Some-
thing Mormons are much more diffident 
about is the detail in Mormonism’s his-
torical theology. Anyone who has stud-
ied Mormonism will know of the Plan of 
Salvation. In this plan Mormons see a 
panoramic view of man’s “progress” 
from a pre-mortal existence with God, 
through a mortal probation, to an eter-
nity determined by the individual’s obe-
dience to the Mormon gospel. Accord-
ing to this account men and women 
fought in a great battle in this pre-mortal 
world. Lucifer rebelled against God and 
persuaded many of these pre-mortals to 
follow him.  When the revolt was de-
feated, Lucifer became Satan, and he 
and his followers were cast out of 
heaven into the earth as demons. 

Those who remained were promised 
physical bodies and the opportunity to 
prove themselves worthy in their earth 
life of future blessings in eternity.  
Some, however, had not been so valiant 

black community stood tall. My eyes, 
blinded by bigotry, could not see the 
kingdom of God at work” (Soul Survi-
vor, p.38) 

Since 1990 the Mormon Brigham Young 
University has staged a “Walk of Life” 
on Martin Luther Day to commemorate 
the man and to emphasise some aspect 
of his work that should be implemented 
in our own lives. The focus of this year’s 
walk (2003) is to help people understand 
that Martin Luther King Day is every-
one's holiday, not a black holiday. One 
student is reported as saying “He taught 
us to all get along, that no man is better 
than another and that no race is superior 
to another.” A black student from Ar-
kansas has said, however, that, while 
many people feel equality exists at 
BYU, she feels there is a long way to go. 
“I think there’s a problem at BYU that 
‘all is well in Zion’”, she said. 

We know, of course, that Mormons 
have, in the past, held beliefs every bit 
as racist as any other church’s beliefs. It 
does seem an irony that Martin Luther 
King Day should be marked in a Univer-
sity named after Brigham Young, who 
was probably one of the most racist reli-
gious leaders in American history. It was 
Brigham Young who declared: 

“You see some classes of the human 
family that are black, uncouth, un-
comely, disagreeable and low in their 
habits, wild, and seemingly deprived of 
nearly all the blessings of the intelli-
gence that is generally bestowed upon 
mankind…and the Lord has put a mark 
upon him, which is the flat nose and 
the black skin.” (Journal of Discourses, 
vol.7pp.290-91) 

Many such pronouncements have been 
made down the years, and by many Mor-
mon leaders. However, they are no more 
inflammatory than statements made by 
some Christian leaders of the past, espe-
cially in the Southern States. They and 
their churches have gone on to repent of 
holding such views, as is so eloquently 
demonstrated by Philip Yancey in his 
book. Mormons, surely, must be allowed 
to change their minds about these things 
too. For, without such forbearance, 

Each year on the third Monday of Janu-
ary schools, federal offices, post office 
and banks across America close to mark 
the birth, the life and the dream of Dr. 
Martin Luther King, JR. It is a time for 
the nation to remember the injustices that 
Dr. King fought. A time to remember his 
fight for the freedom, equality, and dig-
nity of all races and peoples. A time to 
remember the message of change through 
non-violence. 

In his book Soul Survivor, Philip Yancey 
tells of growing up in Atlanta, Georgia. 
His great-grandfather owned slaves and 
Yancey, born in 1949, tells of the turmoil 
as the civil rights movement painfully 
gained ground for the descendants of 
those slaves. He unquestioningly assimi-
lated all the prejudices of his society in 
which black people were forbidden to eat 
in the same restaurants as white people, 
black children went to different schools 
from white children and even toilets were 
marked ‘White Men’ ‘White Women’ 
and ‘Coloured’. It wasn’t until 1954 that 
the Supreme Court ruled in favour of in-
tegrated schools, and 1964 saw restau-
rants and motels forced to serve all races. 
And only in 1965 were minorities guar-
anteed the right to vote. As Yancey 
writes, “We lived in apartheid condi-
tions”, and he didn’t question the system 
he lived under. 

In 1845 the Southern Baptist Convention 
was formed when Northern abolitionists 
said that slave owners were unfit to be 
missionaries. Yancey tells us that “in 
1995, 140 years after forming over the 
issue of slavery, the Southern Baptist 
Convention formally repented of their 
long-term support of racism.” 

In a moving paragraph he describes the 
change in his own heart as he had learned 
to see things in a new light: 

“I have visited King’s old church in At-
lanta, Ebenezer Baptist, and sat in 
tears as I saw through new eyes the 
moral centre of the black community 
that gave them strength to fight 
against bigots like me. I was on the out-
side in those days, cracking jokes, 
spreading rumours, helping sustain a 
system of evil. Inside the church, and 
for a time only inside the church, the 
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And it came to pass that Enoch contin-
ued to call upon all the people, save it 
were the people of Canaan, to repent; 
(Moses, 7:7-8,12) 

The curse is a denial of blessings, espe-
cially priesthood but also denial even of 
hearing the gospel. The mark is a dark 
skin. A third source shows a similar pic-
ture. In the Book of Mormon the Nephites 
are faithful in following God’s plan while 
their brothers, the Lamanites, rebel. The 
two groups separate and, in order to dis-
tinguish the faithful from the rebellious, 
the latter are marked with a dark skin. 

Wherefore, the word of the Lord was 
fulfilled which he spake unto me, saying 
that: Inasmuch as they will not hearken 
unto thy words they shall be cut off 
from the presence of the Lord. And be-
hold, they were cut off from his pres-
ence. 

And he had caused the cursing to come 
upon them, yea, even a sore cursing, be-
cause of their iniquity. For behold, they 
had hardened their hearts against him, 
that they had become like unto a flint; 
wherefore, as they were white, and ex-
ceedingly fair and delightsome, that 
they might not be enticing unto my peo-
ple the Lord God did cause a skin of 
blackness to come upon them. 

And thus saith the Lord God: I will 
cause that they shall be loathsome unto 
thy people, save they shall repent of 
their iniquities. 

And cursed shall be the seed of him 
that mixeth with their seed; for they 
shall be cursed even with the same 
cursing. And the Lord spake it, and it 
was done. 

And because of their cursing which was 
upon them they did become an idle peo-
ple, full of mischief and subtlety, and 
did seek in the wilderness for beasts of 
prey. (2 Nephi 5:20-24) 

Further on in the same story the descen-
dants of those first Nephites are warned: 

O my brethren, I fear that unless ye 
shall repent of your sins that their [the 
Lamanites] skins will be whiter than 
yours, when ye shall be brought with 
them before the throne of God. (Jacob 
3:8) 

Indeed, much later in the book many La-

Egyptus, which in the Chaldean signi-
fies Egypt, which signifies that which 
is forbidden; 

When this woman discovered the land 
it was under water, who afterward 
settled her sons in it; and thus, from 
Ham, sprang that race which pre-
served the curse in the land. 

Now the first government of Egypt 
was established by Pharaoh, the eldest 
son of Egyptus, the daughter of Ham, 
and it was after the manner of the 
government of Ham, which was patri-
archal. 

Pharaoh, being a righteous man, estab-
lished his kingdom and judged his peo-
ple wisely and justly all his days, seek-
ing earnestly to imitate that order es-
tablished by the fathers in the first 
generations, in the days of the first 
patriarchal reign, even in the reign of 
Adam, and also of Noah, his father, 
who blessed him with the blessings of 
the earth, and with the blessings of 
wisdom, but cursed him as pertaining 
to the Priesthood. 

Now, Pharaoh being of that lineage by 
which he could not have the right of 
Priesthood, notwithstanding the Phar-
aohs would fain claim it from Noah, 
through Ham, therefore my father 
was led away by their idolatry; (Book 
of Abraham, vv.21-27) 

The ‘Mark of Cain’ is thus clearly iden-
tified as an obvious barrier for the Ca-
naanites to full participation in the bless-
ings God has for His children. In other 
Mormon scripture we read the follow-
ing: 

And the Lord said unto me: Prophesy; 
and I prophesied, saying: Behold the 
people of Canaan, which are numerous, 
shall go forth in battle array against 
the people of Shum, and shall slay 
them that they shall utterly be de-
stroyed; and the people of Canaan shall 
divide themselves in the land, and the 
land shall be barren and unfruitful, and 
none other people shall dwell there but 
the people of Canaan; 

For behold, the Lord shall curse the 
land with much heat, and the barren-
ness thereof shall go forth forever; 
and there was a blackness came upon 
all the children of Canaan, that they 
were despised among all people. 

in the battle, waiting to see who would 
win, and they would not be allowed such 
great blessings on earth.  They were 
marked by being born with a dark skin - 
which is the Mormon explanation for the 
Negroes.  Until 1978 anyone with Negro 
blood was not allowed to hold the Mor-
mon priesthood. Indeed, Mormon mis-
sionaries were instructed to avoid prose-
lytising black people. 

The Mormon prophet Joseph Fielding 
Smith explains this teaching: 

“There is a reason why one man is born 
black and with other disadvantages, 
while another is born white with great 
advantages.  The reason is that we 
once had an estate before we came 
here, and were obedient, more or less, 
to the laws that were given us there.  
Those who were faithful in all things 
there received greater blessings here, 
and those who were not faithful re-
ceived less.” (Doctrines of Salvation, 
vol.1, p.61) 

The problem here is that, while other 
religious leaders may repent of holding 
such views, confessing to have misinter-
preted scripture according to their own 
prejudices, Mormons have no such route 
available to them. While Christians may 
confess to having misunderstood the 
early chapters of Genesis and the mean-
ing of the story of Cain, this is not possi-
ble for the Mormons, for the simple rea-
son that there is no room for equivoca-
tion or interpretation in their scriptures. 

In Mormon scripture the position is very 
clearly explained: 

Behold, Potiphar's Hill was in the land 
of Ur, of Chaldea. And the Lord broke 
down the altar of Elkenah, and of the 
gods of the land, and utterly de-
stroyed them, and smote the priest 
that he died; and there was great 
mourning in Chaldea, and also in the 
court of Pharaoh; which Pharaoh signi-
fies king by royal blood. 

Now this king of Egypt was a descen-
dant from the loins of Ham, and was a 
partaker of the blood of the Canaan-
ites by birth. 

From this descent sprang all the Egyp-
tians, and thus the blood of the Ca-
naanites was preserved in the land. 

The land of Egypt being first discov-
ered by a woman, who was the daugh-
ter of Ham, and the daughter of 
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beginning. Lifting the ban in 1978 does 
nothing for the status of black people in 
Mormon historical theology. The ban 
has been lifted as a matter of political 
expediency, the curse remains as a mat-
ter of fundamental doctrine. 

In the official Institute (religious studies) 
manual on the Books of Abraham and 
Moses these issues are skirted around. 
For the Book of Moses in particular, 
where it speaks of Canaanites turning 
black, the relevant verses are ignored 
altogether as the manual covers Moses 
7:3-4; Moses 7:13; Moses 7:19 and 
then on to the later verses. Thus by sub-
tle means this becomes one of the great-
est secret of Mormonism today. May 
God bless all those who, in the spirit of 
Martin Luther King, strive to achieve 
racial equality and mutual understand-
ing. May He bless Mormons who strive 
for such things, but may He also open 
their eyes to the fundamental contradic-
tion between the laudable sentiments in 
many Mormon hearts and the abomina-
ble doctrines enshrined in Mormon 
Scripture and theology.   " 

of their racist opinions, the Mormon 
Church has simply had a convenient 
revelation that gives the impression of 
leaving racism behind while leaving it 
enshrined in their scriptures and in their 
most fundamental doctrines of God and 
man. Black skin is still explained in 
Mormon scripture as a mark of rebellion 
and unfaithfulness. Those who have 
black skin are still, in Mormon scripture, 
those that were less valiant, therefore 
proving themselves less worthy, in a 
pre-mortal life. 

According to the Book of Abraham the 
mark and the curse singles out the idola-
trous. According to the Book of Moses 
the mark and the curse single out those 
who are violent and despised, to be de-
nied the gospel. According to the Book 
of Mormon they single out the rebel-
lious, the unlovely, the iniquitous, the 
loathsome and the mischievous. 

To repent of such views the Mormon 
Church would have to reject something 
that is fundamental to their faith, en-
shrined in their scripture, part of the very 
pattern laid out by their god from the 

manites repent and join with the Nephites 
with astonishing results: 

And it came to pass that those Lama-
nites who had united with the Nephites 
were numbered among the Nephites; 

And their curse was taken from them, 
and their skin became white like unto 
the Nephites; 

And their young men and their daugh-
ters became exceedingly fair, and they 
were numbered among the Nephites, 
and were called Nephites. (3 Nephi 
2:14-16) 

WALKING THE WALK 

There can be no doubt that the sentiments 
expressed by students and faculty alike 
on the BYU Walk of Life are heart-felt 
and genuine. Although many Mormons 
left the church in protest at the 1978 deci-
sion to allow Negroes the priesthood, 
many more embraced the decision with 
considerable relief. However, there is un-
finished business here. While other 
churches and individuals have repented 

In this accessible, informative introduction to Mormonism, Bill 
McKeever and Eric Johnson compare the main points of Mormon 
theology to orthodox Christianity. How do Mormon beliefs about 
God, man, Scripture, salvation, and revelation differ from those of 
Christianity? The authors’ point-by point study includes helpful 
summaries at the end of each major section. 
Mormon Apostle Bruce McConkie says, “Mormonism is Christian-
ity; Christianity is Mormonism; they are one and the same.” The 
authors refute that claim as they explain the man-centred, polythe-
istic theology of the Latter-day Saints Church. Frequently quoting 
Mormon leaders and pointing to Mormon scriptures, the authors 
show how Mormonism is incompatible with Christian theology. In 
so doing they address this basic question: Can an individual or or-
ganisation wilfully deny or distort the basics of the Christian faith 
and still be considered (or claim to be) Christian? 
With a wealth of firsthand experience working with Mormons, the 
authors provide practical witnessing tips, in dialogue form, at the 
end of each section. Mormonism 101 is a valuable resource for un-
derstanding the beliefs of your Mormon friends and neighbours 
and a guide for reaching out to them with the Christian gospel. 

Bill McKeever who many of you would have met out the 2002 Reachout Convention is the founder of 
Mormonism Research Ministry in California, and the author of Answering Mormons’ Questions. 
 
Eric Johnson also works with Mormonism Research Ministry. McKeever and Johnson are co-authors 
of Questions to Ask Your Mormon Friend. 
 

See the enclosed leaflet for a Special Offer on 
this great book 
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Look Both Ways 

I was flicking through a magazine re-
cently when a title caught my eye in an 
advert for gospel leaflets. It was called 
“Look Both Ways”. I have no idea what 
the leaflet was about, but the title struck 
me as very appropriate for the message 
we bring. When we first begin to talk to 
people of other faiths (or no faith) it soon 
becomes apparent that arguing and tell-
ing them they are going to hell doesn’t 
work. No one can be forced to believe 
something, or stop believing in some-
thing. Being antagonistic does not per-
suade them to listen to us. We need a 
gentler approach. Peter told us to answer 
people “with gentleness and respect” (1 
Pet.3: 15b). The best way is not to try to 
dictate to people what they should be-
lieve, just to ask that before they make a 
decision, they ‘Look Both Ways’. The 
phrase I usually use is to ask them to 
make an informed decision. 

People are usually much more receptive 
to this suggestion, believing that their 
faith will stand up under scrutiny. If we 
can keep their minds open, a bit of re-
search will often open their eyes too. 

When I began to think about God and 
religion in my teens, two smart young 
men knocked at my door and began to 
talk to me about the love of God and the 
sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the cross. 
They began to teach me and my family, 
and with little or no religious background 
to compare it with, it all sounded really 
Christian. The result was that my whole 
family joined the Mormon Church. 

Once in, we had no reason to look else-
where because we believed we had found 
the truth. It was 18 years later that I was 
willing to read the book of Romans with-
out any preconceptions – and I discov-
ered grace. Like most other faiths, Mor-
monism teaches salvation by works. To 

discover the grace of God when I was 
already deeply concerned about my fail-
ure to keep all the commandments, all the 
time, was a shock. I began to ‘Look Both 
Ways’. And then I gradually discovered 
all the other things in the Bible that were 
different in Mormonism. 

Yet during those 18 years I had had many 
arguments with Christians and Jehovah’s 
Witnesses, and I had always defended 
my faith. I was not prepared to believe 
that my faith, which was so precious to 
me, could be so wrong. I had to find it 
out for myself. 

This is no longer a Christian country and 
people do not grow up with a grounding 
in Christian teaching or a knowledge of 
the Bible. A Jehovah’s Witness at my 
door the other day complained that their 
work is harder these days because people 
have no Bible and cannot discuss faith 
with them. When someone begins to con-
sider spiritual things they are not 
equipped to make sound judgements. 
There is a great need for people who will 
show them the alternatives and teach 
them to investigate and weigh up before 
they commit themselves. 

In the years since I became a Christian, I 
have found over and over again that 
Christianity is the only faith that stands 
up under scrutiny. Becoming a Christian 
is not an intellectual exercise, but it does 
make intellectual sense. 

Once someone has recognised their hun-
ger for God and begun to look in the 
wrong place, it is not necessary to bom-
bard them with great arguments – and 
possibly drive them away. That way you 
can sometimes win the battle but lose the 
war. It is up to us as Christians to gain 
their trust and encourage them to investi-
gate further. Then you can give them 
some appropriate information and ask 
them to ‘Look Both Ways’. 

This provokes the question “What 
‘appropriate information’ do we give 
them?” If we are going to ask people to 
‘Look Both Ways’ we have to be able to 
present the alternative. It is a sad fact 
that many Christians, having looked to 
Christ for their salvation, never look any 
further. I am amazed at the number of 
ignorant Christians who can’t explain 
what they believe or why they believe it. 
Not only does study deepen our under-
standing, it deepens our faith and our 
relationship with God. And how can we 
proclaim the Good News if we don’t 
know what it is? “How can they hear 
without someone preaching to 
them?” (Rom.10: 14) Many Christians 
don’t share their faith because they are 
afraid they won’t be able to answer 
questions. “Always be prepared to give 
an answer to everyone who asks you to 
give the reason for the hope that you 
have.” (1 Pet.3: 15) 

Another part of that preparation can be 
learning to look at things from their per-
spective. Find out what they believe and 
why. Find out what concerns them and 
what sort of questions they would ask. 
Then prepare yourself so you know how 
to answer them and address their con-
cerns from the Bible. 

This is why Reachout Trust offers semi-
nars on various cults and other religions, 
so that we can help Christians to under-
stand where these people are coming 
from and where the flaws are in their 
belief systems. This is why we also 
teach apologetics, to equip Christians to 
be able to defend their faith. 

In my work over the years as a Christian 
trying to reach out to Mormons I have 
been amazed at the development of my 
own faith as I have sought answers to 
their questions. ‘Look Both Ways’ bene-
fits us as well.   " 

The Religion that Kills by Dr Linda S. Kramer is a 265 page book explaining how Christian Scien-
tists are trapped by a way of thinking which twists their perception of reality, teaches them to mis-
trust their senses, and short circuits their ability to make informed, reasoned decisions regarding 
health care. In short it shows clearly that they are under "mind control." 

Linda was raised as a Christian Scientist for 30 years before she let for doctrinal reasons. She then 
spent many years seeking to break its emotional hold. This is her story and the revelation of the 
things she discovered. 

 To order this book send a cheque for £9.50 made payable to KM House to 

 Mrs K House  27a Seaward Avenue  Southbourne Bournemouth BH6 3SJ  
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This book Conversations with God, by 
Neale Donald Walsch is published by 
Hodder & Stoughton and the edition I 
am quoting from here is copyrighted 
1995. 

Like many books written these days that 
move away from mainstream Christian-
ity the author prepares the reader for 
criticism, 

“Thus will this very book be called 
blasphemy - the work of the devil - by 
some” - p.196. 

However that is not the statement I want 
to make without evidence, I want us to 
look logical at what is written within its 
pages and the claims it makes about it-
self. 

What is interesting is when we discover 
the claims made about this book and 
consider the basis carefully we can only 
come to one conclusion - to believe 
what is written here is illogical and no 
one should be taken in by it. Please note 
from the points below - this is the con-
clusion from Walsch’s own writing not 
a biased outside view. Why do I say 
this? 

1. We read on page 3 that God says in 
response to Walsch’s questioning that 
he 

“… communicate(s) with thought… I 
often use images and pictures. For 
this reason, thoughts are more effec-
tive that mere words as tools of com-
munication.” 

In other words the book was dictated by 
God but the author was thinking the 
words in his own mind. However the 
Bible also makes such a claim, 

“God, after He spoke long ago to the 
fathers in the prophets in many por-
tions and in many ways, in these last 
days has spoken to us in His Son…” He-
brews 1:1-2. 

If this book is true and can be accepted 
then how much MORE should the Bible 
be taken as the words of God. Yet this is 
not the case indeed the book often belit-
tles and indeed denies the truth of the 

Bible. 

“Leaders, Ministers, Rabbis, Priest, 
Books. The Bible, for heaven’s sake! 
(God answers) Those are not authori-
tative sources.” - p.8. 

However he we have the first problem - 
the Bible that claims to be the words of 
God in the same way as this book does 
cannot be trusted in the eyes of the au-
thor. Neither then can his own book 
which is built on the same foundation. 

2. Another aspect of this book that 
shows its lack of credibility and illogi-
cal reasoning to trust it is its subjectiv-
ity. 

“So I have given you other tools of 
knowing. And these are called feel-
ings. And so too, thoughts. Now the 
supreme irony here is that you have 
all placed so much importance on the 
Word of God, and so little on the ex-
perience.” 

I really wonder what the irony is be-
cause the Bible is objective in its stance 
and the information it contains can be 
tested and shown to be true. Not so 
“Conversations” because the subjectiv-
ity and feelings would change with each 
person. You can never have a clear 
foundation and nothing is absolute and 
so nothing is a solid foundation. 

3. On page 5 we are told that what is 
from God “contains truth” but we still 
have to ask as Pilate did, “What is 
truth?” Truth cannot be subjective be-
cause one man’s truth would be another 
man’s lie. Truth must be objective and 
absolute so as to be a proper tool of 
judgement. But there are no objectives 
or absolutes in “Conversations.” On 
p.39 God says, 

“I have never set down a ‘right’ or 
‘wrong,’ a ‘do’ or a ‘don’t.’ To do so 
would strip you completely of your 
greatest gift - the opportunity to do 
as you please…” 

With such a God without absolutes 
there can be no truth because it is al-

ways changing. Hence the ‘God’ of 
this book is not communicating truth 
and it is illogical to accept it. 

4. Amazingly the claim is that God in-
spires books such as “Conversations” 
and “Course of Miracles” but not the 
Bible. In several instances (see pages 
45 and 95) the Bible is even misused in 
an effort to prove “Conversations” to 
be acceptable. 

When logical reasoning is applied to 
the claims of this book we see that it is 
far more reliable to accept the Bible. 
We then must conclude that it is dan-
gerous to rely on the teachings of 
“Conversations” because it is leading 
us into a totally different direction than 
the True Scriptures.  

Below we look at just a few examples 
of the error of “Conversations.” All of 
the quotes below teach the opposite of 
Scripture. What are you going to 
choose - this book that cannot be 
checked out or ‘proven’ in any way or 
the Bible that can be established as true 
by test internal and external. 

Person of God 

“If you believe that God is the crea-
tor and decider of all things in your 
life, you are mistaken. God is the ob-
server, not the creator.” - p.13 

“Excuse me, but why not eliminate 
the events? (God answers) A very 
good suggestion. Unfortunately, I 
have no control over them.” - p.105. 

“Conversations” shows God to be sub-
servient to events and not the creator of 
all things. However the Bible shows 
that He is the Creator and indeed the 
Sustainer of all life.  

Person of Christ 

“So who said Jesus was perfect?” - 
p.192 

“Conversations” as many such books, 
seeks to belittle the person of Christ. 
However check out both the historical 
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evidence and the Biblical evidence and 
we find that Christ was perfect and He is 
the only man ever to live such a life.  

The Devil and Hell 
“And so you have created in your my-
thology the being you call the ‘devil’” - 
p.14. 

“I tell you there is no such experience 
after death as you have constructed in 
your fear-based theologies… I do not 
send you there (to hell)… You, yourself, 
create the experience… Yet even this 
experience is never eternal.” - pp.40-41 

“Conversations” wants us to believe the 
devil does not exist and so we need not 
worry about hell. Not only the Bible 
shows this to be not true but look into the 
world and see the evil of man against 
man - this is not normal this is supernatu-
ral evil. 

The Devil is real and an eternity in hell is 
also real for those who choose to follow 
him. He will be there and those that 
choose to follow him will also be there. 

Man’s failure and  
Man’s future 

“No wait a minute! Who’s seeking to be 

like the devil? (God answers) You are! 
You all are! You’ve even created relig-
ions that tell you that you are born in 
sin - that you are sinners at birth…” - 
p.85 

“There is no such thing as ‘getting to 
heaven.’ There is only knowing that you 
are already there.” - p.98. 

“You never do die. Life is eternal. You 
are immortal. You never die.” 

Man did not fail - man has no problems - 
just think your way into an eternal future, 
says “Conversations”. The Bible reality 
is that there is sin and as a result there is 
death, not just physical but spiritual. We 
do not all have eternal life with Christ 
automatically we need to accept the way 
that God offers us. 

Fall of Man and the  
Redemption of Christ 

“You are saying that My Son - who you 
called the One Perfect One - has saved 
you from your own imperfection - the 
imperfection I gave you. In other 
words, God’s Son has saved you from 
what His Father did. This is how you - 
many of you - say I’ve set it up. Now 
who is mocking whom?” - p.137 

“You have had 647 past lives, since you 
insist on being exact. This is your 
648th.” - p.204. 

Of course if there is no problem then 
there is also no need of an answer. Rein-
carnation sounds so easy but again it is 
totally illogical because it puts you at the 
mercy of fate and you never know how 
many lives you have to live. You might 
never make it and the world might end 
with you still in limbo. 

However history, archaeology and the 
Bible all show that Christ died and He 
died for a purpose. He is the One who 
can pay off your ‘karmic debt’ and set 
you free. 

If you think there is no disease then you 
need no cure. If you accept that there is a 
disease called ‘sin’ then you need to take 
the correct cure. In this case as we have 
seen by comparing “Conversations” and 
the Bible, the only cure is salvation 
through Jesus Christ. 

CONCLUSION 
I ask again, what are you going to 
choose - this book that cannot be 
checked out or ‘proven’ in any way or 
the Bible that can be established as true 
by test internal and external. Our eternal 
future depends on our answer.   " 

Continued from p.7. WATCH THE TOWER 

Of course if this increase continues it will be a different story but the last 
year of increase, 1996, was 4.46% up on 1995. However 1997 saw a 
drop of 14.35% 

The table below first shows the number of hours that have been put in by 
each average publisher. It is significant that average monthly hours have 
dropped from 195.18 to 147.41 over the last 10 years. 

Next we show the number of hours it takes to produce one Bible Study.  

 

Even with the increase in Bible Studies mentioned 
below we see that whereas in 1993 it took an average 
of 1.97 hours to start a Bible Study, this has risen to 
2.95 in 2002. 

Whereas there again has been a healthy increase 
(8.71%) in the number of Bible Studies in 2002 from 
37,645 to 40,923 this should be seen in the overall 
decline in the last 10 years. Indeed this only puts it 
back to the levels achieved in 1997 and over 30% 
down from 1993. 

The final graph shows the numbers attending the me-
morial meal each Passover.  

Year Av.Pbls Total-
Hours 

Av Hours 
per Pbl. 

Total No. 
Bible Stdy. 

Hours to 
start 1. 

1993 122245 23859264 195.18 61946 1.97 
1994 123194 22967537 186.43 60912 2.02 
1995 125138 22992785 183.74 57386 2.18 
1996 124623 21284251 170.79 52462 2.38 
1997 123318 20775842 168.47 41102 3.00 
1998 123191 20088395 163.07 36275 3.40 
1999 121723 18894151 155.22 37383 3.26 
2000 120592 18484412 153.28 37373 3.23 
2001 119655 17900817 149.60 37645 3.18 
2002 120801 17807826 147.41 40923 2.95 
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At present, there are no laws in the UK 
which prevent churches and Christian 
organisations from employing only 
Christians. 

The Race, Employment and Equal Treat-
ment (European) Directives, which are 
due to be implemented in UK legislation 
by December 2003, are designed to out-
law unfair discrimination on six 
grounds: sex, race, disability, sexual ori-
entation, religion and age, in the fields 
of employment and training. 

Whilst, as Christians, we welcome the 
outlawing of discrimination of any type, 
the draft Regulations as they currently 
stand will mean that churches and Chris-
tian organisations (indeed any faith-
based group) could be accused of direct 
religious discrimination if they insist on 
recruiting only Christians.  Other scenar-
ios, such as the dismissal of an em-
ployee who after being recruited con-
verts to another faith, could similarly 
land Christian organisations in court. 

The draft Regulations do not contain the 
full range of protections and safeguards 
permitted in the European Directive. 

The UK Government is currently con-
ducting a consultation period, whereby 
comments on the draft Regulations can 
be received by the Department of Trade 
& Industry up until 24th January 2003. 

We would urge you to find out more 
about the draft Regulations by visiting 
our friends in the Faithworks Movement 
or the Christian Institute.  They both 
provide guidance on how to express 
your views to Government.  Faithworks 
is running a 'Keep the Faith Campaign' - 
you can sign the petition that will be 
presented to Government.  The Christian 
Institute has produced a free leaflet 
'Squeezing churches into a secular 
mould', and will be suggesting addi-
tional ways of campaigning on the issue 
after the 24 January. For both resources, 
consult their websites at the following 
addresses: 

h t t p : / / w w w . f a i t h w o r k s . i n f o /
Standard.asp?ID=253 

h t t p : / / w w w . c h r i s t i a n . o r g . u k /
directive2003/index.htm 

It is vital that the right of churches and 
Christian organisations to retain their 
core ethos and values be protected.  We 
invite you to take action now.   " 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

First this month from a former Jehovah's 
Witness. 

Hi Doug DW here just to let you know 
ithat I was baptized at the Christian Fel-
lowship on Sunday. Thank you for putting 
me in touch with E. who referred me 
there. There is just one thing I want to 
give up and that is smoking cigarettes. I 
am finding it incredibly hard but it is not a 
good testimony to my family who are all 
Jehovah’s Witnesses. May I ask that you 
pray for me to help me to give up. Chris-
tian Agape - D. 
 
 
Next a woman made contact with us 
whose husband had become a Witness af-
ter many years of marriage. She is Angli-
can and we asked our local contact to 
help. A few days later we received this 
reply. 

P. rang this evening to say that her hus-
band has decided NOT to join the Wit-
nesses (Praise God!!). She was really 
grateful for my visit and she asked about 
making a donation, so I said that she 
could send whatever she wanted to give 
direct to the office. So really great news. 
I've said that if either of them wants to 
chat in the future then I'll be available or 
they can e-mail if they prefer. I've also 
recommended that they attend one of their 
local evangelical churches. 

 

My apologies for the delay in replying to 
your letter, but I have been without a PC 
and also away for a while. However, we 
really did appreciate your visit to us and 
your ministry about new age thinking. It 
has been interesting to hear a good num-
ber of our folk say how that your visit had 
not only helped them, but that they had 
been able to recognise where a number of 
people they have contact with are coming 
from. We pray the Lord will use this to 
bring many opportunities for sharing the 
gospel with them. 

 As usual ‘your wife’s husband’ was very 

   much appreciated and we really 
   are grateful for your fellowship 
   and ministry. Thanks also for 
   your willingness to help us in the 
   future and we shall be looking for 
   opportunities to take this up. 

    

  Thank  you  so  much  for helping 
  me.  I've  learnt so  much in a few 
  days! I can now bookmark a web 
  page, read acrobat files (my kids  

  taught me!) download files from the 
web, shop on-line. It's amazing what you 
can learn if you really want to do some-
thing!!  

The 'books' are brilliant, especially the 
'Name' one. The others just need careful 
study to take some more of it in. All this 
study has had two beneficial effects: 

I know a lot more about what I believe in 

It is suddenly so much easier to talk to 
other people about my faith, T. included.  

Thank you so much for the prayers. On 
Monday I got the opportunity to sit and 
chat to T. (a Jehovah's Witness) for 4 
hours in the end!! It was amazing the 
things that came to me that I didn't realise 
that I even knew. I think she has agreed to 
read the 'Why Jesus?' leaflet I gave her. 
She hadn't as she didn't want it to give her 
ammunition, as she put it. I said I wasn't 
afraid to read her info or other books, as 
before I start I pray that God will reveal 
the Truth to me. She liked that idea.  

Since then, a cell group at the neighbour-
ing Baptist Church have also joined in 
praying. They are joining in our Deanery 
Mission later this year - they're practising 
now! I shall pass on your details to my 
Church as they could give me no help but 
prayer originally. I'll also try to write an 
article for our next magazine. Thank you 
again.  - L. 

 

Finally an email which we have received 
from Stewardship Services which is not 
just about Reachout Trust but could affect 
all churches and Christian organisations. 
We therefore felt it was important that as 
many as possible should hear about it. 

New employment laws threaten 
religious liberty  

This could affect your church or any 
Christian organisation of which you are a 
part. 
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My Christmas peace was shattered by the 
BBC chasing me on the Friday after Box-
ing Day. In the end I did several inter-
views on the issue of cloning but more 
specifically on the cultic connections. 

At the time of writing it still seems highly 
unlikely that their claims on cloning will 
prove to be true but just who are the 
Raelians. 

We researched and wrote on the Raelians 
several years ago when we produced our 
notes on UFOs. Here is what we said 
about them then - they have changed little 
since that time. 

______________________ 

The Raelian Society claims to have 
35,000 members in 85 different countries 
and as it stands for the most basic of hu-
man rights, it is beneficial to everyone. 
They claim that the first book they pub-
lished has sold more than one million 
copies and its effect has been to change 
the lives of millions of people. This has 
happened because their values are based 
on "the latest developments in science 
and the demystification of religion." 

It all began with a French Journalist 
named Rael. The story goes that in De-
cember 1973 in a remote part of central 
France he was contacted by an extrater-
restrial. This turned out to be not just one 
coincidental meeting but they met in the 
same place over six days. This ET 
brought a specific message to Rael and 
the Raelian web site explains this mes-
sage as follows: 

The messages dictated to Rael explain 
how life on Earth is not the result of 
random evolution nor the work of a su-
pernatural 'God'. It is a deliberate 
creation, using DNA, by a scientifically 
advanced people who made human be-
ings literally "in their image." Refer-
ences to these scientists and their 
work, as well as their symbol of infinity 
can be found in the ancient texts of 
many cultures. For example, in Genesis, 
the biblical account of creation, the 
word "ELOHIM" has been mistrans-
lated as "God" in the singular, but it is a 
plural, which means "those who came 
from sky". 

At the foundation of the Raelian Society 
we find an anti-Christian message that 
wants to remove the God revealed in 
Scripture and replace Him with ET's 
from the sky. There is no evidence for 
what is said but when it so radically 
wants to change the whole concept of 
belief in God, it is not hard to see that 
such a message comes from the Satanic 
realm; the realm that has been seeking to 
usurp God from the very beginning of 
time. 

Having first dealt a deathblow to God 
with the initial message the Society then 
takes basic religious teaching and his-
tory and turns it to itself. We are told 
that these 'Elohim' from the skies did not 
just leave us alone for all these years but 
have kept in touch through their proph-
ets such as Moses, Buddha, Jesus and 
Mohammed. 

This aspect of their teaching shows the 
lack of research by anyone accepting the 
Raelian message. In the first book of the 
Bible, Genesis, Moses brought a mes-
sage of a personal God that created man 
not 'men from Mars' bringing life to this 
planet. Jesus said that He was the Son of 
this personal God and taught some 
amazing things that not only disagree 
with the teachings of the Raelian Society 
but also Buddha and Mohammed, two of 
His 'fellow prophets'. Such is the confu-
sion at the very heart of the Society's 
teaching. 

The Raelians do however reserve a spe-
cial place for Jesus, probably because 
His father was an Eloha. He was given 
the task of preparing the world for the 
crucial time that we who are alive today 
are privileged to live in. This special age 
of Apocalypse (meaning 'revelation' in 
Greek) began in 1945 and has ushered in 
the last prophet sent by the Elohim and 
his name is Rael. 

From the wording on their official web 
site the main purpose for sending Rael 
does not appear to be to convince people 
of their message but to build an embassy 
for the Elohim in internationally-
recognised neutral territory. 

The Raelian Movement has accepted as 
its emblem the symbol of infinity. It also 
just happens to be the Star of David as 
well. On the official Raelian Web Site 

we read of the significance of this sym-
bol: 

The Star of David represents infinite 
space. The extraterrestrials who cre-
ated mankind in their laboratories 
have scientifically proven that the in-
finitely small has the same structure 
as the infinitely large. The atoms in 
our hand, for instance, contain minute 
galaxies which themselves have planets 
with minute humanities living there. 
Similarly, our own galaxy is a tiny par-
ticle of a huge atom which itself is 
part of some immense world and so on 
ad infinitum… Everything in the uni-
verses is in perpetual transformation 
in the infinitely small and the infinitely 
large. Matter has no beginning and no 
end: everything is cyclic. 

Rael wants to help us bring this into the 
reality of our experience and be in touch 
and in harmony with both ourselves and 
infinity. This is achieved through Sen-
sual Mediation a technique taught to 
Rael by the Elohim, which will help us 
to: 

Understand how our minds and bodies 
function. Question the judeo-christian 
inhibitions of guilt and mysticism of 
Eastern traditions. Develop our minds 
and discover our bodies. Re-
programme ourselves by ourselves into 
what we really wish to be. Sensual 
Meditation enables us to love ourselves 
better and to better love others, to 
discover our individuality and our com-
mon humanity. 

In this basic description that the Society 
gives there are several phrases that will 
set the alarm bells going for Christians. 
"Question Judeo-Christian inhibitions," 
"Eastern traditions," "Re-programme 
ourselves," "we want to be." 

The foundation of the Society is anti-
Christian and is full of confusing teach-
ings. Its members will not be able to 
"better themselves" without knowing the 
One who came to give an answer to guilt 
and full life. Only a study of the actual 
words of Moses and Jesus will show 
what message these 'prophets' really 
brought not what the literature teaches 
about them.  " 
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Since April 2000 it has been possible for us to reclaim any tax that you may have paid on the amount of your gifts to 
Reachout Trust no matter how small providing you instruct us to treat them as “Gift Aid Donations.” 
WHY SHOULD I DO THIS?WHY SHOULD I DO THIS?WHY SHOULD I DO THIS?WHY SHOULD I DO THIS? 

1. It is good stewardship – your gift is increased by over 20% without you giving anything extra. 
2. It helps us to be able to plan the work ahead more effectively. 
3. It enables us to accomplish many of the projects that we believe that the Lord would have us undertake. 

WHAT SHOULD I DO NEXT?WHAT SHOULD I DO NEXT?WHAT SHOULD I DO NEXT?WHAT SHOULD I DO NEXT? 
Consider whether you feel the Lord wants you to make a regular donation—this is especially very helpful for us 
and we make special offers under our Action Pack scheme for such people (ask for leaflet) - or a once-off gift. Fill 
in the form below and send it with the gift. We will receive it with great appreciation and do everything else that is 
necessary.  
WHAT WILL YOU SPEND IT ON? 
Obviously there are the normal overheads of the Trust – wages, rent, advertising etc. These costs are kept to a 
minimum. We then have a Reachout Development Plan, which is a priority list of what we would want to undertake 
in the next year. At present we are looking to keep making our web site better. We also need to have the 
computer programme that runs our database, invoicing etc updated and this will also be probably around 
£3,000.  
If you are eligible please could we encourage you to complete the form below (you can photostat the page) by ticking 
the appropriate boxes, deleting the * inappropriate words and sending it with your gift to REACHOUT TRUST 24 
ORMOND ROAD RICHMOND SURREY TW10 6TH. Do not worry if your circumstances might change in the 
future because you can withdraw this authority at any time by simply writing to us. Many thanks. 

___________________________________ 
Authority to reclaim tax on a gift 

(Please complete in BLOCK LETTERS – Thank you.) 
 
Title and Full Name:__________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________ Post Code:_________________________ 
 
 %%%% I wish to make a one-off gift by cheque (enclosed)/my credit card * of £          for Reachout Trust 
which along with any other gifts made by whatever means should be treated as Gift Aid donations on 
which tax can be reclaimed. 
 
%%%% I enclose a gift/wish to make a gift via my credit card * of £          for Reachout Trust which along 
with any future gifts made by whatever means should be treated as Gift Aid donations on which tax 
can be reclaimed. This is the first of a regular monthly/quarterly yearly * gift which I wish to pay by 
cheque/standing order/credit card * 
 
My credit card number is                                                                 expiry date 

By signing this form I declare that I have paid an amount of income tax or capital gains tax equal to 
the sum of 28p for every £1 given.  
 
I further agree to inform you if my tax circumstances change or I wish to withdraw this agreement.  
 
 Signed___________________________________________ Date________________________ 


