
 

I wonder how many of our readers 
are old enough to remember Ea-
mon Andrews, Gilbert Harding 
and other celebrities taking part in 
the television quiz programme 
“What’s My Line”? The object of 
the game was simple; a contestant 
would come on and act out a short 
mime that depicted what job they 
did. It was then up to the panel-
lists to guess the occupation. 

 This came to mind re-
cently because of two in-
stances. First we received 
an ’official’ letter challeng-
ing us as to whether what 
we are doing really accom-
plishes what our Charitable 
objects say we do. Then 
second looking at people 
walking past our stand at 
the Scottish CRE oblivious 
of who and what we are.  

In other words dos the 
‘mime’ that we produce 
give the clue as to what we 
do or are we leaving peo-
ple guessing as to who we 
are and what we really do? 
The challenge to me was that they 
should be aware from very early 
on in their contact with us what 
Reachout Trust really stood for. 

In January the Trustees will be 
seeking to address this situation 
and see what we need to do to 
help people recognise the aims of 
our ministry as soon as possible 
but in the meantime I thought it 
would be helpful for new readers 
especially to spell out again our 

“Aims and Objects.” 

 The “Objects” are contained 
clearly in the Articles and Memo-
randum of Reachout Trust and 
are as follows: 

 �� for the advancement of the 
Christian religion by such means 
as they shall consider expedient 
especially in relation to the 
study and comparison of cults 

and new religions in the light of 
the Bible as it is accepted and 
taught in the evangelical tradi-
tion of the Christian Church.� 

Several facts come out immedi-
ately as you read this but proba-
bly the most important one is that 
we are a POSITIVE ministry not 
negative. We want to present the 
gospel clearly as we investigate 
the cults. This is further empha-
sised by one of our aims which 

reads succinctly, “present the 
Christian gospel.” 

This is often accomplished in the 
contrast between what the origi-
nal Scriptures teach and what the 
group we are investigating states. 
Of course this means that we do 
show what is wrong about a 
group but at the same time we 
present the truth from Scripture 
and nothing can be more positive 

than that. 

It certainly is a challenge 
to show people who meet 
us briefly at an exhibi-
tion; or read a small piece 
of our material; or see us 
mentioned in the media 
who we really are but we 
want to take on this chal-
lenge. I am aware of how 
often a simple slogan 
used by companies tells 
us what we need to know 
about them. For instance, 
Travel Inn - everything 
you need for a good 
night’s sleep, or Gillette – 
the best a man can get. 

Then there are other phrases that 
have become household phrases, 
for instance, probably the best 
larger in the world. May be there 
is such a phrase for us but if so 
we have not discovered it yet. 

Another area that comes out of 
these objectives is that we obvi-
ously want to communicate to 
others and help them to be able 
both to see the errors of these 
groups but more importantly how 

Reachout Trust is an 
international Christian 
ministry that equips 
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biblical truth and 
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people in the cults, 
occult and new age. 
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gospel. 

Work with organis-  
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 The law states (sections 28 and 32 of the 
Crime and Disorder Act 1998 amended 
by Section 39 of the Anti-terrorism, 
Crime and Security Act, 14 December 
2001) that an offence is racially or relig-
iously aggravated if at the time of com-
mitting the offence, or immediately be-
fore or after doing so, the offender dem-
onstrates towards the victim of the of-
fence hostility based on the victim's 
membership (or presumed membership) 
of a racial or religious group; or the of-
fence is motivated (wholly or partly) by 
hostility towards members of a racial or 
religious group based on their member-
ship of that group. 

What is even more startling is that in 
this act ‘religious group’ is defined as “a 
group of persons defined by reference to 
religious belief or lack of religious be-
lief."  I have to confess that I have still 
not got my head round the fact that you 
could be taken to court for a religiously 
aggravated offence against someone 
who has no religion! 

Why cause trouble for ourselves when 
we do not need to? Do not be offensive 
over the other person’s religion, learn to 
communicate in the way God intended 
us to. Yes some will take offence at the 
gospel – Jesus warned us about that – 
but we do not need to be offensive, there 
is a clear difference. 

2. To explain to those who are falling 
into deception and apostasy what the 
true biblical way is. 
 See the article on page 3 entitled Gim-
micks, spoofs and fads to see what we 
are up against today. Are you able to ex-
plain clearly to another Christian where 
the deception is here? For all Christians 
but especially for those in positions of 
leadership, it is vital that we are trained 
to do so. 

3. To be able to explain the clear doc-
trines of Scripture to the ordinary 
‘man in the street’ who has genuine 
questions. 
I know that some people ask questions 
simply to try and catch us out but many 
are looking for serious answers and even 
if they are not you can still make them 
think! Even when people came to ‘test’ 
Jesus He gave them clear and concise 
answers. The fact that a question is not 
asked with integrity does not mean that 
it is not a valid question. 

Are you ready? If not are you prepared 
to get ready? Contact us for further help 
in these areas.  "  

they can communicate the gospel in a 
relevant way. This of course is the whole 
area of Apologetics that we take very se-
riously and find ourselves being involved 
in more and more. 

So many Christians do not seem to be 
able to answer the simplest questions. Yet 
the Lord clearly tells us always to be 
ready  

but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, 
always being ready to make a defense 
to everyone who asks you to give an ac-
count for the hope that is in you, yet 
with gentleness and reverence – 1 Peter 
3:15  

God does not mock us and if says we are 
to be ready then He will enable us to be 
in such a state. I guess we need to in-
crease the awareness of this aspect of the 
ministry too 
Does your Church have an on-going 
teaching programme that trains all Chris-
tians, but especially younger ones, how to 
tackle difficult questions and put together 
simple but precise answers? The word 
apologetics means, “a reasoned defence;” 
this is not negative but a positive expla-
nation of the matter in hand. 
As I often say if you want to understand 
apologetics - watch Perry Mason. Each 
episode breaks down into three parts. 

1. Someone is accused of something they 
did not do. 

2. Perry and his team investigate the mat-
ter thoroughly. 

3. Perry puts all these facts together and 
makes a great ‘defence’ speech that en-
ables his client to be shown to be ‘not 
guilty’. 

Am I prepared to do the investigative 
work so that I have the substance to pre-
sent in the speech? 

As another of our aims, which are always 
shown in the side panel of the front page 
of this Quarterly, shows, we want to train 
and equip Church members to explain the 
Christian gospel in a relevant way. We 
sense that in the days we live in this is 
not an optional extra. A reasoned defence 
in the following areas is vital 

1. To talk with people of other faiths 
without giving offence. 
 This is so necessary today. We want to 
give everyone the opportunity to hear the 
gospel message but we want them to lis-
ten and so there is no point in giving un-
necessary offence, indeed this could find 
us in court if we are not careful. 

Doug Harris will be involved in 
training at the following seminars. 
Others may have been added since 
publication and so please do ring 
Head Office for further details.  

Those marked * may have a 
restricted attendance.  

If there is not a venue near you but 
you feel that your area would 
benefit from a seminar, contact 
Head Office to talk about 
organising one. 

JANUARY 
11 Trustees meeting & AGM 
22 London City Mission * 

FEBRUARY 
6 Harlow 
7 Felixstowe 
8 Sudbury 
9 Romford 
13 Romford 
18 Battersea 
25 Hounslow 

MARCH 
8 Wakefield 
13 Morecambe 
15-16 Wigan 
18 Battersea 
19 Potter’s Bar 

APRIL 
4-6 Willenhall 
22-26 EASTER PEOPLE (t.b.c.) 

Doug�s Diary 
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you see what happened…?” Actually, 
because of the hype many people as-
sume more happened than really did. 
Everything is talked up and made to be 
something it is not. This in turn gives the 
publicity and more people turn up next 
time just to see what is happening. 

One of the past masters of the gimmick 
has to be Benny Hinn. When you next 
see a video of the way he acts on ‘stage’ 
do ask yourself the question, “would Je-
sus ever do that?” How can picking a 
man up simply to knock him down again 
bring any glory to God?  

Benny Hinn is a man that has been 
caught out in doctrinal error several 
times. A man that has been accused of 
telling lies and can bring no clear de-
fence other than it is all conspiracy 
against him as a man of God. A man that 
claims to have a very special anointing 
from God but can show very little hap-
pening as a result of his ministry. Never-
theless, he is talked up as a man of God 
pastoring a church of thousands; appear-
ing regularly on television and held as 
one of the leading men of God today. 
This is a gimmick and many people have 
been caught up with Benny Hinn and 
others just like him. Everything is a 
myth and a smokescreen of showman-
ship but folks do not want to speak out 
or move away because others are saying 
he is a man of God. 

Fad 
This is a belief or practice that is not 
necessarily wrong in itself but the user 
should not always jump to the conclu-
sion and assume it is the answer to a 
problem. If this is the only answer that 
someone gives then it is at this stage that 
it becomes dangerous and potentially 
harmful. For instance, we often hear to-
day that a person that has a Freemason 
in their family line is automatically af-
fected and so that is the root of their 
problem. However, it could be many 
other things but they are ignored because 
people want to use the latest fad they 
have read about and that ‘everyone’ else 
is using. 

 This is rather like the Doctor that only 
ever prescribes a certain drug for what-
ever illness is presented by the patient. 

accept. If it is not Biblical we must have 
nothing to do with it. If it has Biblical 
roots but the principles cannot be ap-
plied in every situation then we need to 
know when to accept the practice and 
when not. This especially goes for any-
thing that comes under the heading of a 
“fad.” Am I just being caught up with it 
because everyone else is? 

Peer pressure is a very strong motive but 
just because many people - even recog-
nised leaders within the Christian scene - 
are doing a certain thing, this does not 
make it right. To stand out against this 
pressure can often be very difficult and 
we can be accused of quenching the 
spirit, or some other emotive phrase. We 
need, therefore, to be fully aware of our 
Biblical position and why we do, or in-
deed not do, certain things. 

What also comes out from this is we 
need to know what phrases such as 
“quenching the Spirit” and “touching 
God’s anointed” actually mean. We can 
glibly use these charged phrases but not 
actually take time to set them in Biblical 
context. 

The most dangerous of the areas we will 
be looking at is the spoof because this is 
just not true at all – if it works, it is by 
coincidence, as it will not be based on 
any true Biblical facts. More people than 
ever are damaged by the Christian 
spoofs that are going around. 

EXAMPLES 

Gimmick 
When we look at the definition of the 
word and find the phrases “attracting 
attention” and “publicity,” we realise 
that here we are dealing with 
“showmanship.” Unfortunately today 
many ‘big name’ preachers are caught 
up with showmanship. You would never 
see Jesus doing what they do and yet 
they add the name of Jesus to their antics 
and so implicate Him in the mind of the 
people. ‘Showmanship’ often makes up 
for the lack of the actual work of the 
Holy Spirit taking place. 

People leave such meetings with a sense 
of what the man did; “isn’t he a great 
man of God,” they exclaim! Alterna-
tively, they gossip to their friends, “did 

And He gave some as apostles, and 
some as prophets, and some as evangel-
ists, and some as pastors and teachers 
for the equipping of the saints for the 
work of service, to the building up of the 
body of Christ;  until we all attain to the 
unity of the faith, and of the knowledge 
of the Son of God, to a mature man, to 
the measure of the stature which be-
longs to the fullness of Christ. As a result, 
we are no longer to be children, tossed 
here and there by waves and carried 
about by every wind of doctrine, by the 
trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful 
scheming; but speaking the truth in love, 
we are to grow up in all aspects into 
Him – Ephesians 4:11-15 

These verses were written to the church 
in Ephesus, those who were already 
Christians. However, please note that 
Paul still felt that he had to warn them 
about being “carried about by every wind 
of doctrine,” and about the “trickery of 
men,” and about “craftiness in deceitful 
scheming.” If Paul warned the Ephesians 
in the first century Church that warning 
has to be just as relevant for us today. 

He is not warning them about what they 
face in the world, we would expect trick-
ery of men and deceitful scheming there, 
but he is warning them about Christian 
teachers and those who would seek to af-
fect God’s people within the Church. 
This is a serious matter and we need to 
have our eyes opened to examples of this 
that we will view in modern days. 

DEFINITIONS 
First we will define the words from the 
Oxford English Dictionary. 

Gimmick � tricky device esp. one 
adapted for the purpose of attracting 
attention or publicity 

Fad � peculiar notion or rule of action; 
craze 

Spoof � swindle, hoax; parody. 

Tragically, these three words can be asso-
ciated with various teachings and prac-
tices in the Church today. Each of these 
practices, to differing degrees and results, 
will have a detrimental effect on our 
growth in Christ. 

 More than ever today, we need to be 
vigilant and aware of what doctrines we 
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are part. It is vital that we can trust our 
brothers and sisters. 

Test the spirits - put them to the acid 
test of truth as the metallurgist does his 
metals. If it stands the test like a coin, it 
is acceptable. 

Cross of Christ 
Galatians 2:20 – “I have been crucified 
with Christ… Christ lives in me; and the 
life which I now live in the flesh I live by 
faith in the Son of God…” 

What is my motivation – selfishness, 
success, attention, or to live the life that 
Christ wants me to live? See Romans 
6:6-11 

“knowing this, that our old self was cru-
cified with Him, in order that our body 
of sin might be done away with, so that 
we would no longer be slaves to sin; for 
he who has died is freed from sin. Now 
if we have died with Christ, we believe 
that we shall also live with Him, know-
ing that Christ, having been raised from 
the dead, is never to die again; death 
no longer is master over Him. For the 
death that He died, He died to sin once 
for all; but the life that He lives, He lives 
to God. Even so consider yourselves to 
be dead to sin, but alive to God in 
Christ Jesus.” -  Romans 6:6-11 

Sovereignty of Christ 
I Peter 3:15 – “but sanctify Christ as 
Lord in your hearts, always being 
ready…” 

"But" indicates the opposite of the previ-
ous verses where the world affects us – 
He is to be first and set apart in our lives 
as Lord. In such a way, we are ready to 
deal with whatever intimidation or fear 
we may have that man puts on us, and 
can walk on the narrow path and not just 
“go with the flow.” 

Led by Holy Spirit 
Romans 8:14 – “For all who are being 
led by the Spirit of God, these are the 
sons of God.” 

Not by the spirit of this world; not by the 
devil; not by our own spirits. The act of 
leading described here is an allusion to 
the leading either of blind persons or to 
the leading of children and teaching 
them to go. Both show the need for trust 
and acceptance of the way being indi-
cated. 

 The Spirit of God leads us from sin and 
from a dependence on our own right-
eousness, in paths we would not nor-
mally go in - paths of faith and truth, of 
righteousness and holiness.   "  

relate the story of the feeding of the 
5000 and ends with this advice: 

�When you take what you have� give it 
to God, and ask Him to bless it� you 
are taking your problem of insuffi-
ciency out of the natural realm and re-
leasing it to the supernatural for a so-
lution.� 

We can see where this is leading and it 
certainly does not come from the Lord. 
However, before he blatantly tells them 
to give the money to him, we read one 
more scripture: 

�Just as I finishing this letter to you, 
I felt impressed of the Lord to look at 
Matthew 16:19: ��and whatsoever  you 
bind on earth will be bound in Heaven, 
and whatsoever  you loose on earth will 
be loosed in Heaven.� Right then, I saw 
that the word �whatsoever� includes 
YOUR MONEY!� 

Not only is he taking words out of con-
text, he is saying that God says things 
He does not – this is nearer blasphemy 
than God’s ministry. 

I wonder what Avanzini does with all 
the money sent to him from people who 
cannot afford it, and who end up further 
in debt because they are relying on a 
spoof rather than the Word of God. 

This type of ministry is a spoof and 
brings God’s name into disrepute. 

What are the safeguards? 
These are the problems that we are fac-
ing today but what has God given us in 
His word that help us to be prepared for 
these areas and indeed overcome them? 
We will mention four areas out of many 
others we could look at. 

Test the Spirits 
1 John 4:1 – “Beloved, do not believe 
every spirit, but test the spirits to see 
whether they are from God.” 

We should not automatically believe 
every doctrine that is said to be the reve-
lation of the Spirit of God, or every 
teacher who claims to speak under His 
anointing. 

The testing is not by human reason, but 
by the word of God, which is the stan-
dard of all doctrine; whatever agrees 
with that is to be received, and what 
does not should be rejected. See Acts 
17:11 and Revelation 2:2.Every one of 
us should judge for themselves, but also 
respect the Body of Christ of which we 

In ‘x’ cases out of 10 he is right and the 
patient improves but in all the others the 
main root of the disease goes undetected 
and the patient might even get worse. 

The defining of generational curses is an 
example of this today. A full discussion 
of this subject is available in a Reachout 
Trust Fact File but here I quote two para-
graphs to give one reason why I believe 
this is a ‘fad.’ 

�Another significant general observa-
tion I want to make is concerning Jesus� 
ministry. More than anyone else Jesus 
dealt with demonic cases, and yet in all 
the records there is not one hint of 
�Generational Curses.� Indeed, the one 
time that Jesus could have easily 
taught about the matter, in John 9:1-3, 
He made clear that the �curse� had 
nothing to do with the past. 

This leads me to ask the question as to 
whether the emphasis that has devel-
oped on �Generational Curses� in the last 
few years is a real or an imagined one? 
Is it the latest fad of which we have 
had so many in the past years, or is 
there clear Biblical teaching that shows 
that we are experiencing today an un-
precedented revival in these areas? 
Ten years ago you hardly heard about 
them, today just about everyone has a 
curse according to some Bible teach-
ers.� 

Spoof 
This is the most dangerous of the three 
categories we are looking at because it is 
not based on any Biblical ground and al-
though the person feels they are trusting 
God they are in fact trusting a man-made 
doctrine that can so easily fail. We need 
to be aware of such activities and move 
away from them completely. 

A clear example of this is the teaching 
and the publicity of the John Avanzini 
Ministries. In a mass produced ‘Reader’s 
Digest’ style letter, that unfortunately 
many use today, he writes: 

�The Lord directed me to get this let-
ter to you as quickly as possible� This 
morning as I was praying� I sensed in 
my spirit that you or someone close to 
you is facing a financial crisis. Is this 
true?� 

This sort of statement is more at home in 
clairvoyance than the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. Indeed many mediums send out 
similar letters. Avanzini then begins to 
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Would you like to see your church equipped to reach out to those in the cults?Would you like to see your church equipped to reach out to those in the cults?Would you like to see your church equipped to reach out to those in the cults?Would you like to see your church equipped to reach out to those in the cults?    
Do you want to hold a sensible conversation with the Jehovah Witness at the door?Do you want to hold a sensible conversation with the Jehovah Witness at the door?Do you want to hold a sensible conversation with the Jehovah Witness at the door?Do you want to hold a sensible conversation with the Jehovah Witness at the door?    
Do you long to learn more about presenting the gospel using helpful apologetics?Do you long to learn more about presenting the gospel using helpful apologetics?Do you long to learn more about presenting the gospel using helpful apologetics?Do you long to learn more about presenting the gospel using helpful apologetics?    

Most answer yes to the above questions and that means you need to arrange a Most answer yes to the above questions and that means you need to arrange a Most answer yes to the above questions and that means you need to arrange a Most answer yes to the above questions and that means you need to arrange a Special Special Special Special 
Church Teaching Day with Reachout TrustChurch Teaching Day with Reachout TrustChurch Teaching Day with Reachout TrustChurch Teaching Day with Reachout Trust    

These Dynamic DaysDynamic DaysDynamic DaysDynamic Days will provide you with 

••••    InformationInformationInformationInformation on the cults, occult and new age    
• Knowledge of the greatness of the gospelgreatness of the gospelgreatness of the gospelgreatness of the gospel of the Christian faith 
••••    ApologeticsApologeticsApologeticsApologetics    to show how to reach those in these groups with the gospel.    
We do not charge for these days not because we feel they are worth nothing but we do not 
want anyone to be excluded because of lack of finance. We encourage everyone who can to 
give a £10 donation£10 donation£10 donation£10 donation. If they can give more it will help make up for those who cannot afford it. 

Beginners Day 
• The cult mind set and our 

attitude towards them. 
• Main beliefs of Jehovah 

Witnesses and Mormons 
• Basic presentation of the 

Gospel to these ones. 
• Group work to help you put into 

practice what is being taught. 

Intermediate Day 
• The ‘new age’ worldview of 

Jesus and salvation. 
• Detailed look at the Christian 

doctrines of  Jesus and 
Salvation 

• Discover how to present these 
doctrines with confidence. 

• Group work to help you put into 
practice what is being taught. 

Advanced Day 
• In-depth look at specific 

doctrines of  Jehovah Witnesses, 
Mormons and new age. 

• Introduction to the subject of 
apologetics 

• Applying apologetics to reaching 
out to cult members. 

• Group work to help you put into 
practice what is being taught. 

  

For further details and to 
book your training day 
now 

• Return the response form  
to the left. 

••••    Ring us on 0870 770 3258 
••••    Email us on: 

rt@reachouttrust.org   

Information: EquippingEquippingEquippingEquipping T T T Trainingrainingrainingraining Day Day Day Day    

Email: 

Suggested Dates: Level: 

Phone: 

Name: 
Address: 

City:        Post Code: 
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Jesus, of course, was not governed by 
Pharisaic traditions, but that gives not 
one shred of evidence when seeking to 
determine whether Jesus pronounced the 
name of Jehovah or not. Indeed the ac-
ceptance that Jesus had in the Syna-
gogue when He read the Scriptures is 
evidence that He did not pronounce it. 
(See Luke 4:16-22). He was accepted 
when He read the Scriptures and only 
hounded out after He applied them to 
those present. If Jesus had pronounced 
the name of Jehovah in the Synagogue 
the riot would have started long before 
because of the very tradition the Watch-
tower alludes to, that the name was not 
to be pronounced. 

 Second, they say that Jesus’ name 
means “Jehovah is salvation” and then 
quote a number of Scriptures where Je-
sus talks about making this name 
known. His name comes from the He-
brew word yeh-ho-shoo'-ah, which 
Strong’s tells us comes 

�From H3068 and H3467; Jehovah-
saved; Jehoshua (that is, Joshua), the 
Jewish leader: - Jehoshua, Jehoshuah, 
Joshua.� 

The word numbered H3068 above is 
yeh-ho-vaw' which Strong’s tells us 
means, 

�(the) self Existent or eternal; Jeho-
vah, Jewish national name of God: - 
Jehovah, the Lord.� 

Please note that we are told this is the 
name of God and, as such, this can of 
course equally refer to Jesus if He is 
God. The fact that He has this name 
does not automatically mean that He is 
bringing another’s name but that God 
saves. 

BIBLICAL EVIDENCE 

The verses quoted are very interesting 
and I would assert they show more than 
ever that Jesus did not use the name. 

Jesus did say in John 5:43, “I have come 
in the name of my Father” (I have kept 
the NWT translation unless otherwise 
stated) but how did that show itself in 
His ministry. In addition, we will need 
to come back and look at verse 39, 
which is very interesting and has every-

JESUS USED THE NAME 
OF JEHOVAH 

This claim made by the Jehovah's Wit-
nesses is impossible to ‘prove’ one way 
or the other but I believe there is enough 
evidence to come to a verdict which is 
beyond all reasonable doubt. 

The Watchtower Society claims in Insight 
on the Scriptures, Vol.2, p.10, in an arti-
cle on ‘Jehovah’ 

�In view of Jesus� condemnation of 
Pharisaic traditions (Mt 15:1-9), it 
would be highly unreasonable to con­
clude that Jesus and his disciples let 
Pharisaic ideas (such as are recorded in 
the Mishnah) gov­ern them in this mat-
ter. Jesus� own name means �Jehovah is 
Salvation.� He stated: �I have come in 
the name of my Father� (Joh 5:43); he 
taught his followers to pray: �Our Fa-
ther in the heavens, let your name be 
sanctified� (Mt 6:9); his works, he said, 
were done �in the name of my Fa-
ther� (Joh 10:25); and, in prayer on the 
night of his death, he said he had made 
his Father�s name manifest to his disci-
ples and asked, �Holy Father, watch 
over them on account of your own 
name� (Joh 17:6, 11, 12, 26). In view of 
all of this, when Jesus quoted the He-
brew Scriptures or read from them he 
cer­tainly used the divine name, Jehovah. 
(Compare Mt 4:4, 7, 10 with De 8:3; 6:16; 
6:13; also Mt 22:37 with De 6:5; and Mt 
22:44 with Ps 110:1; as well as Lu 4:16-21 
with Isa 61:1, 2.) Logically, Jesus� disci-
ples, including the inspired writers of the 
Christian Greek Scriptures, would follow 
his ex­ample in this.� 

I want to look at this explanation care-
fully because, although on the surface it 
might seem reasonable, underneath it is 
not. 

 ASSUMPTIONS 
 First, please note the phrases used, 
“highly unreasonable,” “in view of all 
this” and “logically.” There is not a scrap 
of evidence here only the assumptions of 
a writer who already knows what he 
wants the Scriptures to say. 

WATCH THE OWER 

thing to do with the context of this pas-
sage. 

The passages the Watchtower Society 
say clinch the fact that Jesus used the 
name Jehovah are as follows: 

“Our Father in the heavens, let your 
name be sanctified” Matthew 6:9. Here 
Jesus is talking about the sanctifying or 
setting apart of the name of Jehovah. It 
would be the time to use the name so 
that all people can see and hear just how 
Jesus sets apart the name. He therefore 
says, “Jehovah in the heavens!” No, he 
does not he says “Father” - He does not 
use the name at all. 

Maybe then in John 10:25 where he was 
talking of doing works; these will be in 
the name of Jehovah. No again, we see 
they are, “in the name of my Father.” 

What about the final case in John 17 
where He is praying for the disciples to 
be kept in the Name, He obviously prays 
to Jehovah. Once again no, He says in 
John 17:11, “Holy Father, watch over 
them on account of your own name.” 

What is very interesting is that this 
‘evidence’ means nothing; Jesus does 
not use the name, “Jehovah” but in every 
instance uses the term, “Father.” This of 
course means that the Watchtower’s 
conclusion, “Jesus’ disciples, including 
the inspired writers of the Christian 
Greek Scriptures, would follow his ex-
ample in this,” takes on a very different 
meaning. 

The disciples would have followed His 
example and addressed God as, Father 
not “Jehovah.” 

STATISTICS 

Once we have seen exactly what the 
Scriptures say then the extension that the 
Society seek to make, “In view of all of 
this…” does not have any grounds. The 
fact that Jesus never used the Name, He 
did not when He was quoting from Old 
Testament Scriptures and, indeed, what 
He said in John 5:39 seems to give clear 
evidence that He would not. 

Before looking at this verse, it is inter-
esting to bring out the statistics from the 
Watchtower Society’s own CD Rom. 

2002/4 
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is but one God; which is clear from the 
perfections of God, as necessary exis-
tence, eternity, infinity, omnipotence, 
all-sufficiency, goodness, and perfec-
tion; from one first cause of all things; 
from the government of the world; and 
from the writings of the Old and New 
Testament: so that to us believers this 
point is out of all doubt; but who this 
one God is the Gentiles knew not, and 
the Jews are very ignorant of; but we 
Christians know him to be "the Father"; 
by whom meant either God essentially 
considered, the one God, Father, Son, 
and Spirit, called the Father, not in re-
lation to any person in the Godhead, but 
in relation to the creatures: so this one 
God, Father, Son, and Spirit, is the Fa-
ther of spirits, the creator of angels, 
and the souls of men, the God of all 
flesh, the Father of all the individuals 
of human nature, the Father or author 
of all the mercies and blessings the 
children of men enjoy. Or else person-
ally considered, and so designs the first 
person in the Godhead, who is called so 
in relation to his Son, who is styled the 
only begotten of the Father: and when 
he is said to be the one God, it must be 
understood, not as exclusive of the Son 
and Spirit; for if the Son stands ex-
cluded in this clause from being the one 
God with the Father, by the same rule 
of interpretation, the Father, in the 
next clause must stand excluded from 
being the one Lord with Christ; but as 
dominion or lordship belongs to the Fa-
ther, so deity to the Son, and also to 
the Spirit. " 

outweigh this so-called evidence, is ig-
nored. 
The above shows that the evidence 
quoted is not evidence at all. The case is 
nowhere near proven; indeed, as we 
have shown, the Scriptures quoted 
would actually show the opposite. 

CONCLUSION 
In conclusion, I would bring a Scripture 
that I have already alluded to, as positive 
evidence to the contrary, John 5:39. In 
the NASB it reads, 
“You search the Scriptures, because you 
think that in them you have eternal 
life; and it is these that bear witness of 
Me.” 

First, please notice that the Scriptures 
that are being referred to hear are, of 
course, what we know as the Old Testa-
ment. The listeners had nothing else and 
so, talking to the Jews, Jesus was talking 
about the Old Testament Scriptures that 
contained the tetragram, ‘YHWH’. 
However, please note carefully what this 
verse says- it does not say that these 
Scriptures bear witness to Jehovah but 
that these Scriptures bear witness to Me 
(Jesus). How amazing! If Jesus was 
really into making the name of the Fa-
ther known, He would not have made 
such a statement. Even the Old Testa-
ment bears witness to Jesus! 
Second, we are to note that the knowl-
edge of Scriptures is not an end in itself. 
Searching them, taking in knowledge of 
them is not sufficient – we need to have 
a relationship with Jesus Christ Himself. 
The name of God is not the key issue 
here but the relationship that we have 
with Christ – do we know forgiveness of 
sins and the saving grace that flows from 
the death of Christ? 
 I believe an honest look at the Scrip-
tures show that there is no evidence that 
Jesus used the name of Jehovah and in-
deed it is clear beyond all reasonable 
doubt that He did not. 

1 Corinthians 8:6 
This is a verse that Jehovah's Witnesses 
want to bring up to disprove the Trinity. 
However I think the following, which I 
discovered on the Copyright Free Bible 
Study programme I have, gives a clear 
and precise answer. 

But to us there is but one God, the Fa-
ther,.... In this Christians and Jews 
agree with the best and wisest phi-
losophers of the Gentiles, that there 

In Matthew’s Gospel, the name Jehovah 
is recorded as appearing 26 times – but 
only 18 of these are in the text – the rest 
being in footnotes. Of these, the words 
are put in Jesus’ mouth 8 times. 

In Mark’s Gospel, the name Jehovah is 
recorded as appearing 9 times in the text. 
Of these, the words are put in Jesus’ 
mouth 8 times. 

In Luke’s Gospel, the name Jehovah is 
recorded as appearing 36 times in the 
text. Of these, the words are put in Jesus’ 
mouth only 9 times. 

In John’s Gospel, the name Jehovah is 
recorded as appearing 5 times in the text. 
Of these, the words are put in Jesus’ 
mouth 4 times. 

Therefore, in all the words that Jesus 
spoke, the Watchtower Society has Jesus 
saying the Name of Jehovah just 29 
times. When we take out duplications - 
the same instance being recorded in dif-
ferent Gospels we only have 16 unique 
occasions. Of these 13 are Old Testament 
quotations that assume Jesus would use 
Jehovah. However as we have shown 
above this is very questionable. 
We are left then with three times that the 
Watchtower Society can put the word 
Jehovah in the mouth of the Lord when it 
is not an Old Testament quotation. Three 
times in three and a half years of ministry 
is hardly, "making the name known." 
That is no evidence to in anyway 'prove' 
that Jesus used the name at all.  
Of the three instances mentioned above 
two are found in Mark's Gospel at 5:19 
and 13:20 and the other at Luke 20:37. 
The reason the Society claim on the CD 
they can put the word "Jehovah" is that 
one version, The Divine Name in the 
Christian Greek Scriptures, published in 
1564, used it. However, their Kingdom 
Interlinear Translation does not mention 
this version but quotes 7 other versions 
printed between 1599 and 1979 for Mark 
5:19; 10 other versions printed between 
1599 and 1981 for Mark 13:20; and 14 
other versions printed between 1668 and 
1981 for Luke 20:38.  
However, what the Society also admit in 
the K.I.T. footnotes is that the manu-
scripts Codex Sinaiticus, Codex Alexan-
drinus and the Vatican ms of 1209 all put 
Lord in these verses. These versions are 
accepted in most cases as the authority 
for translation but because the Society 
want to put 'Jehovah' into the mouth of 
Jesus just three times, the Society ignore 
the primary evidence. The fact that more 
versions use 'Lord' than 'Jehovah' and so 

We have a pocket size 1917 
edition of The first volume of 
Russell’s Study in the Scrip-
tures entitled “The Plan of the 
Ages”. 
It is in quite good condition 
and contains at the back study 
questions on each chapter. 
This edition also contains a 
Foreword written by Charles 
T Russell and dated October 
1, 1916 - just 30 days before 
he died! 
Offers for this volume to Head 
Office - all proceeds to the 
Trust 
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uninitiated, but also unapproachable. 

One of the most basic rights in a democ-
racy is the right to be wrong. Thank the 
Lord there is no law in this country 
against being wrong, otherwise we 
would all be behind bars. Of course, a 
corollary of that thought is that equally 
precious is the right to tell someone they 
are wrong. The Mormons have the right 
to go around telling Christians that they 
are wrong for following an apostate re-
ligion, and the Christians have the right 
to tell the Mormons that they are de-
ceived in thinking that their church is 
restored Christianity. Dialogue is an im-
portant step to enlightenment and 
heaven-forbid that we should be denied 
a free exchange of views. 

In April 1999, Salt Lake City Council 
sold a one-block stretch of Main Street 
to the Mormon Church for $8.1 million. 
They reserved an easement, which is ba-
sically a right of access, but limited it 
with a list of rules drafted by church and 
city attorneys: no smoking, sunbathing, 
bicycling or "engaging in any illegal, 
offensive, indecent, obscene, lewd or 
disorderly speech, dress or conduct." At 
the same time, the church was granted 
exclusive rights to broadcast speeches 
and music and distribute literature. What 
constituted an offence was left to the 
discretion of Church security guards, 
who would call the city police to enforce 
the rules. Of course, this meant total re-
strictions on Christian groups who regu-
larly use the area for witnessing. Re-
member that this is a city street, just like 
the high street in your own town or city, 
and the Mormon Church has bought a 
chunk of it. 

The ACLU (American Civil Liberties 
Union) challenged the restrictions in 
court and warned that there would be 
problems. Sure enough, despite the right 
of public access reserved by the City 
Council, security guards recently denied 
Christians who were known to them 
simple access to the street in order to 
travel from one end of temple square to 
another. Three judges in Denver have 
now voided the restrictions and re-
opened the block to sunbathers, pam-
phleteers and smokers. 

Now it might be argued that special cir-

of men as gods. In clearly identifiable 
Masonic-type ceremonies they swore 
oaths to never reveal what they had 
learned on pain of death, “rather than do 
so I would suffer my life to be taken”. In 
April 1990 these blood oaths were re-
moved from the ceremonies, along with 
other elements, in response to protests 
from many both inside and outside the 
church. 

At the time of writing there are 114 op-
erating temples around the world with 
another fourteen announced or under 
construction (Official Mormon Church 
web site). It has been said that familiar-
ity breeds contempt, it also nurtures 
complacency. Mormon temples are 
growing to be a familiar part of the land-
scape, both geographically and spiritu-
ally, and are increasingly taken for 
granted. Time was when people asked, 
“What goes on in there?” Nowadays the 
question is “Who cares what goes on in 
there?” 

The dedication of the Nauvoo temple is 
a timely reminder at the beginning of 
this twenty-first century of the esoteric 
origins of Mormonism. A reminder of 
the esoteric nature of today’s Mormon 
Church, to whom Mystery is a virtue, 
and secrecy a duty. It is an opportunity 
for Christians to gently quiz their Mor-
mon friends who often don’t understand 
the significance of the symbolism that is 
integral to their faith. An opportunity to 
teach the unwary of the unbiblical nature 
of a church that claims to be a restora-
tion of the true Christian faith. 

There is an excellent web site where you 
can study the origins of the symbols that 
d eco ra t e  t he  t e mp le  h t tp : / /
www.hismin.com/occultsymbols.html. It 
is well worth the visit and very informa-
tive. 

MORMON STREETMORMON STREETMORMON STREETMORMON STREET    

Liberty is the right to tell people what 
they don�t want to hear (George Or-
well) 

We are used to the idea that only those 
who are deemed worthy may enter the 
hallowed portals of the Mormon temple. 
Recent developments have made the Salt 
Lake temple not only inaccessible to the 

NAUVOO NAUVOO NAUVOO NAUVOO –––– THE OUTER LIMITS  THE OUTER LIMITS  THE OUTER LIMITS  THE OUTER LIMITS 
OF MORMONISMOF MORMONISMOF MORMONISMOF MORMONISM    

On June 27, 2002, Gordon B Hinckley 
dedicated the newly rebuilt Nauvoo Illi-
nois Temple. Nauvoo was the second 
temple built by Joseph Smith and was 
destroyed by the combination of wanton 
vandalism and a tornado when the Mor-
mons were driven out of Illinois in 1846, 
just five months after the completed tem-
ple was dedicated. The new building is a 
twin of the original, standing in the same 
spot and patterned on an old daguerreo-
type of the first temple. And that is where 
the controversy begins. We have seen 
over the years how the Mormon Church 
has become more image-conscious and 
sought to shed it’s nineteenth century im-
age of dangerous cult, drawing closer, at 
least in people’s perceptions, to main-
stream evangelicalism. The exact repro-
duction of the Nauvoo temple is a step 
back and a confirmation that the fears 
Mormonism provoked in nineteenth cen-
tury Christians are as real and justified at 
the beginning of the twenty-first century. 

The Nauvoo temple was, and is, remark-
able for the occult symbolism decorating 
it. The same symbolism can be found on 
the Salt Lake temple, which is patterned, 
in this respect, on Nauvoo. This symbol-
ism reflects the Masonic origins of the 
secret Mormon temple ceremonies. Nau-
voo was known as the city of Joseph, a 
city built by Mormons for Mormons on 
the banks of the Mississippi. Most of the 
early leaders of Mormonism were Free-
masons and they had established several 
lodges in and around Nauvoo.  

Borrowing freely from Freemasonry they 
established a pattern of temple worship 
followed by worshippers of the Pagan 
gods of ancient times in having carefully 
guarded secret worship ceremonies for 
initiates while holding seemingly innocu-
ous public worship before the world. It 
was during these secret rites that early 
church members swore an oath of venge-
ance on the murderers of Joseph and his 
brother Hyrum. It was in secret in Nau-
voo that Joseph was crowned king of the 
House of Israel. It was in secret that, up 
until 1990, initiates were introduced to 
the secrets of the creation, and the destiny 
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for the Melchizedek Priesthood and the 
West End is for the Aaronic Priest-
hood. They hold periodic - not every 
year - "Solemn Assemblies" for priest-
hood leaders in Utah. They can come by 
invitation only - and only the most 
faithful of the leaders are invited. 
Dennis (Rauni�s husband) had this 
"privilege" twice in his 20 years of 
leadership positions. No women are al-
lowed there. I just happen to be famil-
iar with that hall, because when trans-
lating the temple ceremony (into her 
native Norwegian), I was assigned to do 
it in the so-called "Talmage room", be-
hind the Assembly Hall, and I had to 
walk through this hall to get to this 
room. That was the room, where James 
Talmage wrote his books, Jesus the 
Christ and the Articles of Faith. Tal-
mage actually lived there while working 
on those books.� 

In another email I remarked on often see-
ing men gathering at the Freemasons Hall 
on Thursday evenings in the centre of my 
home city. It occurred to me that the Gen-
eral Authorities of the Mormon Church 
also meet in the Salt Lake temple on 
Thursdays and asked Rauni if she made a 
connection. Her reply was enlightening: 

�Yes, Mike, there is a connection. 
Thursday is also a meeting day in the 
world of the Occult�The GA's (General 
Authorities) still have their weekly 
meetings in the Salt Lake temple on 
Thursdays. Thursdays were also fast 
days in Mormondom. Dennis recalls 
when he was a young boy that they 
fasted once a month on Thursday.� 

Who would think, looking at Mormonism 
as it presents itself to the world, that it 
had such roots, and held, even today, 
such beliefs? I have already remarked 
that the rebuilding and dedication of the 
Nauvoo temple is a real risk for the Mor-
mon Church since it brings to the fore 
once more what they have been trying to 
play down for years, i.e. the Occult ori-
gins of Mormon thought and practice. I 
can’t help but wonder how these things 
were discussed in counsel? Did they care-
fully weigh the risk, ask themselves if 
they could get away with so overt a dis-
play of Occult symbolism on the temple, 
have their "explanations" prepared be-
forehand?  

Will a time come when Mormonism will 
be so familiar in its popular form that 
people will stop paying attention? There 

Amendment. We remind the city that 
the first Amendment is a limitation on 
government,  not  a  grant  of 
power."  (Salt Lake Tribune, 2 Octo-
ber, 2002) 

�ACLU Attorney Stephen Clark is hop-
ing the matter is dropped and both 
church and city council accept that the 
plaza sidewalks are public forums. 

To some extent, this whole thing was 
about giving the church a protected 
platform to project its own views and 
to deny anyone else the right to 
equally express their ideas," Clark 
said. "I would hope the Mormon Church 
would have enough confidence in their 
ideas to accept this decision and cre-
ate, in addition to 'a little bit of 
Paris,' a little bit of Hyde Park in 
downtown Salt Lake City so all view-
points are heard."  

There is something about the religious 
mind-set that can lead the zealous to an 
imperious cast of mind. Just as the Nau-
voo temple is a timely reminder of the 
esoteric nature of Mormonism, so the 
High Street Plaza episode brings into 
sharp contrast the power-hungry Mor-
mon Church and the biblical picture of a 
servant king washing the disciple’s feet. 
The church that crowned its founder 
king of the House of Israel still values 
power and control above meekness and 
humility. But it is still the latter that 
marks those destined for an eternal in-
heritance. 

MORMON TEMPLE, OR MORMON TEMPLE, OR MORMON TEMPLE, OR MORMON TEMPLE, OR     
MASONIC HALL?MASONIC HALL?MASONIC HALL?MASONIC HALL?    

I wrote to Rauni Higley, whose site I 
recommend above for more information 
on Occult symbols on the Nauvoo tem-
ple, and asked about some of the fea-
tures that are peculiar to the Nauvoo and 
other early temples. Notably, the early 
temples seemed to have a large assembly 
hall as though designed for public meet-
ings. She pointed out that, not only are 
the Mormon temple ceremonies mod-
elled on Masonic ceremonies, the As-
sembly Halls in larger and older temples 
are set just like Masonic Temple Assem-
bly Halls. If you look at pictures of the 
interiors of these buildings you can see 
it. Rauni went on to explain: 

�For example in the Salt Lake Temple, 
the Great Assembly Hall is in the 5th 
floor. The East End of the hall is set 

cumstances prevail around the Salt Lake 
temple where evangelicals are often 
found handing out tracts and engaging 
passers by in witnessing conversations. 
This is particularly noticeable during 
special events such as the two confer-
ences held in April and October, the re-
cent Olympic Games etc.  Mormons 
may view this as harassment and wish 
they could get on with their lives with-
out having a leaflet pushed into their 
hands and hearing voices around them 
denouncing their Church. However, it 
cannot be right for the Mormon Church 
to use its vast wealth and power to deny 
others rights they themselves take for 
granted in countries around the world, 
notably the right to tell others that they 
are wrong. 

The judges thought so too, stating in 
their judgement reported in the Salt Lake 
Tribune: 

"The city may not take action that 
runs afoul of our first and primary 
amendment. Our country's dedication 
to both free expression and 
[separation of church and state] are 
among its greatest heritages, and our 
fealty to the concept of a marketplace 
of ideas in religion as well as other 
fields has been the hallmark of our so-
ciety. 

The judges noted changes in the way 
church and city officials explained the 
plaza at the time of the sale -- as a 
"pedestrian plaza," a "little bit of 
Paris" that would "enhance the urban 
fabric of the downtown area" -- and 
the private religious retreat they de-
scribed at an appeal hearing three 
years later. Church and city attorneys' 
claims that the plaza sidewalks are 
used mostly by church employees and 
tourists headed to and from the Jo-
seph Smith Memorial Building or Tem-
ple Square were similarly brushed off. 
And they dismissed city and church 
arguments that the city property is 
now private and therefore not a public 
forum subject to protests. 

We are convinced the city has at-
tempted to change the forum's status 
without bearing the attendant costs, 
by retaining the pedestrian easement 
but eliminating the speech previously 
permitted on the same property," the 
judges wrote. "In effect, the city 
wants to have its cake and eat it too, 
but it cannot do so under the First 
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confuse the word “God” and the word 
“person”, i.e. there is one God but three 
persons. God is not a person but three 
persons, he is a being (singular) who ex-
ists in three persons (plural). 

Acts 7:55 “But Stephen, full of the Holy 
Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw 
the glory of God, and Jesus standing on 
the right hand of God.”  

Here you have what seems to be a de-
scription of the Father and the Son simi-
lar to Joseph Smith’s account of the First 
Vision. The first thing to be said is that 
Stephen didn’t claim to see God physi-
cally but “the glory of God”. Secondly, 
to see Jesus standing on the right hand 
of God is a figurative expression mean-
ing that he “saw” Jesus in the place of 
honour. This is a poetic description of a 
Spirit-filled perception of Jesus’ place in 
heaven, a place of honour, and God’s 
glory vindicated in Christ. 

1 Corinthians 8:5 “For even if there 
are so-called gods, whether in heaven 
or on earth (as indeed there are many 
‘gods’ and many ‘lords’), yet for us there 
is but one God.”  

This is a key text since it is from here 
Mormons argue that, although there are 
clearly many gods, yet Mormons only 
worship one God, “for to us there is but 
one God”. Paul is writing here about 
food offered to idols not the order and 
population of the cosmos. Should Chris-
tians buy food in the marketplace that 
has almost certainly been offered to 
some pagan “god” or another. His an-
swer is yes because “We know that an 
idol is nothing at all in this world, and 
that there is no God but one.” In other 
words, these “gods” are idols and not 
true gods therefore they are of no conse-
quence. He goes on to declare, “For 
even if there are so-called gods, whether 
in heaven or on earth [as indeed there 
are many “gods” and many “lords”], yet 
for us there is but one God.”  

The NIV brings out the meaning very 
well in calling them “so-called gods”. 
He does counsel, however, that those 
who know this should be sensitive to-
wards those who, “are still so accus-
tomed to idols that when they eat such 
food they think of it as having been sac-
rificed to an idol, and since their con-
science is weak, it is defiled.”  

In other words, to pay heed to these false 
gods is a mistake and we are free to eat, 
but we should be patient with those who 
still feel there is something in it and fear 
to partake.   " 

and pronoun. There is a mixture of the 
many and the one in reference to the 
same thing – the Godhead. The trinity 
explains this phenomenon very well. 

Psalm 82:1 “God presides in the great 
assembly; he gives judgement among 
the ‘gods’.”  

The Hebrew here is again elohim but the 
meaning is quite different to what we 
find in Genesis. Elohim can mean the 
one true God. It can also refer to idols 
and false gods. And it can, as in this 
case, mean judges - those given power 
on earth to mete out God’s judgement. 
An illustration can be drawn from the 
use of the word Lord, which can refer to 
God the Father, or to Jesus, or to mem-
bers of the judiciary. When a barrister 
refers to a judge as “my Lord” there is 
no suggestion that the judge is a god. If 
you substitute the word “Lords” for 
“gods” in this Psalm you get the sense 
immediately. It is notable that the 
“gods” in Psalm 82 are themselves being 
judged and their mere humanity is clear 
from verse 6, I said, ‘You are “gods”; 
you are all sons of the Most High.’ But 
you will die like mere men; you will fall 
like every other ruler. 

John 10:34 “Jesus answered them, ‘Is it 
not written in your law, “I have said, 
you are gods”?’  

This is out of chronological order but 
worth mentioning here since it is a refer-
ence to Psalm 82.  The same argument 
applies here as there, i.e. “gods” means 
judges. Jesus’ argues that if sinful men 
can be called “gods” and the Pharisees 
raise no objection, why do they object 
when such a good and holy man calls 
himself God’s Son? 

Matthew 3:16-17 “As soon as Jesus was 
baptised, he went up out of the water. 
At that moment heaven was opened, 
and he saw the Spirit of God descend-
ing like a dove and lighting on him. 
And a voice from heaven said, ‘This is 
my Son, whom I love; with him I am 
well pleased.’”  

You can see immediately the argument. 
There are clearly three separate persons 
here, so how could they all be one God? 
Of course, this comes from a misunder-
standing of language and terminology 
more than anything. Christians believe 
in one God, but that there are three per-
sons in the Godhead.  

This does not mean that there are three 
Gods, or that God is “one person who is 
three persons”. It is important not to 

is a concept in the spoof Science Fantasy, 
"The Hitchhikers Guide to the Galaxy", 
called the SEP Field. An SEP relies on 
people’s natural predisposition not to see 
anything they don’t want to see, weren’t 
expecting to see, or can’t explain. The 
brain edits it out and says that it is Some-
body Else's Problem.  Even if you look at 
it directly you won’t see it unless you 
know exactly what it is. Perhaps the Mor-
mon temples are each fitted with an SEP 
Field. Those who step inside fail to see, 
and those who stand outside can’t imag-
ine, how far from Christian reality it truly 
is. 

YE ARE GODS! 

Of course the whole purpose of the Mor-
mon temple endowment ceremony is that 
faithful members are given instruction in 
the cosmology of Mormonism. Christians 
view God as the first cause of all crea-
tion, and declare that “Man’s chief and 
highest end is to glorify God, and fully to 
enjoy him forever” (Westminster Cate-
chism). Mormons see mankind’s true ori-
gins in a Von-Daniken type cosmos in 
which God is an exalted man; men and 
women become not creations of God but 
the same species as God, who lived with 
God in a pre-mortal life, gods in embryo 
if you will. The secrets of the Mormon 
temple are the means by which we come 
into our full inheritance as gods our-
selves. 

Mormons use several Bible texts to sup-
port the idea that there are many gods, 
but they can be easily explained. 

Genesis 1:26a “And God said, Let us 
make man in our image.”  

The Hebrew word for God used here is 
Elohim. This is a plural form and requires 
the pronouns “us” and “our” to be used. 
However, the rest of the account is in the 
singular:  

“So God created man in his own image, 
in the image God he created him; male 
and female he created them.” 

 Several explanations seem reasonable. 
Elohim might be seen as the plural of 
majesty, reflecting the human agency in 
the authorship of Scripture, i.e. it is the 
practice for earthly monarchs to refer to 
themselves as “we” and so the writer 
represents God in the same way. Alterna-
tively, God might be addressing his heav-
enly court or, thirdly God might be ad-
dressing Jesus and the Holy Spirit.  

Whichever way you look at it God is us-
ing here a plural noun but singular verb 
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Speaking the Truth in Speaking the Truth in Speaking the Truth in Speaking the Truth in 
LoveLoveLoveLove    

Ours is a time of compromise and ac-
commodation. We see it often as we take 
our message to people who are pleased 
that you should have your beliefs as long 
as you leave them alone with theirs. We 
witness it in the attempts of political and 
social movers and shakers to find a mid-
dle ground, on which all faiths can stand 
and create a global religion to serve our 
global society. We hear it in the cries of 
protest that go up at our claim to exclu-
sivity for the Christian faith. And our 
faith is uncompromising. Take the words 
of Jesus who declared: 

I am the way and the truth and the life. 
No one comes to the Father except 
through me.” (Jn.14:6) 

There is nothing remotely compromising 
about the message of the cross. 

Men of Israel, listen to this: Jesus of Naz-
areth was a man accredited by God to 
you by miracles, wonders and signs, 
which God did among you through him, 
as you yourselves know. This man was 
handed over to you by God’s set pur-
pose and foreknowledge; and you, with 
the help of wicked men, put him to 
death by nailing him to a cross. But God 
raised him  from the dead, freeing him 
from the agony of death, because it was 
impossible for death to keep its hold on 
him… 

God has raised this Jesus to life, and we 
are all witnesses of the fact. Exalted to 
the right hand of God, he has received 
from the Father the promised Holy 
Spirit and has poured out what you 
now see and hear…Therefore let all Is-
rael be assured of this: God has made 
this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord 
and Christ…. 

Repent and be baptised, every one of 
you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins. And you will re-
ceive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The 
promise is for you and your children and 
for all who are far off – for all whom the 
Lord our God will call. (Acts 2:22-39) 

With our “Great Commission” clearly 
spelled out, Go and make disciples of all 
nations (Matt.28:19-20), we cannot, we 
dare not compromise. 

Winning Friends and In-Winning Friends and In-Winning Friends and In-Winning Friends and In-
fluencing Sheepfluencing Sheepfluencing Sheepfluencing Sheep    

Dale Carnegie, the author of How to Win 
Friends and Influence People, astutely 
observed that “If you want to make an 
enemy, tell a man he is wrong”. But if we 
are going to that man with the Christian 
message, the message of Acts 2, how can 
we possibly avoid the risk of making an 
enemy? When dealing with the errors we 
encounter, and applying the corrective of 
Scripture, how can we make a friend and 
still “tell a man he is wrong”? 

Isaiah, in describing the work of the cross 
and the desperate needs of a rebellious 
world, wrote: 

We all, like sheep, have gone astray, 
each of us has turned to his own way 

And this describes perfectly the people to 
whom we are to take this uncompromis-
ing Christian message. All are following 
a way that seems right to them, their own 
way. But Isaiah goes on to describe 
God’s response to this straying world: 

And the LORD has laid on him the iniq-
uity of us all. (Isaiah 53:6) 

In Matthew’s gospel we read these words 
of Jesus: 

What do you think? If a man owns a 
hundred sheep, and one of them wan-
ders away, will he not leave the ninety-
nine on the hills and go to look for the 
one that wandered off? And if he finds 
it, I tell you the truth, he is happier 
about that one sheep than about the 
ninety-nine that did not wander. 
(Matt.18:12-13) 

The apostle Peter’s familiar instruction to 
believers helps us here as he encourages 
us: 

In your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. 
Always be prepared to give an answer 
to everyone who asks you to give the 
reason for the hope that you have. But 
do this with gentleness and respect 
(1Peter 3:15). 

Surely the answer to our question, “how 
can we make a friend and still “tell a man 
he is wrong”?” is, in telling him he is 
wrong, we should also show him he is 
valued. 

Christ in your Heart Christ in your Heart Christ in your Heart Christ in your Heart –––– and  and  and  and 
in your Witnessingin your Witnessingin your Witnessingin your Witnessing    

 Sometimes, in our evangelistic efforts, 
we can lay such great store on correcting 
people that we can forget to value them. 
It is as though the person we are talking 

to has no value until they come around 
to our way of thinking. It is well to re-
member that God demonstrates his own 
love for us in this: while we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us (Ro.5:8). 
God’s response to our sinfulness and re-
bellion is a demonstration of love. Set-
ting apart Christ in your heart means 
more than telling the woman at the well 
that she is wrong in her beliefs and life-
style. It means demonstrating that she is 
valued by speaking to her with gentle-
ness and respect. 

In “witnessing to the cults” it is very 
easy to become combative when we 
mean to be challenging, condemnatory 
when we should be caring, judgmental 
when we should be gentle and respect-
ful. As we approach our evangelism per-
haps it would help to bear in mind the 
following: 

Apologetics isn’t there to make us look 
clever, but to make the message clear 
and more convincing. Remember that 
Jesus could have commanded angelic 
legions and looked mighty and trium-
phant if that had been God’s purpose 
(Matt.26:52-54). How often have I heard 
tales of Christians sending off a Jeho-
vah’s Witness “with their tail between 
their legs”, the argument won but the 
Witness lost? As we marshal our legion 
of arguments we must ask whether we 
are serving the purpose of God in win-
ning souls or serving ourselves in gain-
ing a reputation for winning arguments. 
Are we sharing the good news that 
Christ died for sinners, the just for the 
unjust, or are we breaking the bad news 
that our visitor is in a cult and doomed 
unless they get out? There is a world of 
difference. 

Apologetics isn’t there primarily to pull 
down the Mormon Church or the Watch-
tower Bible and Tract Society but to win 
the Mormon or Witness at your door. 
Long after Jesus had returned to glory 
both the temple and the establishment 
that crucified him still stood – for a time. 
But already, during his ministry and fol-
lowing Pentecost, people were respond-
ing to the call to repent and be baptised. 
Individuals were being saved into the 
kingdom even as the kingdom of Satan 
seemed indestructible. 

 Apologetics is an essential tool in our 
armoury, but we should remember that 
“we do not struggle against flesh and 
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blood, but against the rulers, against the 
authorities, against the powers of this 
dark world and against spiritual forces 
of evil in the heavenly realm” (Eph.6:12).  

This is particularly difficult for those 
who have been victims of deception but 
it is well to remember that the Mormon at 
your door is not the Mormon Church, the 
Witness is not the WTBTS. You are not 
tearing down strongholds but building a 
bridge. If we have put on Christ then, 
though we may burn with anger at the 
injustice and deception perpetrated by 

these organisations, we will look with 
love and compassion on those who are 
deceived just as we once were. Ask your-
self, am I getting back at the organisation 
that hurt me, or am I valuing the person 
in front of me by sharing the truth with 
gentleness and respect? 

 Apologetics isn’t enough and no one can 
be reasoned into becoming a Christian. 
Apologetics can, however, remove obsta-
cles to faith by showing that the Christian 
faith is not irrational. We can, with God’s 
help, “convince” people of so much, but 

more important than being convinced is 
being convicted. Conviction of sin is 
something brought by the Holy Spirit. 
That is why we need to pray for those to 
whom we witness. If we do not value 
them we will be less inclined to pray for 
them. If we value them we will speak 
the truth with gentleness and respect and 
pray that they may come to know him 
even as we have. Because they, like 
sheep, have gone astray, and the LORD 
has laid on him the iniquity of them all - 
if someone would but tell them the truth, 
in love.   " 

 
 
 

We received this interesting email in 
response to our lead article in Issue 69 
 

Doug, I read your article on CESNUR 
in the recent Reachout Quarterly with 
great interest. You may recall how in 
1998 'Comments from the Friends' ex-
posed the hypocrisy of JW leaders qui-
etly sending speakers to the CESNUR 
conference whilst teaching their own 
members, "Jehovah's witnesses have 
nothing in common with other religious 
groups and can never seek any affilia-
tion with them." - Awake! 22nd No-
vember 1975 page 23. This resulted in 
the Watchtower withdrawing its speak-
ers (who cited personal reasons). 
CESNUR were rather upset about this 
and threatened Comments with legal 
action, as they had inadvertently pub-
lished some inaccurate statements about 
the conference (referring to some dele-
gates as speakers when they were 
merely in the audience, and referring to 
the Transylvanian Society of Dracula as 
a vampire sect). Comments was entirely 
happy to correct the record and apolo-
gise for these errors, which were clearly 
not significant to the main point Com-
ments was trying to make. Comments 
had not been attempting to malign 
CESNUR or its various member groups.  

It is interesting how CESNUR behaves 
when the boot is on the other foot. Pre-
sumably it has referred to Reachout un-
der a pseudonym so that it can publish 

deliberately false information and es-
cape legal action. Indeed one has to 
wonder whether they are actually refer-
ring to Reachout at all, given the inac-
curate nature of some of their claims. 
Comments, Reachout and similar 
groups always name the group they are 
talking about, take great care to be ac-
curate in reporting facts, and are happy 
to correct any inadvertent errors, and 
this is how any legitimate group should 
behave. Open debate is an important 
element in helping people determine 
what is truth and what is not (Proverbs 
18:17).  

It will be interesting to see if CESNUR 
are happy to correct the record (or else 
produce supporting evidence for some 
of their more wildly inaccurate claims).  

I would be interested to receive the full 
text of their article - please could you 
send this to me.  

If you quote from this email, as usual 
please do not name me. Thanks.  

 
Dear Doug, 

Thank you for my Reachout Quarterly 
issue 68. For the first time in years, I 
felt compelled to write to you. 

I have studied the Bible for years with 
the Jehovah’s Witnesses.  With thanks 
to you and your advice on essential 
reading material I am now reading the 
bible for myself. 

Over several years a very good friend 
[who receives the Reachout quarterly in 
London] and myself have tried to be-
come members of several churches.  
Unfortunately, every time we have 
stopped attending, due to flaming mis-
siles i.e. Church leaders/Politicians 
changing the scriptures to suit their life-
styles.  I no longer attend any church.  I 
don’t live the lifestyle Jesus would 

want, however, I try my best. 

I would like to thank you for your 
opening article “Is Our Guard Slip-
ping”, for the first time in years its nice 
to hear someone speak the truth, some-
thing we hardly ever hear these days. 
Yes, the 1st Commandment, Thou 
Shall have no other God’s before me, 
still stands.  We are all accountable one 
day.  I’m sure Jesus looks down on you 
with great joy, your article uplifted my 
spirit. 

Please keep up this wonderful work.  
May God keep using you to do his fine 
works. - R.E. 

 
Thank you for sending your E-mail on 
the subject of Homoeopathy. I thought 
you might be interested to have the en-
closed, which is a few brief excerpts 
from a book I had from Swansea li-
brary called The Two Faces of Homoe-
opathy by Anthony Campbell. The 
writer isn’t a Christian but has no prob-
lem with recognising the occult nature 
of homoeopathy. 

Anthony Campbell was consultant 
physician at the Royal London Ho-
moeopathic Hospital, and director of 
the research unit at the hospital. For 
many years he was actively involved in 
teaching homoeopathy and acupunc-
ture to doctors. He has also written two 
books on aspects of Eastern philoso-
phy. 

�The origin of homoeopathy is in the 
work of Samuel Hahnemann (1755-
1843). He was a deeply religious Ger-
man who believed himself to be God�s 
chosen instrument for the healing of 
mankind. His religion led him into 
Freemasonry; he was deist rather 
than theistic, pagan rather than 
Christian� � p.25  
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Homoeopathic medicines are made by a 
process of alternate dilution and succus-
sion (violent shaking). It is this latter that 
is the cause of their increasing activity, 
not the dilution! (Called ‘potentization'). 
In the final medicine there may be hardly 
any of the molecules of the original sub-
stance left but the shaking has given it its 
potency.  

This dynamization, as he called it, was a 
process of releasing energy that he re-
garded as essentially immaterial and 
spiritual. This shaking then was danger-
ous to the point that he advised homoeo-
paths not to carry medicines in their 
waistcoat pockets lest they inadvertently 
made them too powerful! – p.46-48) (all 
emphasis is added) 

Hahnemann’s theory of chronic disease. 
This, he said, is due mainly to faulty liv-
ing habits, orthodox medicines, or one of 
the three ‘miasms’ (taints) i.e. syphilis, 
sycosis, or psoro. This comes through the 
skin, so that the first signs of disease are 
in the skin. Here his theories become 
more metaphysical. Being that these mi-
asms are so infectious everyone has 
them. However, Hahnemann assures us 
that he personally did not! 

 On page 53 of this book the relationship 
of this to the doctrine of original sin is 
drawn, and he goes so far as to say that 
homoeopathy will eventually rid man-
kind of this hereditary burden! Ho-
moeopathy is destined to bring about the 
total transformation of human life by 
eradicating the physical and spiritual 
cause of suffering! p.49-54. 

Swedenborgian homoeopaths (Emanuel 
Swedenborg, 1688-1772) continue to say 
that not only the patients’ body but his 
mind and spiritual essence must be 
treated. They go on to say that as treat-
ment progresses the development of a 
rash is a favourable sign because the 
psoro is coming out. The patient is get-
ting better in the reverse order of getting 
ill. 

James Tyler KENT (1849-1916) is 
thought by many to be second only to 
Hahnemann in importance to homoeopa-
thy. (Like his forerunner he is known to 
have had feelings of persecution in his 
latter years). He says that Hahnemann 
discovered a divinely ordained law.  

Homoeopathy is an inspired science. It is 
therefore not just foolish but impious to 
question Hahnemann! His principles con-
tained the idea that one must reject 
modern scientific and pathological 

knowledge as a guide to prescribing. 
Emphasis is placed on psychology and 
spiritual symptoms (p95-104). This be-
came the foundation of British homoe-
opathy, i.e. metaphysical homoeopathy! 

Theophrastus Von HOHENHEIM, 19th 
century, commonly known as Paracelsus. 
Among post Hahnemann homoeopaths 
some were deeply influenced by the oc-
cult alchemical tradition to which 
Paracelsus belonged, and they didn’t 
hesitate to make the connection explicit. 
The Hermetic Order of the Golden Dawn 
had a number of homoeopathic doctors in 
its membership – p.113-115. 

Official science is predominantly a left 
brain (analytical) function, whereas oc-
cultism and magic are products of the in-
tuitive right brain... both halves of the 
brain are needed for a balanced outlook... 
metaphysical homoeopathy... is largely a 
right-brain product. At any rate I am sure 
that much of the present enthusiasm for 
homoeopathy and for other forms of al-
ternative medicine is because of their as-
sociation with this underground partly 
unconscious, current of thought. If you 
doubt this you have only to go into any 
book shop devoted to the occult and 
see how many of the shelves contain 
books on alternative medicine! – p.20 

 

Hi Doug and team, 

Just to say 'thank you and keep up the 
good work'. 

I have been witnessing to my ex-jw 
friends (they come up to me and talk, in 
fact I am going round to someone's house 
in a few minutes. He does not go any 
more but says he still believes it, which 
we all used to say)  and of course you 
know about my ex-husband who has 
since left after more than 25 years.  What 
I've been telling JWs is now coming out 
in the open, it's like they just need one 
person to stand up to the JWs hierarchy.  
Their downfall is now on the cards. 

You may not get a lot of feedback from 
all your work, I don't know, but it is cer-
tainly mushrooming (if that's the right 
word). 

blessings, - M.B. 

 
I actually live in Surrey and was amazed 
to find such a comprehensive site operat-
ing so locally to myself....  
Having been brought up as a Christian 
although backsliding at times, recently a 
close friend of mine has become a Mor-

mon.  
At first, as I'm no doubt your well 
aware, the missionaries I met through 
her were so charming, polite and dedi-
cated, I couldn't help but warm to them.  
In fact despite all my upbringing, I 
found myself not only warming to them 
and their teachings but considering be-
coming a member of the latter day saints 
'organisation'.  
(I refuse to even call it a church!)  
I began to pray in the past two days that 
God would reveal to me if this was the 
right thing to do or not....This evening, I 
decided to arm myself with some more 
information about the Mormons.  
I found this site and am eternally grate-
ful for it....I have now realised the depth 
of differences between mainstream 
Christianity and this organisation.  
Particularly as not only ignorant of facts, 
they are cleverly putting themselves for-
ward as 'christian' knowing that this was 
the background I came from.  
So really I just wanted to share and to 
thank God with you and the others that 
help run this website from saving one 
soul today from being stolen from the 
fold.  
And as the Bible says there is much re-
joicing over one returning to the fold.  
Yours Sincerely - S.B. 

 
 I just wanted to say thank you again for 
the training day on Saturday. A few peo-
ple have commented on how informative  
it was and learnt things which they had 
never heard about before. I continue to 
pray that Christians will be encouraged 
to share the Gospel with those who 
come to the doors and those they know 
who are involved in the cults. Thank you 
for your ministry. We would appreciate 
your prayers for Walsall and especially 
the Jehovah's Witnesses and Mormons 
in this area. - S.B. 

 
I wanted to say thank you so very much 
for coming to talk to all of us here, espe-
cially as I know that you have an ex-
tremely busy schedule. The talk was ab-
solutely excellent and many people have 
spoken to me at the last few services 
about the talk, cult groups and the 
Reachout Trust. I have a feeling that you 
are going to be asked to come down 
again! It is a great work that you are do-
ing. May God bless you. - R.M. 
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We have recently introduced a new ser-
vice on our web site which each month 
either recommends or brings a warning 
about certain websites. For those who do 
no t  normal ly vis i t  our  s i te 
(www.reachouttrust.org) we are printing 
a sample of what you are missing! This 
service is provided for us by Clifford 
Wade. 

Four websites are reviewed; the first two 
are recommended as useful resources for 
Christians.. The second two are websites 
which are interesting but which encour-
age anti-Christian practices. These are 
reviewed to highlight the error and poten-
tial dangers which may be all too easily 
viewed on the Internet, and also to pro-
vide education for Christians from the 
perspective of people directly involved in 
such activities. 

☺Recommended Website : CANA 

– Christian Answers for the New 
Age - http://cana.userworld.com/
cana_home.html  

The author of this website is Marcia 
Montenegro, a Christian who prior to 
conversion was involved in many aspects 
of the New Age movement. A page 
called “Author’s Biography” reveals that 
she has travelled a very intense and di-
verse spiritual journey, especially in as-
pects of the New Age, including raising 
the kundalini, spirit guides, astral travel 
and contacting the dead. She talks how-
ever of how she eventually came to faith 
in Jesus Christ, and says  

�No sorcerer, no spiritual master, no 
Bhudda, no shaman, no witch, no psychic 
has conquered death, but all still lie 
cold in their graves. But Jesus has 
power over death and is living today.�  

It is a very honest account of her spiritual 
experiences, and also full of realism, 
summed up by the following statement ;  

�What is the difference between my 
former life and my life in Christ ? That 
I am happier, that life is easier ? Not 

at all. The difference is that I am 
spiritually satisfied. The search has 
ended ; the thirst has been quenched ; 
the hunger within has been filled.� 

The site is well presented, and easy to 
navigate. Useful pages include 
“Background to the Author” and 
“Statement of Faith”, which states cer-
tain key doctrines. 

Other pages include “What is Truth ?”, a 
very useful “Chart of Beliefs” (which 
summarise the differences between 
Christianity and the New Age on central 
doctrines) and various pages on areas 
like Halloween, Ouija, Vampyres, Yoga, 
Harry Potter and Marilyn Manson. 

What I like most about this site is that it 
is written by someone who has had per-
sonal experience in many spiritual areas; 
this gives credibility to her appeal to 
seek the Lord Jesus Christ, as she has 
“been there and done that”. This site will 
be particularly useful to people currently 
in the same situation she once was – try-
ing to find spiritual truth. It is also useful 
for Christians to gain more understand-
ing of the New Age. Above all, it is a 
personal testimony that, after much 
searching, there is spiritual truth and re-
ality and that is exclusively found in the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

☺Recommended Website : Re-

covery from Mormonism - 
http://www.exmormon.org 

The second recommended website is not 
an evangelical Christian website, but it 
is still very helpful and interesting.  It 
offers support to ex-Mormons and in-
deed to people still involved within the 
Mormon system but who are questioning 
the organisation. 

The objectives stated on the Home Page 
are clearly defined ; 

 �The purpose of this site is to let peo-
ple who are or were in Mormonism 
know they are not alone in their feel-
ings and experiences in their quests to 
regain their lives after years in their 
religion. We advocate no specific reli-
gious preference or religious activities 
after Mormonism.�  

I like the honesty contained in this state-
ment – the sole purpose of the authors of 
the site is to simply help and support 
Mormons and ex-Mormons, and they 
make it clear that they are not represent-
ing a particular religious position. The 
site also clearly is a warning to people 

who are considering joining the Mormon 
organisation. 

The key element to this site is the oppor-
tunity for ex-Mormons to write in and 
have their personal experiences pub-
lished on a public forum. Currently, 
there are over 220 such stories and let-
ters. The site also provides support in 
the forms of E-mail Newsgroups to join, 
bulletin boards and articles about Mor-
monism. The page called “Thinking of 
Joining Mormonism?” is an excellent 
history of the Mormon organisation, and 
“things Mormon missionaries will not 
tell you.” 

The site seems to have had a widespread 
attraction, as there is also a smaller sec-
tion containing testimonies of former 
Jehovah Witnesses as well. Although 
this is not classified as an evangelical 
Christian site, I did come across testimo-
nies of ex-Mormons who are now Chris-
tians. 

 One very interesting aspect was the 
page giving Mormons who are commit-
ted to the organisation the chance to also 
write in and respond to what ex-
Mormons claim, and to defend the Mor-
mon system. This is fair as it presents 
“both sides of the debate”, though I 
found some comments in this section to 
be very worrying. One comment, for ex-
ample, said ; “The Mormon church is the 
ONLY true church in the world.” 

 My one slight criticism of the site is that 
it is not the best presented, and can be 
very daunting to the newcomer reading 
it simply because it has so much infor-
mation on it. However, it really is a use-
ful site as it provides support to ex-
Mormons and those within Mormonism 
who are questioning it, and if you are 
prepared to spend a long time reading  
the testimonies (and my guess is that 
many people who are concerned about 
the Mormon organisation will do) then it 
is an invaluable source of help and infor-
mation. Above all, it gives the chance to 
critique the Mormon organisation from 
“the horse’s mouth”…that is, from those 
who were once involved in this cult. 

&Not recommended Website : 

Uri Geller’s Official Website - 
www.adalarms. force9.co.uk/
urigeller/urigeller.htm 

There can be no doubt that Uri Geller 
has become a well known and charis-
matic celebrity, fascinating many over 
recent years with his seemingly power-
ful spiritual “powers”, which extend to 
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&Not Recommended Website : 

The Shining Light Society - 
http://www.shininglight.org.uk 

The home page  states the position of the 
authors,  

�We can help and guide you, and to-
gether we can find your way forward 
in life�Whatever is worrying you, how-
ever depressed you are, however hope-
less your situation seems right now, we 
will not let you down. Love, money, 
work, health�we can help you�Through 
our deep understanding of life and all 
forms of ancient high magic (magick), 
love spells, magic spells, witchcraft, 
talismans, astrology, horoscopes and 
clairvoyance, we succeed where others 
fail� 

These are bold statements but you can-
not criticise the authors for their honesty 
but everything they stand for is hated by 
God. The Home page links to subjects 
such as: Witchcraft, History of Magic, 
Spells, Channelling Readings, Astrology 
and Talismans, Feng Shui, Deep Magick 
Rituals, Past Life Readings and Tarot 
Divinations. 

One of the authors, known as Mirren, 
offers channelling.  

�I am privileged in having the gift of 
psychic clairaudience, which means 
that I can hear my spirit helpers di-
rectly. I work with positive energies 
and work toward the Light only. My 
spirit helpers�are �white��(I) pass on 
messages from these Lords of Light. 
Some people know them as Angels.�   

Mirren invites people to e-mail her with 
requests for channelling; they may ask 
up to three questions for $25 (about £ 
15.) 

 It is not good that there are many such 
sites available for anyone to access, not 
least children. In particular, it tries to 
play on peoples’ fears and vulnerability 
by appealing to those who are finding 
life difficult.  

 Finally, the authors claim; 

 �We are here with just one aim � to 
light your way forward, to bring you 
happiness.� But as Christians know, and 
what should be told to those fasci-
nated by such occult practices, Jesus 
Christ alone is the �Light of the 
world.� " 

much more than his famous abilities to 
“bend cutlery” and “make clocks start 
again” without touching them. I have 
heard him recently on radio shows, and I 
find him to come across as being very 
pleasant and sincere in what he is doing. 
However, herein lies the danger; because 
he is pleasant and does show remarkable 
examples of mysterious powers, he is able 
to attract many people who cannot discern 
that much of what he does is wrong. I 
have reviewed his official website be-
cause I want to know exactly what he be-
lieves, to see things from his perspective 
and then evaluate them from a Christian 
viewpoint. I am not attempting at all to 
criticise him as a person, but rather to try 
and discern his practices and to warn 
against them. As many of us know, it is 
when wrong practices are well presented, 
well endorsed by celebrities, well pack-
aged, and even promoted as being of great 
benefit, when they are most dangerous, 
and they can attract many people to try 
them out for themselves. 

As a brief background to Uri Geller, he 
was born in Tel Aviv in 1946. In the early 
1970s, he became very involved in para-
psychology and ESP. From then on, he 
has become a “household” name in the 
psychic field, and the fact that he is also a 
charismatic and entertaining personality 
has certainly helped him to become fa-
mous and well liked by many. When his 
name is mentioned, people immediately 
think of his amazing ability to “bend cut-
lery” – this has even happened to people 
in their homes whilst just listening to him 
on radio or TV shows. However, his in-
volvement in the spiritual realm is far 
deeper than this. 

Uri Geller claims to be a religious person, 
but holds a variety of beliefs, and seems 
to accept that “God can manifest himself 
in many different ways”. The fact that he 
is an Israeli may account for some of his 
beliefs. For example, I found his view on 
creation very interesting, to the point 
where you may think these were the 
words of a Christian;  

�I am a great believer in creation, 
rather than evolution. I believe that 
God created us. No matter what other 
scientists tell me that there was a big 
bang, my next question to them would 
be who made the big bang ?� 

However, just a glance at the Home page 
reveals that all is not well. Pages linked 
from there have titles including 
“Paranormal Stories”, “Are you Psy-
chic?”, “Crystal Information Centre” and 

“Monthly Horoscope.” 

One page outlines his latest book, called 
“True Confessions.” which contains such 
topics as, �The coming of the Messiah�
new age spirituality versus traditional 
religion�we are going to reveal the 
power of symbols, false gods�the cult 
Diana and Elvis�extra-terrestrial intel-
ligence and powers.� 

The same page describes a “Parascience 
Pack” about which Uri Geller says, �(the 
Pack includes) dowsing rods, a crystal, 
it�s a very interesting complex run down 
of power science. Spirituality highlight-
ing the powers of the mind, with sub-
jects like astrology etc.� 

A further page is called “Are you Psy-
chic?” states that each one of us has psy-
chic abilities, whether we know it or not.  

�Somewhere down the years, you gave 
up on your psychic powers. But you are 
reading this now � and that is a positive 
sign that you are ready to explore your 
innate gifts. Set aside any natural 
doubts and you can open your mind to 
the immense, untapped powers of the 
brain.� 

From these quotes alone, Christians can 
quickly discern that Uri Geller is promot-
ing practices which are condemned in the 
sight of God. Uri Geller himself may not 
genuinely realise this and I get the im-
pression that he thinks they are from God 
and therefore positive. This shows how 
vital it is to know our Biblical doctrine in 
order to discern what is right and wrong,  

The following statement from Uri Geller 
sums up his position,  

�It�s the dreamers that make it in life, 
people with open-minded uninterrupted 
visions, they are the ones that have al-
ways succeeded.�  

Christians would not be open-minded 
enough but herein lies the danger what are 
you opening up to?  

I believe that Christians should pray for 
Uri Geller’s salvation. I have no “axe to 
grind” against him as a person, and would 
love to see him repent from his practices, 
and become an effective Christian. As for 
his current position, we should clearly 
discern that he is promoting potentially 
dangerous practices…and we should not 
be afraid to tell others we know that this 
is the case. 
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Since April 2000 it has been possible for us to reclaim any tax that you may have paid on the amount of your gifts to 
Reachout Trust no matter how small providing you instruct us to treat them as “Gift Aid Donations.” 
WHY SHOULD I DO THIS?WHY SHOULD I DO THIS?WHY SHOULD I DO THIS?WHY SHOULD I DO THIS? 

1. It is good stewardship – your gift is increased by over 20% without you giving anything extra. 
2. It helps us to be able to plan the work ahead more effectively. 
3. It enables us to accomplish many of the projects that we believe that the Lord would have us undertake. 

WHAT SHOULD I DO NEXT?WHAT SHOULD I DO NEXT?WHAT SHOULD I DO NEXT?WHAT SHOULD I DO NEXT? 
Consider whether you feel the Lord wants you to make a regular donation—this is especially very helpful for us 
and we make special offers under our Action Pack scheme for such people (ask for leaflet) - or a once-off gift. Fill 
in the form below and send it with the gift. We will receive it with great appreciation and do everything else that is 
necessary.  
WHAT WILL YOU SPEND IT ON? 
Obviously there are the normal overheads of the Trust – wages, rent, advertising etc. These costs are kept to a 
minimum. We then have a Reachout Development Plan, which is a priority list of what we would want to undertake 
in the next year. At present we are looking to keep making our web site better. We also need to have the 
computer programme that runs our database, invoicing etc updated and this will also be probably around 
£3,000.  
If you are eligible please could we encourage you to complete the form below (you can photostat the page) by ticking 
the appropriate boxes, deleting the * inappropriate words and sending it with your gift to REACHOUT TRUST 24 
ORMOND ROAD RICHMOND SURREY TW10 6TH. Do not worry if your circumstances might change in the 
future because you can withdraw this authority at any time by simply writing to us. Many thanks. 

___________________________________ 
Authority to reclaim tax on a gift 

(Please complete in BLOCK LETTERS – Thank you.) 
 
Title and Full Name:__________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:____________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________ Post Code:_________________________ 
 
 ' I wish to make a one-off gift by cheque (enclosed)/my credit card * of £          for Reachout Trust 
which along with any other gifts made by whatever means should be treated as Gift Aid donations on 
which tax can be reclaimed. 
 
' I enclose a gift/wish to make a gift via my credit card * of £          for Reachout Trust which along 
with any future gifts made by whatever means should be treated as Gift Aid donations on which tax 
can be reclaimed. This is the first of a regular monthly/quarterly yearly * gift which I wish to pay by 
cheque/standing order/credit card * 
 
My credit card number is                                                                 expiry date 

By signing this form I declare that I have paid an amount of income tax or capital gains tax equal to 
the sum of 28p for every £1 given.  
 
I further agree to inform you if my tax circumstances change or I wish to withdraw this agreement.  
 
 Signed___________________________________________ Date________________________ 


