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May the Lord enable us to be such
people today communicating truth with
grace and thus being effective in the
ministry.

We would like to bring to your atten-
tion the fact that Reachout Trust is
now a Charitable company. Details
are on the bottom right hand corner
of the front page.

If for any reason of involvement in
the work you have been quoting our
registered charity number would you
please note that this has changed to
1087085.   """"

GRACE
Grace is God’s ability to do what we
cannot do. Most of us naturally are
more ready to show that we are right
than to consider the feelings of the
other people.

Paul again shows us the meaning of this
and that we cannot just have standard
ways of answering questions for every-
one – people are different and will need
different approaches.

“Let your speech always be with grace,
seasoned, as it were, with salt, so that
you may know how you should respond
to each person.” – Colossians 4:6.

There is never a time when our words
should not be gracious. They should
carry the flavouring, purifying and heal-
ing properties of salt. As such, we will
know how to respond to each person.
Those of us that talk with many Chris-
tians and non-Christians alike on con-
tentious issues need to know the reality
of this word within our lives.

These are words not spoken out of reac-
tion or hurt or hastiness but well-chosen
words given by the Holy Spirit to min-
ister to the person’s particular needs.

Another interesting passage that relates
words and grace together is found in
Luke 4. Notice how they spoke of Jesus
in verse 22. Gracious words and this
from the son of a carpenter. They could
receive what Jesus was saying because
it did not affect them directly. He spoke
so well and with such grace.

Note however the reaction 10 minutes
later – verse 28 – why the difference?
The words were just as gracious, the
personality was just the same, the spirit
was just as right. The difference how-
ever, was that now they were personally
involved with the words and so they
reacted with rage and forgot all the nice
things already said. Some will react like
that – no matter how nicely the words
are put, they take them personally.

As we can see, this means that at times
we will still hurt an individual, not be-
cause we want to but because we just
did not know they would react that way.
Some people are super sensitive and will
be hurt whatever happens. Others have
their own pet subjects that they feel so
strong about, they will always defend
them. Nevertheless, we will have done all
we feel we can do to respond to the person
with grace and love.

that is the case of course there is conflict
because I made a wrong or misleading
statement. An apology and correction
should remove the conflict.

Of course, it could be the other way
round and the person criticising is
wrong. Here we need to simply explain
why we believe they are wrong and why
we feel we cannot change what has been
said. Beyond this, we are to build a
bridge to the person to show that we
understand what they are saying but do
not feel we can alter our stance on this
matter.

A third reason could be that two people
are looking at the same issue from a
different viewpoint or placing a different
emphasis on the subject. It is therefore
possible that both could be right. In this
case it helps to see the other person’s
point of view and know whether there is
anything that we must learn from them
and whether your thinking needs to be
tempered in some way. Looking at this,
considering it carefully and responding
accordingly will usually deal with the
conflict.

Finally, I would say that it could just be
a misunderstanding of what was said in
the first place. It is interesting that at
times we can be so tied up defending
ourselves that we have not considered
the criticism carefully enough to see that
the other person is starting from a differ-
ent place. Take time to consider the
criticism carefully and then explain that
they have misunderstood and leave the
door open for them to come back with
further comments once they have under-
stood exactly what we said.

These not foolproof methods will not
mean things will always go smoothly. I
find the Apostle Paul very realistic when
he says in Romans 12:18, “If possible,
as far as it depends on you, be at peace
with all men.” Here he gives two qualifi-
cations “if possible” and “as far as it
depends on you.” The fact is it may just
not be possible but once we have done
all we feel that we can do, we have
fulfilled the Scripture. We do not hold
malice against the person but there is
nothing more we can do from our side to
remove the conflict.

All this means however that it is not just
what we say but the way we say it. Our
attitude in what we say originally, in the
way we respond to questions and con-
tention must be by...

Do elders arrange for regular shepherd-
ing visits on all members of the Christian
congregation? In some cases these visits
may be made before or after meetings at
the Kingdom Hall, or while working
with publishers in field service. In other
cases, it might be helpful to visit publish-
ers (or families) at their homes. In this
way, help is provided according to the
brothers’ needs... Preventive mainte-
nance is far better than finding it neces-
sary to assist with deep-rooted spiritual
problems!

Sadly though it is not to meet the needs
that often the elders see the people but
simply to get them to put in more hours
and keep the numbers up! "

(Continued from page 8)
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– p.181.

“… when the throne of David was first
overturned by Jeremiah, it was re-
planted in Ireland, later overturned a
second time and replanted in Scotland,
overturned a third time and planted in
London. When Christ returns to earth
to sit on that throne, He shall take over
a live, existing throne, not a nonexis-
tent one (Luke 1:32).” – p.102.

“But when that 2520-year withholding
of the birthright had expired, God was
faithful to His unconditional promise
to Abraham! Not because of any
British or American goodness, superi-
ority, or worthiness, but because of
God’s faithfulness to His promise, be-
ginning in 1800 these two birthright
peoples suddenly burst forth as the
greatest world powers in all history!” –
pp.127/128.

We can see here a similarity to the false
prophecies of Jehovah’s Witnesses, us-
ing dates and then finding facts to fit
with the theories propounded. How-
ever, I doubt if Britain and America
were ever the greatest world powers.
Also reminiscent of the second Presi-
dent of the Watchtower Society,
Rutherford, HWA uses amazing facts
such as the first steamboat and the rail-
roads to confirm his prophecies. (See
p.153.)

The PCG’s website clearly shows the
continued erroneous teaching of HWA.
‘The Plain Truth Website’ is helpful in
giving us the background to this group
and why they continue the teaching.

“In 1989, Gerald R. Flurry was fired
from being a minister in the World-
wide Church of God (WCG) for writ-
ing a book that he later called Malachi's
Message and eventually claimed was the
"little book" mentioned in Revelation
10:2-4. So he started the Philadelphia
Church of God (PCG), which now has
about 6,000 people attending its meet-
ings. None of the WCG ministers went
with Gerald Flurry, so he set up other
people as “ministers.” The PCG has a
magazine called the Philadelphia
Trumpet, a television program called

paper Herbert W Armstrong’s (HWA)
The United States and Britain in
Prophecy. However, there is now a note
on their website as follows:

“We regret to inform you that we can
no longer offer The United States and
Britain in Prophecy (expanded, 196-
page version). The Worldwide Church
of God has demanded, and has ob-
tained from the Ninth Circuit Court of
Appeals a ruling, that the Philadelphia
Church of God cannot disseminate
copies of Mystery of the Ages. We be-
lieve the Worldwide Church of God
will adopt the same posture with re-
spect to Mr. Armstrong's other books.”

A look at this book does sum up the
teaching of the PCG as indeed any in-
vestigation of their website
www.pcog.org will show.

Using the monarchy as the background,
the PCG claimed in the advertisement,

“… Herbert W. Armstrong clearly
proves that Britain and her former
colonies are dominions all established
from the biblical twelve tribes of Israel.
This book will prove to you that Queen
Elizabeth has descended from a line of
kings and queens going back 3,000
years to King David.”

This was HWA’s equivalent of all
popes go back to Peter – there is no
proof but we will make the claim.

This book shows beyond doubt the cul-
tic claims of HWA and the sad fact is
that there are groups still propounding
them today. A few examples are listed
below starting with the claim that HWA
often made that he had special revela-
tion.

“One might ask, were not biblical
prophecies closed and sealed? Indeed
they were – until now! And even now
they can be understood only by those
who posses the master key to unlock
them.” p.5

“So, the first week in 1953, God’s mes-
sage started getting into Britain from
Europe – when The World Tomorrow
program began going out on the super-
powered voice of Radio Luxembourg.”

Most Christians are aware of the changes
that have taken place in the Worldwide
Church of God (WCG) and it is a joy to
see those who have come through to a
personal relationship with Christ. How-
ever, we do need to be alert to the fact
that the errors taught by Armstrong are
still alive and well in Britain and are
propagated by groups such as the
Philadelphia Church of God and the
United Church of God.

This article will concentrate on these
sorts of groups but before we do I want
to make clear what has happened to the
WCG in the past few years. Some if not
many of its members have come to a
place of secure relationship in Jesus
Christ. There is no question that their
“Statement of Faith” is evangelical and
Trinitarian and their attitude is no longer
exclusive or over-domineering. As such,
I believe it is right for them to have been
accepted into the Evangelical Alliance.

This situation of course does not mean,
as is probably true of most churches, that
every member is a true born-again Chris-
tian. Indeed the very situation they have
come from may make the transition all
the harder and leave some lingering
questions and doubts. However, as
Christians we must reach out to build
bridges to them and not hide behind the
old brick walls.

This said we will now turn our attention
to see the errors of Armstrongism that
are still being propounded today in other
churches in Britain.

One thing that becomes obvious when
you look into such groups is the number
of splits there has been and then the
further divisions of the original splits. It
is perfectly possible that by the time this
article is read there will have been fur-
ther divisions! However, whatever the
change of name of the group the basic
teachings that stem from Armstrong are
still alive and well and need to be
guarded against.

Philadelphia Church of God
Last year the Philadelphia Church of
God (PCG) with a PO Box address in
Daventry advertised in a national news-

The Armstrong Legacy - 1
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and confirmed by all sorts of circum-
stances. The letter related,

“As many of you know, the living Jesus
Christ guided circumstances so that I
was literally “pushed” to start this
Work. After learning of the increas-
ingly apostate movement in our former
association, I had been praying fer-
vently and fasting twice a month for
God to make it absolutely clear to me
what He wanted me to do. Finally, in
December 1992, Christ did reveal it
very clearly to me. I was told that I was
going to be forcibly retired whether I
wanted to be or not. And it was made
clear that in retirement I was to do
“nothing”—not even visit or anoint the
sick (which I had requested to do) or
write an occasional article.

Brethren, the timing of all this was very
significant. Yet it was out of my con-
trol, for I was certainly not “trying” to
get retired. This assault on my ministry
came exactly 40 years after my ordina-
tion as an Evangelist in December
1952. And strikingly, the official begin-
ning of Global at our first service was
seven years to the month from Mr.
Armstrong’s death in 1986! Most of
you know the significance of those
numbers, so I won’t elaborate further
on that except to say that I am positive
that all of this was done with Christ’s
Divine guidance and blessing.”

However, he confesses that his leader-
ship was not without mistakes,

“You might ask how could they do all
of this? It all goes back to a serious,
though innocent, mistake I made at the
founding of Global. We had to have an
outside attorney draw up the By-Laws
governing the Church so that we could
operate legally, receive tithes and offer-
ings, and so that you brethren would
be able to deduct your contributions
from your taxable income. Those By-
Laws contained the expression that
“the Board” was to make all decisions
regarding hiring, firing and the other
administrative and business affairs of
the corporation. Frankly, brethren, in
the midst of hectic day and night tele-
phone calls from many of you who
came early on, with the need to get new
booklets out, get our radio program
going, etc., I was so busy that I didn’t
realize the danger of the way those
By-Laws were worded. And, besides,
the original Board consisted of the

of Elijah. Yet Christ plainly said, “they
knew him not” (Matt.17:12). And so it
is today.”

This acceptance of HWA as such a
servant of God is brought into perspec-
tive with another revealing quote from
the Plain Truth Website,

“It is questionable how much the
Philadelphia Trumpet magazine could
tell anyone about the future when it
can't even be honest about the past.
The February 2000 issue of the
Philadelphia Trumpet magazine was a
special, expanded (20 extra pages) ten-
year issue that said on the cover, "He
Was RIGHT! Remembering Five
Decades of Accurate Forecasting by
HERBERT W. ARMSTRONG." This
was designed to give readers the impres-
sion that Herbert W. Armstrong
(HWA) was right with all his predic-
tions. They might naturally wonder
why so many people from the World-
wide Church of God would stop listen-
ing to a forecaster who had been right
for fifty years. Surely Gerald Flurry
wouldn't deliberately try to deceive his
readers about HWA's forecasting accu-
racy, would he? Or would he? There
are some articles on the Internet's
World Wide Web written by people
who don't think that HWA was always
totally accurate with his forecasts.”

Anyone wanting to take this aspect fur-
ther will find an example of this con-
cerning the year 1972 at http://mem-
b e r s . t r i p o d . c o m / ~ e j m /
m 2 _ 1 9 y e a r c y c l e . h t m .

“GLOBAL CHURCH OF GOD”
Please note the “ ” in the title above as
this group does not exist as it did origi-
nally but it is a group from which other
groups have come into being.

In 1993 what was to become the Global
Church of God (GCG) split from the
WCG under its then leader, Roderick C
Meredith. In 1998 however, the
church’s board of directors sacked
Meredith because they claim Meredith
had separated himself from them.

The issue in contention was that of
church government, just who ran the
GCG. On 21 November 1998 Meredith
sent an “Emergency Letter” to all the
supporters putting his side of the story.

Meredith felt his calling was specific

The Key of David…”

The Philadelphia Trumpet, July 1995
helps us understand ‘Malachi’s Mes-
sage’. In simplicity, what Flurry says is
that HWA was the end-time Elijah men-
tioned in Malachi 3:1 and 4:5. This he
says refers to one man that will prepare
the way for the return of Christ. In
Malachi 4:6 it talks of a curse that will
come on some as this one executes his
ministry. This is explained in Malachi’s
Message as,

“God is primarily talking about destroy-
ing the inhabitants of His Church who
refuse to build a family around God’s
‘Elijah’ and God’s instructions.” –
p.121.

This statement is important, as we shall
see, in setting the PCG apart from all
other churches. Indeed, they take their
very name from the fact that they believe
that the church referred to in this era of
Malachi’s Ministry is the Philadelphia
Church of Revelation 3.

The article goes on to make clear why
Flurry split from the original church. He
says that Tkach (who took over from
HWA) had assisted HWA for seven
years and had acknowledged then and
even after his death that HWA did fulfil
this end-time Elijah ministry.

In his final sermon to the church towards
the end of 1985, Flurry maintains that
HWA said that Elijah had come and had
brought to light 17 or 18 vital doctrines
for the church and had restored the gov-
ernment of God. Tkach, he says, at first
believed this had happened but then
turned away. Flurry ends his article with
a clear declaration of his position and
that of the PCG.

“Several churches have come out of the
Worldwide Church of God since Mr.
Armstrong’s death in 1986. But as we
have said so many times before, the only
Church which believes Mr. Armstrong
fulfilled the end-time role of Elijah and
that God restored His government
through him is the Philadelphia Church
of God. Can you begin to see why the
subject of government is such a key
issue? It is the point of truth around
which all the other 18 truths revolve!
Why is it so many people today reject
this fundamental teaching of the end-
time Elijah? In the first century, John
the Baptist came in the spirit and power
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over radio and television to the whole
English-speaking world.

The Living Church of God is active in
North and South America, Europe,
Asia, Africa, and Australasia. It has
scores of ordained ministers and over
two hundred congregations. In addition
to broadcasts by Dr. Meredith and fel-
low evangelist Richard Ames in the En-
glish language, the Church sponsors
broadcasts in French with Dibar
Apartian, in Spanish with Mario Her-
nandez, and in the South African
Afrikaans language with Syd Hull.

Church members today view themselves
as the spiritual heirs of the original
Jerusalem Church of New Testament
time.”

However, his views have not changed
from his days at GCG and the World
Ahead magazine. These were summed
up in the publication Your Ultimate Des-
tiny Edition 2.0, February 1996, which
is still being offered on the new website.

The early pages of this booklet state the
fact that man was put on earth to rule
and “to a limited degree (were)… like
God Himself!”

At this point the statement is made that
only overcomers need apply for the posi-
tion of ruling and p.6 seems to give
indication that the way you come to such
a place is by doing things.

We are then introduced to the ultimate
destiny,

“The ultimate reason we are to go
through trials – being tested time and
again to see if we surrender totally to
God who puts within us His mind, His
love, His character – is that God is
reproducing Himself!” – p.7 (emphasis
in original)

What follows on from this is none other
than the Armstrong belief that we were
not born again until the resurrection,

“In this life, we are “begotten” or regen-
erated through conversion and the im-
pregnation of God’s Spirit… The Spirit
of God imparts to us the very nature of
God. As we surrender our wills to God,
yield to His Holy Spirit and drink in of
it through regular Bible study and
prayer, we grow in spiritual maturity
until it is time to be fully “born of God”
at the resurrection from the dead!” –
p.9.

most trusted individuals I knew at that
time—my wife and me and Mr. Davis.”

Others joined the board who did not
have the same vision as Meredith and
hence the impasse was reached.

In this letter it becomes clear that
Meredith sees himself as a ‘special’
leader and as always in this position
signs of a cult raise their head. He brings
out the well-used illustration of Saul,

“Frankly, brethren, throughout the
Bible, whenever you see a man being
used of God—whether by appointment
or through circumstances—to raise up
or lead a phase of God’s Work, that
man is “God’s anointed” in that partic-
ular function and must be respected as
such. Even King Saul of ancient Israel—
unrighteous though he was, even to the
point of attempting to murder David (I
Sam. 19:10)—was respected as God’s
“anointed.” So even when David had
already been anointed by Samuel as the
next King of Israel, he DARED NOT
try to harm or overthrow Saul! When
David had a perfect opportunity to de-
stroy Saul he told his warriors, “The
LORD forbid that I should do this
thing to my master, the LORD’S
anointed, to stretch out my hand
against him, seeing he is the anointed of
the LORD” (I Sam. 24:6).

These men who have made these threat-
ening political moves and comments
toward me seem to have NO FAITH in
the Living Christ to lead His Church
and remove me if that were ever neces-
sary. Rather, they have decided to use
human, carnal political means to get
their way and to thwart the one Christ
guided to raise up and lead the Global
Church of God.”

However, Meredith will not lie down
and makes it clear that he is determined
to continue with the work in whatever
form it must take.

“I could go on with many more details,
dear brethren, but I think you get the
picture. Therefore, until these disloyal
and deceived men back down, or leave,
I am asking all of you faithful brethren
to send all of your tithes and offerings
in care of me to Post Office Box
501304, San Diego, CA 92150-1304.
Just put my name “Roderick C. Mered-
ith,” on the check and then it will be
used for the powerful preaching of the
Kingdom of God and to maintain our

local congregations and video groups.
We have already started to incorporate
and will see to it as soon as possible that
your donations can be deducted from
your taxable income as usual.

Remember, brethren, Mr. Herbert
Armstrong did the same thing when
the “receiver” took over the Church’s
Pasadena headquarters in 1979. And at
that time all the loyal brethren re-
sponded enthusiastically and the Work
was able to continue. So I ask you in
the name of Jesus Christ to do the same
thing now! This new (hopefully tempo-
rary) mailing address will be placed as a
postscript at the bottom of this letter.”

After these events the GCG entered into
proceedings similar to bankruptcy and
so ended its ability to operate as an
organisation. Larry Salyer and other
members of the board then formed a
new church called “Church of God, a
Christian Fellowship.” The web site of
this newly formed group is at
www.cgcf.org.

Despite being able to document these
splits, there might still be some confu-
sion because although the name was
changed in America, the British
Branch, being a separate company, did
not change its name and they still oper-
ate under the title of the Global Church
of God. They still have a PO Box in
Derby and a website at http://
www.globalcog.fsnet.co.uk. There is
no mention of the original magazine
The World Ahead, which seems to have
disappeared from the net altogether, but
you can download a magazine entitled
Global Watch.

But what of Meredith? Today he goes
under the title of the Living Church
with a web site at http://
www.livincog.org.

Here we read,

“The Living Church of God is a new
organization with an old history. Its
leader, Dr. Roderick C. Meredith, was
one of the original evangelists ordained
by the late Herbert W. Armstrong in
December 1952. For almost half a cen-
tury Dr. Meredith has powerfully pro-
claimed the truth of God to millions
through his hundreds of articles and
booklets. He has conducted personal
evangelistic campaigns throughout the
United States, Canada and the British
Isles. Additionally, he has broadcast
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death’ and if sin is found within us then
there is judgement. We must know the
forgiveness of sin and the justification of
Christ before we go into the grave.

to be continued

It should be noted here that in this 28-
paged booklet there is only one fleeting
reference to repentance – with no clear
explanation as to what it means – and no
reference at all to justification but sim-
ply giving ourselves in total surrender,
deeply studying the Bible, heartfelt
prayers and occasional fasting (see
p.13.)

Whereas we are told clearly God the
Father will never grow old and will al-
ways be the head of the family and that
Jesus Christ will be greater than us in
power and authority, we then read,

“…yet the Bible clearly indicates that
the Spirit-sons of God will share the
same level of glory and majesty as their
Elder Brother, Jesus Christ.” – p.14.

What are we going to do as such beings?
Inherit “the entire universe!” Evidently
man plans to put all things in subjection
to man. This understanding is arrived at
because Hebrews 2 tells us that man will
be made superior to angels. We will,

“… help rule the entire universe under
the direction of our Elder Brother and
High priest, Jesus Christ!” – p.17.

Giving us a little more detail of what the
GCG teaches we will be like, we read,

“In the resurrection… we will be like
Christ was after His resurrection. We
will be able to simply pass through

walls… disappear into thin air… (we)
will also be able to appear in human
from, visit with, eat with and teach
human beings during Christ’s millen-
nial reign on earth.” - p.21.

This leads to an amazing statement con-
cerning Micah 4:5 which speaks of the
people of the time all walking in the
FALSE ways of their own gods as com-
pared with those who walk in the one
true way.

“Possibly, Micah is describing the rela-
tionship of the people in various cities
or provinces to their particular Ruler
or Judge – a “born-again” member of
the God Family….” – p.22.

How can one of these supposedly born
again brothers of Christ lead people
into the worship of false gods?

The prospect this group puts before an
individual may be tempting but
nowhere in God’s Word do we find
such a situation exists. It is merely a
figment of the imagination built on a
few isolated texts taken out of context.
What is even more tragic is that there is
no way of getting there as all we are
doing in this life is working towards
being born again. Tragically, at that
point, it will be too late, as we need to
know the justification of Christ in our
lives now, not wait until the resurrec-
tion. Once we die, we are ‘examined by

HALLOWEENHALLOWEENHALLOWEENHALLOWEEN
31 October is fast approaching
again and we need to be ready to
give a clear witness to the poten-
tial dangers of centring on things
that are evil.
More, we need to be ready to give
a reasoned defence as to why we
believe that Jesus Christ is the
‘Light’ of the whole world.
Some practical notes on what to
say and do regarding Halloween are
available from Head Office at 75p
including postage.
We also produce the following
tracts and these are available for
distribution in bulk at special dis-
count prices.

DON’T BE TRICKED
was written for mid-
teenagers to  adults.
It can be used to
explain to people why
we are not involved in
Halloween and at the
same time give a posi-
tive message.

KNOCK KNOCK
was designed es-
pecially to be given
to younger chil-
dren as a way to
explain to them
why Halloween was
not just a ‘bit of
fun’.

Costs for Britain
1- 10 copies 15p each + 50% p&p

11-49: 15p each + 30%p&p
50-99: 13p + 25% p&p

100-199: 10p each + 20% p&p
200+ 8p each + 15% p&p

Outside Britain
Price per item as above but:

1-49: postage add 50%
50+ postage add 30%

Post, fax or email your order to the
Richmond Office in plenty of time to
allow for delivery before the date
required.

Payment with order by cheque or
credit card (75p charge for card
transaction).
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ples embodied in the League of Na-
tions... Truly this is idealistic, and ap-
proximates in a small way that which
God has foretold that he will bring about
after this great time of trouble. - The
Watchtower, 15 February 1919, p. 51.

3. Zionism

Proclaimers, page 141 emphasises the
Society’s neutrality on Zionism and all
other political matters, in response to
enquiries. However, since this has not
always been the case, is this really the
whole story? The Finished Mystery, on
pages 536 and 555 is openly Zionist.

4. Romans 13

The doctrinal change on Romans 13 is
given as an example of “the light get-
ting brighter” (Proclaimers pp.146-7).
However, this is actually a return to a
previously held view (see pp.190 &
264).

5. Jesus’ Return

The doctrine that Jesus returned invisi-
bly in 1874 is discussed in Proclaimers,
pp.47 & 133. The uninformed reader
would be left with the impression that
this was a very short-lived doctrine. In
fact, this doctrine was still very much in
force after 1914 (see The Finished Mys-
tery, pp. 68-71) and was not totally
removed until the early 1940’s.

6. God’s Followers

Much is made of the fact that Jehovah’s
Witnesses, in the Rutherford era, con-
sidered themselves to be God’s follow-
ers, not Rutherford’s followers (see
Proclaimers, p.220).

It seems this did not apply to the Rus-
sell era:

Pastor Russell’s followers persecuted
because they tell the people the truth -
Proclaimers, p. 69.

All Bible students, followers of Pastor
Russell… - The Finished Mystery,
p.126.

7. Cross and Crown

No explanation or mention is made of

REVISIONIST HISTORY
This article will give examples of what
appear to be revisionist history in Watch-
tower publications. If true then this is a
clear case of the facts being changed to
protect the guilty.

1. Faithful and Discreet Slave

The Watchtower Bible and Tract Society
book written to give a clear picture of the
history of the organisation, Jehovah’s
Witnesses – Proclaimers of God’s King-
dom (Proclaimers) appears to blame Mrs
Russell for promoting the view that Pas-
tor Russell was the Faithful and Discreet
Slave (see pages 142-3, 626, 645).

However, Russell is promoted as such in
the Watchtower publication The Fin-
ished Mystery, pages 5 and 418. In addi-
tion, the 1924 edition of The Divine Plan
of the Ages contains a biography of Pas-
tor Russell, which states,

Thousands of the readers of Pastor Rus-
sell's writings believe that he filled the
office of 'that faithful and wise servant'
... His modesty and humility precluded
him from openly claiming this title, but
he admitted as much in private conversa-
tion - p.7.

Is the criticism of Mrs Russell really
fair? More importantly, if Pastor Russell
died in 1916 believing himself to be the
Faithful and Discreet Slave and accepted
as such by the Watchtower Society, how
could this be changed? If doctrinal
change must come through the FDS, then
(1) Pastor Russell needed to resign as
FDS from beyond the grave (spiritism),
or (2) present-day Jehovah’s Witnesses
must point to Rutherford as their modern
day founder rather than Russell, or (3)
the real Jehovah’s Witnesses are those
who remained loyal to Russell’s teach-
ings, who are portrayed in the Pro-
claimers book as traitors and rebels.

2. League of Nations

Proclaimers, page 708 slams the
churches for their attitude to the League
of Nations, forgetting what it once said:

We cannot but admire the high princi-

WATCH THE OWER

the fact that the ‘Cross and Crown’
symbol on p.200 of Proclaimers is not
used by any of Christendom’s religions
(as is implied), but is in fact a symbol
used by a group of Freemasons. Was
Russell actually a Freemason?

8. The Finished Mystery

The Finished Mystery is held up as
something of a classic in Proclaimers.
Revelation – Its Grand Climax at
Hand, describes it as

a powerful commentary on Revelation
and Ezekiel - p.165.

In fact, much of what it teaches is just
plain silly (such as Job 41 and Nahum
2:3-6 are prophecies of the steam loco-
motive – pages 84-6, 93). It is hard if
not impossible to find a page, which is
free from teachings which present-day
Jehovah’s Witnesses would find laugh-
ably nonsensical.

How can this kind of writing be put
forward as the literary product of God’s
sole ‘Channel of Communication’ on
earth today?

9. The Pyramid

Proclaimers, p.201 makes very brief
reference to Russell’s interest in the
Great Pyramid of Egypt. No mention is
made of the fact that this played a sig-
nificant part in the Society’s writings at
that time, occupying a 63-page chapter
in Thy Kingdom Come.

No mention is made of the way he used
it to prophecy future events on the ab-
surd basis of one inch corresponding to
one year. Nor is mention made of the
inexplicable way the pyramid grew
somewhat between editions (See Thy
Kingdom Come p.342 in the 1903 and
1923 editions), despite claims of using
a civil engineer to obtain very accurate
measurements (p.338).

10. Abandoned Teachings

No mention is made in the Proclaimers
book of other embarrassing teachings
now abandoned:

God lives on one of the stars of the
Pleiades constellation (See Reconcilia-

2001/3
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out of context. Philippians 4:13 speaks
of Christ not Jehovah and the organisa-
tion. Again with 1 Corinthians 15:58 it is
abounding in the work of the Lord, not
the organisation. As for 2 Peter 3:17 the
‘error of unprincipled men’ surely de-
scribes some of the actions taken by the
leaders of the Society. Finally 1 Peter
5:8 and 9 refers to all Christians, not just
to members of the Watchtower.

As drawn to our attention at last year’s
“Doers of God’s Word” District Con-
ventions, we must beware of rumours
and gossip. Let us not be “quickly
shaken from our faith” by unfounded
and distorted media reports, statements
of apostates, and opinions of outsiders
seeking to sensationalize certain activi-
ties of Jehovah’s people. (2 Thess. 2:2.)
Rather, let us keep on doing God’s will
in harmony with our unreserved dedica-
tion to Jehovah.

First, 2 Thessalonians 2:2 refers to some
being shaken by those who say that the
day of the Lord has come - I wonder who
that is? Second, as Paul’s previous letter
to the Thessalonians pointed out (see 1
Thess.5:21), we are to examine every-
thing carefully and hold fast to the truth
and only reject that which is not true.
Once again, the Watchtower Society is
saying - only believe what we tell you
and ignore everything else. Independent
thinking is still of the Devil in the organ-
isation!

 To the fore must be our preaching and
teaching activity. We cannot let up on
this commission simply because we face
the mounting problems of not-at-homes,
apathy in this largely secular environ-
ment, and lack of response from the
majority of householders. If

WATCH THE TOWER

we ‘appreciate sacred things’ then
surely, however busy our schedule may
be, we can find time each month to
share our faith with others. During the
2000 service year, 18,929 were irregular
in field service. This led to 5,076 becom-
ing inactive.

There is only one answer to every prob-
lem in the Watchtower Society - do more
door-to-door work. How different to the
Scriptural answer of first finding rest in
Christ and then doing His will rather
than our own.

(Continued on page 2)

ful they have been for the relief mea-
sures mounted by Jehovah’s or-
ganization to care for their physical and
spiritual needs.

Of course, the opposition from Chris-
tendom’s leaders is to the false gospel
that the Watchtower spreads. Note
though how the Society along with
other such groups turn the work of
Christian opposition against the error to
be Satan’s work against the truth. This
is why we need to be as wise as serpents
in our work so that the ‘opposition’ is
brought with such love and grace that it
will be hard for them to consider it as
from ‘the devil’.

Notice too the emphasis on the good
that the Society is doing without any
mention of the vast work ‘Christendom’
is doing in the same areas. This devel-
ops the attitude - we are doing it - you
are not. However, this conclusion only
comes because of the lack of informa-
tion that is fed into the Witness.

Most countries in the Western World
have not been affected in these ways.
However, it saddens us to realize that
some have been side-tracked by the
world’s materialism and the lowering
of moral standards. Others have grown
weary of well-doing. As a result, a num-
ber have fallen into inactivity so that,
whilst a healthy number are baptized
each year, yet as many, if not more,
become inactive. Although having
‘tasted that Jehovah is good’, they allow
themselves to be sucked back into Sa-
tan’s world and lose their precious rela-
tionship with Jehovah.

No mention of course of those who
leave the Society but continue to love
Jehovah and for the first time have a
true relationship with the Father
through Jesus and not the false one
through the organisation.

What can be done to address this situa-
tion? First of all we must realize that it
is only by staying loyal to Jehovah and
his organization that we are able to
cope. (Phil. 4:13) The Devil uses many
crafty devices to make us shift or fall
from our steadfastness. (1 Cor. 15:58; 2
Pet. 3:17) More than ever before, we
must face this fact and fortify ourselves
to take a stand against him, solid in the
faith, along with our international
brotherhood.—l Pet. 5:8,9.

Notice the total misuse of Scriptures

tion, 1928, p.14)

Bans on vaccinations (See Golden Age,
4 February 1931, p.293) and organ
transplants (See The Watchtower, 15
November 1967, pp.702-4).

Restrictions on sexual activity within
marriage (See The Watchtower, 1 De-
cember 1972, pp.734-6).

Many Jehovah’s Witnesses seem com-
pletely unaware of these things, and
might be highly disillusioned to find this
information had been withheld from
them.

The Kingdom Ministry, February 2001
(the internal magazine of the Watch-
tower Society) had an interesting article
under the title Facing Challenges in
2001. We reproduce a little of it here -
with added comment - because reading
between the lines we can see what is
happening to many in the organisation.
We can also see how the Witness on
your doorstep has had “mind control”
applied so that they are ready to simply
dismiss many of the arguments and reac-
tions of Christians today.

What a joy to receive the 2001 Year-
book and the January 1, 2001 issue of
The Watchtower and to read the world-
wide report for the 2000 service year.
Even though the “scene of the world is
changing” bringing increased challenges
to our brothers and sisters, yet the ma-
jority continue to “put up a hard fight
for the faith.”—l Cor. 7:31; Jude 3.

The majority are putting up a hard fight
but quite a large minority have voted
with their feet, not around the doors but
out of the organisation.

As the “end of all things” draws nearer,
the Devil’s anger against God’s people
will increase. He knows that “he has a
short period of time” left to make good
his challenges as to God’s sovereignty
and the integrity of Jehovah’s servants.
(1 Pet. 4:7; Rev. 12:12, 17) Apart from
opposition expressed by some of Chris-
tendom’s religious leaders to the preach-
ing of the kingdom good news, some
countries have reported extensive politi-
cal pressure to curtail or even ban our
preaching work. Not only have our
brothers had to resist these challenges
but thousands have had to endure natu-
ral disasters, ethnic violence, and the
shortage of life’s necessities. How grate-



 Autumn 2001                                                                                        Page 9 - Reachout Quarterly

about me” John 5:39 c.f. Luke 24:26-
27. Christians begin with many wit-
nesses Hebrews 12:1 so a ‘second’ one
is redundant.

STICKS AND SHEEPSTICKS AND SHEEPSTICKS AND SHEEPSTICKS AND SHEEP
Ezekiel 37:15-19, the Christian might
reason, is clearly explained by God
himself in vv. 18-22. The two sticks are
two kingdoms which will become one
again under one king, just as the two
sticks are joined in the prophet's hands
in v 17. Numbers 17:1 clearly shows
that the sticks represented authority or
headship, as a sceptre might for a king.
The Lord is saying that where there
were two kingdoms under two heads
there would be one kingdom under one
head.
John 10:14-16 speaks of those outside
Judaism, the Gentiles, and prefigures
the worldwide church. ‘This fold’ is the
lost sheep of Israel to whom Jesus was
sent Matthew 15:24 (Matt.10: 6), but
after his resurrection he sent his disci-
ples “to all nations, beginning at
Jerusalem” fulfilling the Lord's words
in Isaiah 56,
“And foreigners who bind themselves
to the Lord to serve him…these I will
bring to my holy mountain and give
them joy in my house of prayer…The
Sovereign Lord declares - he who gath-
ers the exiles of Israel: ‘I will gather still
others to them besides those already
gathered'"(vv.6-8).

The New Testament outworking of this
promise is found in Acts 10&11 where
God tells Peter, “Do not call anything
impure that God has made clean” ch.10:
15 and where, in Cornelius' house, Peter
sees that “God has granted even the Gen-
tiles repentance unto life” ch.11:18.

THE HOLY GHOST: A WITNESSTHE HOLY GHOST: A WITNESSTHE HOLY GHOST: A WITNESSTHE HOLY GHOST: A WITNESS
OF THE TRUTHOF THE TRUTHOF THE TRUTHOF THE TRUTH

Having been introduced to the Book of
Mormon the investigator is challenged
to pray about it. John 14:26;16:13 & 1
Corinthians 2:9-14 speak of the Spirit
“guiding us into all truth,” and tell us
that “no-one knows the thoughts of God
except the Spirit of God.” Quoting
these the Mormon will try to establish a
pattern for revealing truth i.e., “God has

might use the analogy of a door which, if
hung on one hinge would be unsafe, but
hung on two hinges the door becomes more
stable. Like a second hinge a second witness
firmly establishes the truth.
Ezekiel 37:15-19 is said to prove that
the Bible speaks of the Book of Mor-
mon. The two sticks in this passage are
written upon and, therefore, are seen as
records. Mormons understand this to
mean the Bible and the Book of Mor-
mon. This is linked to a Book of Mor-
mon text, 2 Nephi 3:11-12 (BOM)
which ‘prophesies’ the coming of Joseph
Smith who will “bring forth my word unto
the seeds of thy loins…and that which
shall be written by the fruit of thy loins
(BOM) and also that which shall be writ-
ten by the fruit of the loins of Judah
(Bible) shall grow together…”
In John 10:14-16 Jesus speaks of
“other sheep that are not of this pen. I
must bring them also.” Mormons rea-
son that the Book of Mormon is a
record of these other sheep and show
that Jesus visited them (in America)
after his resurrection 3 Nephi 15:16-24
(BOM). This is reasonable, they argue,
because “the Lord brings forth his word
to all the children of men” 2 Nephi
29:6-9 (BOM).

IF YOUR BROTHER SINSIF YOUR BROTHER SINSIF YOUR BROTHER SINSIF YOUR BROTHER SINS
AGAINST YOUAGAINST YOUAGAINST YOUAGAINST YOU

The Christian might reason that in 2
Corinthians 13:1 Paul is quoting
Deuteronomy 19:15 which deals with
crimes and offences. It declares “One
witness is not enough to convict a
man…A matter must be established by
the testimony of two or three witnesses”
(See also 17:6 and Matt.18: 16). The
intention of Paul's letter, as well as his
imminent visit, was to settle disputes in
the Corinthian Church. Paul is laying
down the same criteria for settling these
‘matters.’ If “two or three witnesses”
were needed to establish the truth of the
gospel we have the testimonies of apos-
tles, gospel writers, the Old and New
Testaments, which themselves com-
prise sixty six books by dozens of writ-
ers of whose work Jesus declared,
“These are the scriptures that testify

ADDITIONAL SCRIPTUREADDITIONAL SCRIPTUREADDITIONAL SCRIPTUREADDITIONAL SCRIPTURE
In this issue we will finish looking at
discussion 1 of the missionary discus-
sions and move on to discussion 2. The
scriptures and texts we quote are a selec-
tion of the key texts that might be used in
a discussion. We finished last time with
a look at the ‘First Vision,’ in which
Mormons claim Joseph Smith was com-
missioned to restore the gospel by God
the Father and Jesus Christ his Son. We
saw how Mormons believe that God
chooses special witnesses, prophets,
who teach people directly and by writing
sacred books called scripture. Here the
Mormon will show that Joseph “brought
forth additional scriptures” in the form
of “The Book of Mormon: Another Tes-
tament of Jesus Christ.”
The Book of Mormon is written in King
James English, very much in the style of the
Old Testament. Indeed much of it is lifted
wholesale from the Bible. There is much that
can be said about the Book of Mormon and
more information is available from Reachout.
Here we will look at it in the context of the
missionary discussions and the claims mis-
sionaries will make for it.

THE BOOK OF MORMONTHE BOOK OF MORMONTHE BOOK OF MORMONTHE BOOK OF MORMON
The Book of Mormon, we are told,
“contains the writings of ancient
prophets.” It tells the story of Lehi and
his family who leave Jerusalem around
600B.C. and end up in America. There
they establish a great civilisation with,
inevitably, many prophets. The Book of
Mormon is claimed to be a collection of
the writings of these prophets and is named
after one of them. We are told that “These
prophets knew about the plan of salvation
and the mission of the Saviour,” that Jesus
appeared to these people after his resurrec-
tion, taught them his gospel, and formed
his church among them.
The Mormon will reason that the Book of
Mormon is a companion volume to the Bible
for “the convincing of the Jew and the Gentile
that Jesus is the Christ” (BOM, Title Page).
They will argue that “Every matter must be
established in the mouth of two or three wit-
nesses” 2 Corinthians 13:1. One witness is
the Bible, the other the Book of Mormon,
“Another Testament of Jesus Christ.” They
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DEATH (RESURRECTION)DEATH (RESURRECTION)DEATH (RESURRECTION)DEATH (RESURRECTION)
The Mormon will reason from Ecclesi-
astes 12:7 that “Although our spirits
continue to live, our physical bodies die.
We cannot overcome this first obstacle
of physical death by ourselves.” From
Alma 11:42-45 (BOM) they will show
that “The spirit and the body shall be
reunited again in its perfect form…
Now, this restoration shall come to all
[and] every thing shall be restored to its
perfect frame, as it is now, or in the
body, and shall be brought and arraigned
before the bar of Christ the Son, and
God the Father, and the Holy Spirit,
which is one Eternal God, to be judged
according to their works.” They will link
this with 1 Corinthians 15:20-22 “As in
Adam all die, so in Christ all will be
made alive,” and Philippians 3:20-21
“Jesus Christ… will transform our lowly
bodies so that they will be like his glori-
ous body.” This Mormons call
‘Salvation from Physical Death’ and
teach that “Resurrection is a free gift to
each of us, regardless of whether we
have done good or evil in this life.”

SALVATION FROM SINSALVATION FROM SINSALVATION FROM SINSALVATION FROM SIN
(EXALTATION)(EXALTATION)(EXALTATION)(EXALTATION)

The Mormon will reason from John
3:16-17 & 1 John 1:7 that “God sent his
Beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to overcome
the obstacle of sin,” and “The blood of
Jesus Christ…purifies us from all sin.”
In the Mormon scheme “We are forgiven
when we accept Christ, repent, and fol-
low his commands. In this way, we are
cleansed of our sins. We can become
worthy to return to the presence of
God.” Romans 3:23, “All have sinned
and fall short of the glory of God,” the
Mormon will reason refers to a short-
fall. Jesus pays the penalty for our sins
but “Jesus did not eliminate our personal
responsibility. We must take certain
steps to show that we accept him and
that we will follow his commandments.”
These steps are called ‘the first princi-
ples and ordinances of the gospel.’
These first steps are, Faith; Repentance;
Baptism; (receiving) The Gift of the
Holy Ghost; Obedience to “the laws and
ordinances of the gospel.”
This joint effort by Jesus and the sinner
is sometimes illustrated with the
metaphor of sin putting us in a pit, the
atonement of Christ having the effect of
lowering a ladder into the pit, with our
obedience to God representing our taking
the steps to climb the ladder out of the pit.

those in the Bible in reality no such
comparison is made. Isaiah 8:20, how-
ever, sends believers “to the law and to
the testimony! If they do not speak
according to this word, they have no
light of dawn.” In Acts 17:11 the Bere-
ans “received the message with great
eagerness and examined the Scriptures
every day to see if what Paul said was
true.” We have already examined the
Scriptures and shown that so-called
biblical references to the Book of Mor-
mon being a companion volume to the
Bible are no such thing. We have also
seen that the ‘other sheep’ are the Gen-
tiles and not the people of the Book of
Mormon. Isn't it presumptuous to pray
about claims that God's word has shown
us are unfounded? Finally, the Spirit
will lead us into all truth by testifying
about Jesus John 15:26. Why, then, are
we praying about Joseph Smith and the
Book of Mormon and not Jesus and the
Bible?
Discussion 2: The Gospel of Jesus Christ
- LDS teaching on Faith; Repentance;
Baptism; The Gift of the Holy Ghost;
Obedience (commitment,  set a date for
baptism)

SALVATIONSALVATIONSALVATIONSALVATION
The whole purpose of the Mormon plan
of salvation leads directly from the idea
that God has a physical body and that
we are literally his children. The goal is
to become like God. “Two major obsta-
cles stand in the way of our becoming
like our Heavenly Father.” The first of
these is that our bodies are imperfect
and mortal, as opposed to our Father's
body, which is perfect and immortal.
Because of this we will die. “Sin is the
second obstacle to our becoming more
like our Father in Heaven.” According
to the plan of salvation, each of us
leaves the presence of God to come to
earth. Here we learn to distinguish be-
tween good and evil and, hopefully,
choose the good. During this learning
process we do some things that are
against the will of God, and this is sin.
“During our life here on earth, all of us
commit sin. Sin leads to unhappiness in
this life. But more important, sin makes us
unclean spiritually. No unclean thing can
dwell with God” 1 Nephi 10:21 (BOM).
Mormons call this separation from God
spiritual death. “As with physical death,
we cannot overcome this obstacle by our-
selves.”

SALVATION FROM PHYSICALSALVATION FROM PHYSICALSALVATION FROM PHYSICALSALVATION FROM PHYSICAL

promised that the Holy Ghost (Spirit)
will let you know that the Book of
Mormon is true.”
The Mormon will reason that since the
Holy Spirit teaches truth he will testify to
the truthfulness of their message. “The
Holy Ghost will help you know that
Joseph Smith was called by God to be a
witness of Christ. Once you know these
things, you can know that the other things
we have been discussing are true.” This
thought is crucial in the teaching process
i.e., if the Book of Mormon is true and
Joseph Smith was a prophet then every-
thing that follows must also be true - no
matter how strange or unbiblical it seems.
This is the bedrock of the Mormon testi-
mony.
Moroni 10:3-5 (BOM) is known as
Moroni's promise and “explains how
you can know through the Holy Ghost
that the Book of Mormon is true” by
reading it, thinking about it, and pray-
ing about it. The investigator is encour-
aged to compare “the truths in the book
of Mormon with those in the Bible,”
and promised that “through the power
of the Holy Ghost, your Father in
Heaven will help you know that this
message is true.” Restoration texts
might be shared such as Doctrine and
Covenants (D&C) 6:23 “Did I not
speak peace to your mind?” D&C 8:1-3
“I will tell you in your mind and in your
heart, by the Holy Ghost” and D&C
9:8-9 “If it is right I will cause that your
bosom will burn within you; therefore
you shall feel that it is right.”
Here the Mormon will bear testimony,
sharing his own feelings about the mes-
sage and his own experience of the
promise. And although “the truths of the
Book of Mormon” are said to be com-
pared with those of the Bible the very fact
that they are presented as ‘truths’ implies
that no critical comparison is necessary.
There is no free discussion and the mis-
sionaries have to ask the questions given
them and discuss them in the way pre-
scribed by the Mormon Church. The in-
vestigator will be encouraged to expect
confirmation to come from the Spirit in a
preternatural way, i.e. by feelings, and
there is an invitation to “pray and ask our
Heavenly Father whether the Book of
Mormon is true and whether Joseph Smith
was a prophet of God.” If it feels right
then it must be true.
The Christian might reason that,
while the Mormon speaks of comparing
the truths in the Book of Mormon with
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works, so that no-one can boast.” Eph-
esians 2:4-9 Note that it is God who made
us alive; God who raised us up and seated
us with Christ; God who saves us, not
because we have proved worthy, but as a
gift.
In verse 10 we see that, as a result of
God’s grace, now “we are God’s work-
manship, created in Christ Jesus to do
good works, which God prepared in
advance for us to do”. This is where
works fits in, i.e. the Bible teaches the
essential place of works in God’s plan
of salvation James 2:16-17, but it
teaches the obedience of the saved and
not the salvation of the obedient. Part of
that work of obedience is a lifestyle of
repentance and a lifetime of submitting
to God as he completes his work in us
who are his workmanship (the Greek
for workmanship here has the connota-
tion of “a work of art”, i.e. we are
God’s masterpiece, see footnote NIV
Study Bible). Mormons teach that “We
need to begin in earnest the process of
making ourselves more like Jesus
Christ”, but the Bible declares that “we,
who with unveiled faces all reflect the
Lord’s glory, are being transformed
into his likeness with ever increasing
glory, which comes from the Lord, who
is the Spirit”, 2 Corinthians 3:18. It is
not, then, what we do but what God
does in us.
The Mormon covenant with their God
is a bargain in which by keeping certain
laws and promises they merit reward,
e.g. baptism fits them for church mem-
bership. It also marks the entering into
this covenant. The Christian might
reason that God “does not treat us as
our sins deserve or repay us according
to our iniquities” Psalm 103:10. The
new covenant established by Jesus is a
covenant of faith, “You are all sons of
God through faith in Christ   Jesus,   for
all   you  who  were baptised into Christ
have clothed yourselves with Christ”
Galatians 3:26. We  enter  this
covenant by faith “And

TRUTH RESTORED
you also were included in Christ when
you heard the word of truth, the gospel
of your salvation. Having believed you
were marked in him with a seal, the
promised Holy Spirit who is a deposit
guaranteeing our inheritance…” Eph-
esians 1:13-14. “This is the covenant I
will make with the House of Israel after

(Continued on page 14)

of Israel does not lie or change his mind; for
he is not a man, that he should change his
mind” 1 Samuel 15:29. While we are to
become like God ‘made in his image’ we
will never be godlike, i.e. gods ourselves.
God says of Himself  “I am the Lord, and
there is no other; apart from me there is no
God” Isaiah 45:4, and “Before me no god
was formed, nor will there be one after me”
Isaiah 43:10.
The Christian might reason further
that, while all people will be resurrected
1 Corinthians 15:22, resurrection can-
not be called salvation because salva-
tion comes only to those who believe
Ephesians 2:8. All are resurrected but
it is faith which determines whether we
are resurrected to life (salvation) Reve-
lation 20:6 or to condemnation Revela-
tion 20:15.
The Christian might reason that sin is
not simply ‘doing things that are against
the will of God’ but describes our very
nature, our ‘inner parts’ Psalm 51:5-6.
Paul explains that before God saved us
“we were by nature objects of wrath”.
That we gratified “the cravings of our
sinful nature” Ephesians 2:3. While the
Mormon scheme has men and women
striving to fill the credit side of their
lives in order to outweigh the debit,
thus making themselves “worthy,” the
Bible describes us as “dead in trans-
gressions and sins”, i.e. outside of
Christ there is no credit side. We are
sinful by nature and not by inclination
thus “by nature objects of
wrath…without God and without hope
in the world” Ephesians 2.
The Christian might reason that the
solution to this dire problem is not sim-
ply help and strength from God to
“follow Christ’s example”; not a
strengthening of resolve or a redoubling
of effort to “keep our part of the
covenant”, or to stop sinning and start
obeying. God’s solution is described
clearly in Scripture,
“But God, who is rich in mercy, made
us alive with Christ even when we were
dead in transgressions – it is by grace you
have been saved. And God raised us up
with Christ and seated us with him in the
heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, in order
that in the coming ages he might show the
incomparable riches of his grace, ex-
pressed in his kindness to us in Christ
Jesus. For it is by grace you have been
saved, through faith – and this not from
yourselves, it is the gift of God – not by

FIRST PRINCIPLES ANDFIRST PRINCIPLES ANDFIRST PRINCIPLES ANDFIRST PRINCIPLES AND
ORDINANCESORDINANCESORDINANCESORDINANCES

The first principles and ordinances of the
Mormon Church are:
Faith: “Means to firmly believe that
[Christ] is the Son of God and the Saviour
of the world.” Using James 2:16-17 the
Mormon will reason that “Faith without
works is dead,” that “When we have faith
in Christ…we do all that he asks us to do.
We follow the example of his perfect
life…” “All men are commanded to have
perfect faith in Christ or they cannot be
saved” 2 Nephi 9:23 (BOM), thus “by
works is faith made perfect.”
Repentance: Means “We feel sorrow
for our sins and ask God to forgive us.
We do all we can to correct the problems
our action may have caused. If we sin-
cerely repent, we turn away from our
sins and do them no more. We no longer
have any desire to commit the sins.”
Pointing out that repentance is some-
thing we do throughout our lives the
Mormon will reason that “We need to
begin in earnest the process of making
ourselves more like Jesus Christ.”
Baptism: Using John 3:1-8 & Acts 2:38
the Mormon will reason that a) “We must
be baptised to become members of the
Church of Jesus Christ and to enter the
kingdom of heaven,” b) “It represents the
end of our old life and the beginning of a
new life as a disciple of Christ” c)
“Through baptism we enter a covenant
with God. We promise to accept Christ,
become his followers, and keep his com-
mandments to the end. Our Heavenly Fa-
ther promises that our sins will be forgiven
if we keep our part of the covenant.”
The Gift of the Holy Ghost: John 3:1-8
The Mormon will reason that we must be
born of the Spirit. “The Holy Ghost testi-
fies of Christ and helps us recognise truth.
He provides strength and helps us do what
is right. He comforts us during times of
trial.” He is also said to have “a sanctifying,
cleansing effect upon us.” But you can
only “enjoy the constant companionship of
the Holy Ghost as long as you are worthy
of it.”
The terminology is Christian and there is truth
here – but mixed with liberal portions of error.
The Christian might reason that God does
not have a physical body. The Bible clearly
teaches that “God is Spirit” John 4:24. While
Mormons teach that as His children we are
imperfect versions of God, who is an exalted
Man, the Bible teaches “He who is the Glory



 Page 12 - Reachout Quarterly                                                                                       Autumn 2001

AuthorityAuthorityAuthorityAuthority
Every cult has a founder, and founders
have to have a reason for people to
follow them. This is usually some form
of vision or miracle, which gives them a
special calling to serve God and start
something new. “Everyone has gone
astray,” they say, “and I have been
called to set it right.”
The Mormon Church has a particularly
formal and rigid structure of priesthood
authority, and challenge Christians that
they do not have the authority to act in
God’s name. Many Christians have never
thought this through, and are not sure
where they get their authority from.
We will look at priesthood authority in
the Old and New Testaments and the
Church. You may find it useful to open
your Bible at Hebrews chapters 5 to 10.

Hebrews 5-10Hebrews 5-10Hebrews 5-10Hebrews 5-10
The writer to the Hebrews tells us (5:1-
3), that the Old Testament priest was
• To be called of God as was Aaron.
• To represent men in matters related

to God.
• To offer gifts and sacrifices for sins.
• To identify with the weaknesses of

the people so as to deal gently with
those who are ignorant and are going
astray.

Speaking of the office of high priest, we
read, “No-one takes this honour upon
himself; he must be called by God, just
as Aaron was.”(5:4). The next three
words give us the true intent of the
writer, “So Christ also...”. He is compar-
ing the callings of Jesus and Aaron. It is
the High Priesthood of Jesus that is be-
ing compared with the high priesthood
of the Old Testament. The natural ques-
tion is, how does Jesus' priesthood com-
pare with the priesthood of the Old Tes-
tament? In this answer the true biblical
priesthood is understood.
Hebrews goes on to explain how Jesus
compares with the points listed above.
We find all these fully in Christ:
Called of God just as Aaron was:
But God said to him, You are my Son;
today I have become your Father. And
he says in another place, You are a
priest forever, in the order of
Melchizedek. (5:5-6)

He represented men in matters related to

God:
Therefore he is able to save completely
those who come to God through him,
because he always lives to intercede
for them. (7:25)

He offered gifts and sacrifices for sins:
...he offered up prayers and petitions
with loud cries and tears... and he was
heard because of his reverent submis-
sion. Although he was a son he learned
obedience from what he suffered and,
once made perfect, he became the
source of salvation for all who obey
him... (5:7-9)

He identified with the people:
...For we do not have a high priest who
is unable to sympathise with our weak-
nesses, but we have one who has been
tempted in every way, just as we are -
yet was without sin. (4:15)

The Same But DifferentThe Same But DifferentThe Same But DifferentThe Same But Different
The writer goes on to tell us about sig-
nificant differences.  It is these differ-
ences that explain the role of Jesus as
our mediator with God.  To miss this is
to miss the point of the Gospel story.
Hebrews 10:1-3 tells of how inadequate
the law was to bring freedom from guilt
and sin.
Therefore, when Christ came into the
world, he said:
Sacrifice and offering you did not desire,
but a body you prepared for me; with
burnt offerings and sin offerings you were
not pleased. ...Then he said, “Here I am, I
have come to do your will.” (10:5-7)

The sacrifices of the high priests were not
pleasing to God because they were tempo-
ral and temporary. They had to be repeated
as a reminder of sins but were unable to
take away sins (10:1-3). So Jesus as a high
priest called of God offered a sacrifice that
was sufficient. Having offered himself,
“He sets aside the first to establish the
second.” (10:9)
What is the first he sets aside? The
priesthood of Aaron.  It is made redun-
dant at the cross because you see,
Day after day every high priest stands
and performs his religious duties; again
and again he offers the same sacrifices,
which can never take away sins.  But
when this priest had offered for all time
one sacrifice for sins, he      sat down at the
right hand of God...by one sacrifice he has
made perfect for ever those who are
being made holy. (10:11-14)

What is the second for which the first is

set aside?  The priesthood of Jesus who
is, “...a priest forever in the order of
Melchizedek” (5:6). That word
“forever” is very significant.
The nature of the Aaronic priesthood is
temporal. While the whole tribe of
Levites had responsibilities in the taber-
nacle one family was set apart for spe-
cial service, the family of Aaron.  These
were the priests.  And while a whole
family were priests only one man
served as high priest.  There was only
ever one high priest at a time. Sacrifices
had to be offered “again and again” by
high priests who died and had to be
replaced.
The nature of the Melchizedek priesthood
is eternal.  It is named after Melchizedek
for this reason.  Unlike the priests of Is-
rael, Melchizedek has no recorded geneal-
ogy, making him “timeless” and a “type”
of Jesus, and like Melchizedek, Jesus re-
mains a priest forever (7:3). His priest-
hood was not passed on.  See 7:23-25.
The function of priesthood was to inter-
cede for men before God.  Jesus' sacrifice
was once for all time, his priesthood is
eternal, his intercession continuous.

Christian PriesthoodChristian PriesthoodChristian PriesthoodChristian Priesthood
In Exodus 19:6 Israel is called “a kingdom
of priests and a holy nation.”  This idea is
developed in the New Testament in rela-
tion to the church.  1 Peter 2:4-5 speaks of
believers as being “... a royal priesthood
offering a spiritual sacrifice...”  Peter goes
on to say,
You are a chosen people, a royal priest-
hood, a holy nation, a people belonging to
God that you may declare the praises of
him who called you out of darkness into
his wonderful light. (v.9)
The Concise Dictionary of Christian
Tradition points out that the New Testa-
ment uses “priest” only in the plural to
describe Christians, further pointing out
that a Christian is not a priest individu-
ally but only in so far as he is a member
of the people of God.
The whole church is a priesthood... Be-
lievers offer sacrifices of praise to God and
also intercede for human needs. The
church in service of God in the world
offers further spiritual sacrifice of obedi

APOLOGETICS
ence to God's will in the love of the neigh-
bour. (p.305)
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The purpose of these notes is to try to
discover from their own writings
whether Quakers are a cult, a Christian
denomination or what?

BACKGROUND
The official title of this group is The
Religious Society of Friends or just
Friends for short. Quakers is a nickname
that was invented in 1650 by a judge
concerning the followers of George Fox.
Fox was before the judge on a charge of
blasphemy and told the judge that ‘he
should tremble at the word of the Lord.’
We read in Quakers In Brief or Quak-
erism Made Easy written by David M
Murray-Rust in 1995 that,
It began through the agency of George
Fox; and the date which is generally ac-
cepted as the "birth time of Quakerism" is
1652. For some five years, Fox had been
travelling round the country, spreading
his message. He was understood and wel-
comed by some, but he also met with
considerable opposition; he had been im-
prisoned in Derby gaol on a charge of
blasphemy and had suffered considerable
ill-treatment. He had been working very
much on his own and he had certainly not
initiated any sort of religious movement.
Then, in May 1652, he was in Lancashire
and had climbed to the top of Pendle Hill,
near Clitheroe. It was a strange thing to
do, for people did not climb hills for fun
in those days, especially one well-reputed
as an abode for witches; still, Fox had a
habit of doing unaccountable things! The
view from the summit of the far spread
countryside inspired him and shortly af-
terwards he had a vision, or an insight, of
"a great people to be gathered". It was, in
fact, the district where he would meet
groups of interested people, for instance
those known as the "Westmorland Seek-
ers".

Until later in the century when Parliament
would pass the Toleration Act, Quakers
were among those persecuted and it is be-
lieved that several hundred died for their
faith. In 1681 many accepted the kind offer
of William Penn to make a new home in
America and maybe as many as 5,000 left
Britain at this time.

BELIEFS
Before we look at the beliefs of the
majority of Quakers in Britain today we

do need to underline that there may be
small groups that fall outside the doc-
trines listed below.
For instance there is a small group of
Quakers called the New Foundation Fel-
lowship that, according to their web
pages, have 20 active workers in Britain.
Their web site summarises their message
as follows,
The message we carry is about Jesus
Christ. In brief, it can be summed up
as, “Christ has come to teach his people
himself.” There is no difference in our
understanding and experience of Jesus
and Christ. Both refer to Jesus, the
Christ. He taught his disciples in per-
son, as seen in the scriptures, and is
present today to teach us by his
Spirit. Our message is a present day call
into a living experience of this same
Christ--an experience where he teaches
us inwardly what is right and what is
wrong and gives us the strength to do
the right. He promises this experience
in many places in the scriptures. He also
promises to be present where two or
three are gathered in his name. We
believe that we do not need a human
priest, authority, or mediator because
Christ himself is present to lead us in
our worship and in our decision mak-
ing. We have felt wonderful times of
blessing when we get the chance to meet
together and wait upon the Lord. Our
hope is in his continued presence and in
his power to reach the human heart and
to speak to the human condition today.

Another group coming into this category
would be Conservative Friends, which
we are told on their web site, “emerged
through a series of separations in the
Orthodox branch of the Religious Soci-
ety of Friends.” Their statement of faith
would be very acceptable to true Chris-
tians on all the central issues of our
faith.
A third group we would mention here is,
Friends United Meeting. Again much
that you read on their Web Site would
be acceptable but with this group espe-
cially, and may be to a lesser degree the
other two as well, it would be a question
of how they acted and lived out the
beliefs written on paper.
For an understanding of what the major-

ity of Quakers believe in Britain today
however, we quote the following from
the Ditchling Quakers;
We can be called religious liberals. Reli-
gious because we celebrate and affirm
values that embrace and reflect a
greater reality than self. Liberal because
we claim no exclusive revelations or
status for ourselves, and because we
offer respect and toleration to those
who follow different paths of faith.

Quakers follow a basic Christianity
(whilst not necessarily being Chris-
tians), without affirming creeds as in
other churches but places emphasis on
the fundamental belief of the 'light
within' or otherwise described as that
of God in everyone.

We have no conflict with scientific ex-
planations and in the 20th century
Quakers have moved away from evan-
gelicalism to what is sometimes termed
liberal theology.

Whatever our beliefs we all meet in
unity & silence in our Meeting House
in Ditchling.

As can be seen from this statement
there can well be much confusion be-
tween the Quakers and true Christian-
ity. Indeed, how you can reconcile the
statement that they follow basic Chris-
tianity without necessarily being Chris-
tians is beyond me. CHRISTians alone
express true CHRISTianity.
Reading this can also help us to under-
stand that their belief in God and Christ is
not the central one of Scripture.
GOD to them is the ‘force’ the ‘light’
that is in everyone. There is no doctrine
or belief in the personal loving God of
Scripture.
JESUS to most Quakers was a great
person and teacher but they would not
see him as Immanuel, God with us.
They would also see the death of Jesus
as unnecessary because there is no need
of atonement. In addition, many would
not accept the bodily resurrection of Jesus.
The BIBLE, which of course does not
teach the view they have of God and Je-
sus, is not accepted as the infallible word
of God. Indeed many would believe it is
the writings of fallible men and women.
Some would still see the Bible as impor-
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tant but in addition, they would add all
sorts of other inspirational books.
MAN is essentially good and is an ex-
pression of the ‘god’ within. This pro-
duces a belief system that is predomi-
nately ‘man-centred’; and creation-
orientated rather than Christ-centred and
focussing on the Creator.

PRACTICES
David Murray-Rust informs us that
The general structure is well enough
known and it would be tedious to go
into details again, but a look at the
structure is a convenient base for per-
sonal comment and assessment.

1. Local Meetings.
The regular coming together in
"Meeting for Worship" clearly means a
great deal for those who attend, whether
"Members" or not. The meeting for busi-
ness affairs, the "Preparative Meeting" is
probably fairly well supported in most
local Meetings; but personal circum-
stances do very much influence Friends'
interest in attending and opportunity to
do so.

For a considerable number there is little
interest in the affairs of the Society beyond
the local Meeting. Widespread changes in
personal and family life have increasingly
caused this to be so.

2. Monthly Meetings
These remain the central meetings for
business of the Society; particularly
since the abolition of Quarterly Meet-
ings. In such business meetings, it is
quite common for a Minute to be ac-
cepted with which an appreciable num-
ber of those present may not agree. If
such Friends do not feel that the "sense
of the Meeting" has been found, they
will not be able to accept the 'discipline
of the Meeting' (which is the only true
discipline in the Society) and tensions will
arise. The difficulties and tensions are
increased when decisions are made by a
Committee, for in the nature of it a Com-
mittee cannot be attended by all individu-
als.”

As can be seen in a number of new age
practices there can be a danger in sim-
ply being quiet and waiting for the
‘spirit’ to move especially when the
God whose spirit you are waiting for is
not the Biblical one. As such, there is a
danger that a Quaker can open himself
up to a counterfeit spirit.
Further problems can also arise when
there is such a reliance on feelings.

CONCLUSION
Everyone of course is entitled to his or her
own belief and the purpose of these notes

is not to malign but to inform. We set out
to discover whether the Quakers are
Christian or a cult. Our answers from
these notes I believe are as follows:
1. The Quakers are not a cult in the
sense that those joining will not be
subject to mind control techniques or
other harmful activities.
2. However, Quakers, if they say they
are teaching Christian principles can be
misleading as it is not the Christian
faith as shown in Scripture.
3. Those accepting the Quaker belief
must realise that they are accepting the
‘new age’ belief that God is a force and
in everyone, not the personal loving
God of Scripture.
4. Any Quaker who feels that they have
joined because they want assurance of life
after death needs to investigate carefully
and see that there is no hope for that.   "

that time, declares the Lord. I will put
my laws in their minds and write them
on their hearts. I will be their God and
they will be my people” Hebrews 8:10.
With God’s law written on their heart the
Christian might reason that it is God who
fits them for the kingdom and that obedi-

(Continued from page 11) ence does not establish their worthiness to
enter but characterises their citizenship.
Repentance and baptism then becomes an
act of obedience by one already saved.
Works are what characterise the daily
walk of the redeemed.   "

The church is the body of Christ and so
it is only as a body that we are priests.
As a kingdom of priests we are called of
God as was Aaron:
...that you may declare the praises of
him who called you out of darkness into
his wonderful light. (1 Peter 2:9)

We intercede for man before God:
...pray in the Spirit on all occasions with
all kinds of prayers and requests.  With
this in mind, be alert and always keep
on praying for all the saints. (Ephesians
6:18)

We offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable
to God:
You...are...a holy priesthood, offering
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God.
(1 Peter 2:5)

(Continued from page 12) We represent God before man:
Therefore go and make disciples of all
nations, baptising them in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey
everything I have commanded you.
(Matthew 28:19-20)

Built On A Foundation...Built On A Foundation...Built On A Foundation...Built On A Foundation...
Most cults teach that the true church is
an “organisation”. Mormons point to
Paul's letter to the Ephesians and com-
mend a church “built on the foundation
of the apostles and prophets” (2:20)
and “having some to be apostles, some
to be prophets, some to be evange-
lists, and some to be pastors and
teachers..."

However, as we have already seen, the
church is not an institution but a

“spiritual house” built of “living
stones.” We are collectively “a royal
priesthood.” The Ephesians 4 ministries
are not offices but functions in which
individual members of this royal priest-
hood operate for the building of the
church.  We are told that “It was he who
gave some to be apostles...”(v.11)
These then are gifts enabling us to
speak prophetically, preach the gospel,
shepherd and teach the saints. This,
then, is the true priesthood of God, and
it is operational in the Christian church
today in its varied expressions.   "
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Doug Harris will be involved in train-
ing at the following seminars. Others
may have been added since publica-
tion. Please ring Head Office for fur-
ther details. Those marked * may have
a restricted attendance.

If there is not a venue near you but you
feel that your area would benefit from
a seminar, contact Head Office to talk
about organising one.

The following dates have been con-
firmed but there are others awaiting
final agreement.

SEPTEMBER
8 Bicknacre Essex
9 Dagenham
15 West Bromwich
16 Warley
18 Battersea
28-30 ROMSEY  CONVENTION

OCTOBER
5-7 BURNLEY  CONVENTION
9 Bristol
13am Eastbourne
13pm Buckingham
14 Buckingham

NOVEMBER
3 Coventry
4am Coventry
4pm Hounslow
9-11 ANNUAL CONVENTION
17 Wigan
18am Wigan
18pm Preston

Doug’s Diary

In Issue 62 we carried an article about
Harry Potter. Many have read this on the
website too (along with other articles)
and we have distributed many copies at
the meetings we attended. This has
brought a response from concerned peo-
ple and I just want to add a couple of
extra parts.

First I want to bring to your attention
some quotes which were part of an email
received from the American Family
Foundation, which show just how the
Potter books are affecting young people.

It is not without significance that High
Priest Egan of the First Church of Satan
in Salem MA is quoted as saying, "Harry
is an absolute godsend to our cause...
we've had more applicants than we can
handle."

They then provide a number of quotes
from young people, which are quite dis-
turbing.

"(The Harry Potter books are cool) be-
cause they teach you all about Magic and
how you can use it to control people and
get revenge on your enemies."

"I want to learn the Cruciatus Curse to
make my muggle science teacher suffer
for giving me a D."

“I used to believe in what they taught us
at Sunday School but the Harry Potter
books showed me that magic is real,
something I can learn and use right now
and that the Bible is nothing but boring
lies."

We also recived this letter on the same
subject from a church in Kent.

Dear Doug and all at Reachout,

When we saw Doug at the CRE we were
pleased to find the leaflets on Harry
Potter (and Pokemon).  I subsequently
used the Harry Potter leaflet in one of
my ‘ladies’ groups which enlightened ev-
eryone and came at an opportune time.
Our grandson J. (8 yrs) had just had a
first of a week’s reading of the first
Harry Potter book which he didn’t enjoy
at all.  K., our daughter, saw his teacher
and explained why she didn’t want J. to
listen to the story and it was agreed that
he could do some other work for future
lessons.

It transpired that he stayed in the same
room doing other work while the story
time continued.  As you can imagine, K.
and her husband were not pleased with
this rather silly arrangement and so she
wrote a letter to the Headmaster putting
all their views and yet again giving one of
the leaflets.  The Head (and as it turns
out, many teachers in many schools)
know of the books but had not read any
of them, yet allowed them to be read in
school.  (Incidentally he is a Christian!)

He has agreed to talk to the teachers and
take it up with the LEA.  I have enclosed
a copy of K’s letter and the reply because
it must be of encouragement to you to
see your work being used to help our
young ones.

A teacher who comes to our Church
who is at another local Primary School
has also ‘done battle’ and her Head read
the leaflet, to comment “Well we’re not
having those books in this School.”

Because our Church has realised the
dangers of these books, they wanted
leaflets.  I hope I haven’t done wrong by
you, but I have photocopied some to
speed things up.  I have collected 20p for
each one and am enclosing a cheque
(plus a bit more as a donation) to repay
you.  The ripples are getting wider day
by day, so “well done” for your time and
effort producing these leaflets.  Some-
times it seems like putting a finger in a
hole in a dam, but then if God could
part the Red Sea, then we should press
on regardless knowing He is our
strength.

May this be an encouragement to us all,
first to realise that these are issues that
are affecting many people today and they
cannot be ignored.

Second, however, we need to be able to
give a ‘reasoned’ defence on these is-
sues. Not being over dramatic but saying
enough to put up the flag marked
“Danger”.   "

HARRY POTTER EXTRA
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As many will be aware new legislation came into force in April 2000 whereby we can reclaim any tax that
you have paid on the amount of your gifts no matter how small providing you instruct us to treat them as
Gift Aid donations.

All regular donors have received such forms as below but we wondered if this would be an opportunity for
others to consider making a one-off gift or indeed a regular small donation to the work of Reachout Trust.

We need your help right now - if you have never given to Reachout Trust before, would
you consider making at least a sacrificial once-off gift to help this vital work expand?
We especially need £3,000 at the moment to purchase a digital projector to enable our seminar
presentations to be more effective. Of course if you could give regularly we would be
delighted. For those who have given this way recently - a big THANK YOU.
If you are eligible please could we encourage you to complete the form below (you can photostat the page)
by ticking the appropriate boxes, deleting the * inappropriate words and sending it with your gift to
REACHOUT TRUST 24 ORMOND ROAD RICHMOND SURREY TW10 6TH. Do not worry if your
circumstances might change in the future because you can withdraw this authority at any time by simply
writing to us. Many thanks.

____________________________________
Authority to reclaim tax on a gift

(Please complete in BLOCK LETTERS – Thank you.)

Title and Full Name:__________________________________________________________

Address:____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________ Post Code:_________________________

 $$$$ I wish to make a one-off gift by cheque (enclosed)/my credit card * of £          for Reachout Trust
which along with any future gifts made by whatever means should be treated as Gift Aid donations
on which tax can be reclaimed.

$$$$ I enclose a gift/wish to make a gift via my credit card * of £          for Reachout Trust which along
with any future gifts made by whatever means should be treated as Gift Aid donations on which tax
can be reclaimed. This is the first of a regular monthly/quarterly yearly * gift which I wish to pay by
cheque/standing order/credit card *

My credit card number is                                                                 expiry date

By signing this form I declare that I have paid an amount of income tax or capital gains tax equal to
the sum of 28p for every £1 given.

I further agree to inform you if my tax circumstances change or I wish to withdraw this agreement.

 Signed___________________________________________ Date________________________


