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using the following measures:

Doesthe group insist on or even strongly
encourage that a new member cuts them-
selves off from close friends, relatives
and ‘securities’ of the past rather than
encouraging the member to go back and
share with their friends what has hap-
pened?

I's the group obsessed with the need for
secrecy or sharing of misinformation
about what is happening rather than
there being a true openness concerning
all that goes on?

Is someone free to leave the group with-
out pressure either psychologically or
physically?

I's the group continually orientated to the
corporate or is the individual person im-
portant too?

Are the needs of the individual cared for
or are the members ssimply pawns used
for the advertising of the group and rais-
ing of finances?

MENTAL MANIPULATION

Returning to the subject of the legida
tion, the major problem with any such a
bill is the terminology used. Whatever
the proposers of the law may or may not
mean it is what the courts decide it
means that could lead to genuine Chris-
tians being caught up in the net. In the
French bill, initially it was the words
“mental manipulation” which caused the
main concern.

It was envisaged by opponents that such
phraseology would almost certainly
mean that groups such as Jehovah's Wit-
nesses, Mormons, Scientologists and the
Unification Church would be severely
punished but would it go further than
this? Y es, because any group that sought
to change the way a person thinks about
their faith could be accused of thisand it
would depend on how their accusers and
the judges defined ‘manipulation’ as to
whether they were found guilty or not.

It should be made clear that groups such
as the Jehovah's Witnesses and the Mor-
mons do have awrong belief system and
people joining them will never receive
the promised ‘eternal life'. However, |
would not want, in most cases, to accuse
them of “mental manipulation” — this is
just not the way to dea with such
groups.

On this very subject a recent email (1
February 2001) from the Society of Our

Lady of the Most Holy Trinity in Paris
tells us that,

The Catholic Church has expressed its
reservations about French legislation
that would cover the crime of “mental
manipulation” and be aimed at so-
called religious sects. Including this
problem in the penal code as the crime
of “mental control” creates difficulties
for European lawmakers, who differ on
how to define “sects.” Some experts
believe that the word should be re-
placed by “destructive group.”

In fact, the French authorities have lis-
tened to the protests, the text of the
anti-cult law has been amended and the
reference to a new crime of “menta
manipulation” has been eliminated.
However, some feel that thisisahollow
victory because the authorities now pro-
pose to modify an existing part of the
French Criminal Code that deals with
the exploitation of those mentally or
physically weak. They will include the
crime of the exploitation of “a state of
psychological dependence” caused by
“the use of serious and repeated pres-
sure, or of techniques aimed at altering
the capacity of judgement.”

Ms. J. Tavernier, president of France's
largest anti-cult organisation ADFI is
reported as saying that the crime is still
there but it is now simply under another
name.

EXISTING LAW

The email from the Society of Our Lady
of the Most Holy Trinity however also
made a very valid point about existing
law in light of the above.

According to Monsignor Jean Ver-
nette, secretary of the French Church's
pastoral service, responsible for sects
and new beliefs, the current French
laws are sufficient to address the ma-
nipulation of sects.

Thisto meisavery important point and
one which needs to be addressed fully
especially when we consider what
might happen in Britain too. Indeed, we
need to realise that if ever a European
law were passed on this subject, it
would be the law of Britain too.

However, we aready have laws that
deal with crimes against the person and
property that can be brought against
sects and cults that abuse people — why
do we need a specific law that deals
with belief? The outcomes are the

same, it is just the methods that are
different.

Even as | write this article news is
coming in of student nurse Caroline
Green suing the Essex-based Peniel
Pentecostal Church for more than
£160,000 because she claims the sect
brainwashed her and forced her to hand
over earnings. Whether thisis found to
be true or not only the courts will de-
cide but the point | am making is that
there are laws there which can be used
if people feel they have been
‘brainwashed’ or ‘mentally manipu-
lated.” We do not need one that tries to
define the groups concerned. The mo-
ment that happens we will have a law
that can be clearly misapplied to many
groups who are not forcing people to
join them but to whom people willingly

go.

The moment there is legislation that
seeks to define that certain groups are
‘cults’ because of their system of belief
or practice of recruitment alone, we are
going to face these problems. The
groups will continue to exist and people
will still believe and join. Western Eu-
rope only needs to look east to see how
Communism failed to stamp out belief
in God and people still joined outlawed
groups. We must realise that we cannot
legidlate belief out of existence and in-
deed at times if people feel that their
human rights are being affected it can
have the opposite effect.

| believe that if we do not want a worse
situation on our hands we should not
legidate against such groups and belief
systems but rather rely on the laws al-
ready in place. At the same time, we
need to finance and develop ways of
communicating with especially the
most vulnerable groups, such as the
young, the recently bereaved and the
lonely.

The cry needs to go out EDUCATION
not LEGISLATION.
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GENERATIONAL CURSES

by Doug Harris

INTRODUCTION

The more | read about generational
cursesthe more | realise just what awide
ranging subject it is and how different
groups have a different definition for the
words. However, | hope that these notes
will deal with the basic concepts as| see
them. If there are other issues not cov-
ered in these notes, please do contact us
with your questions and queries.

One of thefirst thingswe need to doisto
ask in Biblical terms what does ‘curse’
mean. In the Old Testament there are
three words trandated as curse and in the
New Testament just one. The Interna
tional Standard Bible Encyclopaedia
gives us some helpful information in its
article on curse.

This word as noun and vb. Renders
different Heb words, some of them be-
ing more or less synonymous, differing
only in degree or strength... When a
curse is pronounced... A curse was con-
sidered to posses an inherent power of
carrying itself into effect... In the dra-
matic situation depicted in Dt 11 29; 27
12f)... the curse was the penalty for dis-
obedience, as the blessing was the re-
ward for obedience... The violator of the
law is under a curse. His doom has been
[pronounced. Escape is impossible. But
on the cross Jesus Christ endured the
curse — for “cursed is every one that
hangeth on a tree” (Gal 3 10.13)... Jesus
commands His disciples, “Bless them
that curse you”. — Vol 1, p.767.

Biblically a curse from another person
needs to be pronounced but the receiver
has the chance to regject it and return a
blessing on the person obviously without
effect. Just as a curse can be brought on
yourself by disobedience, you have a
chance to bring a blessing on yourself
with obedience. It seems to me that the
way many use the word ‘curse’ does not
fall into these categories and maybe
curse is the wrong word to use. We will
use it in the rest of the notes, as that is
the way it is often described but we will
see other instances that show that thisis
not correct terminology.

| do believe that it is possible for there to
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be a negative effect on our lives from
past generations, however the form this
effect takes, the extent that we are being
told it happens and the almost total
assumption that everyone must have a
curse, are problems that | hope to ad-
dress in these notes. There is nothing
worse than mistreating or even
‘abusing’ Christians by telling them
they are cursed when they are not. We
are then simply doing the Devil’s work
for him and creating a situation that for
some has been unbearable.

We have a friend who God has led
through cancer and brought her out the
other side with a great testimony of
Him. At a recent meeting, she was told
categorically that the reason she had
cancer was because her late husband
was a freemason and the disease was
the result of that curse. Devastated she
phoned for advice. No account was
taken of the fact that the Lord had
healed or that He had used her in this
situation — the husband was a freema-
son and therefore there must be a curse
— cancer was it. Such advice is more
like divination than Christian coun-
selling.

Martin Yarde who has in the passed
been involved in this type of ministry
commented in a letter to Reachout
Trust,

This teaching can easily put people into
bondage to those who claim to have the
gifting or ‘anointing’ in this area. Like
many similar teachings, it does in effect
deny the sufficiency of the cross and
can undermine a believer’s personal
relationship with Jesus by making him
more dependent on ‘professional’ deliv-
erance ministers. In all this, there is a
distinct lack of emphasis on the
sovereignty of God. The implication is
that unless the problem of generational
curses is dealt with, you may miss out
on God’s blessing in your life. This can
lead to paranoia and endless seeking
after ministry.

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS

I begin by making some general obser-
vations. First that the vast majority of

the teaching concerning ‘Generational
Curses comes from the Old Testament.
We do not want to ignore the Old Tes-
tament and especially the Law on which
so much of the teaching is based but we
are to understand its place. Matthew
5:17 clearly tells us that Jesus did not
come to abolish the Law or the
Prophets but rather to fulfil them. How-
ever, we must read the context to see
that Jesus was talking to the disciples
with Jewish backgrounds that did seek
to keep the Law. Notice verse 20 espe-
cially where He tells them that to enter
the Kingdom of Heaven their righteous-
ness must surpass that of the Scribes
and Pharisees.

Jesus was not telling them to fulfil the
Law themselves, He was saying that it
was impossible for men. He then in the
next verses shows that He has made the
task even harder if we aretrying to do it
ourselves (see verses 21, 27, 38 etc.)
The teaching as you look at the context
isthat today the Law is not outward but
inward. We are not to reject the Law
but to see that the only way to fulfil itis
to know Christ within.

Paul takes up this teaching and espe-
cially in 2 Corinthians 3 shows the clear
difference between the Old Testament
believer and the New Testament be-
liever (see verses 7 and 8). Any verses
that are quoted with regard to
‘Generational Curses,” included in this
teaching of Jesus and Paul in the New
Testament, must be seen in this context.

Another significant general observation
| want to make is concerning Jesus
ministry. More than anyone else Jesus
dealt with demonic cases and yet in all
the records there is not one hint of
‘Generational Curses.” Indeed the one
time that Jesus could have easily
taught about the matter in John 9:1-3,
He made clear that the ‘curse’ had noth-
ing to do with the past.

This leads me to ask the question as to
whether the emphasis that has devel-
oped on ‘Generational Curses in the
last few yearsis area or an imagined
one? Is it the latest fad of which we
have had so many in the past yearsor is
there clear Biblical teaching that shows
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that we are experiencing today an un-
precedented revival in these areas? Ten
years ago you hardly heard about them,
today just about everyone has a curse
according to some Bible teachers.

Martin Yarde also adds the following
observation,

Furthermore you can find no mention
of it in the history of great revivals,
when far higher numbers of people were
saved and Christians seemed to end up
living much more victorious lives than
we do today. Those who minister... are
involved in an activity of which the New
Testament knows nothing.

INVESTIGATION

With this in mind, | want to investigate
two presentations of this doctrine. First
by Ron G Campbell in his book Free
from Freemasonry. Ron is founder of the
American Jeremiah Project and teaches
on spiritual warfare. The fact that this
presentation of curses comes within a
book on Freemasonry is not unusua as
many today are claiming that almost ev-
eryone who has an ancestor who was a
Freemason is cursed.

Secondly, | want to use some notes sent
to me by one of our supporters after John
Lyndon-Cook spoke on Premier Chris-
tian Radio. The person concerned not
only listened carefully to the programme
but also spoke personally on the tele-
phone to John Lyndon-Cook.

RON G. CAMPBELL

So lets begin with the teaching of Ron G
Campbell, which starts on p.155 of his
book under the chapter title
‘Understanding Generation Curses'.

On p.157 we read, when explaining what
isacurse, this seemingly balanced state-
ment,

The word “curse” evokes a variety of
responses in different individuals. To
many people, curses are the use of foul
language or profanity. Others think of
curses as nothing more than the stuff of
fairy tales, with witches casting spells
and hexes and turning handsome
princes into ugly toads. Then there are
some who see a demon behind every
bush. They blame curses for every neg-
ative incident or problem they have ever
encountered. At the other end of the
spectrum are those who are so afraid of
becoming curse conscious (putting

overemphasis on them) that they be-
come curse unconscious. And finally,
there are those who won'’t even con-
sider the possibility. You can almost
hear this person say, “Curses are from
the dark ages; we're so much smarter
today.” Positioned somewhere on the
continuum between these two ex-
tremes—those who blame curses for
anything negative and those who refuse
to believe curses exist—are those who
are at least open to the possibilities of
demons and curses, yet they remain
guarded.

However, a darker scene had already
been set without any qualification what-
soever by the opening paragraph on
p.155.

It is time to consider Masonry’s linger-
ing effects on friends and family mem:-
bers. Have the secret oaths and esoteric
rituals acted out by Masons behind the
closed doors of the Lodge opened other
doors that may not be as easily recog-
nized? That is, have they opened entry
points for curses that now oppress their
loved ones? Yes!

On p.158 Campbell begins to explain
that curses were real in the Old Testa-
ment and then that they were real in the
New Testament and quotes Galatians
3:13 saying that because Christ took the
curse there is no need for any of usto
remain under a curse. Let us therefore
look at these versesin Galatians.

GALATIANS 3

We need to read the context again and
see exactly what Paul is talking about —
are we just talking about any curse or a
generational curse or what? Interest-
ingly these verses are very specific and
as verse 10 tells us have to do with
those who are seeking to live by the
works of the Law. We can even go
further than this because Paul was using
it to show the Galatians that having
begun their life in the liberty of the
Spirit, they were no longer living that
way. By going back to the Old Testa-
ment Law and trying to keep it, they
were calling down a curse on their
lives.

In other words because of what the
individual was doing — not because of
what their ancestors had done they were
calling down a curse. No one could be
justified by the Law, no one could keep
it and so al would be under a curse, but

Christ redeemed (past tense) them from
that curse in that He became the curse
and fulfilled the Law, thus they could
walk in the Spirit and be free to know
the blessing of Abraham. However, if
THEY chose not to live that way THEY
would be calling a curse on themselves.
Very different from a generational
curse.

Am | saying then that there are no
instances in the New Testament where
someone from a previous generation
caused a curse to come on a living
person? Yes that is it exactly. As there
are not too many Scriptures in the New
Testament where the word curse or
cursing appears | have categorised them
below.

Give blessing when cursed by an-
other living being.

Matthew 5:44; Luke 6:28;, Romans
12:14

Concerning Peter
Matthew 26:74; Mark 14:71

Curse put upon you, another living
being or an object

Matthew 15:4; Mark 7:10; Mark 11:21;
Acts 23:12,14; James 3:9,10

Curse of worksof Law
John 7:49; Galatians 3:10

Christ redeems us from curse of
works of Law

Galatians 3:13; Revelation 22:3

Concerning judgement for deeds or
lack of them

Matthew 25:41; Romans 3:14; Hebrews
6:8; 2 Peter 2:14

Cursed because we do not believe or
preach the only true gospel

1 Corinthians 12:3; 1 Corinthians
16:22; Galatians 1:8,9

Separated from Christ

Romans 9:3

Every one of those Scriptures is to do
with a living person either being af-
fected by their own actions as they live
or another living person. Not one is

seen to be cursed from a former mem-
ber of their family.

OLD TESTAMENT

If there is nothing in the New Testa-
ment what are the verses used in the
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Old Testament and how should we react
to them today? On p.159, Campbell be-
gins to quote scriptural references that
aludeto the reality of curses.

Exodus 20:3-6. These are the key verses
quoted, especially verse 5, and so |
would like to make a few comments
about them.

The context here is that people worship
and serve other gods. The result very
importantly is not an automatic curse —
in fact, the word ‘curse’ does not appear
in these verses at all — but that the Lord
is “visiting the iniquity of the fathers on
the third and the fourth generations of
those that hate Me.” (NASB)

Does this say that there is an automatic
curse on future generations because one
member of the family was a Freemason?
No! What does it say then? Several very
important things for us to notice.

1. There are two qualificationsin order
for a person to come under this pun-
ishment. First, to worship or serve
other gods but also to be in a genera-
tion that hates God. Unless you qual-
ify on both counts this does not ap-

ply to you.

2. Indeed the next verse underlines this
where the Lord will show lov-
ingkindness to thousands who love
Him and keep His commandments.

3. Itisthe Lord who does the visiting —
it is not an AUTOMATIC punish-
ment. It is what He does, not what
membership to an organisation or
even what the Devil does but what
God does.

4. Heisnot saying how or what He will
do but simply that He will visit or
punish them for their sins. You can
therefore never claim that a particu-
lar act is always the way God pun-
ishes because it does not tell us that
and God is sovereign to punish but
also to forgive.

Exodus 34:6,7. This verse is nearly al-
ways quoted in the same breath as the
one above but again there is nothing
here to say that there is an automatic
curse or judgment because someone has
joined a particular group or committed a
particular sin. Indeed this is the Lord
speaking about Himself and before He
comes to the judgmenta side, He talks
of forgiveness and lovingkindness and
only then visiting the iniquity of the
fathers on the third and fourth genera-

tions. Again in the context of the love
of God it meansthat it is neither certain
nor automatic. It will happen because
God is a righteous and a jealous God
but even in judgement, He remembers
mercy and His judgements are just, not
automatic retribution.

Having thus shown his understanding of
the Biblical concepts of curses, Camp-
bell develops this to show how so many
are affected today. He uses the follow-
ing illustration,

The authority structure we want to
focus on here as it relates to curses is
the family, particularly the role of the
father. Take the example of a father
trying to be the priest of the home. He
is the “spiritual covering” and provides
an umbrella of spiritual protection
over his family and loved ones. When
the father is disobedient and sins, the
umbrella of protection is ripped.
Through that rip, the adversary is then
able to saturate with oppressive storms
in the form of demonic curses those
under this father’s authority and pro-
tection. According to Ephesians 4:27,
when we sin, we open the door, or
provide an entry point, for Satan. Es-
sentially, we give him permission to
oppress our loved ones. Through the
unrighteousness of one in spiritual au-
thority over others, curses can now visit
to the third and fourth generation.

Isthisreally true? Every time the father
sins Satan can do what he likes to the
family — does God abdicate? Where is
this taught? When he confesses that sin,
does that mean the protection is put
back? Does Ephesians 4:27 teach this?
In a word no because it is not dealing
with the family but rather the individual
and it certainly does not say that Satan
can do whatever he likes but rather that
he has an opportunity but it is no more
specific than that.

AUTHORITY-
ENGENDERED CURSES

Campbell now applies this teaching of
what he calls “authority-engendered
curses’ to generation curses and shows
the possible extent

Exodus 34 tells us that curses pass to
the third and fourth generations. Sup-
pose a man commits the sin of idolatry.
Further suppose that he and each of his
descendants for four generations have

three children each. This adds up to 40
descendants who will come under the
curse of that one man’s iniquity. Each
person, by going backward on this genera-
tional chart, again has 2 parents, 4
grandparents, 8 great-grandparents and 16
great-great grandparents. This provides a
total of 30 ancestors from whom curses
could possibly have filtered down upon
us. These are the curses that | call gener-
ational curses, and it’s not unlikely that
many of us are experiencing them rather
than blessings because one or more of
these ancestors have unwisely opened
the door to our adversary.
(pp.164/165)

Despite this we still read the clear state-
ment that Christ has redeemed us from
these curses.

No one’s spiritual fate is sealed by an-
other’s decision—all of us are individu-
ally responsible for our own lives and
are accountable to God. If any of the
children of those who turn away from
God repent from their wickedness and
turn back to God, God will have mercy
on them, forgiving them their sins, re-
moving the curses upon them through
the blood of Christ, filling them with
the same Holy Spirit and making the
same promises of “love to a thousand
generations of those who love me”
(Exod. 20:6). In other words, Christ
enables all of us who have failed to love
God with all our hearts and our neigh-
bor as ourselves—that means all of us
(see Matt. 22:37-39; Rom. 3:23; 6:23)—
to acknowledge individually the respon-
sibility for our sin, to repent and to be
transformed by Christ. But we are still
part of the human race and part of our
own generational line. - (p.166)

This would appear to be the end of the
matter but when we reach p.184, we
read,

The Hammonds remind us of a very
important concept about deliverance
from curses. They suggest that salvation
does not automatically free us from
curses, for many of God’s children re-
main under curses even after they are
born again. Why? They have not appro-
priated Christ’s redemption from the
curses. Jesus died for all, but all are not
saved. To come to salvation, a person
must repent of his or her sin and appro-
priate—or claim—the blood of Jesus. Al-
though Christ is the remedy for genera-
tional curses, we must personally repent
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for the sin that brought the curses and
then renounce the curses and appropri-
ate His blood over these curses.

Once again one must ask why the con-
tradiction? If the root of the curse issin
asis clearly shown above then once sin
— the root — has been dealt with then the
curse — the consequence — must also be
dealt with. If Christ became the curse
then when | accept that and believe it the
curse must be broken. Why do we make
things more complicated than the Scrip-
ture ever did? Why do we want to make
doctrines fit our thinking instead of al-
lowing our thinking to be moulded by
His doctrine?

JOHN LINDEN-COOK

There are other aspects we need to deal
with and these come out quite clearly in
the second explanation of this doctrine
that | want to check out — those of John
Linden-Cook. However, he is but an
example of many others at thistime.

The information here comes from an
email | received on 28 July 2000 from
one of our supporters who both listened
to Linden-Cook on Premier Christian
radio and then spoke to him on the
phone after the broadcast.

The heart of this side of the teaching
about ‘Generational Curses goes to a
distinction made concerning the words
‘iniquity’ and ‘sin’. Iniquity is thus de-
fined in this teaching as occult worship,
astrology and such like practices,
whereas sin is breaking the command-
ments.

This aready leads to confusion because
the ‘iniquity of the fathers' that isvisited
on the third and fourth generations is as
a result of breaking the commandment
to have no other gods. Thusif we follow
this thinking through, iniquity would be
asaresult of sin and if we dealt with the
root sin then iniquity would also be dealt
with. Interestingly this is the same con-
clusion aswe arrived at above.

However leaving aside this discrepancy,
is there anything in the Biblical use of
these words that could lead us to such a
clear definition and distinction of ‘sin’
and ‘iniquity’?

We will turn to the definitions of Strong
in his concordance for help in this mat-
ter. The main word for sin in Hebrew is
chatta’ ah which has the primary root of
meaning ‘to miss the mark.” Interest-

ingly the primary word for sin in the
Greek harmarta also comes from aroot
word meaning ‘to fail to hit' or ‘miss
the mark.” Hence we have no problem
of the Biblical meaning of sin through-
out the Old and New Testaments.

The primary word for iniquity in He-
brew is avown meaning perversity or
evil. In Greek the word is anomia
meaning a violation of the law from a
root word meaning lawless. Clearly this
is a stronger word than the word for sin
but in its original context it would be
better translated “breaking the com-
mandments’ and not sin, as we have
above, which is aiming for something
but missing the mark.

Nowherein the Old or New Testamentsis
there any teaching that restricts the word
iniquity to “occult worship, astrology and
such like practices.”

With the basis for the teaching already
suspect it develops into what | believe
is heresy. The next step is that only sin
is dealt with by conversion — not inig-
uity. This can be seen as the ‘ spiritua’
thinking behind the forgiveness of sin
and not the removal of a curse shown
above.

Again, what does Scripture teach us on
this matter? Please read just the few
scriptures below with comments and
see what you think. In the original lan-
guage, each verse uses the words men-
tioned above.

Hebrews 10:17 — God makes no dis-
tinctions between the two.

Titus 2:14 — Christ gave Himself to
redeem us from all iniquities.

Isaiah 53:6 — Our iniquities were
placed on the Lamb of God.

CONCLUSION

Martin Y arde's concludes,

It is not important to discover whether
the causes of problems in our lives have
their origin in previous generations.
Such a quest can all too easily become a
cop out from dealing with the real
reasons for these problems or a way of
trying to manipulate God into blessing
us in certain ways. Or we might be
unwilling to face the fact that God is
sovereign and may have a reason for
allowing some types of suffering in our
lives. Instead we can rest peacefully and
secure in the knowledge that God’s

plans for our lives and the blessings he
has for us are dependent on Him, not
ourselves and cannot be thwarted (Job
42:2).

To this | would want to add that, as |
started by saying, there maybe and most
certainly are other issues concerning this
teaching and | would be glad to hear
from any that want to raise them. How-
ever, | have tried to deal with the basic
issues as | see them and measure them
against Scripture.

The conclusion has to be that man is mak-
ing far more of this doctrine than Scripture
does and as such it could be dangerous.
Whereas it would be foolish to say it never
happens it certainly does not happen with
the frequency we are being led to believe
by so many Bible teachers.

Please therefore be cautious over what
you believe and what you say to other
Christians. Please be clear that whatever
you believe and teach can be built on the
firm foundation of Scripture and not in-
dividual Scriptures taken out of context
and Greek and Hebrew words given
meanings that they did not have in the
original.
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WATCH THE B OWER

To begin this issue’'s column we con-
clude our look at the article in The
Watchtower 1 June 2000 entitled, The
Changing Face of Chrigtianity. (The
whole article will be placed on our web-
site)

The article next turns its attention to hell
and says,

Often, one falsehood leads to another,
and that is true of the immortal-soul
teaching. It opened the way for the pa-
gan notion of eternal torment in a fiery
hell. *

(* Footnote: "Hell" is a translation of the
Hebrew word Sheol and the Greek word
Hades, both of which simply mean "the
grave." Thus, while the English transla-
tors of the King James Version trans-
lated Sheol 31 times as "hell," they also
rendered it 31 times as "grave" and 3
times as "pit," thereby showing that these
terms mean basically the same thing.)

Yet the Bible plainly states that "the
wages sin pays is death"-not eternal tor-
ment. (Romans 6:23) Thus, describing
the resurrection, the King James Ver-
sion states: "The sea gave up the dead
which were in it; and death and hell
delivered up the dead which were in
them." Likewise, the Douay Bible says
that "the sea... and death and hell gave
up their dead." Yes, simply put, those in
hell are dead, ‘asleep,’ as Jesus said. -
Revelation 20:13.”

First, we look at the trandations of the
words mentioned above.

SHEOL

Is it possible for the Hebrew word
‘sheol’ to simply mean ‘the grave,” every
timeit is used in Scripture? If it is possi-
ble then the Watchtower teaching that
there is no eternal spirit and that after
death we are just a memory in the mind
of God waiting to be remembered and
restored, would be true.

However, this definition gives problems
with the following Scriptures, amongst
others, in the NWT.

Even Sheol underneath has become agi-
tated.. At you it has awakened those
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impotent in death... All of them speak
up and say... - Isaiah 14:9-10.

How can they speak?

.. the distressing circumstances of
Sheol themselves found me - Psalm
116:3.

What are the distressing circumstances?

.. that you may deliver his very soul
from Sheol itself - Proverbs 23:14.

It is possible not to go to Sheol!

.. Let them go down into Sheol alive... -
Psalm 55:15.

Y ou can get there and still be aive!

This is the way of those who have
stupidity... they have been appointed to
Sheol itself.. God himself will redeem
my soul from the hand of Sheol, for he
will receive me - Psalm 49:13-15.

The psalmist saw a distinct difference
between himself and the stupid with
relation to sheol.

HADES

Then what about the Greek word
‘hades’ ?

. and the gates of Hades shall not
overpower it - Matthew 16:18.

If hades were the place of the uncon-
scious, it would be understood that it
could not overpower the church.

And in Hades he lifted up his eyes..
cried out and said... - Luke 16:23-24.

The Society want to dismiss this as a
parable but even so it must be a true
story and therefore the rich man was
alivein hades.

And Hades gave up the dead.. and
they were judged... - Revelation 20:13.

From hades the only resurrection is to
judgement, not to live for a 1,000 years.

As we see, the two words cannot mean
in al cases the grave and so there are
problems for the Watchtower defini-
tion. It isalso true that the translators of
the King James Version did mix up the
tranglation of the word hell but you will
notice in more modern trandations this
has been sorted out. Finaly, we must

add that this article did not even men-
tion the Greek word ‘gehenna’ whichis
the word translated hell in the New
Testament.

GEHENNA

It is finer (better) for you to enter into
life maimed than with two hands to go
off into Gehenna, into the fire that
cannot be put out - Mark 9:43, NWT.

If being maimed in this life is a serious
matter how would it be better to go into
UNCONSCi ousness?

Notice also the ‘everlasting’ quality, a
fire that cannot be put out. Thisis seen
in other Scriptures. Matthew 25:46 isan
example of thisthat the Witnessestry to
get around by giving a secondary mean-
ing to the word ‘punishment’. But this
verse contrasts the righteous going into
eternal life, a life that will last forever
with the wicked going into eterna
cutting-off (NWT). There is nothing
eternal about being annihilated.

We can, from this brief look, see that
Scriptures do not agree with the defini-
tions given to the words by the Society,
rather they show that sheol and hades
are the place of waiting after death.
They aso show that there is an eternal
part of man that is ‘alive’ there during
this time. Gehenna is the final place of
everlasting punishment to which the
wicked are banished after judgement.

CONCLUSION

The Society in seeking to bring the
article to a close move on to a section
entitled ‘Disfiguring the “Portrait" in
Modern Times. They say,

The disfiguring of God and Christian-
ity continues today. A professor of reli-
gion recently described the struggle in
his Protestant church as one "over the
authority of Scripture and creed versus
the authority of alien and humanistic
ideologies, between the church's faith-
fulness to the lordship of Christ versus
an accommodation and reformulation
of Christianity to the spirit of the age.
The issue at stake is this: Who sets the
agenda for the church... Holy Scripture
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or the dominant ideology of the day?

Of course, we are aready aware of the
answer to thisrhetorical question and we
are not disappointed,

Sadly, "the dominant ideology of the
day" still tends to win out. It is no
secret, for instance, that many churches
have changed their stand on various
issues so as to appear progressive and
open-minded. Especially in moral mat-
ters, the churches have become quite
liberal, as mentioned in the opening
article. Yet, the Bible leaves no doubt
that fornication, adultery, and homo-
sexuality are gross sins in the eyes of
God and that those practicing such sins
"will not inherit God's kingdom."

There would be many of us that would
agree with this particular illustration but
isn't that a smoke screen at this point?
To get to that kingdom in the first place
we need to have a relationship with
Christ that sadly Witnesses do not teach.
We need to know what it means to be
justified now and have certainty of eter-
nal life. Sadly, that is not true of a
Jehovah's Witness. We need to have a
clear vision of who Jesus is and what
Jesus has done for us. Sadly, most Wit-
nesses are just like the two on the road
to Emmaus in Luke 24. Study these
Scriptures and see what they had knowl-
edge of.

They knew that Jesus was a prophet
mighty in His deeds and His words.
They knew that the tomb was empty.
They had knowledge of a message given
from heaven that Jesus was alive. Surely
this would be enough to convince them
of the reality of Jesus - sadly not. Only
when they truly saw who Jesus was and
then later He prayed that their minds
would be open to understand the Scrip-
tures did the full light dawn.

The Society indeed says that eternal life
consists of taking in knowledge (their
trandation of John 17:3) — and that is
why they are like the two on the road to
Emmaus — they have al the knowledge
but no living relationship.

It is true that some parts of what is
termed the ‘church’ are not leading on
moral issues but it is equaly true that
unless we respond and are obedient to
the fundamental message of the Gospel
of Jesus Christ we were never in the
kingdom to be barred. Probably, more
vital than what we do is what we are

inside. If Jesus Christ is Lord of our
lives we will not be simply amember of
a man-made organisation as tragically
Jehovah's Witnesses and those in or-
ganised religion are but a living exam-
ple of who Jesus is. We will not be
obedient because we feel we must but
because the Holy Spirit (whom Wit-
nesses deny exists in the biblical under-
standing) will work in and through us.

The article continues,

Look to the Original "Portrait" Speak-
ing to the Jewish religious leaders of his
day, Jesus said that their worship was
“in vain because they taught com-
mands of men as doctrines." (Matthew
15:9) Those clerics did the very same
thing to Jehovah's Law through Moses
that the clergy of Christendom did,
and still do, to Christ's teaching they
splashed the "paint" of tradition over
divine truth. But Jesus stripped away
all falsehoods for the benefit of honest-
hearted people. (Mark 7:7-13) Jesus
spoke the truth, whether it was popular
or not. God's Word was always his
authority. -John 17:17. What a contrast
Jesus presents to most professed Chris-
tians! Indeed, the Bible predicted:
“People will be avid for the latest nov-
elty and collect... teachers according to
their own tastes; and then, instead of
listening to the truth, they will turn to
myths." (2 Timothy 4:3, 4, The
Jerusalem Bible) These "myths " of
which we have considered a few, are
spiritually destructive, whereas the
truth of God's Word builds up, and it
leads to everlasting life. This is the
truth that Jehovah's Witnesses encour-
age you to examine. John 4:24;
8:32;17:3.

How tragic that some leaders in the
Society that know better deliberately
wrote that for those who know no better
to become more entrenched within their
position of error. Aswe have shown the
truth of God’'s Word shows clearly it is
the Jehovah's Witnesses who are
preaching myths. Note too the sentence
that follows this accusation and see just
how unscriptural it is. The truth of
God's Word — GIVES eterna life but
the ‘truth’ that the Watchtower Society
bring closes the door for those who
would even desire to enter.

Thisistruly atragic situation with thou-
sands blinded by a man-made organisa-
tion that is obviously doing the work of

God's enemy. Let this spur you on to
love and go the extramile to reach out to
these ones.

STATISTICS

| was sent an email about some compar-
isons between the 1995 statisrics of the
Watchtower Service Year and the Ser-
vice Year 2000. They were compiled by
‘Emily’ but unfortunately | do not know
her surname.

Australia

82 fewer publishers

1,277 fewer baptized

260 fewer i

23 more congregations

2,104,884 fewer hours

9,974 fewer Bible Studies

1084 more at Memorial

Worked 2,042 more hours per convert.
Britian

4,546 fewer publishers

1,815 fewer baptized

437 fewer pioneers

53 more congregations

4,508,373 fewer hours

20,013 fewer Bible Studies

8,887 fewer at Memorial

Worked 1,710 more hours per convert.

Canada

1,426 fewer publishers

1,933 fewer baptized

551 more pioneers

4 fewer congregations

2,861,996 fewer hours

14,331 fewer Bible Studies

4,618 fewer at Memorial

Worked 3,055 more hours per convert.

France

11,259 fewer publishers
3,005 fewer baptized
1,016 fewer pioneers

WATCH THE TOWER
88 fewer congregations
5,754,964 fewer hours
28,838 fewer Bible Studies
24,516 fewer at Memorial
3,437 more hours worked per convert.

Germany

3,614 fewer publishers
2,521 fewer baptized

514 more pioneers

125 more congregations
4,075,331 fewer hours
28,603 fewer Bible Studies

(Continued on page 11)
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TRUTH RESTORED - 26

BY MIKE & ANN THOMAS

MORE MISSIONARY
DISCUSSIONS

In preparing this series it is sobering to
be reminded how much Mormonism is
the religion of Joseph Smith. “Of course
we are Christians!” Mormons reply to
their critics. “His is the name of the
church, our prayers are said in His hame,
our hymns extol Him", etc. However, in
the instructions for the first discussion
the Mormon missionary is told that “the
focus of this discussion should be the
Book of Mormon and the Prophet
Joseph Smith.” Consider that for a mo-
ment. In a discussion about what pur-
ports to be the gospel of Jesus Christ the
focus and emphasisis Joseph Smith. The
first principles of the discussion are (1)
The Plan of our Heavenly Father, and
(2) The Divine Sonship of Jesus Christ.
Missionaries are told, however, “Do not
spend too much time on the first two
principles, especially if the investigators
basically agree with what you present.
Leave enough time to discuss the truths
that are unique to the restored gospel.
After the discussion, the investigator’s
strongest impressions should be of the
Book of Mormon and the Prophet
Joseph Smith. Through them we gained
our understanding of God and his plan®
(emphasis added).

The commitment for this discussion isto
“Read the Book of Mormon and pray to
know that it is true”, and “Pray to know
that Joseph Smith is a Prophet of God.”
Following all subsequent discussions the
investigator is encouraged to pray about,
and report their impressions of The
Book of Mormon; Joseph Smith; The
Mormon Church, its members and its
practices. Even in the last discussion
which majors on the role of Jesusin the
Mormon gospel plan, the prayers are
about Joseph Smith and the Book of
Mormon and “the truths that are unique
to the restored gospel.”

Discussion 1: The Plan of our
Heavenly Father - inwhich the inves-
tigator is introduced to the idea of
prophets who reveal God’s plan; Joseph
Smith; Restoration; the Book of Mor-
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mon; The Holy Ghost and Moroni’'s
promise. (commitment, read and pray
about the Book of Mormon)

We Believein God

Quickly establishing that “Most people
believe in a Supreme Being, though
they may call him by different names,”
and getting the investigators to agree
that there probably is a “perfect, all-
wise, and all-powerful” God, the mis-
sionaries will wish to introduce people
to their god. The Mormon god, we are
told, has a body.

The Mormon will reason that in Gen-
esis 32:30: Jacob declares “I saw God
faceto face.” Also in Exodus 33:11 we
read “the Lord spoke to Moses face to
face, as a man speaks with hisfriend.”

The Christian might reason from
Scripture that in Exodus 33:20 God
declares that “you cannot see my face,
for no-one may see me and live.” So
what is the Bible talking about when it
refers to men seeing God “face to
face?’ In Numbers 12:6-8 we read:

“When a prophet of the Lord is among
you, | reveal myself to himin visions, |
speak to him in dreams. But this is not
true of my servant Moses; he is faithful
in al my house. With him | speak face
to face, clearly and not in riddles;”

When prophets hear from God it isin
visions and dreams. There may be some
mystery and the prophet may not al-
ways fully understand at the time the
nature and purpose of the message. Not
so with Moses with whom God speaks
“face to face,” or directly, “clearly and
not in riddles.” The term “face to face”
is an indication of the specia relation-
ship Moses had with God.

The Mormon will further reason
from Genesis 1:26-27 that God has a
body by saying that if we are made “in
the image of God,” and we have bodies,
then he must have a body. They will
further reason that the Bible speaks of
God's physical attributes such as his
eyes (Psalm 139:16); his hand and arm
(Psalm 44:3); his mouth (Deuteronomy
8:3).

The Christian might reason from
Scripture that in John 4:24 Jesus de-
clared “God is spirit, and his worship-
pers must worship in spirit and in
truth.” The resurrected Jesus said that
“aspirit does not have flesh and bones’
Luke 24:39. If God is spirit and a spirit
does not have a body then what does
Genesis 1:26-27 mean? In Ephesians
4:24 we read of the purpose of our
redemption “to put off your old self,
whichisbeing corrupted by its deceitful
desires; to be made new in the attitude
of your minds; and to put on the new
self, created to be like God in true
righteousness and holiness.”

To be made in the image of God, then,
is to enjoy his “communicable at-
tributes,” i.e. his character and person-
ality, righteousness, holiness, wisdom,
justice, love. To strengthen their argu-
ment, the missionaries will reason from
Matthew 5:48 that we are to “be per-
fect, therefore, as your heavenly Father
is perfect.” In the correct context thisis
not, as they claim, a call to achieve
godlike perfection, but to achieve right-
thinking in our attitude to others, i.e.
“love your enemies and pray for those
who persecute you, that you may be
sons of your Father in heaven. He
causes his sun to rise on the evil and the
good, and sends rain on the righteous
and the unrighteous.” Impartial love, a
God-like attribute imputed to man,
making man to be in the image of God.

The Christian might reason that refer-
ences to God's eyes, mouth, hand and
arm, etc. describe not God's body but
the activity of God, his eyes ever watch-
ful; his arm, ever reaching out to save;
his mouth, communicating with us. We
can point out Psalm 91:4 “he will cover
you with his feathers, and under his
wings you will find refuge.” Of course
the Mormon will readily understand
that God does not have wings and that
the Bible is speaking metaphorically.
Thisistrue of every such reference.

The Mormon will reason, in his at-
tempt to establish the man-like nature
of God, that “we are the children of
God” Romans 8:16, meaning that we
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are literally his offspring Acts 17:24-
29, and that he is our “Father in
heaven” Matthew 5:48. Of course this
forms the basis of the Mormon Plan of
Salvation, i.e. “We are the children of
our Father in Heaven. We are created in
his image. Because he is the Father of
all people, we are brothers and sisters’
and “God has aplan” for his children.

The Christian might reason from
Scripture that Malachi 2:10 clearly
links creation and the fatherhood of
God “Have we not al one Father? Did
not one God create us? God is the
father of humanity in the sense that he
created humanity. Acts 17:24-26
speaks of God “giving all men life and
breath” teaching that “From one man he
made every nation of men, that they
should inhabit the whole earth; and he
determined the times set for them and
the exact places where they should
live” The statement that “we are his
offspring” is clearly set in the context of
creation. Romans 8:16 is again dealt
with properly in context for in verse 15
we read “For you did not receive a
spirit that makes you a slave again to
fear, but you received the spirit of
adoption. And by him we cry Abba,
Father.”

In Acts, then, we have a reference to
God as our Creator/Father, while in
Romans we have a reference to God as
our Father by adoption, through faith in
the saving work of his Son and the
leading of the Spirit. The Matthew 5:48
reference takes on a wholly different
meaning as we consider our creation
and subsequent adoption into God's
family, i.e. “even as your Father (who
made you and adopted you into his
family) is perfect.”

You have seen that while we started
with man being made in the image of
God the Mormons have quickly taken
us to agod who is in the image of man.
They start with reference to a Supreme
Being but end up worshipping a Supe-
rior Being, i.e. an exalted man.

GOD HAS A PLAN

Having established the Fatherhood of
God and the brotherhood of man the
Mormons will wish to tell you about
God’s plan of happinessfor us, whichis
that we should “progress’ and become
more like him (Matthew 5:24). This is
the plan of salvation. The details of this
plan are dealt with in the second discus-
sion. Here they will want to speak of
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Jesus' rolein God’s plan.

SIN AND DEATH

Mormons believe that “ God provided a
way for usto overcome sin and death so
that we can return to his presence. The
central figure in the plan of salvationis
Jesus Christ.” The plan is in two parts;
there is what Christ does and there is
what we do. The Mormon will teach
that “Jesus fulfilled his part of the
plan.”

The Mormon will reason that Jesus
was “dain for the sins of the world” 1
Nephi 11:32-33 (Book of Mormon).
They believe that the benefit to us is
that he will “loose the bands of death”
Alma 7:12 (Book of Mormon).
“Through his sacrifice and resurrection
we can overcome the effects of sin and
al men will live again after mortal
death.” In other words, Jesus' role in
the plan is to make it possible for all
men to be resurrected.

Our role in the plan is to follow Jesus
example, “By his perfect example and
his teachings, Jesus showed us how to
fulfil this plan.” Again from the Book
of Mormon they teach that Christ will
“save all men if they will hearken unto
his voice” 2 Nephi 9:21-24. From the
Bible they will quote John 14:15 “If
you love me, you will obey what |
command” and they will reason, “if we
have faith to do what Jesus Christ
taught, we will find peace in this life.
Also, we can become more like him and
like our Heavenly Father. We can re-
turn to live with them after this life.”
When we look at Discussion 2 we will
look in detail at how Mormons teach
salvation. Now we want to look at this
concept of ‘The Plan of Salvation’.

Whilst Mormons teach that “the central
figure in the plan of salvation is Jesus
Chrigt,” the fact is that the plan is what
is central to the Mormon gospel. It isby
faithfully following the plan that Mor-
mons are saved. And whilst Mormons
guote John 14:6, “| am the way and the
truth and the life. No-one comes to the
Father except through me,” they believe
that “By his perfect example and his
teachings, Jesus showed us how to fulfil
this plan,” and that the plan will work
for us only “if we have faith to do what
Jesus Christ taught.” In other words, to
a Christian Jesus is the way, while to a
Mormon Jesus shows the way; to a
Christian Jesusis God’s plan, to aMor-

mon he is central to the plan. In Mor-
monism John 14:6 might be more accu-
rately stated “The plan is the way, and
no-one comes to the Father except
through following it.” This no better
illustrated than in the next principle.

HOW THE PLAN HAS BEEN
REVEALED

“Our Heavenly Father wants all of usto
understand the plan of salvation and the
mission of Jesus Chrigt in that plan. He
has established a simple pattern in re-
vedling this plan to his children.”
(emphasis added)

Note the plan is bigger than the Saviour
and remember that, although “the central
figure in the plan of salvation is Jesus
Christ,” nevertheless in the instructions
for the first discussion the Mormon mis-
sionary is told that “the focus of this
discussion should be the Book of Mor-
mon and the Prophet Joseph Smith.”
Here the ground work is laid for intro-
ducing Joseph Smith.

The Mormon will reason that God's
pattern for revealing the plan is to
“choose righteous men as his witnesses
[who] learn from firsthand experience
the truth about the plan and the mission
of Jesus in that plan. These men are
called prophets and apostles.” To con-
firm this they will quote Amos 3:7
“Surely the Sovereign Lord does nothing
without revealing his plan to his servants
the prophets.” These apostles and
prophets have authority to act for God
(we will look at authority in discussion
3) and teach people directly and by writ-
ing sacred books called scripture. These
truths are heard and read by people and
truth is confirmed by the Holy Ghost
(Spirit). They then obey, thus following
the plan.

The Mormon will reason that this pat-
ternisfollowed throughout the Bible.

Exodus 20:3-22 - God gave Moses the
Ten Commandments which Moses gave
to the people.

John 15:16;Mark 16:15-20 - Jesus
chose apostles and commanded them to
be witnesses.

The Christian might reason that Amos
3:7, taken in context, does not support
the Mormon argument since Amos was
prophesying disaster for the northern
kingdom of Israel, and the revelation of
God's plan through a prophet was to act
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as a warning. To support their claim to
act as did Amos, the Mormon prophets
would have to give similar warnings and
prophesy accurately imminent events,
disastrous or otherwise. Mormon
prophets clearly do no such thing.

The Chrigtian might further reason that
the qudifications for an apostle are clearly
described in Acts 1:21-22 and dl subse-
quent claims to being ‘one of the twelve,
asMormonsteach, areinvaid.

Finally the Christian might reason that
Hebrews 1:1-3 speaks of prophets as
those through whom God spoke “in the
past,” and goes on to say that “in these
last days he has spoken to us by his Son,
whom he appointed heir of all things'.
Mormon prophets are a step backwards
in‘God’s plan’ and Mormon apostles do
not qualify since they have not “been
with us the whole time the Lord Jesus
went in and out among us, beginning
from John’s baptism to the time when
Jesus was taken from us.”

THE PROPHET JOSEPH SMITH

The Mormon will now want to show that
“God hasfollowed his pattern for reveal-
ing truth in our day” and introduce the
investigator to Joseph Smith. Joseph, we
are told, “confused by the great differ-
ences among the teachings [of the
churches]” sought an answer in the Bible
where he read James 1:5 “If any of you
lacks wisdom , he should ask God, who
gives generoudly to al without finding
fault, and it will be given to him.”
Joseph went into nearby woods to pray
and put this promise to the test and
clams to have seen God and Jesus
Christ who commissioned him to follow
the pattern and become a prophet. “God
called Joseph Smith and commanded
him to proclaim the gospel” Doctrine
and Covenants 1:17-18, and “This gen-
eration shall receive the word of the

Lord through Joseph Smith” Doctrine
and Covenants 5:10.

We have already looked at the issue of
prophets and apostles, and we will look
more closely at ‘Restoration’ claims in
discussion 3. Lets look at James 1:5 in
its context.

The Mormon will reason that James
1:5isaformulafor answering our ques-
tionsregarding ‘the truth’. For Joseph it
was a key to knowing which church to
join. Mormons today encourage investi-
gatorsto ask the same question, promis-
ing that as God answered Joseph so he
will answer you.

The Christian might reason that
James 1:5 is not a formula for finding
truth but for gaining wisdom.

James 1:1 shows that this letter was
written to Christians who already knew
the truth.

James 1:2-17 The context of verse 5is
encouragement in suffering. The wis-
dom of James 1:5 is for the benefit of
Chrigtians, enabling them to face suffer-
ing “with purejoy” .

James 3:13-18 Here, James defines the
wisdom he is writing about and con-
trasts it with the wisdom of the world.
Theissueisone of character. A worldly
character, full of bitterness and sdfish
ambition, ill equips us to ded with the
trias of life. Peacemakers, on the other
hand, are equipped with the wisdom of
heaven and are able to face their trids
patiently. James is writing of the practical
application of heavenly wisdom to the
trials of every day life. Wisdom that is
gained through prayer and application.
When Mormons tell us that James 1:5 is
how to find the truth the Chrigtian needsto
show that it is about wisdom, which isthe
application of the truth we dready have
(James 1:1).

A close study of passages such as this
can open up for the Mormon a depth of
truth and understanding that is not
found in the superficial message of the
missionary discussions.

HOW DOES GOD REVEAL

TRUTH?
Hebrews 1:2 - “In these last days God
has spoken to us through his Son”

Romans 15:4 - The Scriptures were
written to give us hope

John 20:31 - and that we may believe
in Christ

Isaiah 8:20 - Every message should be
checked out against Scripture (Acts
17:11)

Hebrews 2:3-4 - “This salvation, (1)
which was first announced by the Lord,
(2) was confirmed to us by those who
heard him. (3) God also testifiesto it by
signs, wonders and various miracles (4)
and gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed
according to hiswill.”

There is a great responsibility to “pay
more careful attention...to what we
have heard, so that we do not drift
away. For if the message spoken by
angels was binding...how shall we es-
cape if we ignore such a great salva
tion?” (Hebrews2:1-3)

(Continued from page 8)
10,988 fewer at Memorial
2,273 more hours worked per convert

Ireland

84 more publishers

110 fewer baptized

80 fewer pioneers

4 more congregations

251,643 fewer hours worked

928 fewer Bible Studies

178 more at Memorial

4,623 more hours worked per convert.
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USA

32,998 more publishers

13,619 fewer baptized

21,683 more pioneers

1001 more congregations

5,162,247 fewer hours

143,784 fewer Bible Studies

42,630 more at Memorial

17 more hours worked per convert.
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APOLOGETICS

WORKS OR FAITH?

A discussion on this subject will often
come up in an attempt to witness about
the gospel and surprisingly enough not
only from cult members. Many other
people feel they must do things to ‘be
good’ or earn theright ‘to go to heaven'.
Indeed, there are some apparent indica-
tions in Scripture that on first reading
would indicate that works are necessary
for salvation and we must be able to
answer these questions satisfactorily.

There will be those who are deeply reli-
gious that would also bring this question
up because they would feel that they are
saved by their good works of prayer and
worship and even ‘going to church’.

Sometimes these people will just be try-
ing to justify themselves or testing us but
even so in similar circumstances Jesus
gave a sensible and reasoned answer
(see Luke 10:25 and 29) and we should
seek to do the same.

JAMES 2

The main verses used to seek to win this
argument are found in James 2:24-26
and read in the NASB,

You see that a man is justified by
works, and not by faith alone. And in the
same way was not Rahab the harlot
justified by works, when she received
the messengers and sent them out by
another way? For just as the body with-
out the spirit is dead, so also faith
without works is dead.

These verses of course need to be com-
pared with such ones as Romans 3:20,

because by the works of the Law no
flesh will be justified in His sight...

And Romans 3:28,

For we maintain that a man is justified
by faith apart from works of the Law.

Is there a contradiction here? Do we
really need to work in order to be justi-
fied and be saved?

If this were the case then it would go
against the great declaration of Paul in
Ephesians 2:8-10,

For by grace you have been saved
through faith; and that not of your-
selves, it is the gift of God; not as a
result of works, that no one should

boast. For we are His workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus for good works,
which God prepared beforehand, that
we should walk in them.

Notice in these verses that Paul repeats
three times that it can be nothing to do
with works, otherwise we would be able
to boast before God.

Which isit? Are we justified by faith or
by works? It is a fundamental Christian
belief that we are justified by faith and
that thisisaonce and for all act.

Therefore having been justified by
faith... Romans 5:1

This therefore cannot be as a result of
ongoing works and in any case how
many works must we do in order to
reach the state of justification? Nowhere
are we told that and if this were the way
we had to go it would seem very unfair
that we never knew how much we had to
do to reach the goal.

JUSTIFICATION

The meaning of the word justification -
that God declares a sinner righteous and
treats them as such — also shows that
work is impossible to achieve the state
of justification — we can never atone for
our own sin, an essential part of being
justified. Therefore, this has to be by
faith because we will never be righteous
in ourselves.

Having said that it still leaves us with
the problem of explaining satisfactorily
to out listener the verses in James that
appear to teach that we are justified by
works. It actually is not a problem when
you look at the context.

James 2:1 indicates that James is writ-
ing to those who already have faith in
the Lord Jesus — it was not something
they were working towards.

He then starts his main argument on this
issue in verse 14 where he asks, what
useisit if someone says he has faith but
no works?

At this point James does not begin to
refer to that faith (which Christians al-
ready have) in relationship to God but in
relationship to fellow Christians. The
ones mentioned are in need (verse 15)
but, James says, you do not give them
what they need (verse 16) — what use is

that? Faith must be expressed.

Verse 17 sums this up by showing that
such faith (that you already have) that is
not also expressed by works is dead.

Indeed, as ver se 18 goes on to say, how
can you show your faith without works?

Belief in God (verse 19) is fine but the
demons do too; the point is that faith
that is not expressed by worksis useless
and is no better that that which the
demons have (ver se 20).

Abraham was justified by works when
he offered Isaac (ver se 21) and hisfaith
was perfected by hisworks (verse 22).

Abraham believed God and it was reck-
oned to him as righteousness (ver se 23)
and so you see that amanisjustified by
works, and not just by faith alone. Ra-
hab was justified by works (verse 25)
and so remember faith without worksis
dead (ver se 26).

If you have faith, it will be expressed.
The works do not take away from faith,
they also show that we are justified but
that state was first accomplished with
the faith.

James is examining two kinds of faith:
one that leads to godly works and one
that does not. One is true, and the other
is false. One is dead, the other alive;
hence, “faith without works is dead.” -
James 2:20.

This is consistent with the passages
above from Romans and Ephesians.
Notice especialy Ephesians 2:10 that
shows clearly after we are saved there
are good works for us to walk in that
God has prepared but these are not
works that are leading us to salvation
and justification.

We are saved not by works but once
saved there are good works to express
what has happened to us.

We cannot work to our salvation but we
must work out our salvation — see
Philippians 2:12.
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Reachout Trust

CHURCH REPRESENTATIVES

Across the UK and throughout the world truth is under attack. An essential part of the work of Reachout Trust is
training and equipping the church. As this work goes forward it is important that it is upheld in prayer, that there is a
free flow of information, and that Christians can confidently access and use the resources Reachout provides. It is
critical that churches are informed and equipped and in order to do this we are inviting those who feel they can help
to become Church Representatives for Reachout.

As a church representative you would:
1. Be a channel of information

You will be sent updates on Reachout activities, prayer requests, a catalogue of readily available resources,
etc. and be asked to share them with your church and its leadership. You can start a local prayer group to pray
through issues in your area and through the prayer letters we send.

2. Help distribute the Reachout Quarterly

Every quarter the free Reachout magazine brings news about developments in the cults, teaching on Christian
truth, and training on how to witness to those who are caught up in deception. This essential tool can be made
available in your church.

3. Encourage your church to have a HART day

Hear About Reachout Trust (HART) is an opportunity to have one day in the year when you, or an invited rep-
resentative of Reachout, can explain the work of the Trust. This can be anything from a mention in the service
to a Sunday given over to preaching and sharing.

This does not require a lot of time and public speaking skills are not essential.
All we ask of you is:
A burden for people in the cults

We would value your co-operation and welcome you as a member of the Reachout team. Instruction and materials
are provided as well as opportunities for greater involvement for those who seek it. This is an opportunity for you
and your church to learn more about and be better prepared to answer the cultist at your door, or down your street.

If you wish to know more please send your details on the form below to:
Reachout Trust, 24 Ormond Road, Richmond, Surrey, TW106 TH

Please send me information on how to become a Reachout Church representative:

Name (Mr/Ms/Mrs/Rev)

Church/Fellowship

Address

Post Code

Phone E-mail
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Ensuite accommodation - £72.00 per person
Standard accommodation - £61.50 per person
Day Visitor (2 meals) - £15.00

Day Visitor (1 meal) - £12.00

Day Visitor (no meals) - £8.00

ROOMS

ENSUITE

There are no single rooms available in ensuite.
Married couples will receive their own rooms.

Singles will share up to a maximum of 4 (we hope to keep it
to 2/3).

STANDARD

There are single rooms available for a maximum of a 50%
supplement.

Married couples will receive their own rooms.

Singles will share up to a maximum of 4 (we hope to keep it
to 2/3).

TRANSPORT FROM KIDDERMINSTER

We can arrange transport from Kidderminster train station at
5:30 p.m. on the Friday.

We must know you need a lift by 5 November. We might not
be able to make the arrangements after this date.

We will need to make a nominal charge of £5 per person.

Trips back to Kidderminster after lunch Sunday will also be
arranged within this price.

If you do not have your own car we will try and put you in
touch with someone nearby who might be able to bring you.

Doug Harris will be involved in train-
ing at the following seminars. Others
may have been added since publica
tion. Please ring Head Office for fur-
ther details. Those marked * may have
arestricted attendance.

If there isnot a venue near you but you
feel that your area would benefit from
a seminar, contact Head Office to talk
about organising one.

The following dates have been con-
firmed but there are others awaiting
final agreement.

JULY

Birmingham
Battersea

SEPTEMBER

Bicknacre Essex

Dagenham

West Bromwich

16  Warley

18 Battersea

28-30 ROMSEY CONVENTION

15

OCTOBER

5-7 BURNLEY CONVENTION
13-14 Buckingham

NOVEMBER

3 Coventry
9-11 ANNUAL CONVENTION
17-19 Cork
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Convention Booking Form

Please complete all parts of the form below to book your place(s) at the Reachout Trust 2000 Annual Convention. All
information we receive is treated as confidential and we do not allow other organisations to use our mailing list. We
regret that due to increased costs we must charge 75p for each credit card transaction.

Fill in your personal and financial details for all applications and then complete the information required for either
Residential Convention - Day visit to Residential Convention - Attend one of the Day Conventions.

Title: Mr Mrs Miss Ms Rev Dr Other (Please circle or insert)
Full Name:
Address:
Post Code:
Phone: Email:

Debit my card with the: Deposit  Full Amount (please circle one)

Card Type: Visa Mastercard Switch Solo (please circle one)
Name on card:

Card Number:

Expiry Issue No. (Switch only)

Signed Date

Residential Convention
Number of places: Print below the names and relationship to the one booking.

Type of accommodation: Ensuite Standard (please circle one)

Day Visit to Residential Convention
Day Visit on: Saturday Sunday Saturday and Sunday (please circle)
We wish to order: 2 meals 1 meal O meals (please circle)

Residential and day visitors having meals please inform us of any special dietary needs. Also
any other matters we should be aware of.

Visit to a Day Convention
I will be attending the Day Convention at:

Please send full details as soon as available.
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CHEERFUL GIVING

As many will be aware new legislation came into force in April 2000 whereby we can reclaim any tax that
you have paid on the amount of your gifts no matter how small providing you instruct us to treat them as
gift aid donations.

All regular donors have received such forms as below but we wondered if this would be an opportunity for
others to consider making a one-off gift or indeed a regular small donation to the work of Reachout Trust.

We need your help right now - if you have never given to Reachout Trust before would

you consider making at least asacrificial once-off gift to help this vital work expand with
such projects as a new video on the cults and increased presence on the WorldWide Web?
Of course if you could give regularly we would be delighted. For those who have given this way recently -
abig THANK YOU

If you are eligible please could we encourage you to complete the form below (you can photostat the page)
by ticking the appropriate boxes, deleting the * inappropriate words and sending it with your gift to
REACHOUT TRUST 24 ORMOND ROAD RICHMOND SURREY TW10 6TH. Do not worry if your
circumstances might change in the future because you can withdraw this authority at any time by simply
writing to us. Many Thanks.

Authority to reclaim tax on a gift
(Please complete in BLOCK LETTERS — Thank You.)

Titleand Full Name:

Address;

Post Code:

QO I wish to make a one-off gift by cheque (enclosed)/my credit card * of £ for Reachout Trust
which along with any future gifts made by whatever means should be treated as Gift Aid donations
on which tax can be reclaimed.

Q | enclose a gift/wish to make a gift via my credit card * of £ for Reachout Trust which along
with any future gifts made by whatever means should be treated as Gift Aid donations on which tax

can bereclaimed. Thisisthefirst of aregular monthly/quarterly yearly * gift which | wish to pay by
cheque/standing order/credit card *

My credit card number is expiry date

By signing thisform I declarethat | have paid an amount of income tax or capital gainstax equal to
the sum of 28p for every £1 given.

| further agreetoinform you if my tax circumstances change or | wish to withdraw this agreement.

Signed Date
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