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Reachout Trust

CHURCH REPRESENTATIVES
Across the UK and throughout the world truth is under attack. An essential part of the work of Reachout Trust is
training and equipping the church. As this work goes forward it is important that it is upheld in prayer, that there is a
free flow of information, and that Christians can confidently access and use the resources Reachout provides. It is
critical that churches are informed and equipped and in order to do this we are inviting those who feel they can help
to become Church Representatives for Reachout.

As a church representative you would:
1. Be a channel of information

You will be sent updates on Reachout activities, prayer requests, a catalogue of readily available resources,
etc. and be asked to share them with your church and its leadership. You can start a local prayer group to pray
through issues in your area and through the prayer letters we send.

2. Help distribute the Reachout Quarterly
Every quarter the free Reachout magazine brings news about developments in the cults, teaching on Christian
truth, and training on how to witness to those who are caught up in deception. This essential tool can be made
available in your church.

3. Encourage your church to have a HART day
Hear About Reachout Trust (HART) is an opportunity to have one day in the year when you, or an invited rep-
resentative of Reachout, can explain the work of the Trust. This can be anything from a mention in the service
to a Sunday given over to preaching and sharing.

This does not require a lot of time and public speaking skills are not essential.
All we ask of you is:
A burden for people in the cults
We would value your co-operation and welcome you as a member of the Reachout team. Instruction and materials
are provided as well as opportunities for greater involvement for those who seek it. This is an opportunity for you
and your church to learn more about and be better prepared to answer the cultist at your door, or down your street.

If you wish to know more please send your details on the form below to:
Reachout Trust, 24 Ormond Road, Richmond, Surrey, TW10 6 TH

_______________________________________________

Please send me information on how to become a Reachout Church representative:

Name _____________________________________________________(Mr/Ms/Mrs/Rev)

Church/Fellowship _______________________________________________________

Address_________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________ Post Code_____________________________

Phone___________________________  E-mail ________________________________
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applied to the eternal realms as well as
now. For instance not just to investigate
whether there is family break up on
earth but are we cut off from God’s
Family in eternity. Not just whether
someone is taking advantage of them
and dominating them in this life but are
they also shutting them off from the
road that leads to eternal life? These to
me are if anything more vital issues that
need to be addressed and very rarely
are.

Herein lies the danger of the cult or sect
not just what they do now but what they
do for eternity. The Christadelphians do
not deal with it in their booklet but do
bring out a very interesting conclusion:

When they describe Christadelphians as
a cult, it is because Bible teachings as
explained by Christadelphians are unac-
ceptable to them. It is easier to dismiss
a group by describing them as a threat
to vulnerable members of society, than
address the challenge of their teachings.

A valid point. Do we just ‘call them
names’ because we do not know what
else to do or are we allowing the Holy
Spirit to equip us so that we can show
the dangers of such teachings when ac-
cepted by any member of Society, vul-
nerable or not? That leads us on to
apologetics, which is another issue that
we have been dealing with in the Quar-
terly for a number of issues.    "

* It is not our intention to explain the differences
in this article but literature is available in our
Resource catalogue and on our web site.

to not put the emphasis on what the
group is doing but where it has come
from. Here we have by definition a
group that has decided to break away
from central belief and has created its
own form of worship and belief system.
By very definition, a sect cannot be true
and believe the original truth because it
has moved away from it.

When you put all this together you
come to the only logical answer that
whether you are called a sect or a cult it
does not matter; rather it is what you
are doing and what you believe that
matters and makes the group you be-
long to right or wrong.

If modern usage has made the use of the
word cult a derogatory term and folks
want to call themselves a sect then that
is their right. However as we have often
shown with the Christadelphians in the
past, it is not what they call themselves
that is the issue but what they believe is
the truth and will it lead someone into
an intimate knowledge of Jesus Christ
and assurance of Salvation. Sadly, the
answer is no. *

The Christadelphian booklet outlines
the dangers of cults such as control and
isolation and then shows that they pose
no such threat in this way. The argu-
ment though is the one that is always
put forward by the secular realm, that of
dangers in this life now. Nowhere do
they face the issue that whether a sect or
a cult, worship is in the central defini-
tion and with that an expectation of
knowing someone who will take care of
us eternally and not just in time.

The same arguments such as domina-
tion and emotional pressure need to be

I am often asked at seminars what the
difference is between a sect and a cult.
Along with this, I was recently sent a
Christadelphian publication The Danger
of Cults in which they would admit to
being a sect but not a cult. Maybe the
time has come to put some thoughts
together on this matter.

First, I would like to quote the Concise
Oxford Dictionary definitions:

Sect: body of persons agreed upon reli-
gious doctrines usu. different from
those of an established or orthodox
Church from which they have separated
and usu. having distinctive common
worship.

Cult: system of religious worship esp. as
expressed in ceremonies; devotion or
homage to person or thing.

I suppose I may be old fashioned but I
like to use the two words as they were
originally intended, not the way that
modern usage has determined. When
you do this what you find interesting is
that the word sect is more descriptive of
a group that has moved away from the
original belief than a cult.

The English word cult comes from the
Latin cultus, which means to worship.
This obviously could be used concerning
a Christian Group or a Satanic Group. In
the original meaning, who or what they
are worshipping makes them wrong.
Whenever I use the word cult I do not
use it in a derogatory way but if a group
that is worshipping a person or thing that
is not the living God and is giving alle-
giance to a creed that is not the central
belief system of true Scripture.

The English word sect however is seen

The final part of Anne Hilsdon's testi-
mony, started in Quarterly 61
Thankfully reaching home I went to bed,
hoping to avoid the usual nightmares
that accompanied any rebellious
thoughts I entertained. It was a restless
night and I set off early for my local
library, which had always been a haven

of peace. I’d been criticised in the past
for having the time to read ‘worldly’
books when I surely could have learned
more from the Watchtower publica-
tions. I had once, years ago, burned
dozens of books when told they could
be satanic - they included, I remember,
several Agatha Christie crime novels.

Sitting on a shelf, quite alone, was a
small paper-backed book, which im-
mediately caught my eye. It was an
account by Susan Thorne, a former
Witness, 15 years in the organisation. I
knew very well that this was ‘apostate’
literature and forbidden reading, but I
was past caring. So certain was I of
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years association what my action would
mean. The organisation makes very sure
that former members cannot convey the
truth by holding the threat of disfellow-
shipping over the head of any Witness
who talks to a disassociated one. I am not
alone - there are thousands out there expe-
riencing the same rejection and thousands
whose family lives have been ended on
the whim of a dozen or so old men at the
pinnacle.

The Watchtower magazine of July 15
1992 describes such “dissidents” as
“enemies of God, who are intensely hating
Jehovah.” Witnesses are urged to “hate
them with a complete hatred.” And the
Watchtower of October 1 1994 -
“apostates are so rooted in evil that
wickedness has become an inseparable
part of their nature.” Witnesses are told to
pray to God in the manner of the psalmist
David “Oh that you, oh God, would slay
the wicked one.” In this way, Witnesses
“leave it to Jehovah to exact vengeance.”
I am now one of those to be hated. I am an
apostate, a member of the ‘evil slave
class’ to be shunned at all costs.

Since learning of the false teachings of
the Watchtower organisation, life over
the past year has been a real spiritual
journey of discovery. On referring to
the Bible without Watchtower litera-
ture, I discovered that most of their
doctrines relied on scriptures taken en-
tirely out of context. Understanding that
our Heavenly Father has appointed His
Son to carry our sins not just for the
past, but for the present and future is a
great relief. I could never, I know now,
have earned my salvation no matter
how long I lived. The concept of
‘grace,’ which is missing from the New
World Translation of the Bible, is very
wonderful. The Watchtower deliber-
ately twisted scriptures from the book
of Revelation to convince its members
that the vast majority would never
achieve Heaven to be with their God. I
understand so many things now - above
all that being a Christian gives us free-
dom from heavy chains and a myriad of
regulations. What a comparison with
the Pharisees of Jesus’ time!

Feeling a need to be with other Chris-
tians, finding a place to worship was
not easy. Overcoming the belief that
Satan controlled all churches was a
great mental obstacle. But I have settled
very happily into my local Baptist
church where the service is simple and
hearing voices raised in worship to our
Heavenly Father brings me nearer to

the world on no less than five previous
occasions. A mansion had been built for
the return of the ‘princes’ of the Bible
in 1925 when Abraham, Isaac and Ja-
cob, among others, were expected to re-
turn in the flesh. The idea of the
‘simplified’ literature arrangement had
been purely to avoid paying huge sums of
tax on religious literature. Marley Cole,
author of a popular and much publicised
book about Jehovah’s Witnesses was not,
as we had been encouraged to believe, an
independent author - he had been an elder
for years.

Shock followed shock and when I
thought there could be no more in store,
I was mistaken. Even now, as I pursue
my study of the Watchtower’s false
teachings, something new brings anger.
When the second Watchtower presi-
dent, “Judge” Rutherford ignored and
turned around the teachings of his pre-
decessor - who had modestly accepted
his adherents’ claim that he was in per-
son the ‘faithful and discreet slave’ spo-
ken of by Jesus - and declared that the
Holy Spirit had departed from him and
been replaced by spirit creatures, it
does not take much imagination to re-
alise what is controlling this dreadful
religion. How many times do the scrip-
tures warn Christians to be aware of false
prophets that would arise to deceive
many? Much of my anger is for those
Witnesses who have died unnecessarily
refusing blood transfusions, vaccinations
and organ transplants. Moreover, what of
the thousands who have been tortured,
raped, dispossessed and murdered for
obeying the orders of the Watchtower not
to carry a party political card costing a few
pence?

I knelt and prayed to Jehovah, address-
ing him as Heavenly Father. I opened
up my heart and mind and I challenged
him, if he cared at all about me, to send
me some sign, some message. That
night I slept like a baby, and awoke the
next morning with a joyful heart. I
could have danced, so certain was I that
God did indeed care about me. It was
like having a bright light switched on
after years of fumbling in the gloom -
everything seemed so clear.

The need to resign from this organisa-
tion became urgent. I wrote a long letter
to the elders of my congregation disas-
sociating myself forever. I wrote to
friends in the same vein, telling them
what I had discovered. Finally, I wrote
to my children. To do this brought great
pain. I knew perfectly well from 45

impending doom when God'’ day of
wrath arrived, one more sin was not
going to make any difference. I took the
book home, cradling it like a baby in my
arms.

Completing the book in the small hours,
I was alarmed. This educated, intelligent
woman spoke of finding Jesus Christ -
how many times had I heard this in the
course of my ‘ministry’ work? I was sure
these people were sincere in their belief,
but deluded, of course. There was only
one way of salvation, and that was
through the “Mother” organisation.
However, Susan Thorne was not some
apostate with a grudge against the Society.
I checked the scriptures she quoted in her
book to support the deity of Christ, and I
was very uneasy. The author mentioned a
charity called Reachout Trust but gave no
further details. It seemed these people had
more information about Jehovah's Wit-
nesses and I determined to find them.

It was frustrating - no address, no tele-
phone number. The following day I no-
ticed in the corner of a shop window a
postcard that invited anyone studying
with Jehovah's Witnesses to contact The
Reachout Trust for information. I went
straight home and wrote a somewhat inco-
herent letter, asking for help. In the two
days before I received that first, reassuring
reply, I returned to the library and found a
book by Doug Harris, giving the origins of
the Society and discussing all their doc-
trines from the Bible. I was astonished to
find that Doug Harris was the Director of
the Reachout Trust! So many coincidences
in such a short time.

I read the book again in one sitting,
praying I would be able to disprove what
I learned. I could not. In the space of
three days, I had come to realise that for
45 years I had been deceived, lied to,
manipulated, controlled and humiliated.
I felt very, very sick and in deep shock. I
learned that the organisation deliberately
misquoted from authorities to back up
their doctrines. I learned they were
highly selective in quoting in part from
scholars in order to claim that the New
World Translation of the Bible was the
most pure in existence, when in fact it
was highly slanted and even spurious in
parts. The first president of the Watch-
tower Society had lifted the peculiar
chronology directly from another small
religious sect of the time - then con-
firmed the dates with measurements
taken from the Great Pyramid of Gizza,
which he claimed was of divine origin.
The Society had prophesied the end of
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fruitage, and it is thrilling.

When Jehovah's Witnesses contact you,
please take a few minutes to talk to
them. Only Jesus Christ can offer salva-
tion, but it may be that some day, some-
how, you will be able to reach one of
these. The “good news of the kingdom”
is right here, now.  "

Him. Learning about Jesus Christ and
the real message of the Bible has taken
time - undoing the thought processes of
so many years has not been simple. Nev-
ertheless, to my surprise, my faith in Jesus
Christ and the real message of the Bible is
growing daily. When I pray, I know Jesus
Christ is near, and listening.

Taking a fresh look at the Watchtower's
well-worn use of Matthew chapter 24, I
have learned to wait with patience for
the second coming of our Saviour. Even
the organisation has now taken another
‘tack’ and changed its policies on their
teaching of the ‘generation of 1914.’ A
further “new light from Jehovah,” of

course. I wonder how much longer they
can keep their members in a state of
permanent expectancy?

Much of my life is now over. I try not to
look back, remembering Paul’s words
that what he had lost he counted as gain
for the sake of Christ. But I am bitter.
Life without my family can be empty at
times. This is when I need to pray most
of all. I made no provision for my old
age, which along with thousands of
other Witnesses, I believed I would
never reach. Nevertheless, I have a new
purpose - I am trying, with fellow
Christians, to reach as many of those in
the cults as I can. Already there is

White Knight to
Bishop…

This would seem an appropriate head-
line for Martin Bell’s latest stand. The
white suited crusader who was elected to
parliament as an Independent standing
against corruption will this time stand as
an Independent in Brentwood. He
claims to have had many requests to
stand here because of the Peniel Pente-
costal Church allegedly influencing the
Conservative Association. The Mail on
Sunday reported on October 1 2000 that
some in the Tory party welcomed the
church leader Bishop Michael Reid.

Sitting MP Eric Pickles, who has the
sixth safest Tory seat, has welcomed
Reid as a member of an elite club for
people who give the party more than
£1,000. Church members hold key of-
fices in the Brentwood association –
119 joined shortly before a crucial party
meeting – and 12 have stood unsuccess-
fully, as councillors. Across Essex there
were big swings to the Tories in council
elections this year, but in Brentwood, a
swing against of seven per cent.

There are certainly mixed feelings
amongst the Conservatives as to whether
what has happened is a good or bad
thing and only time will tell if the Brent-
wood voters will ask the ‘White Knight’
to be their MP and sort out what the
majority then would say needed his in-
tervention.

The Mail cites what they feel is evidence

that requires some intervention as fol-
lows:

In videos of sermons obtained by The
Mail on Sunday, he (Michael Reid),
says unemployed Christians should be
left to starve, describes Muslims as ‘vile
people’, urges parents to beat children
if they fail to obey them and lambastes
homosexuals as ‘filthy perverts’. An ex-
church member has given legal aid to
sue Peniel for the effects of alleged
beatings of her three children carried
out in the church school.

Hopefully the General Election and the
court case will be an opportunity for the
facts to be presented so that things may
become a little clearer.

Church Seances
The Fifth Christian Parapsychology
Conference held at Christ Church Col-
lege Cambridge last summer called on
parishes in the Church of England to
hold seances.

The conference is organised by the Fel-
lowship for Psychical and Spiritual
Studies founded in 1953 with one of its
patrons as Dr David Hope, Archbishop
of York.

The organiser Canon Michael Perry
warns against such a move but never-
theless as The Times reported,

David Christi-Murray, a former Har-
row Schoolmaster and Anglican priest,
(called at the conference)... for parishes

to set up a “Christian rescue group”, or
séance, to help the souls of atheists and
others who have “passed over to the
other side”. Such souls… are “lost and
bewildered, in a condition in which they
did not believe in this life and cannot
understand now that they have passed
over into the next”. He will argue that
the dead can communicate with the liv-
ing.

This is another sad example of the non-
Biblical stance taken by members of this
organisation and of course the open invi-
tation to get involved with occult phe-
nomena.

Blood Death
Several newspapers reported that 22-
year-old Jehovah's Witness, Jonathan
James Everett, died after refusing a
blood transfusion. He had been involved
in a road accident in early January and
was taken to Bury General Hospital,
where after an operation he died.

The Bury District Coroner Mr Barrie
Williams indicated that further reports
were being sought on the accident and
the medical cause of death of Jonathan
James Everett. He also wanted to know
if the decision not to take blood products
during the operation contributed to the
death.

It appears that Mr Everett had been a
Jehovah’s Witness for about 12 years
and attended a Kingdom hall in Bolton.
His parents were also Witnesses and a
form was signed giving the consent for
the operation excluding blood and blood
components.

The inquest was adjourned pending the
outcome  of  the  police  and medical  re-

(Continued on page 10)
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Son of God had no ‘beginning of days
or end of life,’ He is eternal.

Verse 3: All things created by Him. The
Word of God offers no exceptions as
the emphasis in this verse shows: ‘apart
from Him nothing came into being.’
Only if you bring human interpreta-
tion to bear can you say that Christ was
created.

Verse 14: Only-begotten. The Greek
word monogenes is contrasted with the
word for born, gennao in verse 13.
Christ is the unique one, not born as
we are but begotten. Begotten can
never mean created.

We don't use the words begetting or
begotten much in modern English, but
everyone still knows what they mean.
To beget is to become the father of: to
create is to make. And the difference is
just this. When you beget, you beget
something of the same kind as yourself.
A man begets human babies, a beaver
begets little beavers, and a bird begets
eggs which turn into little birds. But
when you make, you make something
of a different kind from yourself...
What God begets is God; just as what
man begets is man. What God creates is
not God; just as what man makes is not
man. That is why men are not Sons of
God in the sense that Christ is (C. S.
Lewis, Beyond Personality, 1944,
p.12).

We can only rightly understand the
term ‘the only begotten’ when used of
the Son, in the sense of unoriginated
relationship.

‘The begetting is not an event of time,
however remote, but a fact irrespective
of time. The Christ did not become,
but necessarily and eternally is the Son.
He, a Person, possesses every attribute
of pure Godhood. This necessitates
eternity, absolute being; in this respect
he is not “after” the Father’ (VINE,
Vol.3, p.140) – Witnesses, pp.82/83.

The Watchtower article then ‘trots out’
two of the regular citations they use to
disprove the Trinity. We quote the
paragraph below and in brackets add

Following on from the last issue, we
continue our look at the article The
Changing Face of Christianity that ap-
peared in The Watchtower 1 June 2000.
We start with the following quote.

But by the third century, certain influ-
ential clerics, enamored of the trinitar-
ian teaching of pagan Greek philosopher
Plato, began recasting God to fit the
Trinitarian formula. In the following
centuries, this doctrine unscripturally
elevated Jesus to equality with Jehovah
and made God's holy spirit, or active
force, into a person. – p.5.

We would need a book to answer this
paragraph but let me again reproduce a
few paragraphs from my book Jehovah's
Witnesses – their beliefs and practices
(Witnesses) to enable you to begin to
answer such a blasphemous statement.
However, the Witness at your door
would not be knowingly sharing blas-
phemy they would believe these state-
ments to be true and so we need to
lovingly help them - not condemn them.

The fact that the Trinity ‘dogma’ was
not written down until the fourth cen-
tury is true. The reason, though, is not
that it was only invented then but that
this truth, believed and taught in the
early church, came under severe attack
at that time. The truth had not been
questioned so fiercely before and ad
never needed to be defined ‘on paper.’
Now Christians wanted everyone to
know what they believed. This aspect is
dealt with in more detail in Why Should
you Believe ‘Should you Believe in the
Trinity’. – Witnesses, pp.281/2

There are also several Scriptures that
clearly deny the position the Society
take, even the context of their pet Scrip-
ture John 1:1.

Verse 1: ‘In the beginning,’ the Greek
phrase for this is the same as the Greek
translation (Septuagint) for Genesis 1:1.
When the beginning begun God was
there and now when the beginning be-
gun the Word, Christ was there. Neither
of them created and both in existence
before any creation took place. Hebrews
7:3, even in the NWT shows that the

WATCH THE TOWER

the parts of the quote they miss out.

Concerning the church's adoption of
the pagan concept of the Trinity, the
New Catholic Encyclopedia says: " [It
is difficult, in the second half of the
20th century to offer a clear, objec-
tive, and straightforward account of
the... Trinity... Among the Apostolic
Fathers, Clement of Rome... in the
final decade of the 1st century, bears
witness to God the Father, to the Son,
to the Spirit... From what has been
seen thus far, the impression could
arise that the Trinitarian dogma is in
the last analysis a late 4th century
invention. In a sense, this is true; but
it implies an extremely strict inter-
pretation on the key words Trinitar-
ian and dogma.] The formulation 'one
God in three Persons' was not solidly
established, certainly not fully assimi-
lated into Christian life and its profes-
sion of faith, prior to the end of the 4th
century. But it is precisely this formula-
tion that has first claim to the title the
Trinitarian dogma. Among the Apos-
tolic Fathers, there had been nothing
even remotely approaching such a
mentality or perspective."

Similarly, The Encyclopedia Ameri-
cana says: "Fourth century Trinitari-
anism did not reflect accurately early
Christian teaching regarding the na-
ture of God; it was, on the contrary, a
deviation from this teaching. [... The
alleged fact that Jesus died for our
sins, and thus guarded us against the
effects of the wrath of God, is cate-
gorically denied. To believe that Je-
sus' death did have this result would
be to cast an aspersion on God's
character... Moreover, man should
not, Unitarians believe, accept such
an offer on the part of Jesus...]"

What is also dishonest about the above
quote is that the Society omits to tell
their readers that it comes from an arti-
cle on “Unitarianism.” Unitarians deny
both the deity of Christ and that Christ
died for our sins.

Having dealt with the name of God and
the Trinity the article next turns its
attention to the immortal soul or not as

2001/1
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nowhere expressly taught in Holy Scrip-
ture. [... It is the Psalmist's implicit
faith in God's omnipotence and om-
nipresence that leads him to the hope
of immortality.]"

To be continued.

GET PRAYING

The 2001 Jehovah's Witness Conven-
tions will probably be held in the follow-
ing locations. Get praying!

June 8-10: Jersey
June 15-17: Newcastle & Portsmouth
June 22-24: Coventry and Plymouth
June 29-July 1 Cardiff and Leeds
July 6-8 Manchester, Perth and Wolver-
hampton
July 13-15 Nottingham
July 20-22 Brighton, Crystal Palace and
Norwich
July 27-28 Twickenham.

PROPER - GANDA?

Awake! 22 June 2000 contained an arti-
cle entitled Do Not be a Victim of Pro-
paganda. It contains one of those quotes,
which the writer must put on paper with
his tongue in cheek.

“However, we do not want to be so
narrow that we refuse to consider facts
that can improve our thinking. How
can we find the right balance? By adopt-
ing a standard with which to measure
new information. Here a Christian has a
source of great wisdom. He has the
Bible as a sure guide for his thinking.
On one hand, his mind is open, that is,
receptive to new information. He prop-
erly weighs such new information
against the Bible standard and fits what
is true into his pattern of thinking. On
the  other  hand,  his mind sees the
dan-ger of information that is entirely
inconsistent with his Bible-based values.
pp.9/10.

If the Watchtower Society really ful-
filled the letter of that paragraph there
would be very few Witnesses still at-
tending the Kingdom Hall. They would
have discovered that their Society does
not match up to such investigation.

BIBLE READING
In the same vain The Watchtower 1
October 2000 carried a study article en-
titled Bible Reading – Profitable and
Pleasurable. For once, I pray that every
Jehovah's Witness paid close attention to

(Continued on page 10)

realistic by asking the vital question -
what does the word ‘resurrection’ actu-
ally mean?

Resurrection is a key teaching in Scrip-
ture because it is the confirmation of
what Jesus Christ accomplished at Cal-
vary (see Acts 1:22 and 4:33)

1 Corinthians 15:35-53 - Physical
bodies will put on incorruption and im-
mortality. Paul taught that in the resur-
rection our bodies would be raised in-
corruptible and immortal. There may be
a time lapse between the death of the
mortal body and the resurrection of that
same body but this is what Scripture
teaches.

John 5:28, 29 - These verses are very
clear in what they teach. Verse 24 has
already shown that those who truly be-
lieve have already passed into eternal
life and do not have to go through
judgement. Those who do not have this
life will have the judgement spoken of
in verse 29. Also note Hebrews 9:27 -
men die once and then comes the judge-
ment. There is no teaching of a resur-
rection to a second chance.

1 Peter 1:23 also talks about that which
is imperishable or incorruptible. Greek
scholar W.E.Vine says of this word,
“not liable to corruption or decay.” This
is something, which will not rot, or
decay and must have a future in the
resurrection, as it cannot pass out of
existence.

Lazarus was going to die again – this
was not his final resurrection. He was
brought back to life here and was not at
this point moving on to his eternal re-
ward. Scripture however shows that
there is a resurrection to an incorrupt-
ible and immortal life and no matter
how much the Watchtower Society
wants to put a smokescreen over it, they
cannot deny what Scriptures says.

Then we have a further infamous mis-
quote:

What, then, is the source of the immor-
tal soul theory? The Westminster Dic-
tionary of Christian Theology says that
the concept "owes more to Greek phi-
losophy than to biblical revelation."
The Jewish Encyclopedia explains:
"The belief that the soul continues its
existence after the dissolution of the
body is a matter of philosophical or
theological speculation rather than of
simple faith, and is accordingly

they believe.

It is commonly believed today that hu-
mans have an immortal soul that sur-
vives the death of the body. But did you
know that this church teaching was also
a later addition? Jesus affirmed the Bib-
lical truth that the dead "are conscious
of nothing at all," that they are asleep, as
it were. (Ecclesiastes 9:5; John 11:11-13)
Life would be restored by means of a
resurrection - 'a standing up again' from
the sleep of death. (John 5:28, 29) An
immortal soul, if it existed, would need
no resurrection, since immortality pre-
cludes death. Jesus even demonstrated
the Biblical teaching of the resurrection
by raising people from the dead. Take
the example of Lazarus, who was dead
for four days. When Jesus resurrected
him, Lazarus came out from the tomb a
living, breathing human. No immortal
soul slipped back from heavenly bliss
into his body when Lazarus awoke from
the dead. If that were the case, Jesus
would hardly have done him a favor by
resurrecting him! John 11:39, 43, 44.

Let us look at these scriptures first.

John 11:11-13 in no way shows that the
dead know nothing at all. It does not
comment on what Lazarus was feeling
when he was dead and so no assump-
tions can be made. But what about Ec-
clesiastes 9:5? This obviously also does
not back up the statement that Jesus
affirmed this position but just what does
it say?

This verse is dealing with reward and
comparing what the living and dead
know. The living know that they will die
but for the dead it is too late and all they
are aware of is that they are dead – they
do not know of anything about when
they were alive – it is too late to make
any changes or affect the future. They no
longer have a reward from this life and
they do not have a portion in this life.
There is nothing in these verses to even
begin to indicate the simple fact that the
dead are not conscious they are simply
not conscious of the life they lived pre-
viously.

We then come to the argument that if
Lazarus was in immortal bliss Jesus
would not have done him a favour in
resurrecting him. That the Society can
base their view that the immortal soul is
unbiblical on such a ridiculous humanis-
tic argument shows where the thinking
comes from. Let us be a little more
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reason or the Bible. The following are
extracts from just the first few para-
graphs of the Instructions for the Dis-
cussions used by every missionary.

Your goal is to help investigators be-
come converted by the Spirit...To do
this you must help them feel and recog-
nise the influence of the Spirit.  As they
feel the Spirit, you will be able to help
them make and keep the commitments
that lead to conversion and baptism.

First you prepare the investigators to
feel and recognise the Spirit.  When
they feel the Spirit, invite them to
make a specific commitment.

...help them feel you are interested in
their good.  As they feel greater trust in
you, they will feel greater confidence in
what you teach them...building a rela-
tionship of trust must be a constant
concern.

When you use the scriptures in your
teaching...Help the investigators under-
stand the context and meaning of
[them]. Use them to promote spiritual
feelings, not to prove a point.

Great emphasis is placed on the
promises of Mormon scripture that truth
is confirmed through feelings. First
through Moroni's promise:

And when ye shall receive these things,
I would exhort you that ye would ask
God, the Eternal Father, in the name
of Christ, if these things are not true;
and if ye shall ask with a sincere heart,
with real intent, having faith in Christ,
he will manifest the truth of it unto
you, by the power of the Holy Ghost. -
Moroni 10:4, (emphasis added)

And also through other “restoration”
texts, including these words uttered by
Joseph Smith to Oliver Cowdrey:

But behold, I say unto you, that you
must study it out in your mind; then
you must ask me if it be right, and if it
is right I will cause your bosom to burn
within you; therefore you shall feel that
it is right.

But if it be not right  you shall have no

The Gift of the Holy Ghost; Obedience.
(commitment, set a date for baptism
[that was quick wasn’t it?] )

Discussion
The Restoration - Apostasy; Restora-
tion; The True Church; Church Mem-
bership. (commitment, Attend a Sacra-
ment [Communion, Eucharist, Lord's
table] Meeting)

Discussion
Eternal Progression - The Mormon
Plan of Salvation covering Pre-mortal
Existence and Eternal Progression;
Work for the Dead; the idea of the
Eternal Family; Chastity and the Word
of Wisdom. (Commitment, Live the
law of chastity and live the Word of
Wisdom)

Discussion
Living a Christ-like Life - Keeping the
Commandments; the idea that Sacrifice
brings Blessing; Fasting; Tithing and
Giving. (commitment, Pay Tithing)

Discussion
Membership in the Kingdom -
Christ's part in God’s plan; Exaltation
through Christ and His Church; The
3-fold Mission of the Mormon Church,
Perfecting the Saints; Proclaiming the
Gospel; Redeeming the Dead; Enduring
to the End. (commitment, Be an active
member of the Church and help fulfil its
mission)

INSTRUCTIONS TO
MISSIONARIES

In preparing to teach this message Mor-
mon missionaries are instructed to
evoke feelings of trust and confidence
in their investigators, building strong
ties of affinity with them. The emphasis
is on making them feel good about the
messenger and the method rather than
exercising judgement as they investi-
gate the message of Mormonism. Al-
though scripture is used in the discus-
sions the aim is to convert your listener
by the strength of your conviction
[testimony] rather than by any appeal to

THE MESSAGE OF
MORMONISM

In the previous issue we looked at the
do's and don’ts of meeting with Mor-
mons and how to confidently witness to
them. Many will be aware of The
Changing World of Mormonism,1 as it
has been so succinctly described. We
have often commented on the Mormon
Church's continued quest to establish in
people's minds an image of acceptance,
even orthodoxy, by changing their im-
age. In this they have been very success-
ful, as witnessed by the fact that these
days we are often met with the question
“Is the Mormon Church a cult then?”
Whilst the image of Mormonism has
radically changed, the message of Mor-
monism remains essentially the same.
Some sixty thousand missionaries take
that message to our friends and neigh-
bours today and in this and future issues
we will look at the message they bring,
how they present it, and what might be
our response. The following is comment
on the Missionary Discussions issued by
the Mormon Church, copyright 1986,
obtained from a former missionary who
used them in the mission field in the
early 1990's.

The Uniform System for Teaching the
Gospel is a set of discussions that the
Mormons at your door will want to go
through with you. All six are routinely
covered within two weeks of regular
visits, although they can occasionally
take longer. It presents the essentials of
their message in six lessons, each ac-
companied by a commitment on the part
of the ‘investigator’ (person looking into
the Mormon Church), covering:

Discussion
The Plan of our Heavenly Father - in
which the investigator is introduced to
the idea of prophets who reveal God's
plan; Joseph Smith; Restoration; the
Book of Mormon; The Holy Ghost and
Moroni's promise. (commitment, read
and pray about the Book of Mormon)

Discussion
The Gospel of Jesus Christ - LDS
teaching on Faith; Repentance; Baptism;
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power; (4) the witness of the Spirit
working in people's lives. We are
solemnly cautioned that to ignore such
great salvation is to risk punishment, and
urged to pay careful attention to such
testimony.

Christians are prone to emphasise one of
these proofs over the others, as wit-
nessed in the rallying cry of some of
Sola Scriptura, and, on the other hand,
in the current emphasis in the church on
signs and miracles. There is always this
danger and we should recognise that
without the working of the Spirit in our
lives the Bible becomes just another
book, Jesus just another Saint, miracles
just an interesting phenomenon. How-
ever, with only our feelings to go on we
could end up anywhere, and this ministry
is solemn witness to the fact that many
do. What if my heart disagrees with the
other proofs? What if Jesus has said it,
his disciples confirmed it, and yet we
don’t ‘feel’ it is right? Surely it seems
reasonable to expect that none of these
‘proofs’ given by God will contradict
each other. Indeed the personal inspira-
tion so cherished of Mormons, if it is
from God, will serve to confirm all other
testimonies God has given. Experience
has taught us that the Mormon testimony
is often at odds with what God has al-
ready revealed demonstrating that Mor-
mon teaching seeks not to supplement,
as they would have us believe, but to
supplant God's revelation in his Son, in
Scripture and in the working of his
Spirit. The tragic consequence of such a
wholly subjective testimony is illustrated
in the words of one of our correspon-
dents:

My testimony is unlikely to be knocked
by any evidence you present. I don't say
that to be closed minded, arrogant or
complacent, but because the kind of
evidence you present is not relevant to
my testimony. As you know, the LDS
Church stands or falls on the doctrine
of personal revelation.

This person was very sincere and honest
in his correspondence and, no doubt, felt
that his sincerity carried the force of
testimony we have already discussed. In
emphasising personal revelation he dis-
counted all other proofs graciously pro-
vided by God. The evidence we pre-
sented, and which he declared irrelevant,
was the testimony of scripture. How can
that be not relevant to a believer's testi-
mony? The attitude seems to be, “I don't
care what scripture says, I know in my

ten be a fast and testimony meeting to
which they will be invited. Much of this
meeting is taken up with members giv-
ing testimony to their faith, just as the
missionaries have done in the home,
thus reinforcing both the message and
the method of confirming it, i.e.
through feelings. On these occasions
the typical testimony will confirm that
Joseph Smith was a prophet, the Book
of Mormon is true, the Mormon Church
is the only true church, and is led by a
living prophet today. Although personal
stories inevitably vary these elements
are almost invariably in there and again
confirm the message of the missionar-
ies.2

Testimony, then, is a key element of
Mormon belief and teaching and if we
are to challenge the Mormon message
we must answer the question , where is
doctrine to be found? How do we know
that what we believe is consonant with
the faith once for all delivered?

It is certainly true that “no one knows
the thoughts of God except the Spirit of
God,” and those who understand what
God has freely given us only have that
understanding because they have re-
ceived the Spirit, who is from God (1
Cor.2:11-12). It is “God who said, ‘let
the light shine out of darkness,’ [who]
made his light shine in our hearts to
give us the light of the knowledge of the
Glory of God in the face of Christ.” We
cannot know, then, unless God in his
mercy shows us. But how does he show
us? The writer to the Hebrews declares:

We must pay more careful attention,
therefore, to what we have heard, so
that we do not drift away. For if the
message spoken by angels was binding,
and every violation and disobedience
received its just punishment, how shall
we escape if we ignore such a great
salvation?

This salvation which was first an-
nounced by the Lord, was confirmed to
us by those who heard him. God also
testified to it by signs and various mira-
cles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit dis-
tributed according to his will.
(Heb.2:1-4)

Here we have four key proofs confirm-
ing the message of God to men. (1) The
words of Jesus; (2) the confirming re-
ports of his close followers [see the
qualifications for an apostle in Acts
1:21-22]; (3) the testimony of God him-
self by a demonstration of divine

such feelings, but you shall have a
stupour (sic) of thought that shall cause
you to forget the thing which is wrong;
- D&C 9:9, (emphasis added)

Making your investigator feel good
about your visits, your character, your
sincerity, becomes paramount, and
statements like “I wouldn't have come
3,000 miles to share this with you today
if I didn't really believe it was true” are
designed to impress the investigator
with a sense of sincerity and authentic-
ity. In the last issue we pointed out that
they believe their testimony is spiritu-
ally powerful, and will bear their testi-
mony when they are in a corner or when
they feel it is an appropriate moment,
e.g. to testify to key points in the Mor-
mon story, or if an investigator shows
signs of warming to their message. At
these times they might challenge the
investigator to express their own feel-
ings by asking “Do you feel the Spirit
too?” Remember the instruction to mis-
sionaries:

First you prepare the investigators to
feel and recognise the Spirit.  When
they feel the Spirit, invite them to
make a specific commitment.

They expect testimony to have a pro-
found effect on the listener and have no
doubt that it is testimony that convinces
people more than reason or evidence.

This is clearly illustrated in a February
1998 sermon given by Mormon Apos-
tle, Boyd K Packer. Speaking to young
Mormons of those who criticise the
Mormon Church he states:

Never feel inadequate and unsettled
because you cannot explain them
[Mormon doctrines] to the satisfaction
of all who might enquire of you. Do
not be ill at ease or uncomfortable
because you can give little more than
your conviction. - Ensign, April 1998.

Ending the address with the inevitable
testimony he urges his listeners to do
the same and ignore the mountain of
evidence that militates against the Mor-
mon faith. He suggests that perhaps
someone will be impressed by the sin-
cerity of the testifying Mormon and
come to the same conviction, not by the
weight of evidence but by the force of
sincerity.

When an investigator meets the com-
mitment of the third discussion, i.e. to
attend a Sacrament meeting, it will of-
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the confirming activity of God (Heb.
2:4).

“…that in the mouth of two or three
witnesses every word may be estab-
lished.” (Matt.18:16)

1 Title of a book by Jerald & Sandra
Tanner
2 For a flavour of how this works see
Mormonism, A Gold-Plated Religion,
page 19, First Contact. This tells the
story of the typical investigator’s first
experience of the Mormon Church.   "

that we are in the truth. What does he
mean by that? In 1 John 5:13 he writes:

“I write these things to you who believe
in the name of the Son of God so that
you may know that you have eternal
life.”

“But John, I don't feel as if I have
eternal life!”

“You have it. However you may feel.”

“But John, I don’t feel worthy of eter-
nal life.”

“You are not worthy of eternal life. It is
a gift from God (Rom. 6:23). It doesn't
matter how you feel. You see your heart
can deceive you, but God is greater than
your heart and has confirmed his truth,
the message of grace, in many ways, all
of which tell you that you who believe
have eternal life.”

“How can I be sure if my heart tells me
otherwise?”

You have my word on it (1 John 1:1-4);
You have the word of Jesus on it (John
4:24); You have the evidence of your
changed life (1 John 2:5); and you have

heart…” But this is not God’s way. His
way is, “I know in my heart and his word
and works confirm it.”

John tells us that our hearts alone are not
reliable for they can condemn us. “But
God is greater than our hearts” (1 John
3:20). He tells us that when our hearts do
condemn us we can set them at rest in
God’s presence by confirming that we
belong to the truth (v.19). How do we
confirm that we belong to the truth when
we can't look to our hearts for this con-
firmation? We confirm the truth by (1)
heeding the message we heard from the
beginning (1 John 1:1-5; 2:7; 3:11); (2)
having in us the testimony of Jesus (4:2);
(3) by the power of the Spirit (3:24); and
(4) by the outworking and evidence of
these things in our lives (2:14). All
God's proofs work together to confirm
the truth.

Does God answer prayer? Of course he
does. Does he answer by means of feel-
ings? Yes! Can we rely on God’s an-
swers? Yes. Can we rely alone on our
feelings? No! John has already said that
our hearts can condemn us and that we
should not rely on them alone to confirm

WATCH THE TOWER
the article because it really did major on
reading the Bible by itself. At one point
it even quoted and developed a point
Charles Taze Russell made,

One might add that the reading of many
books published today is not only weari-
some to the flesh but, frankly, danger-
ous to the mind. So it is important to be
selective. In addition to reading our
Bible study publications, we need to
read the Bible itself. The founding edi-
tor of this magazine wrote to its readers:
“Never forget that the Bible is our Stan-
dard and that however God-given our
helps may be they are ‘helps’ and not
substitutes for the Bible.” Hence, while
not neglecting Bible-based publications,
we need to read the Bible itself.

MARRY?
Several times in the past, the Watch-
tower Society has strongly recom-
mended that married couples do not
have children because Armageddon was
just round the corner. Since they have
stopped fixing dates for Armageddon
they cannot do this anymore but they use
other means of putting pressure on cou-

(Continued from page 7) ples.

Other couples who have the ability to
produce offspring decide not to do so.
Such couples do not remain childless
because they shirk responsibility or are
afraid to meet the challenges of parent-
hood. Rather, they have determined to
give their full attention to different
avenues of full-time ministry that the
rearing of children would not allow.
Some serve as missionaries. Others
serve Jehovah in the travelling work or
at Bethel. – The Watchtower 1 August
2000, p.21.

 OTHER RELIGIONS?
One final amazing quote:

Sincere people who are searching for
the truth do well to consider carefully
what they hear from different religions.
In time, God will bless honesthearted
individuals who seek the truth. – The
Watchtower 15 October 2000, p.9   """"

IN THE NEWS
ports.

Once again we have the sad situation
of a life lost that might have been
saved because the Watchtower Soci-
ety insists on following a rule that has
nothing to do with the God of the
Bible.     "

(Continued from page 5)



 Spring 2001                                                                                        Page 11 - Reachout Quarterly

Mark Noll in his book The Scandal of
the Evangelical Mind states:

By an evangelical “Life in the mind” I
mean more the effort to think like a
Christian  - to think within a specifically
Christian framework - across the whole
spectrum of modern learning ... and the
arts. - p.7, 1994.

During a Bible class discussion on the
programme, Buffy the Vampire Slayer, I
was asked, ‘Is it not only entertain-
ment?’ The questioner assumed enter-
tainment was a neutral entity, which car-
ries no messages or agendas. An as-
sumption which should be challenged,
not only among the young , but among
older viewers of soap operas.

Buffy is part of SC-FI/fantasy TV re-
naissance. In the early 1970’s there were
programmes like Dr Who, Star Trek, The
Tomorrow People, Tarot-Ace of Wands
and Saphire and Steel. There was then a
lull till the mid 1980’s when

Star Trek - The Next Generation, Baby-
lon 5 and The X-Files launched a resur-
gence, both on TV and the cinema. So,
where does Buffy fit into this?

HISTORY
In 1992 a film starring Kirsty Swanson,
entitled, Buffy the Vampire Slayer was
released. It promptly disappeared into
oblivion. Its creator, Joss Whedon then
developed it into a TV series with Sarah
Michelle Gellar in the lead role and was
first screened in 1997. Under Whedon’s
supervision Buffy has developed into
cult viewing.

As well as a number of novels, an off-
shoot series called Angel has developed.

STORY
Buffy is part of a lineage. Each genera-
tion has one girl in the world who is born
with the strength and the skill to hunt
and slay vampires and demons. The
slayer is found, trained and guided by a
Watcher. Buffy is this generation’s
slayer.

However, this view is contradicted in
Season 3 when another slayer, Faith puts
in an appearance, in an episode called,
Faith, Hope & Trick.

Buffy faces many opponents. She con-

They are taken as fantasy entertain-
ment. But they do encourage people to
think about different forms of spiritu-
ality.

Also, the Pagan Federation deals with
about 100 youngsters, mainly between
14 to 18 wanting to become witches.
The challenge from the Pagan Federa-
tion is that as Christians we have failed
to satisfy the demand for spirituality in
the young. (See BBC News Online, 4
August 2000.)

A subtler problem is the subjectivity of
Buffy’s morality. Like many modern
heroes, Buffy’s motives may be differ-
ent from her opponents, but her meth-
ods are often similar. In relation to
Angel, she is apparently willing to ig-
nore or condone his evil, because of her
love for him. In Season 3, throughout
the episodes Beauty and the Beasts,
Thrill of the Hunt, Band Candy and
Revelations, Buffy keeps Angel’s re-
turn secret from her friends, even
though she suspects him of murder.

In this she simply reflects the subjectiv-
ity of modern life. Her actions seem to
be based on her flexible preferences of
right and wrong, rather than on
“...objective moral truths.”

Colson states that Christian efforts in
the political/social arena are

... reactive rather than proactive,
largely because we have failed to con-
front the underlying worldview as-
sumptions. Colson, Charles, How Now
Shall We Live, 2000, pp.318/319.

It is at this level of worldview that
Buffy is at its most challenging and
serious.

WORLDVIEW
Rupert Giles, Buffy’s Watcher states:

This world is older than any of you
know, and contrary to popular mythol-
ogy, it did not begin in paradise. For
untold aeons, demons walked the
earth, made it their home... In time...
the demons lost their purchase on real-
ity and the way was made.. for man. -
Buffy.Com Web Site

fronts a series of nasty and powerful
witches, vampires, demons and assorted
un-dead disturbers of the peace in Sun-
nydale.

In Season 4 in an episode called, Where
the Wild things Are, Buffy and com-
pany have to do battle with the spirits of
children from the 1950’s  who have
returned to avenge past abuses. Also in
Season 4 in an episode entitled
Primeval Buffy is forced to stop the
possibility of a human/demon hybrid
master race.

THEMES
There are standard themes running
through the Seasons. These include
possession, murder, Buffy’s struggle
with her destiny as a slayer and her
relationships with those around her. A
key relationship is between Buffy and
Angel. Angel, a vampire, who has his
soul restored to him because of a gypsy
curse, has been responsible for much
death and carnage under his previous
guise as Angelus. After beginning a
sexual relationship with him, she is
forced to send him to hell after he re-
verts to his previous incarnation as An-
gelus. Angel does return.

Other themes include clairvoyance and
telepathy. Also, Willow, one of Buffy’s
friends, practises Witchcraft, studies
Paganism and Wicca.

ASSESSMENT
The most positive aspect of Buffy is the
strength of the relationships between
the key characters. Despite each of their
failings and periodic disloyalties they
remain good friends. They learn to sup-
port, protect and encourage each other.
Despite being fiction, maybe these are
principles we as Christians  could emu-
late.

However, for the Christian Buffy does
present problems at a number of levels.
Initially, there is the glorification and
acceptance of violence in the battle
against evil. The affirmation of Occult
practices and the promotion of
Witchcraft in mainstream entertainment
can lead  young people to look for
answers in a cul-de-sac.

The Pagan Federation’s Steve Paine,
talking about Buffy and Sabrina the
Teenage Witch, is reported as  saying,
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BUFFY
This statement openly challenges, God’s
Eden, the special creation and fall of
man, then his ultimate need for salvation
through Christ. As with many religions,
Buffy would have us believe Humanity
is the only source of their own salvation.
Also, Mankind is simply an accident of
evolution, or the result of careless
demons.

With each sentence God and His Truth
are denied. However, our response to
this challenge should not simply be reac-

(Continued from page 11) tionary, ban it!

Mark Noll suggests that;

The effort to think like a Christian is
rather an effort to take seriously the
sovereignty of God over the world he
created... over the world he died to re-
deem... - The Scandal of the Evangelical
Mind, p.253

As Christians we need to spend time
studying and applying God’s Truth, so
we can, with wisdom, answer the ques-
tions programmes like these fail to an-
swer. Also to tackle the questions people
are asking and respond to the challenge

that we are failing to satisfy the demand
for spirituality among young people.

We also need to pray for and support
people who are involved or indeed want
to be involved in the Arts. This could
result in quality entertainment being de-
veloped for TV, cinema or literature
that presents a Christian view of the
world.  "

The Church
As we continue this series on apologet-
ics we come to what must be one of the
most controversial and divisive doc-
trines in the Christian faith. Perhaps that
is why so many avoid the subject, except
when they speak of it in the most general
terms. Most Christians are quite com-
fortable with the idea of the church tri-
umphant, the final and complete picture
of the church in heaven. However the
idea of the church militant, the church as
it is now on earth, presents apparently
insuperable problems and so we fudge
the issue and settle for the idea of the
church invisible, that is all Christians in
all places and at all times whether here
or gone to glory and, most importantly,
known only to God. Of course this is a
good definition for the church certainly
comprises all, whenever or wherever,
who have and will yet put their trust in
Christ, become born again into his king-
dom.

However, in relation to the cults it will
not do simply to think of ‘you in your
small corner, and me in mine.’ There is
to a Mormon or Jehovah’s Witness a
clear and definable, if incorrect, picture
of church, and if we believe, as scripture
teaches, that “Christ loved the church
and gave himself up for her” we should
be able to define the object of his love
and invite those in error to enter with us
into that love.

The first thing that might be said about
church is that Christ did not die for a
building. We have so often heard it said
that the church is the people and not the

building and we believe that. Yet we still
refer to “the church on the corner” and
speak of “going to church.” These con-
ventions, not to mention buildings, are
useful as long as we don’t allow them to
mislead us and, more importantly, mis-
lead those to whom we have a responsi-
bility to give a clear picture of church.

INSTITUTION

The second thing to be said is that Christ
did not die for an institution. Christians,
of necessity, need to organise them-
selves and so we have church organisa-
tions. We need to have some form of
government and order so we choose
leaders, hopefully by inspiration of the
Spirit, who will teach and counsel. In-
evitably out of this organising activity
institutions grow, which is good and
helpful so long as the institution serves
the church and not the church the institu-
tion.

One of our contacts, after years of study
with Jehovah's Witnesses, refused bap-
tism because he disputed the wording of
the baptism formula - “in the name of
the Father, the Son, and God’s Spirit-
led organisation.” He knew that Bible
baptism is in the name of the Father, the
Son and the Spirit, or in the name of
Christ, and this tells us an important
principle with regards to the Christian
life - it begins with a change in our
relationship with the triune God, for we
are baptised into God and not into an
organisation.

At Pentecost, when the conscience-
struck people cried, “Brothers, what
shall we do?” Peter’s reply was, “Repent

and be baptised, every one of you, in
the name of Jesus Christ for the forgive-
ness of your sins and you will receive
the gift of the Holy Spirit.” (Acts 2:38).
Repentance is a turning to God in gen-
uine sorrow for sin, baptism is into, or
“in the name of” Christ, who is God.

After listing all the marvellous spiritual
blessings we enjoy in Christ in Eph-
esians chapter 1 the apostle Paul wrote,

And you also were included in Christ
when you heard the word of truth, the
gospel of your salvation. Having be-
lieved, you were marked with a seal,
the promised Holy Spirit… v.13.

All so sealed, we are told, are added to
the number of believers, those who are
being saved (Acts 2:47). This ‘number
of believers’ is the church which is
made up of “living stones” for,

As you come to him, the living Stone -
rejected by men but chosen by God
and precious to him - you also, like
living stones, are being built into a
spiritual house… - 1 Peter 2:4-5.

 Paul also reminds us that we are
“God’s building”; that we are “God’s
temple, and that God’s Spirit lives in
[us]” (1 Cor. 3:9 & 16).

This it is that identifies the church, not
an organisation but an organism; not a
structure but a body; not marked by
offices and hierarchies but by the life of
the Spirit in true believers. The church
has the Spirit to lead us into all truth.

QUESTION

The obvious question for a Mormon or
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Jehovah’s Witness or indeed the ‘man in
the street’ to ask is, “If that is true why is
there so much division? Why don’t we
see in ‘Christendom’ the fruits of such
an intimate relationship?” Such a ques-
tion could only come from someone who
thinks in terms of rigid structures and
formalistic religion. In his book I Be-
lieve in the Church David Watson wrote,

Those who have recently declared
that…the church is redundant…must
know little of the God of history, the
God who raised Jesus back to life, and
the God who is able to work through
human suffering and sin to reveal his
reality to the world.

In Ephesians we read:

And he gave some to be apostles, some
to be prophets, some to be evangelists,
and some to be pastors and teachers
to prepare God's people to works of
service, so that the body of Christ may
be built up until we reach unity in the
faith and in the knowledge of the Son of
God and become mature, attaining to
the whole measure of the fulness of
Christ. - Ephesians 4:11-14

Now what will the church look like
“until we reach a unity of the faith?”
Unity is not something that falls out of
heaven into our laps. It is something that
develops as we give ourselves to “works
of service” and apply ourselves to the
apostle's teaching (Acts 2:42) “so that
the body of Christ (the church) may be
built up until we all reach a unity of the
faith.”

Of course there is no room for compla-
cency and every right-thinking Christian
seeks that maturity in the church. But
since the church is living stones and not
Portland stone, and since we are “being
built into a spiritual house” there is need
for grace as we become what we are
destined to be.

Consider the biblical precedent for such
a view of the church - Israel, God’s
chosen people. When you read the ac-
count of God’s dealings with them they
often looked like anything but the elect
of God. Consider the account at the time
of the judges when “everyone did as he
saw fit.” Or the time when Eli’s sons
showed contempt for the Lord’s offer-
ing. Or the times when Israel had to be
punished for following other gods and
worshipping in the high places.

Think of Samson who went straight from
a brothel to do the work of a judge

amongst God’s people. Or Saul who,
with bitterness in his heart and evil
intent, nevertheless could not help but
prophecy along with the prophets of
Israel. Consider further the dividing of
the kingdom and the warring factions
within Israel. Good times, bad times,
Israel never stopped being Israel - and
the church never stops being the
church.

Archbishop William Temple observed:

What we must completely get away
from is the notion that the world as it
now exists is a rational whole; we must
think of its unity not by the analogy of
a picture, of which all parts exist at
once, but by the analogy of a drama,
where, if it is good enough, the full
meaning of the first scene only be-
comes apparent with the final curtain;
and we are in the middle of this. Con-
sequently the world as we see it is
strictly unintelligible. We can only
have faith that it will become intelligi-
ble when the divine purpose, which is
the explanation of it, is accomplished.
- F. A. Iremonger, William Temple,
London 1948, p.22.

What Archbishop Temple said of the
world might be said of the church in
the world. It is a drama, in process, and
the full meaning will indeed become
apparent with the final curtain. Mean-
while we must recognise what we are
in the middle of, and to what end it is
taking us. Of course we do live in
‘interesting times,’ as the Chinese
proverb has it. Times that test us and
prove us. Much is not right and we
need to be vigilant in declaring truth,
correcting error, seeking to know more
intimately the mind and will of God,
and becoming what we ought. For this
we have scripture, and it is important
to recognise that,

all scripture is God-breathed and is
useful for teaching, rebuking, correct-
ing and training in righteousness, so
that the man of God may be thor-
oughly equipped for every good work -
2 Timothy 3:16

Also we have the indwelling Spirit who
gives life (2 Cor.3:6); helps us in our
weakness (Rom.8:26); helps us bear
fruit (Gal.5:22); and will guide us into
all truth (John 16:13). But we must
trust that the builing work continues
and that God’s plan for his church,
despite the dire pronouncements of

those who would write us off and start
afresh, continues apace.

For it is His church and His work and

He who began a good work in [us] will
carry it on to completion until the day
of Christ Jesus - Philippians 1:6.     "

LEADER
 or phone Derek on 020 8332 7785

We were down on our usual numbers in
2000 and this was another reason why
we were questioning carrying on. Al-
though numbers do not affect the qual-
ity please can we make 2001 the biggest
ever convention. Invite as many people
as you can to travel with you and be
there.

If you really cannot make the weekend
for one reason or another – please book
to attend one of the regional days. Tick
the respective boxes and we will send
full details.

Details of this year’s tapes are found in
the enclosed leaflet and as folks above
have said, the teaching was excellent.
The only thing you will miss out on is
the worship, fellowship and being part
of the family but then you will experi-
ence that this year – WILL YOU?   "

(Continued from page 1)
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Doug Harris will be involved in train-
ing at the following seminars. Others
may have been added since publica-
tion. Please ring Head Office for fur-
ther details. Those marked * may have
a restricted attendance.

If there is not a venue near you but you
feel that your area would benefit from
a seminar, contact Head Office to talk
about organising one.

The following dates have been con-
firmed but there are others awaiting
final agreement.

APRIL
2 Bromley *
3 Bromley *
7 Colchester
8 Dagenham
17-21 FIEC Conference
21-28 AOG Conference
28-30 Elim Conference

MAY
1 - 4 Elim Conference
12 Ilford
15-18 CRE Sandown Park
20 Warley W.Midlands
25 SE London
27 SE London

JUNE
9 Coventry
19 Battersea

JULY
17 Battersea

Doug’s Diary

Ensuite accommodation - £72.00 per person
Standard accommodation - £61.50 per person
Day Visitor (2 meals) - £15.00
Day Visitor (1 meal) - £12.00
Day Visitor (no meals) - £8.00

ROOMS
ENSUITE
• There are no single rooms available in ensuite.
• Married couples will receive their own rooms.
• Singles will share up to a maximum of 4 (we hope to keep it

to 2/3).

STANDARD
• There are single rooms available for a maximum of a 50%

supplement.
• Married couples will receive their own rooms.
• Singles will share up to a maximum of 4 (we hope to keep it

to 2/3).

TRANSPORT FROM KIDDERMINSTER
We can arrange transport from Kidderminster train station at
5:30 p.m. on the Friday.
% We must know you need a lift by 5 November. We might not

be able to make the arrangements after this date.
% We will need to make a nominal charge of £5 per person.
% Trips back to Kidderminster after lunch Sunday will also be

arranged within this price.
% If you do not have your own car we will try and put you in

touch with someone nearby who might be able to bring you.
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Convention Booking Form
Please complete all parts of the form below to book your place(s) at the Reachout Trust 2000 Annual Convention. All
information we receive is treated as confidential and we do not allow other organisations to use our mailing list.  We
regret that due to increased costs we must charge 75p for each credit card transaction.

Fill in your personal and financial details for all applications and then complete the information required for either
Residential Convention - Day visit to Residential Convention - Attend one of the Day Conventions.Residential Convention - Day visit to Residential Convention - Attend one of the Day Conventions.Residential Convention - Day visit to Residential Convention - Attend one of the Day Conventions.Residential Convention - Day visit to Residential Convention - Attend one of the Day Conventions.

Title:  Mr   Mrs   Miss   Ms   Rev   Dr  Other_______________ (Please circle or insert)

Full Name: _______________________________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________ Post Code:_______________________________

Phone: _________________________________ Email: ___________________________________

Residential Convention
Number of places:__________ Print below the names and relationship to the one booking.

___________________________________________  _____________________________________

___________________________________________  _____________________________________

___________________________________________  _____________________________________

Type of accommodation:  Ensuite   Standard  (please circle one)

Day Visit to Residential Convention
Day Visit on:  Saturday    Sunday    Saturday and Sunday (please circle)

We wish to order:  2 meals   1 meal   0 meals (please circle)

Residential and day visitors having meals please inform us of any special dietary needs. Also
any other matters we should be aware of.

Visit to a Day Convention
I will be attending the Day Convention at:

Please send full details as soon as available.

Debit my card with the:    Deposit      Full Amount  (please circle one)

Card Type:  Visa    Mastercard    Switch    Solo   (please circle one)

Name on card:__________________________________________________________________

Card Number:___________________________________________________________________

Expiry_______________________ Issue No. (Switch only)______________________________

Signed____________________________________________ Date________________________
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As many will be aware new legislation came into force in April 2000 whereby we can reclaim any tax that
you have paid on the amount of your gifts no matter how small providing you instruct us to treat them as
gift aid donations.

All regular donors have received such forms as below but we wondered if this would be an opportunity for
others to consider making a one-off gift or indeed a regular small donation to the work of Reachout Trust.

We need your help right now - if you have never given to Reachout Trust before would

you consider making at least a sacrificial once-off gift to help this vital work expand with
such projects as a new video on the cults and increased presence on the WorldWide Web?
Of course if you could give regularly we would be delighted. For those who have given this way recently -
a big THANK YOU
If you are eligible please could we encourage you to complete the form below (you can photostat the page)
by ticking the appropriate boxes, deleting the * inappropriate words and sending it with your gift to
REACHOUT TRUST 24 ORMOND ROAD RICHMOND SURREY TW10 6TH. Do not worry if your
circumstances might change in the future because you can withdraw this authority at any time by simply
writing to us. Many Thanks.

____________________________________
Authority to reclaim tax on a gift

(Please complete in BLOCK LETTERS – Thank You.)

Title and Full Name:__________________________________________________________

Address:____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________ Post Code:_________________________

 &&&& I wish to make a one-off gift by cheque (enclosed)/my credit card * of £          for Reachout Trust
which along with any future gifts made by whatever means should be treated as Gift Aid donations
on which tax can be reclaimed.

&&&& I enclose a gift/wish to make a gift via my credit card * of £          for Reachout Trust which along
with any future gifts made by whatever means should be treated as Gift Aid donations on which tax
can be reclaimed. This is the first of a regular monthly/quarterly yearly * gift which I wish to pay by
cheque/standing order/credit card *

My credit card number is                                                                 expiry date

By signing this form I declare that I have paid an amount of income tax or capital gains tax equal to
the sum of 28p for every £1 given.

I further agree to inform you if my tax circumstances change or I wish to withdraw this agreement.

 Signed___________________________________________ Date________________________


