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As the recent news of the
massacre in Uganda unfolds
and sinks in many will have
that unanswered question
hanging around them – could
it happen here?

Whereas there can be no cat-
egorical denial that it could
never happen here the likeli-
hood at present seems slim.
However there are dangers
signs, which we need to take
to heart, and lessons that we
would be very wise to learn
from. The first lesson is a
subject that we have often
tackled before:

AUTHORITARIANSM
One man or a small leader-
ship team holds sway over its
members and you must be-
lieve and do what they tell
you without question. This
was the foundation of the
problems in Uganda that
cased so many to either be
murdered or commit suicide.

This system is in place to one
degree or another in cults
and some churches in this
country. We are of course
not saying that these groups
will tell all their members to
commit suicide but they
maybe commanding some
things that are detrimental to
the life and freedom of its
members. Such systems un-
fortunately can easily be mis-
used or abused. When there
is no opportunity to question
a decision but simply you are
told to ‘trust’ the leadership
– they know best – or even
worse do not touch the
Lord’s anointed – there is a
system in place that could
become unscriptural and
cultish.

When you commit yourself
for life, to a group  headed by
one man and you put your-
self at the mercy of that
group if you disobey them,
then I believe there is a clear
breach of biblical life and
principles. There are also
some clear dangers of non-
accountability by the leader-
ship or worse today an atti-
tude that says we must only
affirm and never construc-

tively criticise. Please look
back into history and see the
tragedies that have happened
because there was a willing-
ness to accept authoritarian-
ism and not demand correct
leadership with compassion
and understanding rather than
a blind adherence to rules laid
down.

APPLYING SCRIP-
TURE TO YOURSELF

Peter says, “… no prophecy of
Scripture is a matter for
one’s own interpretation…”
(2 Peter 1:20) however this
seems to be ignored by many
groups. In Uganda, all mem-
bers were told that we are
Noah’s Ark and you can only
be safe in us. Applying Scrip-
ture to the group seemed to
give biblical backing to their
claim but accepting it put all
the people a step nearer their
deaths.

What may not be so well
known is that the Jehovah's
Witnesses have also made a
similar claim concerning the
Watchtower Bible & Tract
Society (see The Watchtower
….). Now I do not think any

(Continued on page 13)
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battle. On your way to the top, you'll
perfect your skills by using your Poké-
mon to fight against other Pokémon
trainers. Each Pokémon has its own
special fighting abilities. Though they
come in many shapes and sizes, even
the smallest Pokémon can launch a
fierce attack. Some Pokémon grow, or
evolve, into even more powerful crea-
tures. But don't worry-even your tough-
est Pokémon will be loyal to you! Carry
your Pokémon with you, and you're
ready for anything! You've got the
power in your hands, so use it!

For children that could be very danger-
ous advice as it borders on encouraging
them to believe that the ‘magic charms’
of the Pokémon is sufficient for them
too.

On the same site in the ‘Glossary’ sec-
tion we read,

“Basic Energy card: A … Psychic” and
“Pokémon Power: The special abilities
some Pokémon have. These are written
in the same place attacks are, but they
always have the words "Pokémon
Power" in front of them so that you can
tell they're not attacks.”

CONCLUSION
Some will say that it is doubtful
whether the involvement in such prac-
tices will cause ‘demonisation’ in a
child. That may be so but as Christians
we are warned beyond that. It is not just
the fact of whether we can be
‘possessed’ by some foreign spiritual
power but whether our Christian
lifestyle could be compromised by
spending time being involved with such
a practice. Indeed we would conclude
from the information contained in this
leaflet that that there are several reasons
why we should not allow our children
to be involved in this game.

Magical Powers – the cards do defi-
nitely talk about psychic abilities and
special powers. There would therefore
be a danger of opening a child’s mind
or spirit to curiosity about wrong and
dangerous supernatural powers.

(Continued on page 14)

well takes courage, perseverance, and
kindness. As a trainer's Pokémon grow,
they will become stronger, learn new
attacks, and will sometimes even evolve
into new and different Pokémon!”

PRACTICE
Through involvement with the cartoon
or the cards young children will be
taught how to train the monsters to fight
and kill. It may only be ‘role-play’ but
as we have said so often before it is
very difficult sometimes in a child’s
mind to know where ‘make-believe’
ends and role-play takes over. As we
have also stated role-play is in itself not
wrong but it is the content of the role-
play that we are concerned about.

The Pokémon collectable cards are
made and distributed in the USA by a
company called “Wizards of the
Coast.” This same company have been
responsible for other occult games in-
cluding all the “Dungeons and Drag-
ons” materials. It would appear to the
outside observer that Pokémons are a
slightly watered down version of some
of these adult occult fantasies, designed
to appeal to younger children.

The cards have undoubtedly caused the
most problem and are the reason for
many enquiries we receive. Many
schools have had to ban such ‘toys’
from the playground because of the
fights, ill feeling and stealing that has
resulted.

The official Pokémon web site explains
in its ‘Rules’ section,

Welcome to the world of Pokémon, a
special place where people just like you
train to become the number-one Poké-
mon Master in the world! But what is a
Pokémon, you ask? "Pokémon are in-
credible creatures that share the world
with humans," says Professor Oak, the
leading authority on these monsters.
"There are currently 150 documented
species of Pokémon." And your incredi-
ble task is to capture, train, and fight
with all of them! It's not easy, but once
you get the hang of it, you'll know
exactly which Pokémon to choose for a

BACKGROUND
Pokémons come from Japan where they
have been the craze since 1995. There
are indications that they are influenced
by Japanese ‘spirituality’ which could
open lives to wrong influences. As far as
the West is concerned Pokémons started
life as a video game produced by Nin-
tendo. Pokémons - short for Pocket
Monsters – are ‘cuddly’ monsters that
have the ability to kill each other.

It is probably not the video game that
has caused the most problem but one of
the merchandise spin offs - collectable
cards. The whole ‘empire’ however is
big business with not only the video
game and collectable cards but cartoon
shows, a full-length film and toys. All
this has an estimated value of between
£4 and 5 billion so far.

Interestingly the distributor’s website
(www.wizards.com/pokemon) originally
carried a section entitled ‘Pokémon for
Parents’ where they sought to explain
the game to any concerned parents. It
began,

The world of Pokémon is a world much
like our own but filled with fantastic
creatures called Pokémon. Certain spe-
cial people in this world decide to be-
come Pokémon trainers. Trainers cap-
ture wild Pokémon and train them to
do battle with other Pokémon. The
world of Pokémon began as an adven-
ture game for the Game Boy (a hand-
held electronic game player). In the ad-
venture game, a child plays the part of a
Pokémon trainer wandering through
the world, collecting and training Poké-
mon. Then came the Pokémon trading
card game (more on that later), and then
the Pokémon television show. The
Game Boy, the card game, and the TV
show all became very popular in Japan.
In 1998, they came to the United States,
and things just haven't been the same
for kids (and their parents) since! There
are 150 different kinds of Pokémon,
and it's a trainer's job to catch as many
as possible and to train them for battle.
Each different Pokémon has different
powers and abilities. To train Pokémon
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tinued for another few hundred years.
He died spiritually, but even in spiritual
death he remained a living soul.

And again in Acts 7:59-60 Steven said
at the point of his death, “Lord Jesus,
receive my spirit.” He then ‘fell asleep’.

The Consciousness of the
Dead in the afterlife

So the question is: Where exactly does
the person go after physical death?
What remains is the spirit and soul, so
are these aspects of ourselves still with
the dead body in the grave, or are they
somewhere else?

In Hebrews 12:23 Christians in Heaven
are called “spirits of just men made
perfect.” In Revelation 6:9 we see them
described as the “souls of those who
had been slain for the word of God” and
in verse 10 they spoke, proving their
conscious state.

In Ezekiel 32:21 we have:

The strong and the mighty shall speak
to him out of the midst of hell (Sheol). -
NKJV

2 Corinthians 5:6-8 makes it clear that
to be absent from our body means to be
present with the Lord, and where is the
Lord? In Heaven (John 14:1-3). Paul
also says we will be pleased to be ab-
sent from our body because we will be
present with the Lord. If we are uncon-
scious in death then where does that fit
in with this passage.

In Philippians 1:23-24 Paul is torn:  He
has a longing for death because it would
mean his presence with the Lord. If
there is no conscious presence with
God immediately after death then what
is he bothered about?

The New Testament verifies the con-
scious existence of saints after death,
such as Elijah and Moses (Luke 9:28-
36) and Abraham (Luke 16:19-31).

These conclusively prove the existence
of a soul/spirit in Heaven. Yes, Elijah
was a special case in his bodily ascen-
sion, but Moses was buried by God in a
valley in the land of Moab

... the Lord… will descend… and the
dead in Christ will rise first. - NKJV.

And in John 5:28-29 it says:

Do not marvel at this; for the hour is
coming in which all who are in the
graves will hear his voice and come
forth - those who have done good, to
the resurrection of life, and those who
have done evil, to the resurrection of
condemnation. - NKJV

Genesis 2:7

And the LORD God formed man of the
dust of the ground, and breathed into
his nostrils the breath of life; and man
became a living being (literally became
a living soul Nephesh] - NKJV.

Several things can be said from this
passage:

1. The body has no life without the
resulting effect of the creative
breath of God.

2. The breath of God frequently ex-
presses His Holy Spirit (see Psalm
18:15 - Ruach, which is Pneuma in
the Greek Old Testament [LXX])
and the breath of man frequently
expresses the human spirit (see
Psalm 104:29 - Ruach, again
Pneuma in the Greek Old Testa-
ment, which is the same word used
for the human spirit in 1 Thessaloni-
ans 5:23).

3. As a result of the presence of the
physical body and the created spirit
of a man, he becomes a person, the
whole being described as a living
soul.

4. It follows that after the removal of
the spirit and soul from a person, the
result is physical death (the decay of
the body sets in and the person
(soul) is no longer present.

Note too in Genesis 2:17 God says to
Adam:

… from the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil you shall not eat, for in
the day that you eat the fruit of it you
shall surely die. - NKJV.

Did Adam die that day? Yes he did, but
not physically, and even his body con-

The purpose of this article is to show
that the soul lives on after death, or
perhaps more importantly that we are
indeed in a conscious state in some way
after death even before the Resurrection
at the Second Coming of Jesus Christ.

Immortal soul?

Nowhere does the Bible say ‘The soul is
immortal’ in the same way that (as Jeho-
vah Witnesses point out) nowhere does
it say, ‘God is Trinity, The Father, Son
and Holy Spirit, which equals one God.’
However, in both cases these doctrines
can be verified by accumulating a num-
ber of scriptures in context. This is in
fact our responsibility as teachers of the
Word.

We are made up of body, soul [Greek -
Psuche] and spirit [Greek - Pneuma].
This is made clear in 1 Thessalonians
5:23. Hebrews 4:12 shows us that al-
though the distinction between soul and
spirit is vague to us, it is not to God.

Job 7:11 differentiates between spirit
and soul:

Therefore I will not restrain my mouth; I
will speak in the anguish of my spirit
(Hebrew - Ruach); I will complain in the
bitterness of my soul (Hebrew -
Nephesh). - NKJV.

Luke 1:46-47 differentiates between
spirit and soul:

And Mary said: My soul (Psuche) magni-
fies the Lord, and my spirit (Pneuma)
has rejoiced in God my Saviour - NKJV.

The body dies and decays, but is asleep
in the sense that it will be miraculously
resurrected into a new immortal body in
the future (1 Corinthians 15: 51-54). The
body itself, once separated from soul
and spirit has no consciousness at all
until the Resurrection (see Ecclesiastes
9:5-6). The mortal body in the grave is
sleeping in the sense that it awaits an
immortal one. This even applies to those
with ashes spread upon waters (see Rev-
elation 20:13). This latter verse also
points out that after the Resurrection
comes the Judgement.

As it says in 1 Thessalonians 4:16:
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nesses. Not a good partner for doctrine!

Let's use a bit of common sense, if
every Christian Bible and all the Greek
Editions on which they are based are
wrong, and the placing of a comma
before ‘today’ is wrong, then I am not
aware of any occasion in the whole of
Christian history where God has al-
lowed such a great doctrinal error to be
evident in his Word throughout the
world in every Christian circle for so
many centuries. My God is not so un-
faithful to his Word.

1. “Truly I say to you today,” seems a
bit long-winded and unnecessary.
Jesus never added the word ‘today’
to this phrase on the many occasions
he used it. The statement is em-
phatic enough without the word
‘today.’

2. How would the thief have under-
stood it? Jesus would not leave him
in any doubt as to whether or not he
meant Paradise ‘today,’ as that
would be getting his hopes up for
nothing to say the least! There is
actually no grammatical reason in
Greek why the thief should have
believed any differently.

Soon after Jesus made his promise to
the penitent thief, he cried with a loud
voice, “Father, into your hands I com-
mend my spirit.”

Jesus’ body was resurrected on the third
day after his death, and ascended 40
days later, but His spirit went to Heaven
at His last breath. It follows that when,
after the bodily resurrection, He said to
Mary, “'Do not hold on to me, because
I have not yet ascended to the Father,”
(John 20:17) He was referring to his
bodily Ascension 40 days later (see
Acts 1:9-11).

Praise God that the man who was con-
demned as a thief was the first to enter
Glory with Jesus after the crucifixion.
What grace!

(end of article)

you, fear him!' - NKJV

If there is no conscious state after death
then why is there any need to fear any-
thing from God?

We are clearly told that after he has
killed a person he has the power to cast
that person into Hell. It follows that
there must be some remaining part of us
that God is able to place elsewhere, and
it must still be that person since the
fear is the fact that after the physical
body dies, the person will be cast into
Hell. Moreover, if the unbeliever is
going to be conscious of torment, how
much more are believers going to be
conscious of the joy of Heaven.

Luke 23:42-46

This is a beautiful example, where the
thief on the cross asks, “Lord, remem-
ber me when you come into your king-
dom.”

“And Jesus said to him, 'Assuredly, I
say to you, today you will be with me in
paradise.” - verse 43 NKJV

Some would like to lessen this blessing
by saying that ‘today’ goes with “Truly
I tell you (today)” and then go on to
argue that there is no evidence to be-
lieve a Christian enters Heaven in a
state of awareness straight after death.
They justify this change of translation
by saying punctuation marks were not a
part of the original Greek document, so
it is simply a matter of opinion as to
where the comma goes in the English.

This movement of the comma is vital
because without it the whole doctrine of
soul-sleep goes out of the window,
whereas the true biblical doctrine is not
dependant on a comma.

I have found that many religious groups
with sectarian views are unable to ac-
cept generally all textual variants and
(for their survival) even go to the
lengths of discrediting the readings of
many faithful Greek manuscripts, which
to a true evangelical Christian is not
necessary. For example, we have no
problem believing Jesus said it ‘today’
and that the thief would be in Heaven
‘today.’

Every single translation of the New
Testament that I have on my shelf backs
up the reading given above from the
NRSV, except for one - The New
World Translation of the Jehovah Wit-

(Deuteronomy 34:6), so he is certainly
living a conscious spiritual existence
apart from his buried body. Abraham
was buried too. I will examine the ac-
count of Abraham shortly. In addition,
God is the God of Abraham, Isaac and
Jacob because he is the God of the living
and not the dead (Luke 20:37-38).

Matthew 10:28 shows us that only God
can destroy the soul in Hell and because
of that we should fear God. Where is the
fear expected in a ceasing to exist? Both
body and soul were cast into Hell in
Numbers 16:30,33. Conversely, God
took Enoch bodily (Genesis 5:24).

Luke 16:19-31

There is no indication that this passage is
simply a parable and even if it is, where
is the evidence to say that parables are
not true to life? In fact, the appeal of the
parables was that they were indeed true
to life. So even if this did not actually
happen (and I think it did) it was a
typical event.

Lazarus is taken to heaven since he was
saved by faith, and he also received
recompense for his earthly sufferings; he
was united with Abraham who was al-
ready in heaven. Although the bodies of
the Rich Man and Lazarus were decay-
ing, they themselves were conscious in
the afterlife awaiting their new resurrec-
tion bodies, which would come at the
Last Judgement.

The Rich Man went to Hades and suf-
fered in proportion to what he deserved.
Verses 23 and 24 show that he was in
torment and agony. The Rich Man was
enabled to see and speak to Abraham,
and Abraham had a brief conversation
with him. (As seemed to be possible
from Hades/Sheol in pre-crucifixion
times. See Ezekiel 32:21).

A few other things can be pointed out
from this passage, namely that no one
can pass from one place to another in the
afterlife due to a great chasm. This con-
firms Jesus' teaching that wherever we
go after we die it is forever (Matthew
5:22: 10:28. Mark 9:43-48).

Luke 12:4-5
And I say to you, my friends, do not be
afraid of those who kill the body, and
after that have no more that they can
do. But I will show you whom you should
fear:  Fear him who, after he has killed,
has power to cast into hell; yes, I say to



 Summer 2000                                                                                     Page 5 - Reachout Quarterly

ings, he'll always believe they came from
God.

“I've had around 15 appear before my
eyes,” he said. “The evidence is just
overwhelming.”

Feathers everywhere
The church is amassing a collection of
the feathers and the stories behind them.
Stored in plastic sleeves, some are al-
most too tiny to see, while others are
several inches long. Most are white, but
some are in bright hues like orange and
purple. Sometimes, feathers appeared af-
ter an angelic vision or with what
seemed to be providential timing.

Brenda Peters of Midland City found a
spindly scarlet feather last month while
vacuuming the church. Marie Stanford
of Midland City shows one of two white
feathers her disabled adult son found in
public places, including a Wal-Mart.

“I thank God for these feathers because
of the way they encourage us,” Ms. Stan-
ford said. “I'm thankful that God chose
this little church.”

Not all convinced
To Auburn University's Harrell, the sto-
ries are typical of reported miracles in
Pentecostal circles, where he said largely
unsophisticated congregations believe
faith in the supernatural is “a test of their
radical commitment to God.”

“I don't think it would bear up to scien-
tific investigation,” he said. “Much of it
is highly subjective. I would look for
some kind of rational explanation.”

Question - where does it say that angels
have feathers? It seems that this is an angel
of light once again getting the eyes of
God’s people away from Him and on to
what it appears are His doings. Whatever
God does it is in line with His whole coun-
sel and gives glory to Him and an attraction
to His Word. This does not seem to fall
into this category.

(end of article)

THE MISADVENTURES OFTHE MISADVENTURES OFTHE MISADVENTURES OFTHE MISADVENTURES OF
SUZANNE HINNSUZANNE HINNSUZANNE HINNSUZANNE HINN

[The following was received by email from The
Alnor Report (www.cultlink.com)]

Was Televangelist Benny Hinn's wife,
Suzanne Hinn, busted on December 4,
1999 for shoplifting in a department
store in South Africa? Benny Hinn's
ministry says, “no,” but a published
story in the Cape Times says, “yes.”
What follows are excerpts from the
Cape Times news story:

“SHOPLIFTING charges against a
woman claiming to be married to popu-
lar US tele-evangelist Benny Hinn were
dropped in the Cape Town Magistrate
Court on Tuesday before she was able to
accuse Edgars department store of film-
ing naked people in their change-
rooms.”

“Prosecutor Brandon Lawrence told
the Cape Times that although he be-
lieved he had a strong case against
Penny Hinn, he had dropped the seri-
ous charges because the court roll was
full... The Benny Hinn Ministries in
Florida, US, yesterday at first declined
to comment on the matter, preferring
instead to answer questions in writing.
However, when pressed further a woman
at the ministry. said pastor Hinn was mar-
ried to Suzanne. This is the name Hinn
says she uses in the US.”

“He [the prosecutor] had earlier consid-
ered sending her for psychiatric evalua-
tion. Hinn, who describes herself as a reli-
gious person, was arrested at Edgars Store
in Adderley Street on December 4 and
released on R1,000 bail for allegedly steal-
ing two sets of ladies pyjamas.” (sic)

“These were allegedly found in her bag
as she was about to leave the store.”

“On Monday - the day Hinn was to
appear in court on shoplifting charges -
she threatened to expose the depart-
ment store for what she claimed was an
invasion of her privacy. ‘How else
would they have known I had taken the
pyjamas?’ (sic) she asked.”

Suzanne Hinn made quite a splash on a
recent GodStuff segment of Comedy

Central’s, The Daily Show, when they
aired a clip of her outlandish behavior
at the Hinn's home church, Orlando
Christian Center. The GodStuff seg-
ment opened with Suzanne shouting, “If
your engines aren't revved up, then you
need a holy ghost enema right up your
rear end!”

She is later shown making gestures like
a charging bull, charging across the
platform back and forth and then slid-
ing on her belly across the floor.  Com-
edy Central was sent a threatening letter
by Benny Hinn's attorneys who backed
down after being brushed off by the
Daily Show's attorneys.  That segment
can be seen at Comedy Central's web-
site [www.comedycentral.com/dai-
lyshow].

MANIFESTATIONS OFMANIFESTATIONS OFMANIFESTATIONS OFMANIFESTATIONS OF
ANGELS?ANGELS?ANGELS?ANGELS?

The following story can be found at
http://www.al.com/news/birmingham/
Apr2000/9-e208498b.html

Nowadays, Curtis Bush almost always
leaves the church sparkling -  literally.
Before the first feather appeared Nov.
16, Senn said he had been preaching
that his interdenominational congrega-
tion was on the verge of something big.

“God's fixing to do something that
we've never seen,” he told his flock,
“and it's gonna blow our mind.”

But even the pastor said he got uneasy
when the unusual events began. While
his church is openly Pentecostal, Senn
said he has never veered into “wild,
loony stuff.” He knew the feathers were
a one-way ticket out of the mainstream.

“When you say you're receiving mani-
festations of angels, people think you're
crazy,” Senn said. “To the natural ear, it
sounds foolish.”

Indeed, Senn answers some questions
before you can ask: The church isn't
harboring pigeons in its rafters, he said,
and its prefab metal building has no
attic or exposed vents that could ac-
count for the feathers.

The pastor said he may have the feath-
ers tested, but no matter what the find-
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hearing held by the Commission that
immediately after Mr Mesruther had
alleged that his son had told him that
he would be destroyed at Armageddon
unless he went to the Kingdom Hall,
the image of a sword striking a divine
judgment had been shown, conveying
the erroneous idea that Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses believed that salvation was
gained by performing religious duties.
Mr Hardy also said at the hearing that
footage of the passing of holy bread and
wine, a particularly sacred moment for
Jehovah’s Witnesses, should not have
been shown in a programme that was
critical of them.

The BBC said that the animation and
archive material used were clips from a
film obtained from the Reachout
Trust, said to be an organisation which
opposed religious cults. Although the
film was critical of Jehovah’s Witnesses,
the BBC understood that it had been
made by former members and included
material originally made by the Wit-
nesses. The animations were Jehovah’s
Witnesses material, as was most of the
archive footage used. The extracts used
did not parody or misrepresent Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses’s beliefs. The BBC said
at the hearing that it had checked with
the Jehovah’s Witness website that
their contents accurately represented
what Jehovah’s Witnesses currently be-
lieved. The extracts selected from the
film did not have an agenda.

It is sad when the Witnesses feel that
they must complain about material that
shows the truth of what they believe -
maybe they want to hide it from the
public!

The Commission in part said concern-
ing this:

The Commission accepts that the BBC
made efforts to check that the material
shown in the film, supplied by the
Reachout Trust, did not conflict with
current Jehovah’s Witness thinking,
and is not persuaded by the arguments,
put forward by the Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses, that it differs considerably from
that thinking. The Commission does

CORRECTIONS

In the article on the figures of the Watch-
tower, the peak number of pioneers and the
average number of publishers were trans-
posed. The paragraphs concerned should
have read:

“Other interesting comparisons with the
1998 figures are total hours down from
20,088,395 to 18,894,151 and peak number
of pioneers rose from 10,138 to 10,686... the
average number of publishers decreased
from 131,981 to 126,535.

In addition, in the article on the New World
Translation in item 14, Acts 17:26 should
read John 17:26.

COMPLAINTS

The Broadcasting Standards Commis-
sion received a complaint from the Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses Watch Tower Bible and
Tract Society about unjust or unfair
treatment, in Everyman: Sleeping with
the Enemy, broadcast on BBC1 on 13
December 1998.

This judgment concerned Reachout
Trust indirectly because we provided
clips from a video for them to use. The
judgment concerning this was as follows:

Mr Hardy (Presiding Minister of the
Jehovah’s Witnesses in Britain) said that
cartoon and video footage had been
used, which had lampooned the beliefs
of Jehovah’s Witnesses, using quotations
which were not in context and originat-
ing from a source who denigrated their
faith. The Jehovah’s Witnesses had not
been invited to provide video footage
stating their beliefs, nor had they been
informed that such unpleasant parodies
were being sought for broadcast. The
material had not been produced by the
Jehovah’s Witnesses, and its origin and
agenda had not been identified. The
material had wrongly given the impres-
sion that Jehovah’s Witnesses believed
that Jesus Christ would kill those who
were not Jehovah’s Witnesses, that a
Jehovah’s Witness would be
“disfellowshipped” if he allowed his
child to have a blood transfusion and
that Jehovah’s Witnesses were willing to
allow their children to die for want of
medical treatment. Mr Hardy said at a

WATCH THE OWER
not consider, therefore, that it was nec-
essary for the Jehovah’s Witnesses to be
asked to contribute any of their own
material.

They did go on to say that they felt it
sensationalised and over-simplified the
beliefs and thus it ruled it unfair how-
ever it is interesting to note that it be-
lieved these were the teachings even if
presented in an unfair way.

CONTROVERSY

An area of controversy for the Wit-
nesses that did come up in the above
film is their behaviour in Nazi Ger-
many. The Watchtower Society today is
always seeking to present the positive
stand they took in Germany and the
persecution that resulted. Even as re-
cent as the Watchtower, May 1 2000
they carried an article on the back page
entitled “He Died for a Principle.” The
story commemorates August Dickmann
who was publicly shot by the SS be-
cause he was a conscientious objector.

As tragic as this is there is a darker side
to the way the Society acted and the
letter that follows typifies it. It comes
from the book The Jehovah’s Witnesses
by Friedrich Wilhelm Haak revised in
1997. The book is written in German
and Brian Gale has translated the fol-
lowing letter extract.

Dear Reich Chancellor,

On the 25th June 1933 at the sports
hall Wilmersdorf, Berlin, a conference
was convened by some 5000 delegates
of the Bible Students of Germany
[J.Ws], representing several millions of
Germans. These have for many years
been friends and supporters of this
movement. The purpose of this conven-
tion was for these representatives to ex-
plore ways, to inform fully the Reich
Chancellor and the other esteemed offi-
cials of the German Empire, as well as to
all other states the following standpoints:

In certain parts of the country mea-
sures have been and are being taken
against Christian men and women,
who are unified in their positive belief.
This in essence amounts to the persecu-
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unpolitical goals and efforts, - that these
are in complete agreement with the par-
allel aims of the national government of
the German Empire.

There has been a complaint against the
alleged strong language in our literature,
resulting in some banning of our books.

The conference of 5,000 delegates
pointed in addition to the fact that the
content of the books causing complaint
related solely to circumstances and
events in the Anglo-American world,
and to Britain especially, which has
been responsible for the League of Na-
tions and the placing of unjust treaties
and obligations upon Germany. In the
above sense the statements of our litera-
ture, whether it be in respect to finance,
politics or the papacy, are against the
oppressors of the German land and peo-
ple, yet certainly not against a Germany
struggling under this burden, thus mak-
ing the resulting ban fully incomprehen-
sible.

For the German states in which even
bans on our services and prayer meeting
are in place, and those who have been
waiting many weeks for a just solution
to the gagging of their religious life, the
following points are expressed:

We intend to go on complying with the
imposed restrictions, since we are cer-
tain the Reich Chancellor, as well as the
other states governments, will, in recog-
nition of the real situation, lift these
measures, by which tens of thousands of
Christian men and women would have
ultimately to perish as martyrs, akin to
the early Christians.

Finally this conference of 5,000 delegates
has declared, that the Bible Students or
the Watchtower organisation represents a
platform for the maintenance of order and
security of the state (country), in addition
to the demand of the national government
for its own (aforementioned) high ideals
on the religious front.

Above all in order that the Reich Chancel-
lor, as leader of the people and all the
other government leaders of the German
Reich, and the German States, should be
advised, this statement has been set out
before you in some detail. This enclosed
explanatory statement was read out by the
secretary of the Bible Students convention
(5,000 delegates) and unanimously ac-
cepted and approved by the latter, instruct-
ing them to hand over one copy of this

(Continued on page 12)

in America.

In the same way our Society’s presid-
ium not only refused to take part in
recent months, in the horror stories
against Germany, but has even taken
an opposing stand, which is underlined
in the accompanying explanation; the
clue to this is that the elements leading
this onslaught of war propaganda
(horror stories) in America, i.e., the
Jews with business interests and
Catholics, are also the ones who are
conducting the most rigorous persecu-
tion against this Society and its leader-
ship. By this and other resolutions
hereby given, the rejection of this insid-
ious calumny should follow automati-
cally, i.e. that the Bible Students were
actually supported by the Jews. The five
thousand delegates at their convention
have with great satisfaction taken note
of the ensuing statement by the local
government president at Magdeburg,
namely that the relationship between
Bible Students and communists or
Marxists, as maintained by our clerical
opponents, is not provable
(demonstrable), and is, therefore, also
slanderous (libellous). A directly re-
lated pres release was reported in the
Magdeburg Daily News Nr 1 04 5th
May 1933.

The conference of 5,000 delegates em-
phasised that, because of this state of
affairs, they considered it beneath their
dignity to have to defend themselves
further against the despicable suspicion
of indulging in communist or Marxist
activity. These refuted libels by our
religious opponents clearly bear the
mark of religious rivalry, who instead
of the honest rebuke and God’s Word,
would rather snuff out the truth with
slander and libel.

Furthermore it was established by the
5,000 delegates, as expressed in the decla-
ration, that the Bible Students of Ger-
many are striving for the same high goals
and ideals, as proclaimed by the govern-
ment of the German Reich, regarding the
relationship of man to God, namely (i.e.),
the honesty (sincerity) of His creation, in
response to the creator.

It was also established at the conven-
tion, that with reference to the rela-
tionship of the Bible Students to the
national government (of the German
Reich), no conflicts or differences of
any kind exist, but on the contrary one
can say - regarding the purely religious,

tion of Christians by other Christians,
in that there have been accusations
against us from the clerical front
(especially from the Catholics) and
which are untrue.

Though we are absolutely convinced of
the objectivity of government depart-
ments and individual officials, we never-
theless observe, because of the extent of
our literature and demands of the exam-
iners of the material, the content and
significance of our organisation is gener-
ally being falsely judged, and also is
what our religious opponents in full
prejudice bring against us.

Therefore, Mr. Reich Chancellor, the
conference agreement with its accom-
panying explanation, is laid before
you (and the leaders of the German
Reich) by the Watchtower Bible and
Tract Society, so that you may accept
it as documentation of the fact that
the Bible Students of Germany have
but one single goal in their work; they
purpose to lead people back to God,
to witness to and honour the name of
Jehovah the Almighty, the father of
our lord and saviour Jesus Christ. We
know for certain that you, Mr. Reich
Chancellor, will not allow such activ-
ity to be disturbed.

The Bible Student communities and
their associates are universally known as
being a bastion of true reverence for the
Almighty and are zealous guardians of
careful biblical research. Local police
authorities would have to agree, the
Bible Students must count as belonging
to those elements in the country and
amongst the people who have a great
love of order. Their sole mission is to
gather human hearts for God.

The Watchtower Bible and Tract Soci-
ety is the organising mission control
body of the Bible Students - for Ger-
many, H.Q. is Magdeburg.

The Brooklyn presidium of the Watch-
tower has always from its outset been Ger-
man friendly. As a result of this in 1918
the president of the Society and the seven
members of the governing body in Amer-
ica were sentenced to eighty years in jail,
because the president refused to use his
two magazines to incite war propaganda
against Germany. These two journals
‘Watchtower’ and ‘Bible Student’ were
the only ones in the entire country which
rejected the pressure for war propaganda,
and were therefore banned and repressed
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make known the plain and precious
things which have been taken away
from them; and shall make known to
all kindreds, tongues, and people, that
the Lamb of God is the Son of the
Eternal Father, and the Savior of the
world; and that all men must come
unto him, or they cannot be saved.
(Words in [square brackets] and italics
added)

The following is taken from the Ency-
clopedia of Mormonism under ‘J’ for
Joseph Smith Translation of the Bible:

A somewhat parallel statement [to that
in 1 Nephi 13] came to Joseph Smith in
June 1830 while he was restoring a
revelation received by Moses, declaring
that many things would be taken "from
the book" which Moses would write,
but that the missing information
would be restored through another
prophet and thus be "had again" among
those who believe (Moses 1:41). Latter-
day Saints believe that the "other
records" referred to include the Book
of Mormon, the Doctrine and
Covenants, the Pearl of Great Price,
the JST, and other records still to come
forth, and that the prophet divinely
raised up to begin restoring the lost
material is Joseph Smith (see Scrip-
tures: Forthcoming Scriptures). In light
of the foregoing statements, it is worth
observing that the principal difficulty
in the Bible apparently has been omis-
sions. The remaining text may be gen-
erally correct in itself, but many impor-
tant doctrinal items (resulting from the
loss of a single word, a verse, a longer
passage, or even whole books in some
instances) are now missing. (Words in
[square brackets] and italics added]

Now if the Bible contains the “fulness
of the everlasting gospel” what exactly
did Joseph restore? As Doug Harris is
fond of asking, how full is full Mr
Mormon? In the Book of Mormon we
have a message, which declares that the
Bible contains the fulness of the gospel
while at same time declaring that the
Book of Mormon is a restoration of the
fulness of the gospel. Matters are fur-
ther complicated by the fact that much

are plain and most precious; and also
many covenants of the Lord have they
taken away…

28 Wherefore, thou seest that after the
book hath gone forth through the
hands of the great and abominable
church, that there are many plain and
precious things taken away from the
book, which is the book of the Lamb of
God.

A promise is made later in the same
chapter that these plain and precious
truths, which had been lost through the
corruption of the great and abominable
church, would be restored:

35 For, behold, saith the Lamb: I will
manifest myself unto thy seed, that
they shall write many things which I
shall minister unto them, which shall
be plain and precious [The Book of
Mormon]; and after thy seed shall be
destroyed, and dwindle in unbelief,
and also the seed of thy brethren, be-
hold, these things shall be hid up, to
come forth unto the Gentiles, by the
gift and power of the Lamb [through
Joseph Smith].

38 And it came to pass that I beheld the
remnant of the seed of my brethren,
and also the book of the Lamb of God,
which had proceeded forth from the
mouth of the Jew, that it came forth
from the Gentiles unto the remnant of
the seed of my brethren [the Laman-
ites, or American Indians].

39 And after it had come forth unto
them I beheld other books, which came
forth by the power of the Lamb, from
the Gentiles unto them, unto the con-
vincing of the Gentiles and the rem-
nant of the seed of my brethren, and
also the Jews who were scattered upon
all the face of the earth, that the
records of the prophets and of the
twelve apostles of the Lamb are true.

40 And the angel spake unto me, say-
ing: These last records [The Book of
Mormon], which thou hast seen among
the Gentiles, shall establish the truth of
the first [The Bible], which are of the
twelve apostles of the Lamb, and shall

THE FULNESS OF THE GOSPEL?

A relatively recent addition to the Book
of Mormon has been the Introduction,
which explains that “The Book of Mor-
mon is a volume of holy scripture com-
parable to the Bible…” Anyone looking
at the Book of Mormon for the first time
today may also find a book mark inside
the front cover directing the reader to
key references, including Christ’s al-
leged visit to America, Moroni’s ubiqui-
tous promise - and the introduction.

Noteworthy is the statement at the very
beginning of the introduction that The
Book of Mormon “is a record of God’s
dealings with the ancient inhabitants of
the Americas and contains, as does the
Bible, the fulness of the everlasting
gospel.” Perhaps you want to read that
again. The introduction to the Book of
Mormon declares that the Bible con-
tains “the fulness of the everlasting
gospel.” The significance of this state-
ment might be lost on those who do not
understand that Mormonism claims to be
a restored religion. It is a fundamental
“truth” of Mormonism that the plain and
simple truth, the “fulness” of the gospel,
was substantially lost after the death of
the apostles. The religion of Joseph
Smith was a restoration of those truths.

The Book of Mormon itself says of the
Bible:

1 Nephi 13

24 And the angel of the Lord said unto
me: Thou hast beheld that the book [the
Bible] proceeded forth from the mouth
of a Jew; and when it proceeded forth
from the mouth of a Jew it contained
the fulness of the gospel of the Lord, of
whom the twelve apostles bear record;
and they bear record according to the
truth which is in the Lamb of God…

26 And after they go forth by the hand
of the twelve apostles of the Lamb, from
the Jews unto the Gentiles, thou seest
the formation of that great and abom-
inable church, which is most abom-
inable above all other churches; for be-
hold, they have taken away from the
gospel of the Lamb many parts which



 Summer 2000                                                                                     Page 9 - Reachout Quarterly

before it was compiled" (TPJS, pp. 9-10).
(Italics added)

In addition, Mormon apostle Orson Pratt
wrote the following:

The Bible has been robbed of it’s plain-
ness; many sacred books having been
lost…and what few we have left, were
copied and re-copied so many times,
that it is admitted that almost every
verse has been corrupted and mutilated
to that degree that scarcely any two of
them read alike. (The Seer, p.213, 1854)

The very process of translation is seen as
having a corrupting effect, the more
modern the Bible, the more times it has
been translated, the more corrupt the
text. Thus the Bible is explained away.
Not wanting the world to know this, they
are happy to declare that the Bible con-
tains “the fulness of the everlasting
gospel.” Having gained a hearing by
posing as Bible believing Christians who
simply have more to offer, they can then
proceed to teach their message of a cor-
rupt Christianity and an unreliable Bible.
The trouble is that this leaves them with
a claim to be a restoration of something
that has always been here, and with a
book that claims to be another testimony
of something we fully knew all along.

THE BOOK OF MORMON -

ANOTHER TESTAMENT?

In the early 1980’s, The Book of Mor-
mon became The Book of Mormon, An-
other Testament of Jesus Christ. Most
people today, Mormon and non-
Mormon alike, would be unaware that it
was ever any other way. To Mormons
this marked a welcome clarification that
their faith is centred on Jesus Christ. It
also served to strengthen in the public
mind the claim that Mormonism is re-
stored Christianity.

‘Another Testament’ implies another of
the same kind and conjures in people’s
minds thoughts of the original
“testaments” to which this ‘other’ testa-
ment clearly alludes. We have already
seen that the Book of Mormon is de-
scribed as “a volume of holy scripture
comparable to the Bible.” It takes no
great imagination, therefore, to make the
connection thus, Old Testament, New
Testament, Another Testament and, of
course, this is exactly the train of
thought the Mormon Church wants us to
follow. But is the Book of Mormon an-

Bible and they promised that they took
exactly the same view as our friend.
Several meetings later, frustrated by not
being able to deal with the Bible verses
our friend used to challenge what they
were teaching, they declared the Bible
to be unreliable and corrupt, “translated
incorrectly.” Challenged to square this
with their first declaration of full trust
in the Bible they struggled to hold two
thoughts in their minds at the same
time. On the one hand, the “official”
stand before the world is that Mormons
trust the Bible; on the other, the true
position is that the Bible is only reliable
“as far as it is translated correctly.”

Needless to say, the average Mormon’s
knowledge of translation work gener-
ally, and how we got our Bible in par-
ticular, is woefully inadequate. They
fall back on the myths that the Mormon
Church churns out and trust that their
leaders are keeping them reliably in-
formed. The truth is that the popular
Mormon account of Bible translation
work is embarrassingly fanciful and is
designed with a built in prejudice
against the Bible and for the restored
gospel of Joseph Smith. A common
Mormon explanation of how we got our
Bible is that it is “a translation of a
translation of a translation…” Each
generation is seen as a translation of a
previous translation.

Using this reasoning one might under-
standably conclude that modern transla-
tions of the Bible are merely para-
phrases of previous Bibles, subject to
the fads and prejudices of translators.
The following is again taken from the
same section of the Encyclopedia of
Mormonism:

The official position of the Church is
stated in its eighth article of faith: "We
believe the Bible to be the word of God
as far as it is translated correctly." The
message of the Bible is held to be true,
while details of accuracy and complete-
ness are accepted within certain limits.
The Prophet Joseph Smith explained:
"I believe the Bible as it read when it
came from the pen of the original writ-
ers. Ignorant translators, careless tran-
scribers, or designing and corrupt
priests have committed many errors"
(TPJS, p. 327). And again, "From
sundry revelations which had been re-
ceived, it was apparent that many
points touching the salvation of men,
had been taken from the Bible, or lost

of what we would today recognise as
Mormonism is not to be found either in
the Bible or the Book of Mormon. The
Mormon Church would claim that reve-
lation is progressive in nature and that
“further light and knowledge” is one of
the benefits of having modern prophets.
In other words further restoration work,
if you will, as described in the above
quote. This leaves us with a picture of
the fulness of the gospel being consis-
tently available in the Bible, being re-
stored through the Book of Mormon,
though it was never missing and being
topped up by modern revelation, though
we had the fulness of the gospel all
along. How did the restoration of “plain
and precious truths” come to be so con-
fusing?

Another question might be how many
different ways can you say the same
thing? We have been here before, of
course, and some might ask why are we
looking at this again? Because this is
the message of Mormonism on the
doorsteps today. In an attempt to appear
orthodox and align themselves with the
mainstream Christian churches, the
Mormon Church must embrace the
book that everyone associates with the
Christian faith, the Bible. Having
started a religion that is based on an
unreliable Bible they have realised what
a liability they have in a message that
distrusts the Bible and prefers the Book
of Mormon. We have observed before
that in Mormonism the Bible is the only
book of scripture that is not viewed as
infallible. Just look at their eighth arti-
cle of faith:

We believe the Bible to be the word of
God as far as it is translated correctly;
we also believe the Book of Mormon to
be the Word of God.

However, this idea cannot be allowed to
enter into the perceptions of the world
“out there” before there has been an
opportunity to “explain” the Mormon
position on the Bible.

This is nowhere better illustrated than
in the experience of a friend of ours
who met several times recently with
Mormon missionaries. On their first
visit he set out to establish their attitude
to the Bible, declaring, “I am a Chris-
tian and trust the Bible as the fully
reliable word of God. I have been told
that Mormons are not Christians and do
not fully trust the Bible”. Their reply
was an unequivocal endorsement of the
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while the Book of Mormon is “the most
correct of any book on earth, and the
keystone of our religion, and a man
would get nearer to God by abiding by
it’s precepts than by any other
book”(Joseph Smith, TPJS, p.194).

Having been invited this Easter to gaze
at the cross, folk have found themselves
walking in a grove; having been invited
to meet Jesus, they have found them-
selves in the company of Joseph; hav-
ing been promised a Saviour, they have
been given an American prophet of du-
bious character; having been told of a
God, they have found themselves in the
presence of an exalted man; having
been offered another testament of Jesus
Christ, they have been given a testa-
ment of another Jesus Christ; having
been promised new covenant freedom,
they will quickly find themselves
trapped in the worse form of old
covenant slavery.

“And I will keep on doing what I am
doing in order to cut the ground from
under those who want an opportunity
to be considered equal with us in the
things they boast about. For such men
are false apostles, deceitful workmen,
masquerading as apostles of Christ.
And no wonder, for Satan himself mas-
querades as an angel of light. It is not
surprising, then, if his servants mas-
querade as servants of righteousness.
Their end will be what their actions
deserve.” (2 Cor.11:12-15)

(end of article)

ment in the full biblical sense. In the
Bible testament means covenant. The
Old Testament is the old covenant
whilst the New Testament is the new
covenant “in my blood.” The Old Tes-
tament is not the Old Testimony; nei-
ther is the New Testament the New
Testimony.

Again, we have here an example of
Mormon doublespeak. It is clear that
the addition of “Another Testament of
Jesus Christ” to the title of the Book of
Mormon is designed to help people
associate the Book of Mormon with the
Bible, i.e. the Old Testament, the New
Testament, and Another Testament. It is
clear from the introduction to the Book
of Mormon that this other testament is
meant to be viewed as “a volume of
holy scripture comparable to the
Bible.” Yet, the Mormon word testa-
ment means testimony while the bibli-
cal word testament means covenant.
Once again, an attempt on the part of
the Mormon Church to appear ortho-
dox, when closely examined, shows
anything but an orthodox, bible-based
religion.

THE LAMB OF GOD

The Lamb of God is the Mormon ver-
sion of the very successful Jesus video,
which has been seen by millions around
the world over many years. We have
already mentioned the Mormon video
in this column and many will be aware
of the advertisements in the press, mag-
azines and on television inviting folk to
ring and order a copy in the lead up to
Easter. Inevitably, two charming Mor-
mon missionaries who will offer to
share the Mormon gospel will deliver it.

Just as they are able to go from an
apparent respect for and trust in the
Bible to a position of total mistrust of
the word of God, so Mormons are able
to travel the great distance from this
apparently innocuous and orthodox ac-
count of the last week of Jesus’ life to
the more bizarre aspects of Mormonism
we have discussed over the years. Hav-
ing gained entry based on a familiar
story, they move immediately to their
claim that Christ’s Church quickly be-
came corrupt and apostate and was
‘restored’ some 1700 years later by
Joseph Smith. Having won people’s
trust by speaking warmly of the Bible,
they move immediately to their claim
that the Bible is corrupt and unreliable

other of the same kind?

The word testament comes from the
Latin testamentum. The Latin Bible
comprises the Vetus Testamentum and
the Novum Testamentum, the Old Testa-
ment and the New Testament. The Greek
for testament is diathéké and the Greek
Bible comprises the hépalaia diathéké
and the hé kainé diathéké. The Latin
testamentum and the Greek diathéké in
the biblical context both mean covenant,
as in a solemn and binding agreement
between two parties. The New Testa-
ment can, then, be called the collection
of the books of the New Covenant. This
is borne out in some key New Testament
passages:

“This cup is the new covenant
[testament in the KJV] in my blood”
(Luke 22:20, NIV)

“He has made us competent as minis-
ters of a new covenant - not of the
letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills,
but the Spirit gives life” (2 Cor.3:6,NIV)

And in Galatians 4, we have a clear
picture of the old covenant, which is
“from Mount Sinai and bears children
who are slaves,” and the new covenant
whose children are “children of
promise.” The Old Testament is the old
covenant, which is of the law and which
brings slavery, and the New Testament
is the new covenant which is of the Spirit
and which brings freedom in Christ.

Given that we now have in The Book of
Mormon Another Testament of Jesus
Christ, it seems appropriate to ask what
is the nature of this other covenant?

Of course, any Mormon challenged with
such a question would readily explain
that they mean testimony, not covenant.
The Book of Mormon is another testi-
mony of Jesus Christ. But can testament
mean testimony? Yes it can. According
to Webster’s third New International
Dictionary one definition of testament
is, “a tangible proof or tribute: EVI-
DENCE, WITNESS…an expression of
conviction: AFFIRMATION,
CREDO…” But given this definition of
testament can we say, as we are clearly
meant to believe, that The Book of Mor-
mon is “Another Testament of Jesus
Christ”, i.e. another of the same kind as
the first two testaments? Having led us
by that word “another” to think of the
other testaments of our Christian experi-
ence, the Old and New Testaments, it
seems reasonable to understand testa-
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What, then is the biblical teaching on
Justification? Can Christians be clear
about it? The answer is, yes. It is neces-
sarily made abundantly clear because its
correct understanding is fundamental to
perceiving the truth of the Gospel!
The New Testament itself defines the
substance of the Gospel on several occa-
sions. See 1 Cor.15:1-14, 1 Cor.2:1-2,
Romans 10:9-10, Acts 16:30-3 and Ro-
mans 4: 24-25; we may also consider
Paul’s defence before Agrippa in Acts
26:1-23. All of these texts, and others
too, define the message of the Gospel,
which Paul preached, centring on the
Cross, and what Christ achieved there.
This is the Gospel message. Repent and
believe on the Lord Jesus Christ - the King-
dom is at hand! (Those accepting and per-
sonally applying Christ’s sacrifice are
brought into Christ’s Kingdom now.)

The Kingdom is at hand
This is not the place for a full rebuttal of
the Adventist belief that ‘The Kingdom
is at hand’ refers to the Second Coming.
Under the New Covenant Man is ‘made
right’ with God, in other words justified,
by accepting Christ - there are no other
grounds! The Adventist cults and sects
do not fully appreciate nor understand
what occurred upon the Cross; an ex-
change occurred. Christ took the sins of
the world upon His shoulders, which is
why the Father had to temporarily turn His
back on Him, for God cannot live with sin.
Christ had to be fully Man and fully God
for this to take place (ruling out the Arian-
ism of Jehovah’s Witness, in which Christ
is not God, simply the highest creation of
God). The second part of the exchange was
that the righteousness of God becomes im-
puted to repentant sinners who accept
Christ. Therefore, Christ took upon Him-
self the sins of all who would believe upon
Him, and these people took upon them-
selves the righteousness of God.
The righteousness of God
The oft-occurring statement in Romans,
‘The Righteousness of God’ refers to this
completed work of Christ upon the Cross.
In both cases, the exchange was forensic or
judicial - a matter of attributing guilt and
responsibility (as in a court of law).
Christ did not internally infuse sin or
become sinful in His last few moments

upon the cross. Neither is it possible for
repentant Man to truly ‘infuse’ the very
holiness of God. But is it imputed to
him. It is all a matter of the grace of
God. Of course, the Christian should then
be expected to exhibit signs of having
received God’s grace in his/her life having
received the Holy Spirit which is a tiny bit
of Eternal Life which God allows to dwell
in Christian right now.
Read what Paul says of Israel in Romans
10:1-13, also carefully read all of Gala-
tians. Christians are granted a freedom in
Christ, which was not available to those
under the law. The law was a child-trainer
to bring us to Christ Gal 3:23-29. We are
now to be a people ‘of the Spirit’ - not the
letter since we have, through the Spirit, a
tiny part of the mind of Christ within us. It
will thus be appreciated that a correct
understanding of Justification how we are
‘made right’ with, or reconciled to, God is
intrinsic to the Gospel.
That is what the Gospel message is all
about!! It tells us that everything, which hap-
pened under the Old Covenant only, pre-
figured or looked forward to Christ. Sacri-
fices could never truly cancel out sins, only
the supreme sacrifice, Christ, could do that -
Further even impeccable law-keeping could
not do that, which is an important part of
Paul’s message (as an ex-Pharisee).
The moment any Adventist sect founder
comes up with their version of the
gospel, usually requiring adherence to
the import of their own writing and
conceptions, the plot is lost!! Paul has
already illustrated that the Gospel
doesn’t need supporting with extra
philosophies (Ephesians and Colossians),
nor with any partial adherence to the Old
Covenant (Galatians and Romans), be-
lievers in Christ were not to attempt to put
‘New wine into old bottles’ (Luke 5), the
Old Covenant is now, for Christians, ob-
solete (Hebrews 8:13)
So, does this mean that Christians are
now free to break all of the Ten Com-
mandments? Hardly, because that
would be living a life of plain contra-
diction, we would be showing ourselves
to be children of Satan - not Christ!!
We now follow The Law of Christ be-
ing led by the Spirit. We do not reject
the law but we look upon it in a very
different way now, knowing that Christ

took its penalty upon Himself at the
Cross. There is now no condemnation
(Romans 8:1-2) for we are not under
the law but under grace.
So, as Paul is at pains to explain in
Romans, a new way of achieving the
righteousness of God, without the dic-
tates of the law, is revealed in Christ
giving the Jew with their knowledge of
law, no advantage - It is received
through faith in Christ.

Got it right?
So, does all of the above mean that all
the established Protestant churches
have got it right? Concerning their per-
ception of the Gospel - Yes. Neverthe-
less, they have occasionally taken on
some dreadful influences. The rational-
istic God - denying liberal theology of
the last century, for instance has taken a
terrible toll and has been a destroyer of
churches. But good conservative evan-
gelical theology has fought back very
well producing a plethora of biblically
sound writers and theologians, espe-
cially in the UK.
Names such as C.S. Lewis, John Stott,
Alister McGrath and Martyn Lloyd-Jones
spring to mind. The voluminous writings
of these men, and others, is biblically en-
tirely sound and a great asset to those who
would wish to grow in the knowledge of
the faith. Nevertheless, there are still liber-
als around who while writing about Scrip-
ture, would deny numerous clear state-
ments contained therein, of these Don Cu-
pitt is one of the worst offenders. Cupitt
reduces God to a mere concept enabling
us to live more fulfilled lives but not actu-
ally existing. Paul Tillich is another the-
ologian who, earlier in this century,
greatly perverted the Scriptures but his
influence has now greatly waned. It is
promising that Europe, a hotbed of deeply
flawed rationalistic theology 100 years
ago, has produced the three greatest the-
ologians of the century in Karl Barth, Pan-
nenberg and Moltmann and they have
firmly returned to a biblically-based posi-
tion of faith, especially Barth - which is
not to say that their work is com-
pletely without flaws.

(end of article)
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WATCH THE TOWER
declaration, together with the convention
report to the Reich Chancellor and to each
of the appropriate ministers of the Ger-
man Empire and its state governments.
Following on from this most earnest
application and explanation comes a
humble plea, namely to grant an oppor-
tunity for a commission (delegation)
from our number to present personally
to the Reich Chancellor or Minister of
the Interior (Home Office) a responsible
and true representation of our situa-
tion. On the other hand the Reich
Chancellor himself could appoint a
commission, which is not opposed to us
by religious prejudice and themselves
would not be professionally religiously
biased, but would evaluate our position
totally without prejudice, correspond-
ing to the Reich Chancellor’s own just
principles laid down for such purposes.
With these principles in mind we beg to
quote from point 24 of the manifesto of
the German National Socialist Workers
party: - “We demand the freedom for all
religious persuasions within the state, in
so far as they do not endanger its posi-
tion, or offend against the moral and
ethical sensibilities of the Germanic
race. The party as such supports the
view of a positive Christianity, without
preference to any one denomination; it
combats the spirit of Jewish materialism
within and without, and is convinced
that a lasting recovery of our people can
only succeed from the inside out”

We too are firmly convinced, that, if we
are judged without religious prejudice,
firstly according to God’s word, secondly
to the points set out in this application
(petition), then the national German gov-
ernment will have no cause to prevent our
services or missionary activity.

In anticipation of an expeditious and
favourable consent, and the assurance of
our utmost respect (high regard), we are,
most honoured Reich Chancellor,

Your most humble servants
Watchtower Bible and Tract Society
Magdeburg

Haak goes on to say:
They represent themselves as being vic-
tims of the Hitler dictatorship, making
out they were singled out as being
amongst the first, and therefore
amongst the most important sufferers.
It is true that many died in camps.

(Continued from page 7) It is also true that Hitler received from
Rutherford on 15th June (i.e. 10 days
before the J.W. convention in Magde-
burg) an obsequious address, emphasis-
ing his complete agreement with the
parallel goals of the national govern-
ment of the German Reich. Also in-
cluded were:

1. Refusal to take part in war propa-
ganda

2. Stand against business Jews and
Catholics

3. Identification of the above people as
being the most rigorous persecutors.

When the N.S. leaders clearly showed
no interest in the aspirations of the
American ‘sect-firm’, their supporters
everywhere were called to send letters
of protest to the N.S. The result is that
the “Serious Bible Students” were
rounded up and died in the camps.
Not, however, for the leader of the
German branch of the Society, Erich
Frost. He it was who betrayed his Bible
Student charges and their meeting
places. In contrast to the wretched fate
of the ordinary small ‘publishers’, he
survived the Third Reich relatively un-
scathed, only to be re-established in
office as a freedom fighter in 1945.  

(end of article)

Doug Harris will be involved in train-
ing at the following seminars. Others
may have been added since publica-
tion. Please ring Head Office for fur-
ther details. Those marked * may have
a restricted attendance.
If there is not a venue near you but you
feel that your area would benefit from
a seminar, contact Head Office to talk
about organising one.

The following dates have been con-
firmed but there are others awaiing
final agreement.

JUNE
2 Streatham
5 Rochester
6 Watford Team *
9-10 Cheltenham
17-18 WARLEY TRAINING
20 Lincoln Team *
21 Streatham
25 Twickenham

JULY
1 Wolverhampton
4 Birmingham Team *
5 South Ealing
8 Woodford
16 Reigate
18 Battersea

SEPTEMBER
10 Dagenham
11 Southampton Team *
16-17 Wirral
18 Romsey
19 Battersea

Doug’s Diary

Due to unforeseen circumstances the
article on the Christadelphians was
not ready for this issue. We hope to
resume the column next issue.
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ANOTHER MASSACRE

body believes that the Watchtower Soci-
ety would perpetrate a massacre as in
Uganda but are they not doing some-
thing similar? What do I mean?

All Jehovah's Witnesses believe that the
only hope of surviving the battle of Ar-
mageddon is to be an active loyal mem-
ber of the Watchtower Society. On that
final day when God’s judgement comes
these trusting souls will seek to survive
not with a relationship with Jesus Christ
but because they hold membership of a
man made organisation. Is that not en-
couraging them to lose their lives not
just in this life but for eternity as well?
How tragic when the Bible has made it
so clear that we can survive but not
because we join the Watchtower Bible
and Tract Society. Is this teaching of the
Governing Body any less dangerous
than the leadership in Uganda? Please
think seriously about it.

UNAWARE OF BIBLICAL
TEACHING

Finally we would like to comment that
situations as described in the previous

(Continued from page 1) section could not happen if Christians
took the time to learn and meditate on
the fundamental doctrines of their salva-
tion as shown in Scripture. The trouble
is many do not know what is true or not
and so can be led astray.

Would you take this lesson seriously and
spend time learning what you believe
both so you can know safety and that
you can help others to see where they
are being misled. As those of you who
have heard me speak lately will know, I
have been very struck by the opening
words of Luke’s gospel.

“… it seemed fitting to me as well, hav-
ing investigated everything carefully
from the beginning, to write it out for
you in consecutive order… so that you
might know the exact truth about the
things you have been taught.” Luke 1:3-
4

Please note he did not just investigate
but he investigated everything and not
just investigated everything but investi-
gated everything carefully. He then put
some clear structure and presentation to
it so the readers might know the exact
truth of what they had been taught. May
each one of us have the same determina-

tion and desire and spend time investi-
gating everything about our salvation
carefully.

(end of article)

What’s Going On?
Carrie Thomas, Mike and Ann’s daugh-
ter, has just spent three months at head
office primarily helping with data entry.
This has involved sorting out the news-
paper clippings and snippets of informa-
tion that people send in to us on a regu-
lar basis into some semblance of order
and then recording this information on a
computer database. The work is impor-
tant because as people contact Head
Office they expect Reachout Trust to be
up to date on what is happening in the
world of the cults across the UK.
We depend very much on people keep-
ing us informed of developments, and
welcome news and views about the cult
scene in the UK. Perhaps you have seen
something in the press, or heard some-
thing “on the grapevine” but then
thought it not worth passing on because
“Reachout is just bound to know.” That
may be just the piece of information we
need to complete the picture, to pass on
to an enquirer, to help illustrate a point
in the newsletter. Pass it on! Even if we
already know something about it confir-
mation from another source, or news
from another angle can make the picture

more complete and help us report with
greater confidence. Would you consider
helping in the following ways:
News about what is going on in your area
can help focus the attention of Reachout. Is
a Kingdom Hall being built? Is a new group
operating where you live, or an established
group working in a new way? Let us know.
Are you aware of recent developments
within cult groups? Recently the Reorgan-
ised LDS Church changed its name. We
knew that, but do you know anyone in-
volved in the group and can you tell us
how they feel about it? Knowing about
in-group developments helps us inform
others with an interest, or whose lives are
touched by a particular cult.
Items in the news can be helpful and
informative. Features in newspapers and
magazines can help us learn how the cults
are presenting themselves in the media -
and how they are perceived through the
media. This information can be very help-
ful when we ourselves deal with the me-
dia by helping us be informed and speak
with some authority.
Verifiable testimonies from those who
have first hand experience of a cult, or of
coming out of a cult can prove helpful.

We would emphasise verifiable. Anec-
dotes and third hand stories can be un-
reliable and a liability when you are
going into print. Stories of encounters
with cult members can illustrate for oth-
ers how they are currently working and
help us understand how they are thinking.
A good example is the story of Mike and
Ann’s friend in this issue’s Truth Restored
article. It is a recent encounter, comes
from a known and reliable source and can
be verified.
Current literature issued by the cults
helps us understand what is behind the
questions we are asked and the inquiries
we receive. As we write, communicate
and inform it is good if we can speak to
what people are meeting on their
doorsteps. Knowing what are the current
claims being made can better prepare us to
help concerned callers.
While we welcome phone calls it is best
if anything you have to share is written
down, clipped from a newspaper etc. as
this helps us keep a clear and full record
and file it properly for future reference.

(end of article)
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POKEMONS
Win by Destroying others – the ‘spirit’
of the game is the exact opposite of the
Spirit of Christ. Here we seek to destroy
each other. Friends become enemies and
enemies are to be destroyed. There is no
consideration for the other person sim-
ply that ‘I’ want to be the best master
there is. In other words it is ‘self’ of the
worse kind that is uppermost.

All consuming – this is not a game of
‘Monopoly,’ which may end in tears but
is over when it’s over. There is no end to
this game you must always do better.
This becomes all consuming and every-
thing else must take second place.

True if we just have a pokemon toy in
the bedroom it will probably do no harm
but once that leads to regular viewing of
the cartoon show another problem re-
sults,

Fear - this a classic result in children
and fear is not a Christian’s inheritance.

Even the secular Newsweek magazine
wrote,

Pokémon is still a monster… like many
monsters it is creating a measure of fear
and panic in its wake.

A supporter of Reachout Trust related
how his son would not go downstairs by
himself on Saturday mornings because
of the fear created by the cartoon.

Once too our lives become dominated by
getting ‘all the cards’ we can become,

Aggressive, secretive and even steal -
all of which are not characteristics the
Holy Spirit places in people.

(Continued from page 2) There seems to be little doubt that any
half serious involvement with Poké-
mons leads away from the encourage-
ment of Philippians 4:8:

Finally, brethren, whatsoever is true,
whatever is honourable, whatever is
right, whatever is pure, whatever is
lovely, whatever is of good repute, if
there is any excellence and if anything
worthy of praise, let your mind dwell on
these things.

However it is not only Christians that
are concerned and I thought I would
close with a quote that was emailed to
me, taken from a secular newspaper:

If toys are really a way of learning life
skills, why should we teach our chil-
dren to enjoy training creatures to kill.
Cock fighting and bear baiting were
made illegal years ago. But people will
say, "It's just a game, nobody gets hurt,
its just imagination." Tell that to the
families that have suffered violence in-
duced by film images or pornography.
As parents and grandparents we have a
responsibility to protect our children
against the evil they cannot see even if
it is dressed up as an angel of light.

POSTSCRIPTPOSTSCRIPTPOSTSCRIPTPOSTSCRIPT
While preparing this article we received
the following press article from Reuters
which continues to underline the vari-
ous dangers that children are exposed to
from these creatures.

Pokemon, the fantasy animal combat
cartoon that has swept the West, faces
a showdown with Sweden's television
watchdog which may ban it from the
small screen.

Hack Kampmann of Sweden's televi-
sion watchdog Granskningsnamnden,
told the tabloid Aftonbladet on Friday
that the cartoon, currently shown on
Swedish television, may break national
laws banning advertising aimed at chil-
dren.

“It could be disguised advertising, an
impermissible means of furthering
commercial interests,” Kampmann
said of the programme, in which mythi-
cal animals battle it out for the glory of
their teenage human trainers.

Pokemon, short for Pocket Monster,
began as a Nintendo Co. Ltd.
(7974.OS) video game in Japan five
years ago and has since ballooned into
a cultural phenomenon with spin-offs
including trading cards, video games, a
feature film, books, comics, toys and
clothing.

Some schools have banned playground
trading in the cards, which can fetch
high cash prices.

(end of article)

This second article on apologetics is
another introductory one, as I want us to
look at the way that Jesus dealt with the
people He met. We have so many things
that we can learn of how to communicate
if we look at the way He spoke to peo-
ple.

There are three passages that I want to
draw lessons from. They will certainly
help us to communicate but also maybe
to learn something about the people we
are talking to. The first passage is cer-
tainly within that category

Luke 24:13-35

Luke is the only writer to record the
conversation going on between these
two on the road to Emmaus. The cir-
cumstances are very interesting. They
were talking about the things that had
happened in Jerusalem. We can see
that they were aware that Jesus was a
great teacher and worker of miracles
(v.19); they knew all about His death
and indeed that it was the significant
third day (vv.20-21); they were aware
of an empty tomb (v.22); and they had

received a message from the heavenly
realms (v.23.). All these things we
would say were of great encouragement
and would certainly lead us to rejoice in
the Lord. Nevertheless, they were sad.

Learning the lesson shown hear will
help us greatly in our presentation to
those in the cults. Simply because they
have all the facts it does not mean that
they will believe. Indeed, they may
have the exact same facts as we have
and yet twist the meaning to the oppo-
site. Here instead of rejoicing over the
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tans. The woman knowing this
was puzzled. Jesus makes Him-
self vulnerable to the woman by
asking her for a drink of water.
He relates lovingly to her as a
human being not accusing her
as an adulteress.

• vv.10 - 14 - Jesus does not even
begin by talking about the woman
but he talks about Himself. He
shows her that what He has is
far better than what she has.

• v.15 - This leads the woman to
want what Jesus has rather than
being forced away

•  vv.16-18 - Jesus still has to deal
with what is wrong in the
woman’s life but He does it in
such a loving way. He begins
with a question not an accusa-
tion. We can learn much from
this - it is far better to ask a
question of the cult member that
will cause them to open up and
think rather than accuse them
which will cause them to clam up.

• v.19 - Jesus is prepared to talk at
her level.

• v.29 - She knows that something
is different. She is not absolutely
sure what it is but now there is a
big ‘question mark’ in her life.

In summary

♦ Build bridges not brick walls

♦ Show them you have something
better than they do but not with a
‘holier than thou’ attitude

♦ Ask questions not make accusa-
tions

♦ Sow doubt and share the real Je-
sus

In the next issues of the Quarterly we
will hope to help you put many if not all
of these points into practice as we look
at a number of specific issues that we
can face in the presentation of the
Gospel of Jesus Christ.

(end of article)

empty tomb they were sad about it. But
why is this?

I believe the answer is in verse 21 – they
had put their ‘own spin’ on the events.
Instead of taking them at face value, they
would only look at them within the
events that they wanted to happen. Cult
members and indeed non Christians in
general have their own way of looking at
events and we should not be surprised if
they believe the opposite of us over any
particular Scripture or set of Biblical
events.

Notice too that even when Jesus showed
from Scripture that these things had to
happen (vv.26-27) they were still sad and
moving away from Jerusalem. What are
we saying that apologetics are not
enough – that is correct! We need apolo-
getics we need to be able to present the
clear picture from Scripture as Jesus did
to provide the framework that can be
understood by the listener. We need to
make that reasoned defence as to why
what we believe is true and is a better
option to what they believe however
without a further ingredient this will not
be sufficient.

Just as bread will never rise without yeast
and the best looking new car is useless
without fuel apologetics will go nowhere
without the work of the Holy Spirit
within the life of the person listening.
The two on the road to Emmaus only
realised the significance of the burning
within their hearts when they saw who
Jesus was (vv.31-33) and they only fully
understood what He had said to them
when He opened their minds to under-
stand the Scriptures (v.45.)

Apologetics are the framework, the scaf-
folding if you like that is very important
but never rely totally on good presenta-
tion and ignore the intercession that the
Lord would open the hearts and the
minds of those we are talking too. He
alone can reveal who He truly is to a
person and He alone can give under-
standing of the Scriptures that goes far
beyond the natural mind.

Luke 10 :25-37

From our second passage, I want to sim-
ply make a few bullet points.

• v.25 - Jesus knew He was being
put to the test but He did not react
in a negative way. We will be put
to the test by many people learn to
use it positively.

• v.26 – There was no accusation
or rebuke but a question that
took the hearer to the heart and
root of the matter. Learn to ask
questions and not make accusa-
tions. Learn to allow the person
to often answer his or her own
queries and not just be ready to
show off your superior knowl-
edge!

• v.29 – People will want to jus-
tify themselves and often as here
will use something that is sec-
ondary. The main point was to
love God but taking up the sec-
ondary point of loving the neigh-
bour, the listener tries to deflect
the power and truth of the an-
swer just given. Be ready for this
attitude and tactic, which at
times is not deliberate but sim-
ply an automatic natural reac-
tion.

• v.30 – Jesus deals with this by
telling a parable that not only
answers the secondary question
but brings the enquirer back face
to face with the central issue.
Learn a reservoir of ‘parables’
that can be used in specific in-
stances and for certain subjects
that do what Jesus did hear.

The final passage I want to draw some
lessons from is one I often speak about,

JOHN 4:7-39

This is probably one of the best illustra-
tions of how Jesus communicated with
people. If we were looking at this solely
from the cult point of view, it is also a
great illustration of how Jesus dealt
with someone in a cult.

The Samaritans had taken the pure Jew-
ish tradition and added their own
‘cultish’ twist, to such an extent that the
Jews would not even talk with the
Samaritans.

This woman was also a sinner in great
need who had no idea of the true
Gospel of Jesus Christ when she began
talking with Jesus but by the end she
was clear enough to be able to go and
tell others. What had happened and how
did Jesus communicate?

• vv.6&7 - a true servant is always
ready. Jesus made no excuses to
ignore the woman although He
had the perfect one, that Jews
had no dealings with Samari-
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As many will be aware new legislation came into force in April 2000 whereby we can reclaim any tax that
you have paid on the amount of your gifts no matter how small providing you instruct us to treat them as
gift aid donations.

All regular donors have received such forms as below but we wondered if this would be an opportunity for
others to consider making a one off gift or indeed a regular small donation to the work of Reachout Trust.

Regular readers of this Quarterly will be are of the way we use such finances to produce materials and
initiate services to both train Christians and help those in the various types of cult groups. This is a vital
ministry to many and your donation would help us to continue and expand our services.

If you are eligible please could we encourage you to complete the form below (you can photostat the page)
by ticking the appropriate boxes, deleting the * inappropriate words and sending it with your gift to
REACHOUT TRUST 24 ORMOND ROAD RICHMOND SURREY TW10 6TH. Do not worry if your
circumstances might change in the future because you can withdraw this authority at any time by simply
writing to us. Many Thanks.

____________________________________
Authority to reclaim tax on a gift

(Please complete in BLOCK LETTERS – Thank You.)

Title and Full Name:__________________________________________________________

Address:____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________ Post Code:_________________________

 %%%% I wish to make a one-off gift by cheque (enclosed)/my credit card * of £          for Reachout Trust
which along with any future gifts made by whatever means should be treated as Gift Aid donations
on which tax can be reclaimed.

%%%% I enclose a gift/wish to make a gift via my credit card * of £          for Reachout Trust which along
with any future gifts made by whatever means should be treated as Gift Aid donations on which tax
can be reclaimed. This is the first of a regular monthly/quarterly yearly * gift which I wish to pay by
cheque/standing order/credit card *

My credit card number is                                                                 expiry date

By signing this form I declare that I have paid an amount of income tax or capital gains tax equal to
the sum of 28p for every £1 given.

I further agree to inform you if my tax circumstances change or I wish to withdraw this agreement.

Signed___________________________________________ Date________________________


