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EUROPEAN UNION'

Many have asked us over the
past months just what sort of
a ‘union’ is being made in
Europe, especidly with is-
sues concerning new reli-
gions and cults. However it
is not only Christian groups
that are concerned, cults
themselves are fighting back.
| have heard severa Jeho-
vah's Witnesses talk about
their action and then found
the following announcement
on the Internet.

WASHINGTON, June 2 -
PR Newswire - Today the
Commission on Security and
Cooperation in Europe an-
nounced the forthcoming
hearing:

Religious Freedom in West-
ern Europe: Religious Mi-
norities and Growing Gov-
ernment Intolerance. Tues-
day, June 8 ... Washington,
D.C. Open to Members,
Staff, the Public and the
Press

A Happy Medium - p.

Feedback - p.3.
In the News - p.4.

2.

Watch The Tower - p.6.
Truth Restored - 19 - p.8.

Guilty by Association
12 Step Programme -

- p.10.
p.12.

Swedenborg & Revival Centres - p.13.

The purpose of this hearing
by the Helsinki Commission
is to examine religious free-
dom issues in Western Eu-
rope. There is an alarming
trend toward religious intol-
erance in Western Europe
exemplified by the investiga-
tions carried out by the
French, Belgian, and Ger-
man parliaments into the ac-
tivities of minority religious
groups. These parliaments
have instituted commissions
to investigate ‘“dangerous
sects” and “psycho-groups,”
often listing groups in order
to warn the public against
them. Some groups that
were listed have reported dif-
ficulty in renting public
halls, being subjected to neg-
ative media reports, inability
to obtain commercial bank
loans, and the loss of em-
ployment by some of their
members because of affilia-
tion with a listed group.

Likewise, Austria, Belgium
and France have or are in the
process of establishing
“sect™ offices or “advice and
information centers” which
disseminate government in-
formation on minority
groups. These government

offices have the clear ability to
contribute to a climate of in-
tolerance depending on the
manner in which they collect
and distribute information.
Meanwhile, in other OSCE
countries such as Greece, gov-
ernment policies impermissi-
bly restrict religious freedom
for minority faiths.

Scheduled to appear are: Ad-
ministration Witness (invited),
Willy Fautre, Human Rights
Without Frontiers, Dr. T.
Jeremy Gunn, US Institute
for Peace, Rev. Louis DeMeo,
Grace Church of Nimes
(France), Alain Garay, Esq.,
human rights lawyer and
counsel for Jehovah's Wit
nesses, Others invited, not yet
confirmed. SOURCE: Com-
mission on Security and Co-
operation in Europe

Religious Freedom, | believe
is something we do need to
stand for and ironically, it
would mean that we would be
standing side by side with the
cults! Before you think that
thisis fanciful just look at the
following ‘official’ definition
of acult:

(Continued on page 14)




i HHPPY MEDIUM

The Psychic News trumpeted with great
delight that Father Concetti, called one
of the most competent theol ogians of the
Vatican, had said that it was no longer a
sin to dialogue with the deceased. The
article goes on to claim that the Roman
Catholic Church has been carrying out
scientific experiments with their own
mediums and now finally decided that
they are talking to the dead. Further, we
read that this time, after backing the
Nazis in the past, the Catholic Church
has learnt its lesson and is backing the
winning side.

The article then goes on to say:

It does not matter whether the scientist
- seeker after knowledge - is a Christian,
a Spiritualist, or an Atheist, the message
from people in the etheric wavelengths
is always the same: ‘You all survive
death, there is no place here just re-
served for Christians, or anybody else.
The only thing that counts is how you
have behaved during your short stay on
earth.’

This statement is very revealing when
compared with the belief of even the
Catholic Church. However, for all evan-
gelical churchesthat believe that thereis
only one way into the after life and that
is not connected with what ‘I do,” this
statement has to be investigated. It actu-
aly, | believe, leaves more questions
than it does answers. For instance, who
judges how we have behaved during our
lives? What happens to those who do not
attain the ‘ pass-mark’ ? Surely somebody
has to be ‘in charge’ and doesn't that
make them God?

The area of mediumship though is taken
further in a Paper presented by Michael
Perry at the Fourth Ecumenical Confer-
ence of Christian Parapsychology on 8
October 1996. The conference was un-
der the auspices of the Church’s Fellow-
ship for Physical and Spiritual Studies a
group that believes that mediumship isa
gift of the Holy Spirit. In this paper
entitled ‘Biblical Prohibitions and Chris-
tian Parapsychology,” Perry seeksto jus-
tify this fact and show that being a
medium and a Christian is perfectly
compatible. We will investigate this ar-
gument and see if there is any biblical

evidence.

Perry first mentions some of the Old
Testament Scriptures that seem to con-
demn mediumship, Leviticus 19:31,
Deuteronomy 18:9-14 and Isaiah 8:19-
20. But surely these Scriptures are very
plain, how can you get around them?
Several arguments are put forward,
some of them more seriously than oth-
ers.

First he indicates that the Old Testa-
ment is such, “an amazing rag-bag of
disparate materials’ that if we wished
we could pick and choose which bits
we wanted and which to leave. For
instance, most would not obey the law
that we are not to wear a garment
woven with two kinds of yarn.

He however does go on to say that this
is ridiculous and that Scripture must
have some “objective moral authority.”
He proceeds to explain that the Old
Testament laws come in three kinds:

. Some moral laws of binding
permanence.

. Some ritual regulations that
have today been superseded.

. Some that do not apply any
longer, because a theological
insight has been developed in
the course of the biblical revela-
tion.

It is obvious that he feels that the sub-
ject in question comes in the latter and
because today we look at things differ-
ently, we adjust our view. This would
be the first comment | would want to
make because we are looking at the
matter from our subjective viewpoint
and not from the viewpoint that God
had when He spoke the words. Thereis
a further problem too because God is
an eternal God and if we believein the
God of the Bible we believe in an
eternal being whose words have eternal
meaning - not one will pass away!
Looking at it from this angle sheds a
different light on the argument that
follows.

Back with Perry’s argument we find
first he seeks to cast doubt over the
various words translated medium,

witch, wizard, sorcerer etc. This leads
to the conclusion that although we are
not sure exactly what they meant, a-
though we can be absolutely sure the
woman at En-Dor was not a witch,
these are all tarred with the same brush.
Whether a medium today was the same
as amedium then is not the issue. Perry
concludes,

... the trafficking with ghosts or spirits
- it is contact with the departed - which
is basically forbidden.

Having agreed this it still remains then
to show that today is different and what
mediums do today is not what they did
when they were told not to in the Old
Testament. We are, according to Perry,
to look at the purpose of what was said;
we need not to look just at the bare
words but at the thrust of the whole
document of which they were part.
Having done this we are informed by
Perry of the reason why the commands
were there in the Old Testament but are
not relevant to the people today.

It al has to do with the purity of the
Israelite religion and that it should not
be tainted by the belief systems of those
around them. The Israelites belief was
that the dead were cut off from God's
care (see Psalm 88:4-5) and so to con-
sult the dead on the living would be
acting disloyal to the God of Isra€l.
Nevertheless, even if that was the case
then why is it not still true for Chris-
tians today? Simply that when Jesus
Christ died, because God wasin Chrigt,
God was now present with the departed.
When Christ rose from the dead, He
showed clearly that there was no place
where God was not present and so no
longer are we being disloyal to our God
when we contact the realm of the dead.

What an amazing argument! Unfortu-
nately, if as Perry wants to, you use the
Bible we discover that it holds no water
at al. Simply investigate whether God
was in the ‘realms of the dead’ in Old
Testament times. Perry quotes one
Scripture that appears to prove his case
he does not however deal with the many
verses that show that already in the Old
Testament God was everywhere (see
for example Psalm 139:7-10) and so
clearly it was not because of disloyalty
the commands were given. Reading the
whole of Psalm 88 we note that al-
though the psalmist describes himself
as being abandoned because that is
what he feels like still God is his salva
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tion and still he calls upon Him.

There are further problems to the argu-
ment when you read New Testament
Scriptures. If it was okay after the resur-
rection to talk with the reams of the
dead why does Acts till have a number
of Scriptures condemning the practice?
Perry makes an attempt at this by firstly

saying that,

The full implications of this did not
immediately dawn on the young
Church. Indeed it has not dawned on
some Christians yet!

One wonders why - maybe because it
did dawn on the early Church and Chris-
tians today that God had not changed
His mind. Perry struggles with verses
such as Acts 16:16 forward. Here we
find out that discrimination is needed
because not all that is psychic is godly.
The girl was so obsessed by the oracular
gift that she had that Paul needed to
wrench it from her. Interestingly the

Scriptures seek to show no such dis-
tinction and if that supernatural gift
was not from God where was it from?
We do not find however Perry trying
to answer other verses including Acts
19:13-20.

Things have not changed, God is the
same - He always was omnipresent
not just after the resurrection. His
eternal word is the same; it does not
ater with the whim and fancy of man.
The arguments, from Scripture that
Perry puts forward are clearly shown,
by Scripture itself, to be not proven
and talking with the dead today is just
as wrong and harmful as the Lord
showed it to be in the Old Testament.

How tragic that those who claim to be
Christian and followers of Christ seek
to contact and open themselves up to
the very spirits He has told us not to.
Do not be fooled there are only two
sources of supernatural experiences
and even as Perry mentions we need

to test every sprit to seeif it is of God (1
John 4:1-3). However when you put
these verses in context it is not to test
whether a message from the dead is right
or not as Perry intimates but whether it
comes from Christ or Satan. The context
of these verses along with the many
other verses we have mentioned shows
clearly that messages that Perry is talk-
ing about are clearly not from God.

(end of article)

= . g

FEEDBACK

We have received these two responses
regarding recent articles. If you have a
congtructive comment to make please
send it in as we would like to see this
become a regular column. It of course
needs to be said that Reachout Trust
may not agree entirely with everything
that is put in this column but we will
comment on anything that is widely
divergent to what we have said.

It is a long time since | have actively
played any RPGs, the most recent gam-
ing which | have done was playing
“Magic: The Gathering” which isacom-
plicated card strategy game. It does not
actually involve role playing, but is
highly addictive and expensive. | agree
that it is quite possible to play a role
playing game without any problems, es-
pecially when you adhere to “safety
rules’ and know to stop when it goes too
far. However, in the RPGs of my youth
there were no safety rules. In “Magic”
there are no safety rules.

Even where there are explicit safety
rules, for example with tobacco

sales, these are not so rigidly applied.
My main point is that while some of us
may be able to cope with such games,
they do contain the ingredients for draw-
ing people into the occult. Of the games
which | have played, | think that only
one (Golden Heros - where you play a
comic book superhero) was devoid of
detailed magic or  occultism.
Games such as “Call of Cuthulu” exam-
ine, deeply, the demonic world
and summoning rituals - as well as the
associated insanity and  break
down which the characters suffer.
“Runequest” provides a very detailed
account of ritual magic, and the list
grows. While | might be able to
cope with stepping back from the under-
lying structure and story, and
just use the game rules for strategy, |
would not want junior school
children to learn these games intimately.
This can be as dangerous as
looking on the shelves in a second hand
book shop and finding an instruction
book on doing the real thing - which
incidentally happened to me yesterday.
The main worry is that if the dangers of
tampering with the subjects from which
RPGs, films, books, and cults find their
source are not higlighted: will everyone
avoid the snares?

Derek Sergeant - Leeds

In reading through Andrew Harrison's
response to Gary Moses, | noticed
that he said he was wary of herbalism.
Unlike Gary | have not done any
coursesin herbalism, nor do | practicein
this field, so | do not have a vested
interest, apart from buying the odd bottle
of Olbas Oil. However there are some
thing | would like to point out, concern-
ing the concept of herbal medicine, from
the hard scientific viewpoint. | do not
hold to underlying philosophies which
may be unscientific or counter to Chris-
tian teaching.

1) The principal by which herbs are
supposed to work, is exactly the same as
conventional medication, effecting
chemical changes in the body. We are
aso familiar with certain plant based
remedies that work, for instance Doc
leaves contain an Anti-Histamine that
counteracts the Histamine of a stinging
nettle. My mother used to soak her feet
in asolution of comfrey leaves.

2) Historically, some medicines, such as
aspirin came from plant extracts. Also
digitalis used to treat heart conditions
came from fox-glove. | see the link
between herbalism and pharmacy, simi-
lar the link between Alchemy and Chem-
istry. The former and mysticism and
weird beliefs tagged on as surplus bag
(Continued on page 15)
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In the nOW

Many in the London area are aware of
our three times daily spot on Premier
Radio. A number have asked us when
thisis on each weekday. One spot in the
morning appearsto be fixed at 11:20 but
the other two times are flexible between
2:00 and 3 p.m. and 6:45 and 7:00 p.m.

Happy listening.

- o
- -

A disturbing Press Release was received
from the USA as follows; American
spellings have been left intact:

UTAH CHRISTIANS UNITE TODAY
IN MARCH FOR JESUS - 05/22/1999

BY BOB MIMS THE SALT LAKE
TRIBUNE

At the heart of Utah’s first “March for
Jesus” event in three years is a call for
Christians of all traditions to step over
denominational lines to join hands in
prayer today.

Organizer Maggy Fletcher says the
march will begin with a 10 a.m. rally at
the Capitol. The group, expected to
number 1,500 to 2,000, will then walk
one mile south to the Salt Lake City-
County Building.

“Over a dozen churches of various de-
nominations are directly involved with
the march, but many more churches
have shown an interest in coming . . .
Lutherans, Catholics, Methodists, Pres-
byterians, Baptists, Episcopalians, As-
sembly of God, non-denominational,
charismatics (and) LDS,” Fletcher said.

While The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints has not endorsed the
event, individual Mormons have ex-
pressed interest in participating - and
are welcome to do so, she said.

“Everyone who loves Jesus is welcome
to march and publicly give him praise,”
Fletcher said. “The March for Jesus
unites believers, regardless of color, race
or denominations, into the Body of
Christ. The names on the church build-
ings don’t mean a thing.”

About 2,000 Christians from mostly
evangelical congregations participated
in the last Utah edition of the annual

international event, held in 1996. In
1997, churches focused instead on the
Salt Lake Valleywide “Utah Live” cru-
sade, and no one stepped up to organize
a 1998 event.

Fletcher, who was active with the eight-
year-old march in Louisiana before mov-
ing to Utah in late 1995, volunteered to
coordinate a resurrection of the event
here this year.

“I think from now on you will see a
March for Jesus in Utah every year,”
said Fletcher, who attends Salt Lake
Christian Fellowship in Sandy.

No special speakers are planned for
Utah’s march. Instead, representatives
of various denominations will pray for
city and state leaders. “We will stand in
the gap and repent for the sins of our
people,” Fletcher said. “We pray for
peace, blessings, healing, prosperity for
our city and our state, and for all to
come to the saving knowledge of our
Lord and savior, Jesus Christ.”

According to Austin, Texas-based
March for Jesus USA, more than
500,000 Christians are expected to par-
ticipate in more than 525 cities across
the nation. Worldwide, the Global
March for Jesus predicts gatherings in
more than 100 countries. It is the
event's ecumenical reach that excites or-
ganizers and participants alike.

“It’s time to move beyond church walls
to connect with one another and the
community,” said Tom Pelton, the
march's national coordinator. Fletcher
sees that message as especially welcome
in Utah, where Mormons comprise an
estimated 70 percent of the population
- and where other Christians have been
fragmented by denominational divi-
sions. “We are excited about what God
is doing, especially here in the Salt Lake
Valley, in terms of bringing Christians
together for prayer and special events
and to meet the needs of the communi-
ties in which they live,” she said.

The question has to be which Jesus are
these Mormons marching for and what
gospel will they proclaim? Maybe too it

is indicative that the Mormon Church
does not officially back this march for
Jesus. We hope that this is not going to
be the trend for all ‘March For Jesus
events.

We contacted the British headquarters of
the March for Jesus and asked for a
comment on this Press Release but were
disappojnted that up until the time of
publication we had received no reply.

- o
- -

The Essex based Peniel Pentecostal
Church was the subject of a Carlton
Television programme in April last year.
The Church complained to the Broad-
casting Standards Commission and the
following is the summary of their judge-
ment posted on the BSC Web Site.

London Today and London Tonight -
Carlton Television, 30 April 1998

The Broadcasting Standards Commis-
sion has partly upheld a complaint of
unfairness by Peniel Pentecostal
Church and Bishop Michael Reid about
Carlton’s London Today and London
Tonight. The programmes, which fea-
tured reports about Peniel Pentecostal
Church and Bishop Reid, were broad-
cast on 30 April 1998.

The Commission considered that the
implication that Bishop Reid had
awarded himself the title of Bishop was
unfair since he would seem to have been
consecrated as a Bishop by an interna-
tional group of non-conformist
churches.

The Commission found that the
programme-makers misrepresented the
purpose of the programmes to Peniel
Pentecostal Church and Bishop Reid.
As there was no overriding public inter-
est to justify the misrepresentation, this
was unfair. It also found that the pro-
grammes’ failure to offer Peniel Pente-
costal Church and Bishop Reid an op-
portunity to respond to allegations
about them was unfair, as was the pro-
grammes’ undue reliance on known crit-
ics and former church members.

With regard to the portrayal of Peniel
Pentecostal Church as a “sect” or
“cult”, the Commission found no un-
fairness. It was not unfair to criticise
Bishop Reid’s qualifications, nor was it
unfair to describe him as advocating
corporal punishment of children by
“beating”. The Commission also noted
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that Bishop Reid had made incorrect
statements to the programme-makers
about Peniel Pentecostal Church’s aca-
demic results.

Accordingly, the complaint was upheld
in part.

- o
- -

An interesting article was sent to us that
appeared in the Sunday Times of India
on 16 May 1999.

Supreme Court Rules that Hindu
deities can own property - The supreme
court has ruled that a Hindu deity hav-
ing a visible image, residing in its
“abode” and consecrated through
proper religious ceremonies enjoys the
legal status to own properties. “Hindu
law recognises a Hindu idol as a juridi-
cal (legal) subject being capable in law of
holding property by reason of the
Hindu shastras following the status of
legal person in the same way as that of a
natural person,” the court held while
deciding that idols of ‘Ram Jankiji’ and
‘Thakur Raja’consecrated in two sepa-
rate temples in Bihar were entitled to
enjoy exemption from the state’s land
ceiling law.

We regularly are asked for books that
contain testimonies of those that have
come out of one group or another. If you
are such a person then two books re-
leased through Penfold Book and Bible
House are for you.

Dawn of the New Age presents 5 testi-
monies of those who came out of vari-
ous aspects of the new age movement.
The Introduction tells us,

The following five true-life stories come
from New Agers who were determined
to discover the ultimate truth they were
sure existed ‘somewhere”in the maze of
writings and experiences available to
them.

The second book entitled Angels of
Light follows up with 5 testimonies of
those who came out of Spiritualism.

From this Introduction we read,

This booklet contains the account of
five mediums who were all deeply in-
volved in Spiritualism. They take us on
an incredible journey.

Autumn 1999

Both books are available from Rea-
chout Trust at £2.60 each including
postage & packing or £4.30 for both.

- o
- -

The following is a Press Release that
was sent out by Reachout Trust in June.
| believe the contents are self explana-
tory.

For the past few months Reachout Trust
has been in correspondence with Profes-
sor J La Fontaine concerning her book
Soeak of the Devil. This correspondence
has concerned what we believe to be
serious misrepresentations of Reachout
Trust in her book.

There are several referencesto Reachout
Trust and its Director, Doug Harris but
neither Professor La Fontaine nor any of
her researchers have ever contacted the
Trust for comment. This means that all
the information is second-hand and for a
book that claims to be authoritative on
the subject, this type of research is wor-

rying.

We are asked to believe that the book’s
conclusions are drawn from facts but if
the above method of research is any-
thing to go by, we must seriously ques-
tion any findings it arrives at. Doug
Harris stated, “In a day and age when
there are serious occult and Satanic acts
taking place we find Professor La
Fontaine's methods of research of grave
concern and because of them we cannot
rely on the findings of the book.”

Reachout Trust's main concerns were;

e Detailed information concerning
what is said about ritual abuse in the
Mail on Sunday, 21 October 1990 is
attributed to D Harris. However,
Doug Harris never made those
statements.

e Reachout Trust has not been in-
creasingly focused on the campaign
against satanic abuse. They have
always been focused on a positive
outreach to cults, occult and new
age. Maureen Davies indeed be-
come more focused and that was
why we agreed together that it
would be time for her to leave as
that was not the purpose of Rea
chout Trust. As such Beacon Foun-
dation is not an offshoot of Rea
chout Trust. We had nothing to do

with setting it up and have had no
input into its running whatsoever.

e Reachout Trust was not responsible
for the videos Doorways to Danger
and Devil worship — the rise of Sa-
tanism. This is smply misinforma-
tion not only about the Trust but
also the content of Doorways to
Danger. This video has nothing to
do with satanic abuse whatsoever
and this should be made clear.

¢ Solicitor Marshall Roland has never
been connected to the Reachout
Trust.

While Professor La Fontaine has recog-
nised that some of these areas are an
oversight neither she nor the Cambridge
University Press appear to be willing to
make the dightest change or apology in
public.

This attitude is very disappointing for
someone so desiring of the truth, as it
appears Professor La Fontaineis.

(end of article)
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wATCH THE B owER

Thismonth | am concentrating on a num-
ber of issues that we have stockpiled
over the months from various editions of
The Watchtower.

First, | want to look at some specific
paragraphs from the two study articles
that appeared in the 1 September 1998
issue of The Watchtower. The first enti-
tled Keep safe as part of God's Organi-
zation started on p.8 and the second Stay
Close to the Theocracy started on p.13.

A statement in the December |, 1922,
issue of The Watchtower suggested the
answer: “We are now in the evil day.
The fight is on between Satan’s organiza-
tion and God’s organization. It is a des-
perate fight.” In this conflict, God's or-
ganization is a place of spiritual safety
The word “organization” does not ap-
pear in the Bible, and back in the
1920's, “God's organization” was a new
expression. What, then, is this Organiza-
tion? And how may we find protection
init?-p.8

Introducing the subject of the organisa-
tion, we find the interesting comment
that the word does not appear in the
Bible, but the concept is nevertheless
just as real. However, the argument the
Witnesses use about the Trinity isthat as
the word does not appear in the Bible it
is not a biblical concept. You cannot
have it both ways and this statement
shows clearly that the Trinity can be a
biblical concept although the word is not
found in the Bible.

An organization is “an organized
body,"according to the Concise Oxford
Dictionary. With that in mind, we un-
derstand that because the apostles orga-
nized first-century Christians into local
congregations under the oversight of a
governing body in Jerusalem, it is
proper to speak of that “association of
brothers” as an organization. (1 Peter
2:17) Jehovah’s Witnesses today have a
similar organizational structure.

The governing body in Jerusalem was
the first organisation. Not if you talked
to Paul and the Antioch Christians. They
had all sorts of problems with Jerusalem
that seemed to live in the past and were
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not aware of what God was doing by
grace and without works in the new
days. It isinteresting that the Jehovah's
Witnesses admit that their organisation
is similar to that one! However, we do
need to notice that they claim to be
God' s organisation for today!

To call Jehovah's Witnesses an organiza-
tion did not make them *a sect in the
sense that that term is used, but it
means merely that the Bible Students
[Jehovah's Witnesses] are endeavoring
to carry out God's purposes and doing
it as the Lord does everything, in an
orderly manner.” - p.9.

That is not why we would give the
Jehovah's Witnesses the label of cult
today. It is because they claim to be
those who are following the true Lord
but in reality that is not the case.

God’s organization can help to guard
us against Satan and his wiles.
(Ephesians 6: 11)... We can never com-
pletely avoid those attacks in this sys-
tem of things. However, our close rela-
tionship with God and his organization
strengthens and protects us... - p.9

Ephesians 6:11 tells us the full armour
of God is our protection not God's
organisation. Indeed we see that this
full armour is our relationship with God
in Jesus Christ but nowhere do these
versesinfer we need the organisation as
well.

How does God’s organization provide
this protection? First, we have the un-
failing support of Jehovah'’s spirit ser-
vants. When Jesus was under intense
pressure, he was ministered to by an
angel... p.10.

I wonder if any Jehovah's Witnesses
really know anything about being min-
istered to by angels? Surely this is not
the primary protection that God offers?
Nowhere of course will we read about
the empowering of God's Holy Spirit
but angels are okay!

Jehovah’s visible organization is also a
protection. How? At Proverbs 18:10,
we read: “The name of Jehovah is a
strong tower. Into it the righteous runs

and is given protection.” - p.10.

Now even Jehovah's name is eguated
with being in the organisation not a
relationship with Him. No wonder most
Jehovah's Witnesses have no idea of
the reality of the name of the Lord only
the letter of the law.

In addition, God" visible organization
is a community of faith, an association
of fellow believers who build up and
encourage one another... “The faithful
and discreet slave” provides “food at
the proper time” through the organiza-
tion. (Matthew 24:45) That ‘slave,’
made up of anointed Christians, pro-
vides the very best of spiritually good
things-accurate, Bible-based knowledge
that can lead to everlasting life. (John
17:3) - pp.10-11.

How deceptive can you get? First, they
make a statement that we are safe if we
rely on the faithful and discreet dave,
not in Christ, because they provide food
at the proper time, accurate Bible infor-
mation. They then show immediately
how false this is by misquoting John
17:3 to say that we need bible knowl-
edge when the Greek word is to know
not to gain knowledge.

Since this protection is available to
those who are part of God’s organiza-
tion whom does this include? Regard-
ing the heavenly organization, there is
no doubt as to the answer to this ques-
tion. Satan and his angels are no longer
in heaven. On the other hand, the
faithful angels are still there “in general
assembly.” The apostle John saw that
during the last days, “the Lamb,” the
cherubs (“the four living creatures”),
and “many angels” would be in close
proximity to God’s throne. With them
would be the 24 elders - representing
those anointed Christians who have
already entered their glorious heavenly
inheritance. - p.11.

Why are there only 24 of the 136,000
that to this day have left this earth in
death? Where are the rest? The 24 can-
not just represent them if they are part
of the organisation they would be there.
Of course, Revelation 7 gives us the
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clear answer - the 144,000 are on earth
and the great crowd that no one could
number are in heaven!

Hence, to be part of God’s organization
-of which “the kingdom of the heavens”
is the central part - one has to be doing
God’s will. What is his will? Paul identi-
fied a vital aspect of it when he said:
“[God’s] will is that all sorts of men
should be saved and come to an accu-
rate knowledge of truth.” (1 Timothy
2:4) If a person truly seeks to gain accu-
rate knowledge from the Bible, to apply
it in his life, and to disseminate it to “all
sorts of men,” he is doing God’s will. -
p.11.

A truer word has never been spoken. To
do God's will ALL men - not al sorts -
this has been added to the text - need to
know that they are saved now and come
to a knowledge - the word accurate is
added - of the truth of Jesus Christ.
Sadly Jehovah's Witnesses are not part
of those doing the will of God because
they fail this specific biblical test.

One day soon, the whole earth will be
under theocracy, and what a blessing
that will be! God himself will be with
[mankind]. And he will wipe out every
tear from their eyes...- p.14.

Without knowing it, the Watchtower So-
ciety tells the truth against itself. Here
we read that in that new kingdom set up,
God Himself will be with them. There
will be no separation but al that know
Him will be with Him where Heiis.

In every organization, there must be
some who exercise authority or provide
direction. Jehovah’s Witnesses are no
exception, and they observe the author-
ity structure outlined by the apostle
Paul: “The head of every man is the
Christ; in turn the head of a woman is
the man; in turn the head of the Christ
is God.” (1 Corinthians 11:3) In har-
mony with this, only qualified men
serve as elders in the congregations.
And although Jesus - “the head of every
man” - is in heaven, there are still on
earth “the remaining ones” of his
anointed brothers, who have the hope
of ruling with him in the heavens.
(Revelation 12:17; 20:6) These make up
the composite “faithful and discreet
slave.” Christians show their submission
to Jesus, and therefore to Jesus' head,
Jehovah, by accepting the oversight of
that “slave.” - p,15.

Notice how subtly the headship is taken
away from Jesus and given to the lead-
ers of the Watchtower Bible & Tract
Saciety.

The same is true today. During this
century, Jehovah’s Witnesses have suf-
fered greatly at the hands of despotic
rulers-just as Jesus foretold. (Matthew
24:9,13) In some lands, lies and misrep-
resentations are circulated by those try-
ing to pressure the authorities to act
against these sincere Christians...
When possible, they present their case
to officials and before the courts of the
land so as to demonstrate their inno-
cence of wrongdoing. They use what-
ever avenues are open to them to make
a public defense of the good news.
(Phillippians 1:7) But after they have
done all they can within the law, they
leave matters in Jehovah's hands. - p.16.

What of course they do not mention is
that many other Christians have suf-
fered as much if not more and so they
too must be treated as sincere Chris-
tians - God's witnesses for today. The
same | believe needs to be asked of the
following quotation too - what about
others that have loved in as deep a way
if not deeper?

The preeminent quality of Jehovah
God is love. “God is love,” the apostle
John says. (1 John 4:8) Since theocracy
means rule by God, it amounts to rule
by love. Jesus said: “By this all will
know that you are my disciples, if you
have love among yourselves.” (John
13:35) The theocratic organization has
shown outstanding love in these diffi-
cult last days. - p.18.

Those who submit to theocracy enjoy
great blessings. They have peace with
God and with fellow Christians.
(Hebrews 12:14; James 3:17) They have
a purpose in life. (Ecclesiastes 12:13)
They have spiritual security and a sure
hope for the future. (Psalm 59:9) - p.18

It is not those who submit to Watch-
tower style theocracy that are promised
these things but to those who submit to
the true Lordship of Jesus Christ in
their lives. Please never get tired of
communicating to a Jehovah's Witness
the need of a relationship with Jesus
and not an organisation as these articles
have tried to show.

However, the priests must do more
than teach others to be clean; they

must be clean themselves. Thus, Ezekiel
foresaw a refining process for the priest-
hood of Israel. (Ezekiel 44:10-16) Simi-
larly, history shows that in 1918, Jeho-
vah sat “as a refiner” in his spiritual
temple, examining the anointed priestly
class. (Malachi 3:1-5) Those deemed spir-
itually clean or who repented of former
idolatry were allowed to continue in the
privilege of service in his spiritual tem-
ple. Still, like everyone else, individual
anointed ones can become unclean -
spiritually and morally. - The Watch-
tower, 1 March 1999, p.15.

It is amazing that Jehovah could have
been so blinded in 1918 to pass the
Watchtower Bible & Tract Society as
that anointed priestly class. There have
been so many changes in the organisa
tion since 1918 that there is no way that
they could have been fulfilling the Lord's
will in 1918.

Be Obedient and Be Submissive. When
we receive a gift, it is only fitting to
express appreciation. “Show yourselves
thankful,” says Colossians 3:15. What,
then, about the “gifts in men,” the pre-
cious gift that Jehovah has given us? Of
course, we are primarily thankful to
Jehovah, the generous Gift-Giver. But
what about the “gifts in men” them-
selves? How can we show that we appre-
ciate them? We can demonstrate our
appreciation for the “gifts in men” by
being quick to heed their Bible-based
counsel and decisions. The Bible advises
us: “Be obedient to those who are tak-
ing the lead among you and be submis-
sive, for they are keeping watch over
your souls as those who will render an
account; that they may do this with joy
and not with sighing, for this would be
damaging to you.” (Hebrews 13:17) No-
tice that we must not only “be obedi-
ent” but also “be submissive” to those
taking the lead. The Greek word for “be
submissive” literally means “be you
yielding under.” Commenting on the
expressions “be obedient” and “be sub-
missive,” Bible scholar R. C. H. Lenski
says: “One obeys when one agrees with
what he is told to do, is persuaded of its
correctness and profitableness; one
yields. . . when he has a contrary opin-
ion.” When we understand and agree
with the direction of those taking the
lead, obedience may come readily But
what if we do not understand the reason
behind a particular decision? - The

(Continued on page 12)
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TRUTH RESTORED - 20

BY MIKE & ANN THOMAS

THE MORMON MATRIX

Have you seen the film, The Matrix, yet?
You realy should. | am not a science
fiction fan but found it a great action
movie with stunning effects and a re-
markable plot. It is set in a post-
holocaust world, and the Matrix is a
computer generated world laid over the
real world to give the illusion that al is
normal and life goes on when, in reality,
the world has been destroyed and people
are being manipulated by machines.
Things, in other words, are not what they
seem.

There is a parallel here with Mor-
monism. This is illustrated by a state-
ment made by Gordon B Hinckley, cur-
rent Mormon president, on April 3"
1999 at the Mormon General Confer-
ence:

I am pleased to report that the Church
is better known and better understood.
Generally the media have been kind to
us. They have dealt honestly with us.
There are exceptions, of course, and this
we regret. The old images of the past
continue to be dragged forth by those
who deal in sensationalism and exploita-
tion. - (reported in May 1999 Ensign
magazine, emphasis added. Note that
they are not “false” images but “old”
images).

Mormonism has been pursuing re-
spectability and acceptance for some
time now, and there has been a concerted
effort to impose a matrix, or a pre-
formed image (one definition of matrix
is, a mould in which a type, die etc. is
cast), over the top of those “old images
of the past.” The church is remarkably
successful at this and our concern is that
an increasing number of people are join-
ing because of the image and only later
discovering the reality underneath.
Many ministries have expressed this
concern and it is generally recognised
that underneath the Mormon Matrix
beats the life of a very different world.
What is the image that the Mormon
Church seeks to project today? What are
people seeing and what is behind this
Matrix?

Firstly there seemsto be an overwhelm-
ing concern amongst Mormons to be
regarded as Christians. In the Apiril
1998 General Conference Gordon B
Hinckley observed, “there are some of
other faiths who do not regard us as
Christians.”

Speaking in February 1998 Boyd K
Packer, Acting President of the Quorum
of the Twelve Apostles, gave a message

..for those who teach and write and
produce films which claim that The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints is not a Christian church and
that we, the members, are not Chris-
tians. - (reported in Speaking Today,
April 1998 Ensign magazine).

Officia publicity issued to the media
for the opening of the Preston, England
templein May 1998 stated:

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints is a Christian denomination,
wholly committed to the New Testa-
ment account of the birth, life, crucifix-
ion and resurrection of Jesus Christ,
the Son of God and Saviour of
mankind. - (Introductory Media Pack,
emphasis added).

These al indicate that the Mormon hi-
erarchy are anxious that Mormons be
seen as Christians amongst other Chris-
tians, their church as another Christian
church, their creed, like many another,
simply an expression of differences on
secondary things whilst holding to the
same essentia truths - just like other
Christians. But what is their traditiona
attitude to these churches with which
they are now so anxious to be identi-
fied? What isthe “old image?”’

I was answered that | must join none of
them, for they were all wrong...all their
creeds were an abomination in his
sight; that those professors were all
corrupt; that: “they draw near to me
with their lips, but their hearts are far
from me, they teach for doctrines the
commandments of men, having a form
of godliness, but they deny the power
thereof. - (Joseph Smith, History 1:19)

Behold there are save two churches

only; the one is the church of the Lamb
of God, and the other is the church of
the devil; wherefore, whoso belongeth
not to the Church of the lamb of God
belongeth to that great church, which
is the mother of abominations; and she
is the whore of all the earth. - (1 Nephi
14:10)

John Taylor, third president of the
church said:

We talk about Christianity, but it is a
perfect pack of nonsense...Myself and
hundreds of the Elders around me have
seen its pomp, parade, and glory; and
what is it? It is a sounding brass and a
tinkling symbol [sic]; it is as corrupt as
hell and the Devil could not invent a
better engine to spread his work. -
(Journal of Discourses, vol.6, p.167)

Secondly, although they officially de-
clare a commitment to the Bible, in
reality they do not trust it because, ac-
cording to Mormonism this great and
abominable church, to which you and |
belong, has corrupted the Bible:

For behold they have taken away from
the gospel of the Lamb many parts
which are plain and most precious; and
also many covenants of the Lord have
they taken away. And all this have they
done that they might pervert the right
ways of the Lord, that they might blind
the eyes and harden the hearts of the
children of men. - (1 Nephi 13:26-27)

The 8th Article of Faith of the church
states.

We believe the Bible to be the word of
God as far as it is translated correctly; we
also believe the Book of Mormon to be
the word of God. (emphasis added)

In fact the Bible is the only Mormon
“standard work” which is not accepted
as infallible. Whilst the Book of Mor-
mon is accepted as the infallible book
of the restoration, the Bible is seen as
the corrupt book of the apostasy, its use
limited to those proof texts that can be
lifted to ‘prove’ the Mormon creed.

Thirdly, although professing faith in the
biblical Jesus, from birth to death and
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resurrection, they deny key Bible teach-
ings about Jesus.

The Bible states that Jesus “was found
to be with child through the Holy
Spirit,” and “what was conceived in her
is from the Holy Spirit,” and that she
remained a virgin until Jesus’ birth, for
“[Joseph] had no union with her until
she gave hirth to a son.” - (Matthew
1:18, 20, 25)

Mormonism, however, teaches that Je-
sus was conceived by literal, physical
sexual intercourse between God and
Mary. Brigham Young, second presi-
dent of the church stated:

The Only Begotten of the Father.
(Moses 5:9). These name titles all sig-
nify that our Lord is the only Son of
the father in the flesh. Each of the
words is to be understood literally.
Only means only; Begotten means be-
gotten; and Son means son. Christ was
begotten by an Immortal Father in the
same way that mortal men are begotten
by mortal fathers. {Journal of Dis-
courses, vol.4, p 218, emphasis added)

Y oung also stated:

Now remember from this time forth,
and forever, that Jesus Christ was not
begotten by the Holy Ghost. - (Journal
of Discourses, vol.1, p.51, emphasis
added)

The Bible speaks of “God's abundant
provision of grace and of the gift of
righteousness” (Ro.5:17), and also
refers to “us, to whom God will credit
righteousness - for us who believe in
him who raised Jesus our Lord from
the dead” (Ro.4:24), further stating,

“that God was reconciling the world to
Himself in Christ, not counting men's
sins against them. And He has com-
mitted to us the message of reconcilia-
tion. We therefore implore you, as
Christ’s ambassadors, as though God
were making His appeal through us. We
implore you, on Christ’s behalf: be rec-
onciled to God. God made Him who
had no sin to be sin for us, so that in
Him we might become the righteous-
nessof God.” (2 Cor.5:19-21)

Mormonism, however, teaches the in-
sufficiency of Christ’s atonement:

Joseph Smith taught that there were
certain sins so grievous that man may
commit, that they will place the trans-
gressors beyond the power of the atone-

ment of Christ. If these offences are
committed, then the blood of Christ
will not cleanse them from their sins
even though they repent. Therefore
their only hope is to have their own
blood shed to atone, as far as possible,
in their behalf. - (Joseph Fielding
Smith, Doctrines of Salvation, vol.1,
p.135, emphasis added)

In the Bible Jesus made firm and
solemn promises concerning His com-
mitment to his church.

He promised that, “when he, the Spirit
of truth, comes, he will guide you into
al truth,” (John 16:13) and “1 will build
my church, and the gates of hell will not
overcomeit.” (Matt.16:18)

Mormonism, however, is based on the
false idea that there was a* Great Apos-
tasy,’ or complete faling away from
truth shortly after the death of the
Twelve Apostles; that the Spirit aban-
doned the early Christians; that the
gates of hell did prevail; and that for
nearly two thousand years, until the
advent of Joseph Smith, all churches
were

wrong...all their creeds were an abomi-
nation in his sight; that those profes-
sors were all corrupt; that: they draw
near to me with their lips, but their
hearts are far from me, they teach for
doctrines the commandments of men,
having a form of godliness, but they
deny the power thereof.

and that

behold they have taken away from the
gospel of the Lamb many parts which
are plain and most precious; and also
many covenants of the Lord have they
taken away. And all this have they done
that they might pervert the right ways
of the Lord, that they might blind the
eyes and harden the hearts of the children
of men. - (1 Nephi 13:26-27)

Speaking at the April 1999 General
Conference, James E Faust, of the First
Presidency said,

We stand on the brink of the next
century. From this vantage point, we
need to remember that the most signifi-
cant events in the Ilast 2,000
years...were the Savior’s Atonement
and the restoration of the gospel...
These two singular events will continue
to be of transcendent importance to
mankind as we move forward in time.

The past, present, and future pivot on
these marvelous divine interventions.

Here is the true message of Mormonism,
the ministry and work of Jesus and that
of Joseph parallel and equal in being the
most significant pivotal events, and of
transcendent importance in the history of
mankind. We have been criticised before
for claiming that Joseph is as important
as Jesus in the Mormon world view. In
the doublespeak of Mormonism they
have claimed that their faith is Christ-
centred, they have projected the image
of Christian orthodoxy, whilst at the
same time believing that Jesus did not
keep his promises of John 16:13 and
Matthew 16:18; that Jesus' work on the
cross is inadequate, that God's word in
the Bible is insufficient for “teaching,
rebuking, correcting and training inrigh-
teousness, so that the man of God may
be thoroughly equipped for every good
work.” (2 Tim. 3:16).

On page 11 you will find a diagram
depicting this Mormon Matrix:

It would be wrong to imagine that the
average Mormon can see behind the Ma-
trix. The missionary at your door, your
Mormon neighbour, or work mate, is not
coming to you thinking “I must present
my Joseph centred faith and present it as
Christ centred. | must get my friend to
dump his Bible in favour of the Book of
Mormon.” They believe that what they
have is the Christ-centred reality of
scripture. That the little ‘doctring’ they
get from their Bible is the whole truth
and nothing but the truth. If anything
they believe that, far from having less
than the truth, they have more truth
through the restoration. They are victims
of the Matrix, not its operators.

For those people who believe the illu-
sion we want them to know that though
the Matrix is an illusion, and the reality
behind it a deception, there is a reality
that brings freedom - freedom in Chrigt,

“To the Jews who had believed him
Jesus said, 'If you hold to my teaching,
you are really my disciples. Then you
will know the truth, and the truth will
set you free...| tell you the truth, every-
one who sins is a dave to sin. Now a
slave has no permanent place in the fam-
ily, but a son belongsto it forever. So
if the Son sets you free, you will be
freeindeed.” - (John 8:31-36)

(Continued on page 11)
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Many of us will have watched the end of
a hostage siege where everyone in the
room is led out with hands on heads. It
seems a strange thing to bring out the
released hostages in such a fashion but
of course, there is a reason - a terrorist
may be masquerading as a hostage. In
this case the fact that all are assumed
guilty until proved otherwise is accept-
able because of the risk involved. How-
ever in our field is it right to charge
someone as being guilty ssimply by asso-
ciation?

| realise that some reading this article
might react because of the position they
are coming from but these areas are
some that | have been struggling with for
months if not years and fed the time is
right to seek to draw some clear lines.
Just because someone happens to be in
the same place at the same time singing
from the same song sheet does not auto-
matically make him or her guilty of be-
ing cultic or involved in the occult.

There are different ways that this guilt
by association is applied and | hope by
giving some examplesiit will cause us all
to look at our attitudes in this matter.

WHAT MY ANCESTORS DID

How often do we hear Christiansjump to
such conclusions. For instance just be-
cause my grand father was a Freemason
does not automatically mean that |1 need
deliverance. It would be a good point to
follow up and investigate if there are
problems within the individual’s life but
to make the assumption without check-
ing is harmful and you are attaching guilt
to that person only by association and
not by facts.

HOW | WORSHIP

Another problem that we face on aregu-
lar basis is the fact that a certain group
worshipsin a different way to me and so
they immediately are labelled as a cullt.
However, those differences may be from
acultural point of view. | am aware that

GUILTY
BY

ASSOCIATION

my African brethren worship in adiffer-
ent way to me but that does not auto-
matically mean they must be a cult -
that istheir cultural background. Maybe
even more contentious is the assump-
tion that anybody that believes in the
gifts of the Holy Spirit today automati-
cally must be wrong. | happen to be-
lieve that the Bible clearly teaches that
giftsarefor today but | do not automati-
cally assume that every church or indi-
vidual that does not practice the giftsis
cultic. Yet often we get the assumption
made the other way round.

Of course | accept there is much misuse
of the gifts today and that within what
could be called the extreme fringe of
Christian circles there are those who
manipulate the gifts and are therefore
cultic in nature. However, that does not
mean that the gifts of the Holy Spirit,
who after all is God, are wrong but the
person who is manipulating or misusing
the gifts.

DAYS THAT | KEEP

The classic example that is often put
before me is Christmas. This day is
pagan and so al Chrigtians that cele-
brate Christmas must be in some way
‘of the Devil.” However, let us look at
this a little more carefully. If | am say-
ing that 25 December is pagan then so
is every day of the week. How about
Saturn day or Sun Day? The day itself
is not pagan but what we do is. If | am
celebrating the coming into this world
of the Lord Jesus Christ - that is not
pagan but is glorifying to God. Clear
distinctions do need to be drawn and
not associations jumped upon.

God Himself gives an example about
the tree in Isaiah 44 where He shows
the folly of burning one piece of the
tree and worshipping the other. Thereis
nothing wrong with the tree it is what
man makes of it. There is nothing
wrong with celebrating a day when
Christ enters the world it is what man
makes of it that determines whether it is
right or wrong. Again, we must not
pronounce people guilty simply by as-
sociation.

WORDS THAT | USE

I was recently taken to task over an
illustration used in this newsletter about
circles. | indicated that prayer was like
a circle it started in the heart of God;
He revealed His will to us; we prayed
over the matter and intercede back to
the heart of God for Him to act. Purely
an illustration that had no other conno-
tation whatsoever. However, | became
guilty of promoting occultic prayer cir-
cles. The only thing the same was the
word. In my illustration, it was one
person before His God seeking to know
His will. In a prayer circle, it is a num-
ber joining hands calling on a force.
Guilty by association simply because of
a word used. We need to be careful
when we are analysing what others are
saying that we are not misconstruing
their words.

ON THE OTHER HAND

As | have been at pains to point out all
the above may be an indication of
something but we cannot jump to con-
clusions and pronounce someone guilty
simply by association. The things we
have dealt with above are al outward
and that is not the way that we discern.
We need to ask the question - isthere a
clear spiritua root that is feeding the
person on a power that is not from God.
There needs to be a clear connection
and to change the metaphor a definite
doorway through which the person is
being influenced spiritually.

If | assume adoorway istherewhenitis
not and try to deal with it nothing hap-
pens. The person then goes away not
only thinking now that they are guilty -
because you told them - but they have a
serious problem because the doorway
cannot be dealt with. Why? Because it
never existed in the first place. The
person has been pronounced guilty by
association and must suffer the conse-
guences. We need to see that thisis a
serious matter and | would encourage
us al that if this is the way we have
been acting we will cease and seek God
for His perfect way.

CHRISTIAN SUPERSTITION

If I do not walk under a ladder because
| see the precariously balanced pot of
paint that is not superstition. However
if | think it will bring me bad luck or if
| throw the salt over my shoulder that is
superstition and can lead into bondage.
The reason we keep our kitchens and
bathrooms clean from dirt is that germs

Page 10 - Reachout Quarterly

Autumn 1999



can breed within that dirt. The reason
we need to deal with superstition in our
livesisthat Satan can use it as a breed-
ing ground.

We can also have Christian supersti-
tions, which may not be wrong in them-
selves, but if we do them as aritua they
can bring usinto bondage, so we are not
free to be all that the Lord wants of us.
For instance, we can get into the habit
of ritual prayers or saying things within
our prayers that we do not know what
they mean. We bind and loose things
but are we aware of what those words
really mean in Scripture. If we do not
know what they mean do not use them
because they will be no better than
lucky charms.

Do you remember what happened to the
sons of Sceva in Acts 19? They used
the name of Jesus; they preached as
Paul preached and yet the evil spirits
overcame them, why? It was not real to
them it was simply superstition. Chris-
tian superstition can be dangerous and
that is why the foundation garment of
the armour in Ephesians 6 is truth -

reality. Let us ensure that all we do in

the name of the Lord is redlity. Like

David let us use the weapons that God
has made real to us and not the armour
of Saul which has not been tried.

THE POWER
THE FORCE

With the return of the film Star Wars
the force is with us again. It is the

awareness of where the force or power
that someone is using comes from that

enables us to discern whether thereis a

spiritual power at work or not. Not
guilty by association but guilty by as-
similation. A doorway has been opened
and there is a way in for a force that
comes from either just man or at worst
the Devil.

The power of Star Wars is the Chi, the

force that is depicted by the Yin and
Yang, the half black half white circle.

This force has nothing to do with the
Holy Spirit but amazingly some of the

same people that would want to pro-
claim people guilty by association
would say there is nothing wrong with

being involved with beliefs and practices
based on the ‘force’ However, we
would seek to make the case that being
associated and involved with such areas
can be potentially dangerous and that it
is not simply because of association but
involvement.

At best, the force or the Chi is an inher-
ent force in unregenerate man that is not
God' s spirit and at worst it is from Satan.
It is these areas that we need to be clear
on, where thereisadirect link between a
power not from God and the person
involved. Let us seek to get our facts
clear and know what it is that we are
dealing with.

May we think long and hard before we
pronounce someone guilty by associa
tion but at the same time may we spend
time warning and helping folks that may
be involved with a power and belief
system not from God.

(end of article)
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MATRIX

REALITY

Bible-based
Jesus following

Respecting other churches

Trusting in the finished work of
the cross

A Christian denomination

(Continued from page 9)
TRUTH RESTORED

STATISTICAL REPORT, 1998

It was reported in the April Conference
that, as of 31 December 1998, church
membership stood at 10,354,241; Con-
vert Baptisms during 1998 numbered
299,134; Wards and branches of the
church numbered 25,551;Temples in
operation numbered 53 and Temples
announced 45; By July 1999 there would
be goprox. 60,000 missonaries serving in
333missons

Book of Mormon centred
Joseph-centred
Devaluing other churches

Trusting in the “restored” church
and gospel of Joseph

BOOK DONATIONS

The Church News for week ending 10
July reported that,

In response to the need for correct
information about the Church... the
First Presidency and Quorum of the
Twelve approved a two year project in
1998 in which boxes of Church-related
books and audiovisual materials
were... donated to local public, univer-
sity and college libraries. “To date,”
explained Elder hanks, “we have re-
ceived reports that about 7,000 boxes -

nearly half of the 14,000 sent out - have
been placed.

Why not place Mormonism: Gold
Plated Religion which certainly gives
correct information about the church in
your local libraries? To help you any
books purchased for this project will be
basically 2 for the price of 1 with asmall
handling charge added. Two copies will
only cost £9.00, 5 will cost £20.00 and
10 only £35.00. Order on the enclosed
form.

(end of article)
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RAMME

Whereas thisis not really a cult we have
on several occasions been asked about
this particular prograame that is used to
help people overcome addiction etc.
Can there be problems for Christians
who use this working guide?

There is no question that the people
writing this course want to help the ad-
dicted. They indeed go a long way to
help with companionship, true friend-
ship and the like.

The purpose of this article is not to pass
judgement on the character of the origi-
nators of The Twelve Steps but rather to
investigate the question, ‘could a Chris-
tian be adversely affected by going
through this programme.’

It is obvious that what follows is the
opinion of the writer having looked in
some detail at the Revised Edition of
The Twelve Steps and all page numbers
refer to this copy.

One of the roots of the programme is the
“Oxford Movement.” This was the

Moral Re-armament programme and
was based very much on ‘self-change’
and not on allowing the Lord Jesus to
change you from the inside. | believe
that this emphasis is still very much
there with the programme devised to-
day.

As such the course seems to deal far
more with ‘religion’ than ‘relationship’.
In other words, it deals with outward
attendance at meetings rather than
knowing the personal relationship with
God through Jesus Christ.

The evidence for this statement comes
in the section when the guide talks
about ‘Conversion.’ [Chart on p.xii] All
the Scriptures that are used are in the
Biblical context for those who are al-
ready saved and nowhere are Scriptures
brought in that deal with death to self
and being crucified with Christ. This
leads to a very unhelpful view of what
‘conversion’ readly is.

The writers seem very often to use the
Bible as some sort of textbook just as
Jesus spoke about in John 5:39. An
example of thisisfound on p.214 where
Romans 10:10 is taken to show what
happensin the ‘ Action Segment’ of The
Twelve Seps. This is equating the
power of the words in this guide with
the power of God's word.

The use of the term ‘Higher Power’ for
God throughout the guide shows clearly
that they are not referring to the per-
sonal God of Scripture that Christians
would know.

This is further seen on p.2 where it
refers to getting in “harmony with own

spiritual beliefs.” In other words, there
is no ‘official’ religious basis for the
guide just whatever you want it to be.
This is made very clear throughout the
guide in different ways.

On p.32 the writers seek to show that
the initial work of the Holy Spirit at
salvation may not be enough but we
need something or someone further to
cause transformation.

The prayer on p.44 asking to come to
know a ‘power greater than myself’ is
not what a Christian would pray.

Step 3 - Conversion, does not deal any-
where with the breaking of the power of
sin and self.

Due to the lack of definition of the
‘higher power’, you never know who
you are really calling upon.

In the supernatural realm, as the Bible
clearly shows, it is not only God who is
a greater power than humans. When
you therefore just address your prayer
to a‘higher’ or ‘greater’ power thereis
a danger of opening yourself up to the
wrong kind of power.

Whereas there is ho question that close
friendship is vital for those who have
been addicted, without the transforming
power of the Holy Spirit within there is
avital part of your recovery missing.

The way God and the Bible are used
within this course could give the wrong
impression as to the reality of the Chris-
tian Life.

(end of article)
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(Continued from page 7)
WATCH THE TOWER

Watchtower, 1 June 1999 pp.16/17.

No comment needed to this further re-
minder that you are to do what you are
told without any safeguards as to
whether it is scriptural or not.

(end of article)
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SWEDENBORG

BACKGROUND

Swedenborgianism is one of the three
main branches of the “Church of the
New Jerusalem.” What each branch has
in common is that they basically accept
the teachings of Emmanuel Swedenborg
asdivinely inspired.

Emmanuel Swedenborg who lived from
1688-1772 was born into a pious
Lutheran home. As an intellectual he
travelled widely and had many influen-
tial friends. He excelled in the fields of
metallurgy and crystallography. At the
age of 52, he felt he needed to respond
to the divine call on hislife to revea the
symbolic meaning of Scriptures.

He developed spiritualistic gifts of auto-
matic handwriting and clairaudience,
hearing voices. He also practised astral
travel and visiting the spirit world com-
muni cating with the good and evil there.
Those he claimed to have talked to in-

clude the Apostle Paul, Martin Luther
and Calvin. These discussionsled himto
see that the Bible needed specia inter-
pretation.

Followers believe that Swedenborg's
writings are inspired but their beliefs are
spiritistic in nature.

BELIEFS
. Jesus is God manifested in three
principles.
. The existence of the Holy Spirit
is denied.

. The doctrine of the Trinity is
therefore obvioudy false.

. The Crossisthe climax of the life
of service rather than atonement
for our sins. In fact, the atone-
ment is a human invention.

. There is no bodily resurrection
when we die but we do go to a
sort of ‘purgatory’ to prepare for
either heaven or hell. Hell is evil

spirits and heaven is angels.
COMMUNICATION

The sorts of questions that we can ask to
try to communicate with these people
are:

What is the basis for choice of where to
go in the future? Is it just a sort of
lottery or are there some specific ‘rules
that have been laid down.

Where is there an answer to all the
wrong things in this world, the evil and
the sin? No one has ever claimed to
have another answer other than Jesus
Christ on the Cross. It may be that some
of the Bible is difficult to understand
but there are some very plain words of
Jesus. For instance in John 3. Should we
not obey these?

The Gospel of Jesus Christ is clearly
seen in Scripture to be of grace and not
works that | must do after I'm dead. In
fact, the Bible shows us plainly that
everything to do with salvation must be
completed before | die.

(end of article)
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REVIVAL CENTRES

BACKGROUND

The organisation entitled Revival Cen-
tres believes that revival power was lost
from the church when Constantine be-
came Roman Emperor in AD 312. One
of their leaflets states,

The churches quickly became lifeless
and powerless. No healings. No mira-
cles. And no clear evidence of the Holy
Spirit in the church.

They recognise that there have been
movements centring around such men as
Martin Luther and that other revivals
have periodically brought the Spirit
back into the church since then but this
is not a permanent factor.

The Revival Centres started out of one
such reviva in Australia in 1958. Two
assemblies at Melbourne and Geelong

aligned together. As the work grew they
planted out several other centresin Aus-
tralia and today there are in excess of 50
Revival Centresal over the world.

When assessing such groups there are
two basic ways that you can discern
whether they are true or false; belief and
behaviour. These can overlap because
you can believe things that are true and
right but can present them in a way,
which is dominant and uses mind-
control. What about the Revival Cen-
tres?

BELIEF

In one of their latest leaflets, they sum-
marise their beliefs as follows:

WE BELIEVE...

. in the infallibility of the Bible.

that Jesus is the Son of God and
He died for our sins and was
raised from the dead.

. His directive to repent, be bap-
tised and receive the Holy Spirit.

. we are baptised into the Body of
Christ (the Church) by the Holy
Spirit with the evidence of

. Speaking in Tongues.

. in the miraculous Gifts of the
Holy Spirit in the Church.

. in prayer for the sick and heal-
ing by the power of God.

. the Bible identifies the Anglo-
Saxon people with Israel, de-
scribes modern nations and gives
signs of

. the soon return of Jesus Christ.

Much of this seems good but there are
areas, which, despite what they claim,
we believe do not go back to the origi

(Continued on page 15)
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(Continued from page 1)
EUROPEAN UNION

A cultist is one who has a strong belief
in the Bible and the Second Coming of
Christ; who frequently attends Bible
studies; who has a high level of financial
giving to a Christian cause; who home-
schools for their children; who has accu-
mulated survival foods and has strong
belief in the Second Amendment; and
who distrusts big government. Any of
these may qualify a person as a cultist
but certainly more than one of these
would cause us to look at this person as
a threat and his family as being in a risk
situation that qualified for government
interference. - Janet Reno, Attny. Gen-
eral, USA Interview on 60 Minutes June
26, 1994

Some aspects of that definition would be
applicable only to American Christians
but | think you can see that most true
Christians would qualify on 3 or 4
counts and thus be identified as a dan-
gerous cult. What should we do then? It
seems to me that we are living in days
when the following steps would be
worthwhile.

» Do not panic but understand that the
Lord is still in control.

» Decide if you should stand up for
religious freedom by writing to your
Euro MP or whatever. If so realise
that you will be standing shoulder to
shoulder with some that you would
normally not have anything to do
with.

»  Now spend time finding out how you
can fulfil 1 Peter 3:15 that tells us
that we should always be ready to
give an answer for the hope that isin
us. Find ways to lovingly point out
the difference between cults and the
true church without being nasty and
vindictive. We are not out to destroy
the people but to give them an oppor-
tunity to come to know the truth.

Aswe say in our Introductory booklet to
understanding cults,

We need to take time to understand
why the person we are talking to became
involved with the group in the first
place. Then we can relate to them bet-
ter. The way we may view the group is
not the only way of looking at it. We
may see a dogmatic group who is deceiv-
ing and brainwashing people to hell.
However, the person you are talking to

may see them as loving people who
have given them answers to life.

We need to build bridges to gain trust.
Just ‘having a go“therefore produces
nothing positive and could prove harm-
ful. Start where the person is and lead
them to Christ do not start where we
are and drive them into the hands of
Satan. Beware of simply cornering
them because they will fight like a wild
animal. Sow doubt, apply a little pres-
sure, back off and repeat the process
for as long as necessary.

Other things we should understand
are:

We may think that the person we are
talking to is rational and has chosen to
join the group fully aware of the con-
sequences. This may not be the case. If
the group approached them at a bad
time emotionally, the rational mind
may have played very little part.

It is very hard to leave. Over a period,
they come to equate the group with
their salvation. They believe that if they
leave the group, they have no hope of
being saved. Even when they see the
faults of the group, they excuse them
feeling that this is still the only way.

There is also the simple problem of
friendship. The group may literally
have been their salvation. They have
loved, helped and befriended them.
Why should they leave? And if they do
where would they go? | was recently
told of a long serving Jehovah's Wit
ness, asking a young curate, 'If | leave
the Witnesses could your church look
after me? At the time the answer was
no. The Witness went away very sad
because he wanted to leave but had
nowhere to go.

Later we make a number of suggestions
of how to do this two of these being:

USE OF APOLOGETICS

Many groups have their own spiritual
language and this often leads to talking
at cross purposes. Using apologetics is a
vital part of our communication with
cultists. The word apologetics is de-
rived from the Greek word apologia
and means 'a reasoned argument' not to
apologise. The word is used eight times
in the New Testament; Acts 22:1;
25:16; 1 Corinthians 9:3; 2 Corinthi-
ans 7:11; Phillippians 1:7, 16; 2 Timo-

thy 4:16; and 1 Peter 3:15. It is shown
in these Scriptures to mean ‘a verbal
defence, a speech in defence of what
one has done or the truth, which one
believes.” Although translated defence,
it is not negative, but a very positive
vindication as these Scriptures show.

THE ORIGINAL AND COPY

This is a helpful way of showing the
difference between a cult and true
Christianity and at the same time tak-
ing away the accusing finger. Talk
about the painting masterpiece worth
thousands of pounds and then about a
very good copy that looks excellent but
is only worth hundreds. Offer both to
them and ask them to choose which
one they want. From this point, you
can show the differences between the
group they are involved with and the
Bible. Ask them which one they would
prefer the very valuable original or the
good but lesser copy.

| believe in the days ahead we will need
to be more equipped than ever and so
can | encourage each one of you to get
ready to be able to explain accurately
but without vindictiveness why the
Christian Church is different to a cult.
Religious Freedom is a great bless-
ing as long as we learn how to handle
and explain the differences of the vari-
ousreligions.

While writing this article | received the
Christian Research Journal Vol.27,
Number 2 and was interested to read the
article on page 50 entitled Sx Enemies
of Apologetic Engagement.

The article begins with this statement;

The evangelical world today suffers
from apologetic anemia. Despite the
fact that Holy Scripture calls believers
to give a reason (Greek, apologia) for
the hope we have in Christ (1 Pet.3:15;
see also Jude 3), we sadly lack a public
voice for truth and reason in the mar-
ketplace of ideas. We do not have a
strong intellectual presence in popular
or academic culture - although some
evangelicals influence some areas, such
as philosophy and politics, more than
others.

The article then goes on to say that the
reasons for this lack are complex but
the author wants to highlight six factors
that seem to inhibit Christians using
apologetics. These are;
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Indifference, Irrationalism, Ignorance,
Cowardice, Arrogance and intellectual
vanity and Superficial techniques or
schlock (inferior) apologetics.

The writer is the author and teacher of
philosophy at Denver Seminary, Dou-
glas Groothuis. He ends the article with
thisfinal challenge,

Walter Martin rightly said that the evan-
gelical church is a sleeping giant. And
he endeavored mightily to awaken it to
its God-given potential to present the
gospel and defend it against skeptical
and cultic objections. With such a
legacy in mind, may we rekindle that
vision and find the passion and wisdom
to put it into effect through the power
of the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:8).

If you want to take this challenge seri-
oudly but feel that you need help, why

not look back at the advertisement for
the Millennium Training Days in the
last newsletter or contact Head Office
for current availability and details. We
are willing to help you be prepared for
the above situation, as it becomes in-
creasingly apparent.

It might also be that you would want to
send some representatives to the An-
nual Convention (see the enclosed
leaflet) where we will spend a whole
weekend in fellowship and preparation
for the months and years ahead.

(end of article)
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(Continued from page 3)
FEEDBACK

gage, when they were removed, it be
came the latter a respectable science.

3) New medicines are being developed
from plant extracts found in the rain
forest. It is now thought that tea can
reduce cancer risk.

If we take into account, Ezekiel 47:12
the Lord gave fruit for food and leaves
for healing, since there is so much scien-
tific evidence, (minus the New Age
Mumbo Jumbo), for the use of plant
based remedies, is this not a case where
the Lord has provided for his people,
and an area that should be reclaimed
from the New Age Movment.

G. Stickings - Newcastle- on-Tyne.

ED - We agree entirely with the points
made in this letter. We do not say that
there is anything wrong with God given
herbs. However the term ‘herbalisnt is
sometimes used to mean more than just
making use of such herbs provided for
us. In such cases we obviously need to
know what the person in the practice
means by ‘herbalism.’

(end of article)

(Continued from page 13)
REVIVAL CENTRES

nal and orthodox Christianity. There is
the possibility of an individual joining
this group, believing they have a safe
eternal future, based on outward signs
and yet being deceived all the time.

Areas of belief that go as far asthisand
that could be critical in a persons life
include the teaching that you must be
baptised and speak in tongues to be
saved. This leads to people ‘working' at
it instead of receiving the free gift of
God for Salvation. The belief that the
Anglo-Saxon people can be identified
with the lost tribes of Isragl and there-
fore promises within the Bible directed
to Israel can be misappropriated to
themselves. This last belief can also
have a bearing on racial problems in
some areas, for instance that only the
Anglo-Saxon white races are the chosen
people of God.

Other areas of belief that could become
a problem deal with over emphasis, for
example Christmas and Alcohol. In
other words believing these things is
not necessarily wrong but the problem
often comes because of the strength and
way in which they are preached.

BEHAVIOUR

We have no evidence of mind-control

techniques being used in this group but
there is no doubt that there is the feeling
that there are the ones who are right and
that most other Christian groups are
wrong. You therefore either believe
what they say or get out. The following
extract from a letter we received from
Devon revealsthis.

Several members left a house church
and went over to the Revival Church,
80% have come back out including one
who was told to leave for speaking the
Truth of the Bible.

From people who have visited the
church we get the same impression - the
leaders are strong and preach strong
things but there is afreedom to leave and
no attempt to keep those who disagree.

An interesting development is the com-
plaint from the Liverpool area that the
Revival Centre has been going to all the
open Christian meetings and proselytis-
ing by handing out leaflets that indicate
al other groups are wrong. This seems
to indicate at least in one area a new
offensive by the group.

(end opf article)
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Doug’s Diary

Doug Harris will be involved in train-
ing at the following seminars. Others
may have been added since publica-
tion. Please ring Head Office for fur-
ther details. Those marked * may have
arestricted attendance.

If thereisnot avenue near you but you
feel that your area would benefit from
a seminar, contact Head Office to talk
about organising one.

SEPTEMBER

Bexhill

Europe

IIford *

Sunbury -on-Thames *
Twickenham *

East Grinstead

OCTOBER

Cork

Galway
Dublin
Greenisland Co Antrim
Antrim
Larne
Dumfries
Glasgow
N.Scotland
N.Scotland
Elgin
Southampton
IIford *
Walsal
Enfield

NOVEMBER

ANNUAL CONVENTION
Southhampton*
Birmingham

Enfield

Potters Bar

HELP NEEDED

Reachout Trust is looking
for mature Christians to
commit themselves to help
with the work in their own
area. The work is volun-
tary but very rewarding.

Reachout Trust desires
only to equip the local
church and work through
it and so there will be no
conflict with any responsi-
bilities that you have in
that area.

» If you have a desire to
help reachout to those
in the cults occult and
new age.

* If you have a desire to
see the body of Christ
equipped for this work.

* If you love the Lord and
want to see others come
to know Him.

This is for you. Please
write to the Richmond of-
fice for full details and an
application form.

Alternatively phone Doug
or Derek on 0208 332
7785.

Continued from previous column

Ealing *
Brentwood
Dagenham
Ilford *
London SE
Ealing *
Basildon
Rochester

DECEMBER

London SE
London NW10

ALTERNATIVELY

You may not feel that you
scould not be involved in a

but would be willing to take B
& 0N a specific role.
=]

H have two areas you could
be interested in.

To train to become
part of the Reachout
speaking team i
their locality.

To be available to rep-g
resent Reachout tojg
the media in your
area. This would be
especially for thoseg
who have had somejd

such ones to speak to
the press.

Please request an applica-
ion form from Derek on
208 332 7785.

TRIVIA QUESTION

What do the following have in com-
mon?

Ignatius Loyola, Aldof Hitler, Herod
the Great, Henry VIII, William
Shakespear e and Christopher Colum-
bus

Which isnot true of,

The Apostle Peter, Attila the Hun,
Confuciusand Nero.

Answers by email or postcard to Head
Office. The answer will appear in the
next Quarterly together with any inter-
esting answers received.
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