


In Issue 54, we carried an interview with tice of the vast mgjority of Christians
John Surridge, Communication Director observing the first rather than the sev-
for the Seventh-Day Adventist Church. Weenth day as a day of rest. The scriptural
did not receive as much response to thigvidence usualy cited in support of
interview as we did from the previous onewhat, for 1st century (mostly Jewish)
with John Halford of the Worldwide believers would have been a huge
Church of God. We however print here twochange in their religious observance is

specific replies.

| found several points of interest in the
interview with John Surridge of the Sev-
enth Day Adventists. May | comment on
just two of them? First, the issue raised
in qu.4: the quoted phrase “ Obedience to
the law, as the rule of life, is vital to our
salvation” is ambiguous between enter-
ing into salvation and attaining to final
salvation. In the former case the asser-
tion isfalse: salvation is God's gift (e.g.
Rom.6:23) and is received solely
through faith in Christ, but in the latter
case it is true. Believers will be judged
on the basis of whether their works con-
firm their profession of faith (Matt.24:31-
46, 1 Cor.3:11-15) John Surridge’s answer
completely failed to address the question,
and he should have been pressed for clarifi-
cation.

Second, | agree with John Surridge (but
not his reasons) in questioning the prac-

rather scanty. As Surridge points out,
seventh-day observance is the subject
of the Fourth Commandment, and
changing to the first day of the week
would surely have needed a very defi-
nite instruction from the apostles deliv-
ering the revelation of God on the mat-
ter. Nowadays we tend to say that the
issueis not important; what mattersisthat
we al have aday of rest, whenever it may
be. But | believe it is just possible that if
Gentile Chrigtians began to take serioudy
the possibility that we have got it wrong it
could be a powerful witness to the Jewish
communities. Part, perhaps, of us making
them jealous of our spiritudity and aware
that our God is the God of teir fathers, of
Abraham, |saac and Jacob
(Rom.10:19,11:11). All that is a large
question, but it was prompted by your
interview and may be of interest to some
of your readers. - Michael Pearce.

John Surridge of the SDA says, 1. That
they do not accept the verbal inspiration
of scriptures but rather the meaning that
is inspired. This is a very dangerous
teaching. Who is to decide what the
meaning is? How can we have mean-
ings without words? 2. In his explana-
tion of “soul-dleep,” he implies that if
you do not believe in it then you sup-
port spiritualism and New Age beliefs.
Thisisaninsult to most Christians. The
use of the euphemism “deep” to mean
death in the Bible is a reference to the
body, which appears to sleep, and not a
reference to the soul. 3. In normal us-
age, the word “archangel” means leader
of angels, but nevertheless till an an-
gel. Archbishop is the leading bishop.
High Priest (in Greek archiereu$ isthe
leader of the priests but till a priest.
Jesusis God and God is not an angel. If
the Angel of the Lord is Chrigt then the
meaning here is of “messenger” and not
the class of created beings. 4. Hebrews
1:1-2 tells us that after Christ we do not
need any more prophets. Does Ellen G
White pass the test of a true prophet of
God aswritten in Deut.18:20-217? - Pavlos
Karageorgi.

(end of article)

PoL¥= PLAYING GHMES

There follows two articles that look at which most fear in these games. The
this subject from different angles. Com- obviously dangerous mistakes made by

ments will be welcome especially from the creators of Dungeons and Dragons

any that have had first hand experience. and other early RPGs have been care-

An overview

by Daniel Thomas

Though | can in no way claim to be an
expert on role-playing games (RPGs), |
do have experience at playing them; and
can therefore provide an insiders view
on the subject.

Many of the books written about these
games are almost fanatically negative.
While there is some basis for this hyste-
rig, there is a much larger area of role-
playing which is the opposite of that

fully screened out in mogt, if not all, of
the games popular with the youth of
today.

A company named White Wolf created
one of the more favoured RPG systems
| have come across. This company’s
main role-playing titles include;
“Vampire: The Masquerade,”
“Werewolf: The Apocalypse,” “Mage:
The Ascension” and “Changeling: The
Dreaming.” In the basic rulebooks for
al of the White Wolf games you will
find a set of “do’s and don’'ts’ which
both players and storytellers alike must

follow if the game is to run smoothly
and safely. Most of these rules are little
more than common sense. For example,
“no weapons. Real or fake.” In my time
as a role-play Games Master (GM) |
have been asked by players why |
rigidly apply thisrule, and others, to my
games. It is simple; children playing
with toy swords may bruise each other
and adults wielding plastic or wooden
swords can do each other serious dam-
age.

In the above listed games, the players
take on the roles of the persons named,
therefore becoming, for a short time, a
vampire, werewolf, mage or

(Continued on page 14)
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TRAINING DAYS FOR A NEW MILLENIUN

—?—

Would you like to see your church equipped to reach out to those in the cults?
Do you want to hold a sensible conversation with the Jehovah Witness at the door?
Do you long to learn more about presenting the gospel using helpful apologetics?

Most answer yes to the above questions and that means you need to arrange a Special

Church Teaching Day with Reachout Trust

These Dynamic Days will provide you with

Information on the cults, occult and new age
Knowledge of the greatness of the gospel of the Christian faith
Apologetics of how to reach these ones with the gospel.

We do not charge for these days not because we feel they are worth nothing but we do not
want anyone to be excluded because of lack of finance. We encourage everyone who can to

hat do you need to do? Four simple things.

1. Provide a warm building

2. Provide refreshments.

3. Advertise the day with the local churches.

4. Get a minimum of 25 people committed to the day.

5. Choose which one of the three basic days you want to

Beginners Day Intermediate Day Advanced Day

Overview of the marks of a cult

Specific information concerning
Jehovah Witnesses and Mormons

Dialogues for the Doorstep that
show how you can talk with confi-
dence

Group work to help you put into

A look at the main beliefs and
actions of the Jehovah Witnesses
and Mormons

Detailed look at the Christian
doctrines of Jesus and Salvation
Discover how to present these
doctrines clearly and confidently.
Group work to help you put into

In-depth look at 2 specific beliefs
of the Jehovah Witnesses and
Mormons

Introduction to the subject of
apologetics

Applying apologetics to reaching
out to cult members.

Group work to help you put into

practice what is being taught.

practice what is being taught practice what is being taught

—
e e e e e 1

linformation. 2000 Church Teaching Day sendtheformor | JCHURCH TEACHING DAY
IName; ring Doug or Derek Reachout Trust

IAddress: to talk further about | ¥ 24 Ormond Road

- . arranging a Special | Richmond

IC1ty: Church Training | | Surrey TW106TH

IPost Code: Phone: Day with Reachout | || Tel:0181 332 7785 Fax:0181 3322 0286

| Trust Email: tday@reachouttrust.org

|Suggested Date: Level: rust. |

[ 5

You may photostat the form to save damaging the Quarterly.
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E Friends Of Reachout Trust E

Since Reachout Trust was founded in 1982 and became aregistered charity in 1986, we have been aware
of many people who support the aims of the Trust and are very interested in the work. Today we have
grown to be one of the foremost Christian groupsin our field and as far as we are aware the only ministry
in Britain that covers such awide spectrum of groups and services. This position means that the support
of friendsis becoming even more vital.

Our vital work needs the support of those who are willing to give their time and energy and at the same
time those who are willing to give finances. For severa years we have been running a number of
partnership schemes and these will continue but we felt there was need of something different. We are
therefore developing F.O.R.T. where the emphasis will be on a closer working together although it will
also include some benefits.

Asthe name suggests, the emphasisis on the friendship of the Trust with those who are giving. We believe that
thiswill be agreat way for the Trust to move forward and at the same time link up with the many hundreds
who support our work. Individuals and churches dlike are welcome to join this scheme.

Y ou will beabdleto give yearly or monthly by cheque or sanding order or under any of the following schemes.
GIFT AID - Asatax-payer you can give aonce off donation of £250 or more and we can also receive the
tax you paid on the amount.

GIVE AS YOU EARN - If your firm is registered for this scheme you can give to us direct from your
wages.

CHARITY CARD - Open an account with the Charity Aid Foundation and you can donate by telephone
or letter in ‘credit card style'.

COVENANT - Give aregular amount over a4-year period via UKET.

There will be different levels of giving and the benefits that will come into operation three months after
your initial contribution will differ. To receive these the commitment must be for at least 2 years subject
to any unforeseen circumstances.

LEVEL 1isfor the minimum donation £150 per year or £12.50 per month.
LEVEL 2 for those who give £300 per year or £25 per month.

LEVEL 3 for those who give £500 per year or £42 per month

LEVEL 4 for those who give £1000 per year or £84 per month

LEVEL 5 for those who give more than £1200 per year or £100 per month.

__________________________________ u
IResponse: Friends of Reachout Trust Please return | F. o. R . T.
: — this form :
I indicating your |  Reachout Trust
| Address: commitmentto 1 24 Ormond Road
:o't | the Trust. We : Richmond
P will send full | Surrey TW10 6TH
I Post Code: Phone: gr?;[/a;cl)srrirghat : Tel:0181 332 7785
S Fax:0181 3322 0286
=Payment by: Level: need signing. : Email:fort@reachouttrust.org
o o o e . . . S S S S R R S R R e S e e e — ol

You may photostat the form to save damaging the Quarterly.
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Level 1

Anintroductory pack of resources put out by the Trust with a minimum resale value of £20.
A membership number entitling 10% discount off Reachout's full priced resources.

A Reachout Trust lapel badge.

Every January receiving a copy of the accounts and report of the Trustees.

Every July receiving an interim report of how the work is going.

Quarterly Newsletter.

15% discount off 2 places for Reachout's Annual Convention normally held in November.
Aninvitation to an informal evening to be held at Reachout Officesin early December.

Level 2

Anintroductory pack of resources put out by the Trust with a minimum resale value of £30.
A membership number entitling 15% discount off Reachout's full priced resources.

Two Reachout Trust lapel badges.

Every January receiving a copy of the accounts and report of the Trustees.

Every July receiving an interim report of how the work is going.

Quarterly Newsletter.

20% discount off 2 places for Reachout's Annual Convention normally held in November.
Aninvitation to an informal evening to be held at Reachout Officesin early December.

Level 3

Anintroductory pack of resources put out by the Trust with a minimum resale value of £40.
A membership number entitling 20% discount off Reachout's full priced resources.

3 Reachout Trust lapel badges.

Every January receiving a copy of the accounts and report of the Trustees.

Every July receiving an interim report of how the work is going.

Quarterly Newsletter.

25% discount off 2 places for Reachout's Annual Convention normally held in November.
Aninvitation to an informal evening to be held at Reachout Officesin early December.

Leve 4

Anintroductory pack of resources put out by the Trust with a minimum resale value of £50.
A membership number entitling 25% discount off Reachout's full priced resources.

4 Reachout Trust lapel badges.

Every January receiving a copy of the accounts and report of the Trustees.

Every July receiving an interim report of how the work is going.

Quarterly Newsletter.

30% discount off 2 places for Reachout's Annual Convention normally held in November.
Aninvitation to an informal evening to be held at Reachout Officesin early December.

Level 5

Anintroductory pack of resources put out by the Trust with a minimum resale value of £60.
A membership number entitling 30% discount off Reachout's full priced resources.

5 Reachout Trust lapel badges.

Every January receiving a copy of the accounts and report of the Trustees.

Every July receiving an interim report of how the work is going.

Quarterly Newsletter.

2 places for the price of 1 at Reachout's Annual Convention normally held in November.
Aninvitation to an informal evening to be held at Reachout Officesin early December.
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wATCH THE B owER

After the release of the new book (see
p.16) | was invited onto a North of Eng-
land Radio program entitled, Thank God
its Thursday. Nothing unusual about that
but what made this broadcast different
was for the first time the Jehovah’'s Wit-
nesses allowed one of there members to
come on with me. The program was not
the greatest | have ever taken part in but
it left me with a question, are the Watch-
tower Society changing their attitude?

| was interested in the way the Witness,
Paul Stephens, answered some of the
guestions. It gave the impression that if |
did not know the difference he was not
going to reveal it. The interviewer
started with the heart of the gospel and
the person of Jesus. Paul used phrases
such as only begotten and even the inter-
viewer was at aloss to tell the difference
until 1 explained the different way that
the Watchtower Society uses that phrase
as opposed to the Bible. No wonder the
man at the door is confused.

The real surprise came when Paul was
asked if they believed that Jesus was an
angel — no, came the resounding reply. |
could not contain myself at this and
asked whether the Society had ever
taught that Jesus and Michael the
Archangel were the same person and had
they now withdrawn it? Oh came the
answer if you mean do we say that the
name Michael the Archangel is one of
the names given to the Lord Jesus then
yes of course we believe that. Such a
subtle difference that only a Jehovah's
Witness would be able to argue with
such conviction knowing they had just
tried to hide the truth.

The classic denial came when the inter-
viewer started talking about the Society’s
past record and whether they could still
believe Rutherford’s book Millions Now
Living Will Never Die. | think you mis-
guoted came Paul’s remark | have the
advertisement for the talk and it is Mil-
lions Now Living May Never Die. Oh no
it is not although that is how the Watch-
tower wants people to believe it these

days.

It appears there is a change in that the
Society wants to show itself as far more
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middle of the road than it has done in
years past. Also, there is an aggressive-
ness that has not been there before. On
a couple of occasions now | have been
told that Reachout Trust simply exists
to persecute and destroy the Watch-
tower Society. They are even quoting
an Oxford Professor who is supposed to
have stated this. | am trying to track this
guote down and will give more details
when | do. Certainly, the heads are
coming up over the castle wall in away
| have not known for awhile.

What is also clear is that the Society
wants to give the impression that it is
encouraging outside checks to be made
by its members to confirm the authen-
ticity of the Organisation. Take these
guotes as just an example:

Someone who trusts too much may be
gullible and, as a result, easily deceived
and manipulated... Only a very naive,
inexperienced person, is going to trust
blindly every word he hears... How,
then, can you ‘consider your steps’ so
that you do not misplace your trust?
The Bible encourages us to test out
what people say rather than just blindly
accept everything we hear... No one
who is genuine will take offence if we
check his credentials... The apostle
Paul advised: ‘Put all things to the test.’
(1 Thessalonians 5:21, Today’s English
Version) The word used by the apostle
Paul for ‘test’ was also used in connec-
tion with testing precious metals to see
if they were genuine. A prudent person
always tested to see if what he was
buying was genuine. — Awake! 8 Febru-
ary 1996, p.6.

Are you an avid reader of God’s Word?
Digging into it is the means by which
“you will understand the fear of Jeho-
vah, and you will find the very knowl-
edge of God.” (Proverbs 2:4, 5) So
develop good study habits. Try reading
a portion of God's Word every day.
(Psalm 1:2) Make it a habit to read each
issue of The Watchtower and Awake!
as soon as it is received. Pay close atten-
tion at congregation meetings. Learn to
do careful research. By learning to

“trace all things with accuracy,’ you can
avoid exaggerations and inaccuracies
when you teach. -Luke 1:3. — The
Watchtower 15 March 1999, p.12.

Of course the second quote gives the
game away because you can only use
the Watchtower’s own publications. If
the researcher simple went to the origi-
nal publications, there is not need to
start with the ‘apostate’ literature, he or
she would find so many things wrong
and would draw very different conclu-
sions to the ones the Society offers.

One area to check carefully would be
the teaching already mentioned con-
cerning Jesus being Michael the
Archangel. The Watchtower Society
like to teach that Michael is unique and
so isthe special creation of Jehovah and
is thus Jesus. Investigate what the An-
gel Gabriel said to Zacharis in Luke
1:19

I am Gabriel, who stands in
the presence of God...

That is never said of Michael and at the
very least puts Gabriel on a par with
Michael and thus heis not unique.

Notice also what a recent Watchtower
said:

This was by no means an ordinary
pregnancy, for Jesus had had a prehu-
man existence in heaven. (Proverbs
8:22-31; Colossians 1:15) His life had
been transferred by Jehovah’s miracu-
lous power to the womb of Mary, mak-
ing it possible for this beloved Son of
God to be born as a human. (John
1:1-3,14; Phillippians 2:6, 7) - The
Watchtower, 15 February 1999, p.15.

We need to investigate this carefully
because what character was Jesus in
heaven — an angel? What amiracle if an
angel was transferred to the womb as a
human! On a secondary issue, anyone
looking at this page will note a picture
of Jesus wearing a beard! Something
else that needs to be checked because
are not beards still considered to be a
sign of immaturity?

One final area that we would suggest

Summer 1999



warrants further careful investigation
would be this paragraph that comes on
p.17, later in the same article in the
above Watchtower.

Love moved Jehovah to send forth his
beloved Son. (Romans 5:8; 1 John 4:9...
If we appreciate what Jesus did for us,
we will respond... How can we demon-
strate heartfelt appreciation for the ran-
som?... Obedience to Jesus... One of the

finest ways we can show appreciation
for the ransom is by attending the
Memorial of Christ’s death, which this
year will be held on April 1.

Investigation will show that to be obe-
dient to Jesus words does not mean
that they attend a meeting but that they
partake of the emblems of bread and
wine. That only happensto avery small
number of Witnesses the rest are being

encouraged to be disobedient.

(end of article)

Update

on

Reachout 2000

Asl writethis| amin the lounge of our hogt
family, Dumitrasconiu and the house is be-
ginning to wake up. Thetimeis8 amand |
have woken to the dul cet sounds of someone
bedting their carpet outsde. The darm on
the Nissan has gone off because alargelorry
has judt passed by as it does every morning
and 20 another day in Hunedoara darts as
normal. The dreat children will dready be
out begging and the lady dtreet sweeperswill
be moving themon.

The Jehovah's Witnesses will be prepar-
ing to speak with folk on the street, in their
persuasive way, engaging people in con-
versation about the death and resurrection
of Jesus, making a big point about the
cross or the stake? On the one hand | am
torn by al the hungry children and adults
on the gtreet because they have been aban-
doned or they have no work, no home and
no food. On the other hand | see people
being fed by awrong word by the Wsand
the hungry teke it in. They both in turn
reject the child who is dirty and in need
and my heartbreaks again.

Jesus said in Matt 4 “man shall not live
by bread alone, but by every word that
proceeds from the mouth of God.” He
also said, “whatsoever you do unto one
of these (children) you do unto me.”
When | see the abused children | am
gutted, but with love and care they
mostly bounce back, but when we expe-
rience the work of spiritually abused
people it takes a lot of work and effort
to feed them with spiritual truth. The
JWs are making ground here in Hune-
doara. The kingdom hall is amost com-
pleted and will be afine building.

There is so much work to do in this
town and it takes time, effort, money
and prayer. Please support us with your
prayers, they are needed here.

The Chridtians here need teaching and we do

what we can. Tothisend Doug Harriswill be
coming to Romania in September to teach
with us and to teach in the Bible Callege in
Arad. Thisisan answer to prayer but thereis
aneed for more.

All around | see tired pastors who need
encouraging, tired people who are
working 12/14 hours a day to try to
make ends meet, factories that close
because of the economic climate and a
weary worn people who ask for so little
but give so much. | struggle with just
preaching the word of God to men and
women who are in pain from physical
hunger, without meeting both needs.

The JWs will be celebrating their
memorial meal this weekend and the
plate will be passed from one to another
with no one taking to eat. What can you
/ we do for these who are starving for
spiritual food?

When you read this many of you will be
making plans for your summer holi-
days, please take time during this pe-
riod to consider those who are starving,
take time to read Psalm 119:33-40 and
make it words of prayer, teach me (33),
give me (34), make me (35), incline me
(36) turn me (37), establish me (38),
spare me (39) revive me (40).

lan, Steven and Gordon are busy refur-
bishing our interpreter’s flat because it
easier than trying to sgueeze us in by
our hosts sending a member of the fam-
ily to sleep elsewhere. It will quieter for
preparing to teach and maybe other
missionaries passing through can use
the accommodation. Romania is also a
beautiful country and maybe you could go
for a holiday and rent the flat, giving fi-
nancia help to Reachout 2000.

Why do we have this flat? Four years
ago loan (John), our interpreter, had avison
thet he mugt leave Romania for the sake of
his children. He hes tried to get work in

Hungary and, until recently, there was no per-
manent job. About ayear ago he said no one
who had money to buy hisflat wanted to live
in the area and those who would live there
didn't have the money to purchese. We sad
wewould buy it and so rdeasshimto moveto
Hungary.

Our helpers have worked very hard rais-
ing funds and it seemed as though there
was plenty in the ‘kitty.” At the same
time a building came on the market
which seemed suitable for our use in
both feeding street children and a non-
denominational teaching centre. We
needed to give immediate answer on this
second building so rang a couple of
families and asked for prayer. Praise
God, within half an hour we had exactly
the amount of money needed. The build-
ing was bought last summer. It is a typica
Romanian Country house; we would call it
a bungalow. It also has barns and land for
growing fruit and veg.

In September ‘98 a group of people built
an extension for a kitchen for which we
had a donation from a Church in Lon-
don, and generally worked on the prop-
erty. Four people in the group had build-
ing experience the rest had none. One
guy, who is a customs official with lily-
white hands, got stuck in to helping dig
a septic tank and mixing concrete and an
18 year old female student generally
grafted, though when she tried to help
with clearing out a very dusty barn got
severely chastised form her ‘mission
mum’ because she has asthma.

November saw more work on the prop-
erty which is to be called ‘Casa de Lu-
mina (house of light). We are now at a
stand still with this project for many
reasons, time, help, funds but the biggest
one being a legal ‘hiccup’ but we pray
that by the time you read this it will all
be sorted and much needed work can go
ahead.

(end of article)
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TRUTH RESTORED - 19

BY MIKE & ANN THOMAS

THE LAMB OF GOD

The Lamb of Goik the Mormon Church’'s
video presentation of the Eagter story. Widdly
advertised including a quarter page in The
Timesthisvideo hasbeen finding itsway into
thousands of homes across the country, usu-
aly accompanied by apair of missonaries It
was preceded, a Christmas, by a short video
entitted The Nativity depicting the hirth of
Jesus The Nativitissmply avisud presenta
tion of the Chrigmas dory with very little
didogue, and thet in Aramaic/Hebrew. It is
more an animated tableau depicting succes:
sve familiar scenes from Luke 2. But then
what more could you expect from a film
bardy 12 minuteslong?

The tableau format is carried over into
the 27 minute long The Lamb of God
Beginning with Jesus appearance be-
fore Pilate it is a presentation of the last
few hours of His life, interspersed with
retrospective scenes from His last week
and a couple of brief scenes from the
Christmas video. The dialogue is sparse,
afew brief phrases at the last supper “Do
this in remembrance of me,” and brief
exchanges between Jesus and Pilate, fa-
miliar phrases given in the inevitable
King James English - “Art thou the King
of the Jews?’ “My kingdom is not of this
world.” “Art thou aking then?” “For this
purpose came | into thisworld.” “I find no
fault with this man!” “Shdl | crucify your
king?" There is the inevitable “Crucify
Him!” from the crowd and the rest issm-
ply a background noise of Aramaic/He-
brew. Fromthe crossyou hear “Father, into
thy hands | commend my spirit,” then “Itis
finished.” We see the anger of the crowds,
the sorrow of the disciples and the hasty
buria. Then the discovery of the empty
tomb by Mary, and Peter and John racing
to see for themselves. It finishes with a
depiction in silhouette of the pair telling
shepherds on a hill and a visud presenta
tion of John 3:16.

This is a moving and heart-warming
film. It is comforting and reassuring in
its familiarity, well produced and quite
accurate to the King James account. A
Christian viewing it for the purpose of
finding arguments against the Mormon
Church would be disappointed. There is
nothing doctrinaly wrong with it and it

would serve well as a starting point for
agospel discussion. But that is because
there is nothing doctrinal in it. If asked
to write this video the average Chrigtian
would be hard pressed to decide what to
leave out of afilm depicting such asignifi-
cant week in the history of theworld. Y,
this 27-minute video is totaly devoid of
teaching or indeed structured storytelling -
either Chrigtian or Mormon. It is a 27
minute “virtual” tableau leading up to the
most important message in the whole
video - the last words on the screen: This
is a presentation of The Church of Je-
sus Chrig of Latter-day Saints. It is a
type of iconography, designed to give an
impression, a representation by means of
images. An impression of what? An im-
pression of Christianity. A Christian
watching this video would be hard
pressed to fault it. Someone unfamiliar
with the Christian message would learn
precious little about Chritianity - or Mor-
monism, and that is the point of the film.
You will inevitably think that it is a
“Chrigian” film produced by a
“Chrigian” church.

We showed it to a group of Christian
friends and asked for their comments.
One expressed real surprise that it actu-
aly “told the gospel.” However, it does
not tell the gospel at all, either the
Christian gospel or the Mormon gospel.
But as Christians, or as nominal Chris-
tians or even simply products of West-
ern society, familiar with the story of
Easter, we might be forgiven for seeing
in this film much more than is really
there. When we opened the discussion
some began to see this and were ap-
palled at the subtlety of the deception.
But it is purely propagandain the ongo-
ing PR campaign to be seen as a Chris-
tian denomination. We have already
said that it would serve well as a start-
ing point for a gospel discussion. But
where would a Christian take it from
there? From the word of God we might
take the Roman Road:

ROMANS

3:10 - Thereis no-one righteous, no matter
how good we are or how hard wetry.

3:23 - All have sinned and fallen short.
It isimpossible for us to measure up to

God's standard.

5:12 - Death came to al men, because
al sinned. It is our nature to sin.

5:8 - Because of God's love for us, he
sent Christ to die for us - while we were
still sinners, not because we had done
anything to earn it.

6:23 - The wages of dn is death - wages
are what you earn as a result of what you
do. The gift of God iseternd life - you do
not earn agift, or deserveit. God givesthe
gift because He loves us. We do not need
to work for it, only accept it.

10:13 - Everyone who calls on the
name of the Lord will be saved, regard-
less of who they are or what they have
done. You only have to call.

10:9,10 - True heart-fdt confesson of fathin
Jeasiswhet it tekesto be saved, notworks
Theresult is a salvation in the kingdom
of God that is “by faith, from first to
last” (Romans 1:17). A salvation that is
freely available to al who receive Him.
“To those who believe in His name He
gave the right to become children of
God - children born not of natural de-
scent (the Mormon patriarchal bless-
ing?), nor of human decision or a hus-
band's will, but born of God” (John
1:12-13). Here is the gospd, that thereis
“a righteousness from God [that] comes
through faith in Jesus Chrigt to dl who
believe. There is no difference, for all
have sinned and fal short of the glory of
God, and are judtified fredy by his grace
through the redemption that came by
Chrigt Jesus’ (Romans 3:22-24).

Where would a Mormon take such a
discussion? Would the honest seeker
end up with the same assurances so
clearly offered in the Bible? Forgive-
ness of sin, justification before God,
righteousness as a gift and assurance of
eternal life with God? Read on.

MIRACLE OF UNFORGIVENESS

In 1969, Spencer W. Kimball published
abook entitled The Miracle of Forgive-
ness This book became a classic within
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints [Mormonsg]; in fact, it was so
successful that the copy we have was
from the 40" printing in 1991. At the
time, he was an apostle in the Mormon
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Church, one of the Council of the
Twelve, second only in authority within
the Church to the First Presidency. In
1973, he became President of the
Church, until his death in 1985. This
man spoke with authority, and his book
has become the definitive work on sin and
forgiveness for Mormons. How strange,
then, that missionaries of the Church are
discouraged from reading it!

BURDEN

Perhaps the reason is because of state-
ments like the following:

No matter how brilliant was the service
rendered by the bishop or stake president
or other person, if he falters later in his
life and fails to live righteously “to the
end" the good works he did all stand in
jeopardy... for who can tell when one
might slip across the line? (pp.121/122)

A life spent in good works can still be
lost if we do not keep it up "to the end.”
Life for Mormons must be a great
strain, having to be on your guard all
the time not to stray, not to falter. This
is a great burden indeed. But the mes-
sage of the book isthat thereis forgive-
ness for those who sin and are repen-
tant. After spelling out the details of sin
and its consequences, Kimball gives
assurance that thereisaway out:

There must be works - many works - and
an all-out, total surrender, with a great
humility and “a broken heart and a con-
trite spirit.” It depends on you whether
or not you are forgiven, and when. It
could be weeks, it could be years, it could
be centuries before that happy day when
you have the positive assurance that the
Lord has forgiven you. That depends on
your humility, your sincerity, your works,
your attitudes. (p.325)

Jesus paid the price, made it possible
for you to be forgiven, but whether you
are forgiven depends entirely on you.
More works are required, this time to
prove to God how repentant you are,
and assurance can be a very long time
in coming. It seems from the quote
above, that some people may never know
for sure that they are forgiven. There is
also no room for weakness or error, espe-
cidly if you commit the same sin again. If
you succeed in being forgiven, receiving
that assurance that you are once more
right with God, you have to go back on
your guard again, because those who re-
peat asin arein very deep trouble:

... Unto that soul who sinneth shall the
former sins return, saith the Lord your

God. - D&C 82: 7.

Would this mean that the person who
has returned to the sins he has profess-
edly abandoned must start the process of
repentance again from the beginning?

To return to sin is most destructive to the
morale of the individual and gives Satan
another hand-hold on his victim. Those who
feel that they can sin and be forgiven and
then return to their sin and be forgiven
again and again must straighten out their
thinking. Each previously forgiven sin is
added to the new one and the whole gets to
be a heavy load. (p.170)

Theload, which Mormons have to beer, is
a heavy one indeed. This book, which
outlines so graphicaly the extent of sin
and the way to forgiveness, makes it clear
that forgivenessis not amiracle at al, the
miracleisthat anyoneisforgiven!

AFTER ALL YOU CAN DO

The Mormon Church teaches that we are
saved by grace “after al we can do” (2
Nephi 25: 23). This means that the grace
of God only comes into effect after you
have done everything you could and
should have done. There is the idea that
we spend our entire lives accumulating
good and bad deeds which will be
weighed at the judgement bar to seeif we
have done enough to merit heaven.

Even the murderer is justified in repent-
ing and mending his ways and building
up a credit balance in his favour. (p.131)

The child born in the Church goes to
Primary and Sunday School; later attends
MIA and seminary and institute; works
in scouting and exploring; later partici-
pates in Relief Society and much other
specialized works, besides serving and at-
tending and participating in other meet-
ings and conferences, and all this in addi-
tion to the study of the gospel and many
hours on his knees in prayer. The adult
convert can make up much of this train-
ing by intensive study and pondering and
prayer. (p.203)

The Mormon God' s “Plan of Salvation”
is to make an earth for his children to
live on

And we will prove them herewith, to
see if they will do all things whatsoever
the Lord their God shall command
them; and they who keep their first
estate shall be added upon; ... and they
who keep their second estate shall have
glory added upon their heads for ever
and ever. (Abraham 3: 25,26)

The first estate was life with God be-
fore we were born, the second estate is

life on earth and the glory to come is
eternal life. This life is a school for
godhood, where we prove ourselves.

While we lack recollection of our pre-
mortal life, before coming to this earth all
of us understood definitely the purpose of
our being here. We would be expected to
gain knowledge, educate ourselves, train
ourselves. We were to control our urges
and desires, master and control our pas
sions, and overcome our weaknesses, small
and large. We were to eliminate sins of
omission and of commission, and to fol-
low the laws and commandments given us
by our Father. (p.5)

We are to spend our lives working to add
to our credit balance, and working to prove
our repentance in order to decrease our
debit balance. The miracle of forgivenessis
that we can repent of the bad deeds, have
them taken off the scale and even transform
our lives so that no more bad deeds need
ever be added.

GOD IN EMBRYO

The underlying problem is the Mormon
doctrine concerning the nature of man.
The scriptures point clearly to the high pur-
pose of man's existence...that, having within
him the seeds of godhood and thus being a
god in embryo, man has unlimited potential
for progress and attainment. (p.3)

It thus becomes the overall responsibility
of man to co-operate fully with the Eternal
God in accomplishing this objective. To
this end God created man to live in mortal-
ity and endowed him with the potential to
perpetuate the race, to subdue the earth, to
perfect himself and to become as God, omni-
scient and omnipotent. (p.2)

Because man is told that he has godhood
within him, he is tempted to believe that
he really can perfect himself. The Mor-
mon belief that man is born sinless, adds
to thisidea. The only problems we carry
are those of our own making, and therefore
we have the power to overcome them.

All transgressions must be cleansed, all
weaknesses must be overcome, before a
person can attain perfection and god-
hood. Accordingly the intent of this
book is to stress the vital importance of
each of us transforming his life through
repentance and forgiveness. (p.16)
Kimball quotes a previous Prophet of the
Church, Joseph F Smith:

True repentance is not only sorrow for
sins, and humble penitence and contri-
tion before God, but it involves the
necessity of turning away from them, a
discontinuance of all evil practices and
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deeds, a thorough reformation of life, a
vital change from evil to good, from vice
to virtue, from darkness to light. Not
only so, but to make restitution, so far
as it is possible, for all the wrongs we
have done, to pay our debts, and restore
to God and man their rights - that which
is due them from us. This is true repen-
tance, and the exercise of the will and all
the powers of body and mind is de-
manded, to complete this glorious work
of repentance...(p.149)

Indeed, Spencer Kimbdl indgts that it is
possible not only to overcome sin, but also
to reach the point “...where the desire or
the urgeto sinis cleared out of hislife.”

Surely this is what is meant, in part at
least, by being pure in heart... it gives
meaning to the Lord's statement, made
through the Prophet Joseph Smith in
1832, that presently impure people can
perfect themselves and become pure;
“Therefore, sanctify yourselves that your
minds become single to God, and the days
will come that you shall see him;...”(D&C
88). (p.355)

Thisteaching gives man at the sametime
arrogance and hopelessness: | am born
perfect, containing the seeds of god-
hood, with the potential to become a god
myself one day. Yet at the same time the
belief that | can perfect myself does not
bear out in my daily experience. | cannot
so easily overcome my faults and sins,
yet the Mormon Church teaches that |

can and should.

BODY OF DEATH

When we firg became members of the
Mormon Church, the idea that we could
‘turn over a new leaf’ and work hard to
become acceptable to God sounded good.
Most people believe that they need to be
good in order to be accepted by God. But
the redlity is that perfection is impossible
because we are dl flawed. Even the great
apostle Paul, who had a personal experi-
ence of Jesus Chrigt on the road to Damas-
cus and spent his life serving God and
preaching the Gospdl, knew that he was
weak and sinful:

I do not understand what |
do. For what | want to do
I do not do, but what |
hate | do... For | have the
desire to do what is good,
but | cannot carry it out.
For what | do is not the
good | want to do; no, the
evil | do not want to do -
this | keep on doing... What

a wetched man | am Wo
wll rescue nme from this

body of death? (Romans 7: 15,
18b,” 19, 24)

The very purpose of thelaw inthe Bibleis
to show us how impossible it is for us to
reach God's standard on our own, and
how much we need God's gift of grace
made possible by the sacrifice of Jesus
Chrigt. The Mormon Church, by denying
the free gift of grace and indsting that
members perfect themselves, is laying an

impossible burden on them. Those who
takether obligations serioudy livein guilt
and fear that they will never be good
enough. Those who believe that it will be
all right are smply deluded. Thet is why
thisbook is so dangerous to Mormons.

DO IT YOURSELF

In a nutshell, the Church program is
like this: The Malady: Mental and phys-
ical sin. The Vehicle: The Church and
its agencies and programs The Medica-
tion: The gospel of Jesus Christ with its
purity, beauty, and rich promises. The
Cure: Proper attitudes and self-mastery
through activity and good works. (p.88)
Thus Spencer Kimbal sums it up and
clarifies the problem for us dl. The Md-
ady is correct, and The Medication, but
the Mormon Church inssts thet it is the
only way, and we must do it ourselves.

(end of article)

=§= NEW AGE BND UF6'S - 3 |

The basis for this article is original re- 35,000 members in 85 different coun-
search by Andrew Harrison and added tries and as it stands for the most basic

material by Doug HarrisAll three parts
plus some new material are now avail-
able from Reachout Trust under their

“Look Into” Series. See enclosed spe-

cial offer leaflet to order.

In this final part of our look at the New
Age and UFOs | want to concentrate on
two organisations that show clearly the
spiritual link. Those who get involved in
these groups are probably not just cranks
but could have a counterfeit conversion
experience that certainly leads them
away from God and might just possibly
open them up to demonic activity.

RAELIAN SOCIETY
The Raelian Society claims to have
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of human rights, it is beneficia to ev-
eryone. They claim that the first book
they published sold over one million
copies and changed the lives of millions
of people. This has happened because
their values are based on “the latest
developments in science and the de-
mystification of religion.”

It al started with a French Journalist
named Rael. The story goes that in
December 1973 in a remote part of
central France he was contacted by an
ExtraTerrestrial (ET). Thiswas not just
one coincidental meeting but they met
in the same place over six days. This
ET brought a specific message to Rael
and the Raelian web site explains this

message as follows:

The messages dictated to Rael explain
how life on Earth is not the result of
random evolution nor the work of a
supernatural ‘God.” It is a deliberate
creation, using DNA, by a scientifically
advanced people who made human be-
ings literally ‘in their image.” Refer-
ences to these scientists and their work,
as well as their symbol of infinity can
be found in the ancient texts of many
cultures. For example, in Genesis, the
biblical account of creation, the word
“elohim” has been mistranslated as
‘God’ in the singular, but it is a plural,
which means “those who came from
sky”.

At the foundation of the Raelian Soci-
ety, we find that it is anti-Christian and
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wants to remove the God reveded in
Scripture and replace Him with ETs
from the sky. There is no evidence for
what is said but when it so radicaly
wants to change the whole concept of
belief in God and it is not hard to see
that such a message could only come
from the satanic realm; the realm that
has been seeking to usurp God from the
beginning of time.

Having first dealt a deathblow to God
with theinitial message the Society then
takes basic religious teaching and his-
tory and turns it to itself. We are told
that these *Elohim’ from the skies have
kept in touch through their prophets
such as Moses, Buddha, Jesus and Mo-
hammed.

This aspect of their teaching leads to
confusion. Moses brought a message of
a personal creator God not ‘men from
Mars.” Jesus said that He was the Son
of this personal God and taught some
amazing things that not only disagree
with the teachings of the Raglian Soci-
ety but also Buddha and Mohammed,
two of His ‘fellow prophets.” Such is
the confusion at the very heart of the
Saciety’ steaching.

The Raelians do however reserve a spe-
cial place for Jesus probably because
His Father was an Eloha. He was given
the task of preparing the world for the
crucia time that we are privileged to
live in today. This special age of
‘Apocalypse’ (meaning revelation in
Greek) began in 1945 and has ushered
in the last prophet sent by the Elohim
and hisnameis Rael.

Their official web site informs us that
the main purpose for sending Radl is to
build an embassy for the Elohim in inter-
nationally recognised neutral territory.

The emblem of the Raglian Movement is
the symboal of infinity, which happensaso
to be the Star of David. We read on the
web site concerning this symbol:

The Star of David represents infinite
space. The extraterrestrials who created
mankind in their laboratories have sci-
entifically proven that the infinitely
small has the same structure as the
infinitely large. The atoms in our hand,
for instance, contain minute galaxies
which themselves have planets with
minute humanities living there. Simi-
larly, our own galaxy is a tiny particle of
a huge atom which itself is part of some
immense world and so on ad infini-
tum... Everything in the universes is in

perpetual transformation in the in-
finitely small and the infinitely large.
Matter has no beginning and no end:
everything is cyclic.

Through a method called ‘ Sensual me-
diation,” Rael wants all of us to be in
touch and in harmony with both our-
selves and infinity. These techniques
taught to Rael by the Elohim will help
usto:

Understand how our minds and bodies
function. Question the judeo-christian
inhibitions of guilt and mysticism of
Eastern traditions. Develop our minds
and discover our bodies. Re-
programme ourselves by ourselves into
what we really wish to be. Sensual Med-
itation enables us to love ourselves bet-
ter and to better love others, to dis-
cover our individuality and our com-
mon humanity.

Severa phrasesin this basic description
should set the alarm bells going for
Chrigtians. “Question Judeo-Christian
inhibitions,” “eastern traditions,” “re-
programme ourselves,” “we want to
be.”

If we meet people from this group let us
set out to show them the foundation of
the Society is wrong and that they will
not be able to “better themselves’ with-
out knowing the one who came to give
an answer to guilt and full life. Seek to
encourage them to study with you the
actual words of Moses and Jesus and
see what message these ‘prophets’ re-
ally brought.

ATHERIUS SOCIETY

In their 1997 leaflet, “A personal Invi-
tation...” the Society describes them-
selves asfollows:

The Aetherius Society was founded in
London in 1955. Since then, it has
grown into an international organisa-
tion with Headquarters, Branches and
Groups throughout the world. Its
founder, Sir George King, is a Western
Master of Yoga. An expert psychic
healer by his 20's, he took up the in-
tense study of Yoga, the eastern science
which teaches control of mental and
psychic forces. As a result he gained
much-sought mystic states. He now
holds the, possibly unique, distinction
of being a Western master of Yoga. The
Society was brought into being on the
instruction of elevated Interplanetary
Masters in order to perform essential
Missions and to spread their ‘Cosmic

Message’ in preparation for a new Age
upon earth. Members can progress
through various degrees of membership,
eventually becoming part of the Soci-
ety’s mystic temple order.

There is no attempt to hide the fact that
this group is definitely spiritual, indeed
they advertise “Divine Services.” Under
this heading in their information leaflet
we read:

The Aetherius Society holds regular
weekly Divine Services to which all are
welcome. These services combine an-
cient Mystic Practices of the East with
modern Teachings of the great Cosmic
Masters. Dynamic Prayer, which is used
at these Services, is one of the most
effective means of sending out energy in
order to overcome suffering in the
world. There is also an opportunity to
hear a tape-recorded Address by His
Eminence, and a recording of one of
‘The Twelve Blessings,” The New Age
Bible as delivered to this Earth by the
Master Jesus through the Mediumship
of His Eminence.

The Aetherius Society claims to be the
oldest UFO organisation of its kind, es-
tablished over 40 years ago but it ap-
pears that the Elohim and the Interplane-
tary Masters have a severe lack of com-
munication! There is no way that both
these groups can be right but despite
their variations they seem to be coming
from the same root. This | believe will
become even more evident as we look at
some of the beliefs of this Society. In-
deed, we will discover that they have
built up a complete system of worship.

The fact that these two Societies appear
to come from the same supernatural
source that is not the true God is estab-
lished by similarities in belief. For in-
stance:

Service of mankind is the vital
religion for today.

Jesus, Buddha, Krishna and other
religious figures were extraterres-
trial who came to earth to help
mankind.

The Aetherius Society has however de-
veloped a detailed ‘spiritual path’ start-
ing from the premise that all major reli-
gionsare similar and hold the same basic
teachings. We are also visited by intelli-
gent extraterrestrial who help mankind
develop along their spiritua path. For
man, who holds the divine spark of their
Creator, Earth is the essential training
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ground on the “evolutionary ladder of
life back to the source from which we all
came.” Karma, the law of fate and rein-
carnation are natura laws of God that
enable usto progress.

SIR GEORGE KING

King was born on 23 January 1919 and
died in 1997. In his early life he had a
deep interest in orthodox Christianity
but came to feel that there must be more
beyond just the ‘orthodox.” The path he
chose was Yoga and it is recorded that
he practised 8-12 hours every day! This
eventually led to a life changing experi-
ence in May 1954 when he heard a
physica voice in his empty apartment say,
“Prepare yoursdf! You are to become the
voice of Interplanetary Parliament.”

In the months that followed he mastered
Raja, Gnani and Kudalinin Yoga in or-
der to be able to lift himself to the place
where the Cosmic masters could use him
as a channel to earth. Several million
people would have seen and heard a Cos-
mic Magter speak through King on BBC
televison on 21 May 1959. However,
1958 had been the turning point.

In July 1958, he channelled a Venusian
known as ‘ The Master Jesus' who spoke
the Twelve Blessings, which are referred
to as a cosmic extension to the Sermon
on the Mount. It will also not escape
your attention that Jesus comes from
Venus. Then in November 1958 on
Brown Willy, a mountain Cornwall,
King brought a cosmic prophecy from a
spiritually evolved extraterrestrial called
the Lord of Karma. The essence of the
‘prophecy’ was that another will come
that will stand before Earth’sleaders and
his magic will be greater than any upon
the Earth. Now was the time to prepare
for his coming.

King spent the rest of his life doing just
that. However, you may have noticed
how the description of this one coming
fits so exactly the descriptions we have
of the anti-Christ in Scripture.

The official web site of the Society tells
us how Sir George King was recognised
for hiswork. This one paragraph | feel is
very revealing:

In 1978, Sir George projected to the
mystical Temple of Shamballa for a
meeting with Members of the Spiritual
Hierarchy of Earth, also know as The
Great White Brotherhood. There he
was initiated as a Grand Knight Tem-
plar of the Inner sanctum of the Holy
Order of the Spiritual Hierarchy of

Earth by the Lord Buddha. This great
honor was bestowed on Sir George for
the service to mankind in his role as
Primary Terrestrial Mental Channel
and for his design and performance of
numerous world Missions.

The language used isso decriptiveand so
many different groups are referred to.
Many of these would hold clear non-
Christian and even occultic beliefs.

There is so much more we could say
about this Society but we will finish this
brief look by highlighting three of the
main ways they are seeking to outwork
the message of preparing for the new
ohe coming.

THE COSMIC PLAN

The Society teaches that there is an
overall purpose to life on this earth; we
are here to gain experience and hope-
fully evolve. The reason the Society
was brought into existence now is that
the karma of mankind needs to be bal-
anced. Showing how to do this was
supposed to be one of the main reasons
that Jesus and other spiritual masters
came to earth. However, | fal to find
this within Scripture! One of the ways
man can change his Karma is by co-
operating at special times throughout
the year, these are called Spiritua
Pushes.

SPIRITUAL PUSHES

The official web site gives the dates
when this event takes place each year
and describes spiritual pushesin part as
follows:

Since the dark days of the fifties, for
several periods each year, a massive
spacecraft called satellite No.3 comes
into orbit of our earth, 1550 miles
above the surface. On board are a fan-
tastic array of radionic instruments...
This advanced spacecraft is able to
beam exactly the right energy to each
person helping mankind in a spiritual
way. This uplifting energy is sent to all
people while engaged in some type of
spiritual act... It makes no difference
what race or religion they may be. It
goes to... all religions, and even to athe-
ists if they are working for the common
good. If this were not enough, during
this period the Karmic effects of each
spiritual action are enhanced three
thousand times. Thereby speeding the
evolution of both the individual and
mankind as a whole.

19 HOLY MOUNTAINS

Between 1958 and 1961 19 mountains,
9 in Britain, were charged with spiritual
energy which is now available to all
those who will take the effort to climb
them. These places are best used during
the ‘Magnetisation Period’ but even
outside this time for a ‘ Spiritual Push;’
tremendous energy can be gained from
these designated places.

CONCLUSION

What we see from this brief look at
these two Societies is that belief in
UFOs is not just a cranky pastime. We
have a counterfeit spirituality and form
of worship, which takes people away
from the living God and indeed leads
them to the counterfeit. It matters not to
the Devil whether the person thinks the
power comes from a spacecraft or
V enus because once the channel is open
he can use and abuse it, as he wants.
Please be aware of the spiritual forces
that are at work in these areas and pray
for and share the reality of Christ with
all that you may meet caught up in this
deception.

(end of article)
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MILLENNIUM MADNESS

by Mike Thomas

We are in the lagt year of the millennium,
athough of course if Chrigt was born be-
tween 4 and 6 BC then we are adready
severd years into the third millennium.
The world is planning a big party, build-
ings are being raised to commemorate the
achievements of man over the past two
thousand years and generaly, we can ex-
pect to see ajolly time. It reminds me of
Shdlley’'sOzymandias

I met a traveller from an antique land

Who said: ‘Two vast and trunkless legs
of stone

Stand in the desert. Near them, on the
sand,

Half sunk, a shattered visage lies, whose
frown,

And wrinkled lip, and sneer of cold
command,

Tell that it’s sculptor well those passions g
rea

Which yet survive, stamped on these
lifeless things,

The hand that mocked them, and the
heart that fed:

And on the pedestal these words
appear:
‘My name is Ozymandias, king of kings:
Look on my works, ye Mighty, and
despair?’
Nothing besides remains. Round tge
eca
Of that colossal wreck, boundless antgj y
are
The lone and level sands stretch far

away.

For many, the turn of a New Year is a
special time. A time for reflection on
what has passed and a time of planning
and “resolutions” for what is hoped will
be a brighter and better future. Some-
how, the advent of a new century and
new millennium seems to afford us even
more opportunity to put things behind us
and start afresh. A brand new century,
like the first page of anew exercise book
at school, on which we can write what
we will. In the words of Paul atime to
forget what is passed (the pageswe have so
frequently blotted and torn) and presson to
the goal. However, for many again thisisa
time of foreboding as they look forward to
the Second Advent and anticipate the signs
of His coming. There is something about
this time that excites people who hope
above hope that soon, very soon, we will
see remarkable changes that will shake so-
ciety to its core and save the righteousinto
a better future. This is not a new phe-

nomenon.

In the tenth century numbers of fanatics
appeared across Europe preaching that
the end was nigh. The Second Coming
was prophesied and, although the church
at that time discouraged it, nevertheless
thousands believed. In the year 999
many pilgrims made their way to
Jerusalem, where the great event was
expected and the numbers were so great
that they were compared to a desolating
army. They sold their goods, left their
property to fall into disrepair, and saw
no reason to carry on living as they had
been since the end was imminent. Every
thunderstorm, every shooting star, every
phenomenon of nature was seen as a
sign from God and sermons to fit the
occasion were got up and preached as
people trembled in fear of the judgement
to come.

But of course one thousand years on we
are surely more sophisticated and dis-
cerning, and certainly less gullible.
Sadly, although we are living in a more
sophisticated age, the only difference
between then and now is that the mes-
sage of these prophets of doom is per-
haps more sophisticated in its presenta-
tion. Nevertheless they are with us to-
day, both outside and inside the church
and we need to be aware of them.

We live in a world that is increasingly
restless and people are looking in all
sorts of places for answers to the big
questions. Our youngest daughter came
home before Christmas to tell us that
one of her teachers had told the class
that she does not believe in Christmas.
on December 25" she and her friends
would climb a hill and light a bonfire in
what seemed a celebration of nature.
Such people might also see in a new
millennium the advent of a better New
Age. There are those who will seek to
tickle our ears with promises of long
foretold events coming to pass. Of se-
crets of the ages finally revealed,
through a special prophet or group of
course. And the punch line will be “If
your not in on this then you are not in on
anything.” The buzzwords will be
‘mystery’ and ‘keys to understanding’
and ‘finally revealed.’

If you are a Chrigtian reading this be
assured that there is for us no more
mystery because “He made known to us
the mystery of his will." It is“purposed
in Chrigt, [and] to be put into effect
when the times will have reached their
fulfilment - to bring all things in heaven
and on earth together under one head,
even Christ” (Ephesians 1:9-10). If you
get nothing else from this article take
this with you - all the purposes of God
arefulfilled in Christ.

You see there will be those who will
lose heart as they wait for God's pur-
poses to be fulfilled. Already we are
aware of those who have pinned their
hopes on this prophecy, and that word
from God, only to find that having in-
vested themselves into some movement
or another they are left with their hopes
dashed, and we know that ‘hope de-
ferred makes the heart grow sick.’

James gives timely advice to those fac-
ing such circumstances:

Be patient, then, brothers,
until the Lord's com ng.
See how the farmer waits
for the land to yield its
val uabl e crop and how pa-
tient he is for the autumm
and spring rains. You too
be patient and stand firm
because the Lord' s coning
is near. - Janmes 5:7-8

Again Peter wrote:

The Lord is not slow in
keepi ng his prom se, as sone
understand slowness. He is
patient with you, not want-
ing anyone to perish, but
everyone to cone to repen-
tance. - 2 Peter 3:9-10a

| am not standing in judgement over Chris-
tian leaders, that is not my purpose. Nor
am | denying the ‘signs of our times' that
do indeed seem to presage a nearness of
God'sjudgement. Nevertheless, we should
know that there is a place where we need
to stand in the face of confusing messages,
false prophecies and outright speculation
concerning the millennium. They are a-
ready with us and more will come! In the
midst of confusion, and as many lose
heart, remember these things:

1 Peter 1:3 - If you are a Christian then
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you have hope, a “living hope through
the resurrection of Jesus Chrigt from the
dead." The message of the gospd is not
political but is centred on the work of the
cross. Itisnot anideology, ablueprint for a
better world, but the good news that a
gracious God has sent his Son to rescue us
from desperate circumstances.

Hebrews 6:16-18 - It is a hope based on
God’s promises, and a source of encour-
agement, great encouragement.

Hebrews 6:19 - It is an anchor for the
soul, firm and secure.

Romans 15:4 - It is a hope that comes
through endurance and the encourage-

ment of scripture.

Colossians 1:5 - It produces faith and
love.

It is a hope that places usin a position
of great privilege.

Ephesians chapter 1 makes it clear
that we are:

vv.3-4 Blessed, chosen and predestined
v.5 Adopted into God's own family
v.7 Forgiven and redeemed

wv.9-10 Entered into God' s mystery
v.13 Included in God's plan

v.14 Having received a deposit guaran-
teeing what isto come.

Finally it is a hope that anticipates
Christ’s coming (Titus 2:11-14), there-
fore, not understanding all things, but
trusting Him in everything, we await
eagerly His coming, enjoying a living
hope, prepared to endure and trusting in
His sure word that all things will indeed
be brought together under one head,
even Christ. Forbid it that we should
look to any other.

(end of article)

(Continued from page 2)
ROLE PLAYING GAMES

changeling. This may seem to be cause
for alarm; however, everything that takes
place within the game is governed by a
tight set of rules and a good set of ten-
sided dice. Players are given a character
sheet upon which they will find their
character has been rated in physical
prowess, social ability and mental power
(called Attributes) on a scale of one to
five. Innate talents, perfected skills and
learnt knowledge (called Abilities) are
also rated in the same manner. Once all
is in readiness, the story unfolds not
unlike a ‘choose-your-own-adventure’
book. The players, and their characters,
are presented with situations with which
they must deal, and the outcome is deter-
mined by their subsequent choices and
the result of the necessary dicerole.

For example, a player decides the use of
one of their character's abilities would
aid the group at this time. The player
states what they would like their charac-
ter to do and locates the appropriate
pairing of Attributes and Abilities. Their
character’s potential for this task is de-
fined by their combined Attribute and
Ability ratings. The GM will set a diffi-
culty rating (1-10) for the task and a num-
ber of ten-sided dice equd to the charac-
ter's potentid is rolled. The number of
dice, which show a number equal to or
higher than the difficulty rating, defines
their successin thistask. Thisisthe method
used to determine all actions within the
White-Wolf gaming system.

In other gaming systems, the methods
will differ. One thing though remains
constant throughout all modern RPGs,
imagination is the primary and in some
cases, the only tool required for the

game to go on. Those who lack it, or
refuse to fully useit, are rarely comfort-
able around role-play games. From
what | have experienced of role-play
games, they are nothing more or less
than exercise for the imagination. There
are those who take things alittle too far,
and cause problem for the rest, but on
the whole, RPGs and role-players them-
selves, are not evil. If you remember
that it is only a game, it is sO much
easier to deal with and you will have so
much more fun.

An Insight
by Vincent Thomas

What is it? Anyone who has ever played
Cops 'n Robbers, or Cowboys and Indi-
ans as a child has role-played. For that
afternoon, your imagination casts you
in spontaneous roles that seemed to
create the story as it went along. It was
driven by purest fantasy, evolving as
you played, and then ending in a dra-
matic shoot out, or when you got bored
and had to go home.

Role-playing games have a few necessary
differences, but are essentially glorified
Cops 'n Robbers. Rules have been in-
corporated in order to prevent the
“Bang! Your dead!” “No I'm not!” ar-
gument, and to help define each char-
acter’s strengths and weaknesses. In ad-
dition, one of the players must take on
the role of storyteller. Rather than tak-
ing on a character, the storyteller cre-
ates and guides the stories. It is a care-
ful balance between narration and adju-
dication, between story and game.
Sometimes he or she must set the
scene, or describe what occurs, but
mostly must decide what occurs in reac-

tion to the words and actions of the
characters - as realistically, impartially
and creatively as he or she possibly can.
- (Paraphrased from the introduction
to role-playing in White Wolf's game;
Vampire the Masquerade.)

Who am 1? My name is Vincent
Thomas and | am a born-again Chris-
tian. | believe that the love of God
means that we can be saved through the
sacrifice of his Son, Jesus Christ.

Who am 1? My name is Vincent Thomas
and | am a gtoryteller for severa different
role-playing games. | have been involved
in the pastime for over three years, and |
find it challenges my imagination and my
intellect every timel play. | am the weaver
of dreams, whilst my friends are the play-
es in the game. As with other things in
my life, | have had to reconcile the role-
playing with my faith. This has led meto
severd conclusons, which may be worth
consgdering if you are a player in the
game, or aconcerned parent.

To role-play, or not to role-play? That
isthe question. Firstly, thereisasimple
test to see how healthy your role-
playing is. This can be used to judge
amost any pastime, and involves
putting the game into the full context of
your life. How important is it when
compared to the other things in your
life? Do you spend hours in deep con-
sideration of what your character
should do next? When you are with
your friends, do you talk about real
things, or simply relive old adventures
in role-play land? Do you livelifeto its
fullest or just look forward to your next
role-playing session? Finaly, and this
one may be a little scary to some peo-
ple, if your favourite character died
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tomorrow, would you cry for aweek?

Role-playing, whether you are a Chris-
tian or not, should be something you do
to pass the time, to relax and unwind.
Just like any pastime, it can begin to
take up alittle more than just a couple of
hours on the weekend, and that’s when
you should take a big step back - and
take control.

Secondly, the nature of role-playing itsalf
carries with it certain hidden dangers. In
the case of Hamlet, if the actor's perfor-
mance is to be powerful he has to get into
the part. You hear about method actors
who totally engross themselves in their
character, sometimes to the point at which,
whilst on the set or in the thegtre, they are
the character. You cannot even talk to
them without being marched off to a nun-
nery. When after interviewed about their
performance they talk about how it
changed their lives, and helped them dis-
cover more about themselves, Then others
can turn it on at a moment’s notice. One
minute they are having coffee, the next itis
adud to the bloody end. At the end of the
scene, they can snap right back out of it
again with alaugh and agiggle.

When role-playing you take on a charac-
ter. For a time you are a vampire, or a
werewolf, a Jedi knight, a Barbarian, a
wizard, a man in black...etc., the list is
endless. These characters should be
taken on in a spirit of fun and games-
manship, which means that upon the
conclusion of the game you snap back
out of it, and stop playing. The thing to
remember isthat it isonly agame. A bit
like Monopoly only more fun!

The danger occurs when the distinction
between reality and fantasy becomes
blurred. It happens far quicker, and eas-
ier, than you might think. Firstly, you
create your character from a blank sheet
of paper, then slowly watch it grow into
an emotional creature with the goals,
dreams and attitudes that you have given
it. Furthermore, you are the animator of
your creation. It breathes only when you
breathe, it speaks only when you speak,
and it says only the words you utter. It is
a part of you. Secondly, your character
exists in aworld that is far more fantas-
tic than your wildest dreams. He is more
confident than you are, more indepen-
dent than you are, and has a life filled
with excitement and adventure. He has
to; otherwise there would be no incen-
tive to play the game. This combination
allows each player to explore and dis-
cover new things about themselves

through the character that they play.
This can bring the shy out of them-
selves, and help with interpersonal
communication skills. They can draw
on the stron characteristics of the char-
acter they play and use them in their
own personal development.

However, your characters are not saints,
or angels. In fact, there is a big drive in
role-playing to play the anti-hero. You
could be learning from, and drawing on,
the strong characteristics of anything from
a Barbarian to a Jedi knight. The Barbar-
ian rgoicesin murder, and the Jedi knight
workstirelessly to hone his occult magical
skills. As Chrigtians, God should be the
centre of our lives, with Jesus as our ex-
ample. That iswhere dl the real power is
to effect our lives.

Taken to a deeper, extreme level, you
may begin to aspire to your character's
personality, lifestyle and very exis
tence. Moreover, you feel so closetoit.
As | wrote earlier, you have created
him, and fed him, until he became all
that he is now. No one knows him
better than you do. How hard would it
beto be himinstead of you? The excite-
ment of role-playing all thetime, only it
is real! This is when role-playing is at
its most dangerous. Y ou can lose your-
self in your character to such an extent
that you forget who you really are. The
problem with this is that role-playing is
staged and controlled by the storyteller
and, more often than not, there is a
happy ending. However, red life just is
not like that and by the time the fantasy
comes crashing around you its too late,
and everything you were before is con-
fused.

The ways that role-playing can shape
and change character for better or
worse is hard to define. In many cases,
you have to have been there, and expe-
rienced it, to know what it is all about.
Personally, | have had my own prob-
lems, to which my closest friends will
testify. There was once a character of
mine called Damien Kane. He was a
vampire, with an aura, romance and
power about him. He was manipulative,
arrogant, sdfish and angry. To him the
world was his to play with, and anyone
who stood in his way was about to have a
bad day. At the time he was everything |
wanted to be, and | began to emulate the
character | played. It was only after afew
of my friends told me to pack it in that |
even redised | was doing it! By which
time half of them hated me. | count thisas

having been alucky escape.

Finaly, thereis one other danger with role-
playing that is not so hidden, or hard to
define. It concerns the thought processes of
the player. When you are engrossed in a
good story you do not even stop to think
about the atrocities you commit in the
game. Asvampires, wewould kill theinno-
cent on merely a whim, drinking their
blood and devouring their bodies. Decid-
ing how to go about it was haf the fun.
Any imaginable action can be role-played
in the theatre of the mind and yet, because
it isnot red, it seems okay. The storyteller
can put a lid on the exploration of certain
actions, but only if he wants to. Otherwise,
the players are free to do anything they like
without fear of reprisals. After looking into
it, a family forum of the Chrigtian Life
Ministries came up with the following defi-
nition of Dungeons and Dragons.

...teaching on demonology, witchcraft,
voodoo, murder, rape, blasphemy, sui-
cide, assassination, insanity, sex perver-
sion, homosexuality, prostitution, Satan
worship, gambling, Jungian psychology,
barbarism, cannibalism, sadism, desecra-
tion, demon summoning, necromantics
and divination.

Now, whilst there can be no doubt that
they slightly over-reacted, you do see my
point. As Christians, are these the sort of
activities that we should spend time act-
ing out in fantasy?

Researching this article, and collating
my thoughts and beliefs on the subject,
has finally made me face up to them.
When | started writing | was a storyteller
for severa role-playing games - but not
any more. Now | am a Christian with a
clearer conscience, and more time to
spend in the real world with my God, my
family and my friends. It is my belief
that role-playing can be played without
getting too deep, without it becoming
addictive, and possibly even without the
unsavoury thoughts. The only problemis
that it would not be any fun. Why play
with fireif it is not any fun?

(end of article)
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Doug Harris has compiled, through a very
thorough investigation, an excellent, in depth
study of the Jehovah's Witnesses. This will
prove to be of great value to the average
church member who wants to do more than
just shut the door abruptly in the face of the
next Witness standing on their doorstep.

The Jehovah's Witnesses - Their Be-
liefs & Practices is a timely warning for
church leaders to beware of their doctrines
and the way in which they can so easily

Infiltrate and influence mainstream Christianity. It is also an invaluable
resource for students of the Bible to research further, the dangers and
difficulties, which arise for individuals and society as a result of associating
the beliefs and practices of the Witnesses.

The fact of the matter is that it is vitally important that we understand the
Witnesses, not to judge or argue more vehemently, but to become more
confident in sharing with them the real Jesus Christ. My prayer is that
through this book, many will catch the vision to do so when next facing a
Jehovah's Witness on the doorstep. - Dave Edwins, Head of Evangelism,
Moorlands Bible College

Doug Harris sets out with grace and integrity, to help Christians understand
the Jehovah's Witnesses so that they can engage them with confidence and
effectiveness. The hope is that they will be helped and not condemned in
their search for the truth.

This is a detailed but accessible book which will be of great interest to
students, local church leaders and any Christians who have a real concern
for all who are caught up in the erroneous doctrines of the Jehovah's
Witnesses. - Paul Harris, Head of Evangelism, Evangelical Alliance

If the ordinary Jehovah's Witness is expected to spend 10 hours a week
delivering, Watchtower teaching, it shouldn't be too much to ask ordinary
Christians to spend 10 hours in a lifetime to get to grips with the history and
beliefs of the Jehovah's Witnesses so that the Christian can offer in depth
help.

It's all here! Comprehensive and incisive. History, doctrine and practice,
analysis and comment. This book makes the challenge do-able. Doug
Harris's immense knowledge and spiritual perception are harnessed to
unmask the pitfalls of Jehovah's Witnesses. Any who know him, will also
appreciate his passion to see people brought into freedom as children of
God. - Rev. Dr. David Spriggs BA

Page 16 - Reachout Quarterly

Doug’s Diary

Doug Harris will be involved in train-
ing at the following seminars. Others
may have been added since publica
tion. Please ring Head Office for fur-
ther details. Those marked * may have
arestricted attendance.

If there isnot a venue near you but you
feel that your area would benefit from
a seminar, contact Head Office to talk
about organising one.

JUNE
Christian Camping Club *
Birmingham *
Warley
Berwick
Gateshead
Newton Aycliffe
Whickham
Gateshead
Gateshead
York
Hull
Otley

JULY

East London
Lincoln*
Didcot
Gloucester

AUGUST

Northern Lights

SEPTEMBER

Roumania
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