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Inside . ..

As | write this 1999 has
barely begun but it seems
aready that 2000 fever has
gripped us. Several media
companies have telephoned
me asking for the next
‘suicide group’ and almost
everyone i meet has an angle
on what will happen. li has
struck me however that what-
ever the actual events that
happen at the end of the year
will be we will have taked
ourselves into a frenzy long
before December 31.

The more we talk about these
strange cults and what they
will do the more | wonder if
we are giving people ideas.
Yes we do have to be ready
to dea with the situations
that could well arise. How-
ever, let us not be so taken up
with the Y2K (sorry for the
purists among our readers
but thisis for those who love
jargon!) problems and forget
who we are serving and
whose celéebration it is sup-
posed to be.

WCG Responses - p.2.

In the News - p.3.

Convention Report - p.4.
Watch The Tower - p.6.
Truth Restored - 18- p.8.
New Age & UFQO’s - 2 - p.10.

The Homoeopathy Debate - p.13.

We are servants of the Lord
of heaven and earth — should
we be overly taken up with
the cares of this world, what
we eat, what will warm us
etc. My Bible would indicate
that if we are truly serving
the Lord on December 31
1999 and He has taken care
of us until then, whatever
happens at midnight would
not mean that the Lord would
cease to be sovereign on Jan-
uary 1 2000. Yesif we have
computers etc., let us do
whatever we can to protect
ourselves from the ‘bug’ but
let us not go to panic stations
and forget who is our Lord.

Let usalso be careful how we
interpret  Scripture. The
events in with Kim Miller in
Israel show us this warning.

We read:

MEVASSERET ZIO, lsrael,
January 4 1999 - Israeli po-
lice detained eight adults
and six children belonging
to a Denver-based apocalyp-
tic Christian cult, accusing
the group of planning vio-
lent acts in Jerusalem. Police
said that the group planned
to provoke a bloody shoot-

out by opening fire on Israeli
police. Members of  the
group be-

LEADER

lieved that this catastrophic
act would hasten the Second
Coming, police said. “They
planned to carry out violent
and extreme acts in the streets
of Jerusalem at the end of
1999 to start the process of
bringing Jesus back to life,”
said Brig. Gen. Elihu Ben-
Onn, the national police
spokesman. A police state-
ment said authorities took ac-
tion against the group “to
protect certain sectors of the
Israeli population and mem:-
bers of the cult themselves
who blindly follow” a leader
who is now overseas. The
cult’s leader has been identi-
fied as Monte Kim Miller, a
44-year-old former Denver
resident. The cult members,
including three families as
well as individuals, did not
resist when police raided two
apartments in suburbs out-
side Jerusalem. The Shin Bet,
Israel’s internal security ser-
vice, was heavily involved. Is

(Continued on page 16)
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In Issue 53, we carried an interview with
John Halford, Editor of ‘Plain Truth’
magazine. This issue we print three spe-
cific replies, which give a dightly differ-
ent angle. We will then make some con-
cluding remarks.

In answer to question 2, JH says, “The
tension is not so much ‘going back on
what Mr Armstrong taught’ so much as
trying to assimilate some challenging
new ideas.” This is not good enough! Is
the WCG ever going to admit the exis-
tence of a large number of people who
no longer know what they believe, and
take some responsibility for this? I con-
tend that part of the reason for this is
that they have never fully faced the
truth about HWA. One can agree that
he had certain good, even exceptional
traits but he was the founder of an
extremist group, which has caused con-
siderable religious confusion to many
people. At some levels, this is admitted
but not right across the board. It seems
incredible to consider that these
“challenging new ideas,” refer to the
Gospel of Jesus Christ!

In response to your question 7, JH’s
obvious irritation is unacceptable. You
have picked up a real problem with
their statement of beliefs. Of course, JH
has to say this for 2 reasons; a) the
legalists who remain in the background
can feel that there is still hope. b. be-
cause the WCG always based their ap-
proach on John 16:12-14 - the Spirit of
truth would guide them into all truth.
Therefore, for a long while, it was main-
tained that the Spirit had guided them
from HWA (Armstrong) to JWT
(Tkach) as if it was quite a logical pro-
gression. The Spirit, indeed, might have
led them in this direction, but you have
to understand that HWA was presented
as a man of a level of truth and under-
standing which put him way beyond any
spiritual knowledge available ‘in the
world.” JWT took this even deeper -
then, one day, it was suddenly realised
that JWT was saying basically the same
things as established Christian theology
was saying. This meant that the WCG
was to lose its uniqueness. It could no
longer be seriously maintained that

C6 RESPONS

HWA had ‘restored’ all the incredible
knowledge, which the churches had
lost. Nevertheless, | believe that JH
should realise that they no longer keep
their options open on this point; now,
at last, faithful biblical teaching should
be upheld.

In response to your question 8, JH is
quite staggering; he is unable to con-
vincingly justify his opening statement
of, “we are not intending to make a ‘a
clear break with he past’. His reasons
for taking this stance, which he contin-
ues in his answer to question 9, are not
adequate. It is good, though, that JH
admits that he was not one of those
who pushed for change. He could have
gone further, and admit that the
‘middle way’ strategy, which the UK
office came up with actually reduced
the influence of those of us committed
to change, forcing some of us to leave. -
Robin Brace.

I would like to make the f(ﬁlowing
comments on some of John Halford’s
remarks. Page 2 Column 2, “thinking
for ourselves.” This is not so, as soon as
this thinking led you into areas con-
trary to the ‘apostle’ Herbert Arm-
strong’s teaching you had either to re-
pent of your rebellion or risked being
disfellowshipped.

Same column, “Certainly the church
had many wrong teachings and our
view of Christianity was inadequate.”
This is a gross understating of the situa-
tion. | can only think of ONE teaching
that was possibly right (the thousand-
year reign of Christ and the saints). All
others were either spiritually distorted
or downright heretical. To say that
their Christianity was ‘inadequate’ is
like saying that the efforts of a one-
winged bird to fly are ‘inadequate’.
Christianity is only Christianity when
Christ’s spirit is in action.

Same column, “whatever our founder’s
faults, he did teach us ‘not to believe
him but to believe the bible.” But in
practice HWA sat like an invisible guru
on the shoulders of his followers, sub-

editing what God was trying to say.

Page 3 column 4 talking of being born
again he says, “in a sense it was a ques-
tion of semantics.” | would disagree
because if you read the appropriate
literature on the subject of being ‘born
again’ as published by the church, you
will see nothing grammatical about it
all. It was technical and very real.

Page 3, column 6. This is the most
troublesome part of John’s responses to
your questions. Firstly, if they are ever
to embrace consensus Christianity they
must make a ‘clean break’ with the past
or else they will be forced to repeat the
same mistakes again. We know this to
be true from personal experience. I also
find the comment, “we believe the
Holy Spirit has led us on an unusual
journey. We do not yet fully under-
stand why,” most disconcerting. There
should be no mystery as to what the
Holy Spirit is trying to do with the
WCG. It is to bring them into the
centre of the Christian ‘sheep-fold’.

Page 10, column 1. The WCG most
certainly has been a cult in the classic
definition of the word. It has been
wrong on every single doctrine of the
Christian faith - Terence Ellard.

I have Fad personal experier?ce of the
WCQG. I first came into contact with it
in 1967 and stayed until 1979. | saw
many changes even during that time. |
am surprised and find unacceptable
what Mr Halford says. If the new WCG
and its leaders want to come clean then
they must face the past honestly, repent
of the wrongs committed in the past
and publicly apologise to thousands of
people who are still suffering the conse-
quences of the former doctrines and
policies. Halford’s statement, “the
WCG never was a cult in the pejorative
sense...,” is simply not true

During a period of many years, Arm-
strong taught that it was wrong to seek
medical treatment from doctors. Peo-
ple died with complications that started
as simple illnesses such as constipation.
Many people suffered overt racism
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(including my wife and 1) because of the
British-Israel doctrine. | am Greek, my
wife is Chinese and we are not de-
scended from the tribes of Israel
whereas the Anglo-Saxons are or so they
taught. No interracial marriage was al-
lowed. Therefore, during that time |
was not allowed to marry my Chinese
wife.

By the way the two doctrines just men-
tioned along with another (divorce and
remarriage was not allowed) were bro-
ken by HWA because he always sought
the best medical attention and had a
personal nurse all the time and he mar-
ried a young divorced Latin-American
(non-Israelite) lady. While the members
were coerced into giving not one tithe
but three tithes, HWA had a chauffeur
driving him around in a Rolls Royce,
his own private jet and several man-
sions. He also lavished world leaders
with gifts to get an audience with them
and have his picture taken.

My personal experience is that as a child
of 11, | read the booklet 1975 in
Prophecy. It scared the living daylights
out of me. I really believed the world
was going to end in 1975 and turned
down the opportunity to study at Ox-
ford or Cambridge. Like the Jehovah'’s
Witnesses, we were encouraged not to
marry or have children. Among certain
people, there was talk of fleeing to a
place of safety where God was going to
protect His church from the great tribu-
lation.

Please do not tell me that the group
never practised anything dangerous or

unacceptable. Any disagreement or awk-
ward questions with the leadership was
seen as a bad attitude, rebellion against
God and His anointed ‘apostle’. People
were publicly marked or disfellow-
shipped. You were not allowed to read
material published by ex-members. The
present leadership must judge for them-
selves the integrity and teachings of
their founder HWA and announce pub-
licly their views about him. - Pavlos
Karageorgi

| believe these three letters al from
former members sums up the feeling that
there is concerning the interview we
published. No one has doubted that
there is a genuine change in many peo-
ples hearts the question remains though
has the past really been dealt with prop-
erly. True repentance is followed by
God's true forgiveness and there is no
question that just as with Peter individu-
als who have falen badly can be re-
stored.

The point that is made in different ways
within the letters wonders if there has
been full and true repentance if there has
not been an honest evaluation of what
happened in the past. Was the WCG a
cult? If so surely that needs to be faced
up to and repented of. Have they by
some of the doctrines in the past seri-
ously harmed and damaged the lives of
individuals. If so, surely some form of
personal repentance needs to be under-
taken.

This latter point is one that has come up
in correspondence with us many times.

There isafeeling that the current leader-
ship does not want to face the fact that
what they said and did caused a problem
or even a serious hardship in someone’s
life. The parable of Zaccheus comes to
mind here when part of his repentance
was to restore over and above what he
had taken wrongly.

We want to remain positive and are glad
of the dialogue we have opened with
John Hammond and others but it does
seem to us that there is one serious area
here that must be looked out. If, and
please note we say if, this is a weakness
in the new foundation being laid it will
have a detrimental affect on the new
building at some poaint.

May God give His wisdom and clarity
over these issues which as yet remain
unresolved.

(end of article)

in the B ew

| do not often feel myself welling up in
anger as | read a letter from a suppos-
edly Christian brother but that is what
happened to me recently. | am not sure
that the anger was righteous or not but
that | needed to react was obvious.

The letter was from John Avanzini at
the School of Biblical Economics and
although not sent to me personally was
obvioudy being sent to many on his
mailing list. We have outlined what we
believe to be the error of Avanzini's

teaching before and this letter summed it
up for me.

The purpose of the letter was to let the
reader know that they could move into
blessing and see al their bills paid in
full. This message was given with the
guarantee that as you move on the au-
thority of God’'s Word you will know
the blessing. That part is reasonable
enough but then the letter moves on to
what God’'s Word is — is it the Bible in
this case — no!

God told me to tell you to step out in
your most holy faith and quickly take
the following faith filled steps.

No Scripture given smply quickly and
without question believe that what | am
telling you is God and do it. What did
they need to do?

See dl your bills ‘Paid in Full’ and to
this end 12 ‘very impressive’ ‘Paid in
Full’ stickers were enclosed.

(Continued on page 5)
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CONVENTION REPGRY

convention, kon-ven’shun, n. a political
or ecclesiastical assembly; a diplomatic
agreement; a social custom.

On 20-22 November 1998 those who
support and involve themselves in the
work of Reachout Trust, by agreement,
and following the established custom,
assembled at the Pioneer Centre, Kid-
derminster for the Reachout Fourteenth
Annual Convention. It was well at-
tended, it was busy, it was productive, it
was “the best convention ever” accord-
ing to many who came. From the outset
the prai se and worship reflected people’s
commitment to the work of glorifying
God through the proclaiming of eternal
truths. When we gather we come from a
variety of backgrounds and traditions yet
all seemto fit well with each other aswe
pursue the common cause of bringing
light to those whose minds have been
darkened by the god of this age.

The first two events on Saturday were
back-to-back workshops by Tom Poul-
son, speaking on the Book of Revela-
tion, and Mike and Ann Thomas, speak-
ing on Mormonism. Tom's workshop
proved challenging and came complete
with a book on the subject, More than
Conquerors, an interpretation of the
Book of Revelation, by William Hen-
driksen. Mike and Ann Thomas asked
the question “Are Mormons Christian?’
By comparing the world's definition of
“Christian”, the Mormon definition of
“Christian” and the biblical definition,
those attending this workshop came
away with a clearer understanding of the
difference between aliving faith, born of
grace, and the “faith” of those who de-
pend upon dead works.

Later in the morning Doug Harris spoke
on “Cults and Group Strategy”, and ad-
dressed the question of why cult mem-
bers behave as they do and why they
react as they do to Christian witness. By
understanding these key issues the
Christian can more confidently meet the
challenge to witness to cult members,
and be better prepared to overcome the
frustrating barriers we so often en-
counter on our doorsteps. In asimultane-
ously run seminar Ann Thomas spoke on
the practicalities of “Defending the
Faith”. Based on the premise, “it is vital
that every Christian knows how to de-

fend their faith”, this seminar went
through a series of practical steps we
can take to prepare ourselves for
doorstep encounters. Preparing and re-
hearsing a testimony, studying and
learning the basics of the Christian
faith, being able to explain simply what
you believe were some things those
attending were challenged to do. Dia
loguing skills were taught and tips on
handling “the difficult issues’ aong
with the practical use of tracts and liter-
atre.

The afternoon ‘chat show’ was hosted
by Doug and he interviewed three peo-
ple giving a different aspect of the work
of Reachout Trust. First up was Derek
Ware who faithfully man’s the office
and gave testimony to what a wonderful
boss Doug was! Gordon Ames then
shared with us what it was like to be
involved in the work of Reachout 2000
going out to Romania. And finally
Veronica Perry shared how she was
involved in praying for Jim who at that
point was involved in Satanism and is
now her husband.

The two evening seminars were on
“New Age and UFO’'s’ and “Idam”. In
the UFO'’s seminar Doug Harris gave a
brief history of the “movement”, de-
scribing some of the societies that have
grown up around this subject. Using the
recent Heaven's Gate mass suicide
tragedy as an example of where these
things can take people, Doug taught
directly from scripture about God's
clear warnings against looking to the
heavens for direction. In concluding he
highlighted the dangers of more direct
occult involvement resulting from an
“innocent” interest in these things and
gave practical tips on how to approach
claims of sightings and abductions etc.

The seminar on Islam was taken by a
guest speaker who was visiting us for
the first time. Those attending were
given a rare treat as a former Muslim
took them through the history, growth
and basic beliefs of Idam. Particularly
enlightening was the comparison be-
tween the Christian and Islamic doc-
trines of salvation and love and the
person of Jesusin the Quran. A startling
conclusion revesaled that the combina-
tion of the Jewish and Islamic testi-

monies of Jesus pointed undeniably to
his divinity and his unique role as the
Son of God and Saviour of all who trust
in him.

Sunday morning saw back to back
workshops on “Doorstep Dialogues’
and “Jehovah’'s Witnesses Explained”.
In the first Mike Thomas and Doug
Harris taught about the practicalities of
dialoguing with Mormons and Jeho-
vah's Witnesses. With the key to dia-
loguing being firmly in preparation
those attending were taken through a
list of practical do's and don't's and
then treated to some theatre as Mike
and Doug role played some typical
doorstep encounters. People then
formed groups in which they were to
share the gospel in two minutes, share a
testimony in the same time and role

play in pairs.

With us for a second year, Larry Grant
of Liberty Outreach spoke from per-
sonal experience on the history and de-
velopment of the Jehovah's Witnesses.
Going step-by-step through the basic
beliefs of the movement Larry gave
practical advice on witnessing to Wit-
nesses, with timely pointers on the is-
sues to avoid and those worth pursuing.

In an inspiring address Doug Harris
concluded the weekend with the chal-
lenge, “Do not deny what Christ has
done in your life’. Using the examples
of Saul and David he drew out the
lesson that we cannot rely on the expe-
rience and “traditions’ of others (Saul’s
armour) but must “Do what God wants
us to do, with what God has given us’
(David's ding). Encouraging us to re-
alise the gifting God has uniquely given
each of us he challenged us to “Go in
Realness, Walk in Truth”.

All the seminars and workshops were
recorded and cassette tapes are avail-
able from Reachout Trust Head Office.
See the Specia Offers leaflet enclosed.

(end of article)
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(Continued from page 3)
INTHE NEWS

Boldly place one of these stickers on
each of 11 hills starting with the largest
and moving down to the smallest.

The one sticker left over should be put
on the ‘paid in full total victory form’
and sent in for aritual burning that was
held on November 20 at the ‘Debt Free
Army’s headquarters.

Having done all this and got to the stage
where you feel that your mortgage is
being paid and every bill istaken care of
you find the twist in the tail. How do |
get free, by ‘sowing for the hundred-
fold.” In other words, | am now told that
if I need £10,000 to pay the eleven hills,
| send the form in with £100 and if |
need £100,000, | send a £1,000. To my
thinking this is nothing more than
‘spiritual coercion’ of God's people and
is not based on any Scripture whatso-
ever. | wonder how much the Avanzini
ministry made from this mailing.

It is ministries like this that make me
angry but | also believe that thisis dis-
honouring to God.

- o
-t '

The Factnet Cult & Mind Control report
first in December that the ‘new age’ cult,
the Church Universal and Tri-
umphant’s spiritual leader, 58-year-old
Elizabeth Clare Prophet, announced
that she had Alzheimer’ s disease but that
she would continue her mission insofar
as she is able. This obvioudy is not
possible because in January they an-
nounced that she intended to retire. They
gave this potted history,

Known as “Mother” to her followers...
in 1961, Prophet joined the Summit
Lighthouse, which presented itself as a
New Age spiritual movement. In 1963,
she married the founder and spiritual
leader Mark Prophet. In 1973, a year
after her husband’s death, she founded
Church Universal and Triumphant.
CUT’s conduct, not beliefs, has made
critics of its neighbours and former
members, who point out the unques-
tioning subservience of CUT members

to the group’s leadership.

Although Prophet claimsto be confident
the organisation will continue to flourish
after her retirement, critics assert that in
fact the organisation is decreasing in
membership and possibly facing demise.

The group also announced recently that
it would sell aportion of its 13,000-acre
property, which borders Y ellowstone
National Park, to the US Forest Service.
Park rangers and environmentalists ap-
plaud the decision because of the
group’s use of its land adjacent to the
park had been in question. It is reported
that CUT plans to use the $13 million
revenue from the land sale to recruit new
members into its ranks.

- o
- -

Factnet also reported on Nansook Hong
who was married to the son of Sun
Myung Moon, founder of the Unifica-
tion Church. According to Hong, her
ex-husband, Moon’s son Hyo Jin Moon,
isaheavy user of alcohol and cocaine, a
wife-beater, and crazily out of control.
And, she says, her parents-in-law, the
Rev. Sun Myung Moon and Hak Ja Han
Moon, made no attempt to stop the beat-
ings, rapes, or his use of drugs and
alcohol. Hong's ordeal was so terrible
that she wrote a book, In the Shadow of
the Moons (Little, Brown, $23) asakind
of therapy. As Moon ages, Hong says,
he is concentrating on big conferences
and on South America, where he buys
hotels and newspapers. Apparently all
the early talk about world dominance is
gone, athough the 78-year-old Moon
has crowned himself king of the uni-
verse. Factnet go on to report that Rev.
Sun Myung Moon has decided that the
impoverished area of Mato Grosso do
Sul in South America, a sparsely popu-
lated frontier area bordering Paraguay
and Bolivia, isthe ideal place to build a
new “Kingdom of Heaven on Earth.”
Moon's utopian plan is to turn this
province into a flourishing community
the size of a small country. The church
has spent some $25-million buying
200,000 acres of farmland, promising to
create jobs by building hotels, roads and
even an airport. However, for al the

money Moon spends here, the project
may never get off the ground. Employ-
ees admit that the greenhouses have yet
to yield much produce and that the
farms' only cattle were slaughtered to
feed visiting workshop students.

- o
-t '

MacGregor Ministries report that the
Promise Keepers have revised their
statement of faith by removing the
words ‘faith alone’ from their statement
that salvation is by *“...accepting
through faith alone God's gift of salva-
tion which was made possible by
Christ’sdeath.” Thisof course opensthe
possibility of being more acceptable to
those who add works to salvation. One
wonders then which promise they are
keeping if this change indicates the road
they are going down.

- o
-t '

Now for something slightly different.
We are often asked about the ‘Twelve
Steps programme that AA and other
groups use. We produced this report,
which we thought might be of help to
any who have questions about it.

I ntroduction

1. There is no question that the people
writing this course want to help the
addicted. They indeed go along way
to help with companionship, true
friendship etc.

2. The purpose of this report is not to
pass judgement on the character of
the originators of ‘The Twelve
Steps but rather to investigate the
guestion, ‘could a Christian be ad-
versely affected by going through
this programme.’

3. Itisobviousthat what followsis the
opinion of the writer having looked
in some detail at the Revised Edition
of ‘The Twelve Steps'.

Body of Report

1. One of the roots of the programmeis
the “Oxford Movement.” This was
the Moral Re-armament programme

(Continued on page 10)
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wATCH THE B owER

How can you bear the silence
While we stand out in the cold
How can we listen to you

To the same old tales you told
How can you give an answer
While we stand here and wait
Can you hear athousand sighs
Can you hear athousand lies

How can you go on forever

Aware of passing time

Telling the same old story
While we fall for the same old line
Paradise on earth

Life will be sublime

Like the garden of Jehovah

It will happen in our time

How can you keep us hanging on
Like afire that will not quench
All down the empty years

Empty talk that makes no sense
Y ou've got to face reality

You can’t hold on to a caprice

It was you who enticed us

To chase the golden fleece

| just can’t believe you anymore

| feel despair increase

| cry for all the wasted years

I’ ve pounded street by street
Offering solace love and magazines
To the hostile and the meek

While | was crying out inside

| felt so sad and incomplete

It seems |’ve spent alifetime
Upon my hands and knees
Crawling over broken glass

For aGod | could not please
How can you give an answer

For the stories that you told

How can you keep us hanging on
Knowing timeis growing old

Y ou must know its dangerous
To keep pushing a deceit

To twist the Bible's meaning
About faithful and discreet
How can you professto love us
While we wonder in the dark
On the lookout for that Eden
For the flame lit by the spark

How can we go on believing
When reality is stark

Twas all afanciful afairytale
Y ou spun so cleverly
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But I've no recriminations

Its not the thing to do

Y ou hold millions captive audience
For they believe it true

But this| tell you truly

Governing body one and all

The dear old Watchtower's days are
numbered

Its heading for afall

Its time to seek your Lord now

Seek His grace and clemency

Lets hope He will be merciful

To you aswell asme

Mary, October 1997

STATISTICS

The annual figures of the Society are
out again and for Britain, it is some
good and some bad. They have man-
aged to come back from —1% negative
growth rate for 1997 to a figure that is
rounded to 0% for 1998. However, this
is a small drop till and so for the last
three years the Society has lost mem-
bers in Britain. The startling figure as
far as the Witnesses are concerned is
that only 3,375 were baptised in 1998
compared with 4,161 in 1997. This
clear dow down is aso shown in the
fact that they spent some 700,000 less
hours on the doors and there average
bible studies were also down by some
5,000. In addition, the memorial meal
attendance was down by around 20,000
people.

Asin the past few years the basic trend
is for a down turn in countries where
they have been working for many years
such as Europe, even Spain, a regular
stronghold had a negative growth rate
last year. However, in comparatively
new areas of the world that they are
working in such as Ukraine and Russia
they have big increases.

One figure they will be pleased came
down last year for the first time for a
few years is the number of the remnant.
That fell from 8,795 to 8,756 but even
that is a very small decrease compared
with what one would expect in this
advanced age group.

PRESSURE
The Society or rather its members also

seem to be feeling the pressure of the
world economic situation. It was re-
ported in the January 1999 Our King-
dom Ministry that the hours for special
pioneers have changed. They have be-
come aware of the increased difficulty
their members have to get part-time
secular jobs to “care adequately for
their personal needs so as to remain in
full-time service.” Therefore the hours
have been reduced for regular pioneers
to 70 hours a month or 840 a year and
for auxiliary pioneers it will be 50
hours a month.

Maybe the Society should learn that a
labourer isworthy of their hire and give
them some of the millions that they
have stashed away in the Society!

NEW LIGHT ON BLOOD

Below is an extract from some of the
latest information found on the officid
site of The Associated Jehovah's Wit-
nesses for Reform on Blood.

The President of the Constitutional
Court of Colombia affirms that
denying a blood transfusion constitutes
First Degree Murder. The prestigious
Colombian investigative television pro-
gram "SEPTIMO DIA" channel
CARACOL - analyzed the problem
with the Jehovah's Witnesses blood
policy. We present the highlights of the
program with specific comments from
the participants.

Journalist Luz Adriana Betancourth,
commented about the deaths among the
100,000 Jehovah's Witnesses in Colom-
bia. Outstanding is the case of the
minor Alfonso Céceres Villamizar, who
died in the city of Bucaramanga.

His father also appeared in the program
(doing some carpentry labor), and
blames the Witnesses for the death of
his son, affirming that his son would be
alive today (Alfonso died in 1996), and
could have continued living for some 5
to 10 years if the Witnesses had not
been so meddiesome. It was mentioned
that this case led to a decision by the
Constitutional Court that that “The
State should do everything possible,
including ordering the administration of
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blood transfusions, to save a minor of
this age.”

The Journalist Luz Adriana Betancourth
posed the question: “Is it possible that
the (Witnesses Biblical) interpretation is
erroneous?’ Brother Vicente Pulido,
from the local branch and in charge of
the Hospital Liason Committees, ap-
pears saying: “In Acts 15:28, 29 it is
established that one should not consume
blood in any way,” later he is quoted as
saying that: “without a doubt many per-
sons have died due to lack of adequate
treatment...”

Following there is an interview with Dr.
Cornelio Salcedo, who has saved three
Jehovah's Witness children, and been
established as one of the principal col-
laborators for the Hospital Liaison Com-
mittee. The doctor affirms. “Blood has
no substitute, gone is the myth that one
cannot operate without blood, but there
is no technique that can replace blood.”

According to Dr. Martin Wartemberg,
Director of a prestigious clinic severa
Jehovah's Witnesses had died because
they did not receive needed blood trans-
fusions. He added: “In the last 4 months
we have had 2 patients that died as a
conseguence of not accepting a timely
transfusion of blood.”

At this point the journalist explains that
many doctors refuse to treat Jehovah's
Witnesses because of fear of legal ac-
tions. Then the director of the program,
Manuel Teodoro, appears and affirms
that for Jehovah's Witnesses “obedience
is the first commandment they follow
literally, because if they consume blood
they lose the hope of aresurrection, God
is the one who decides when they must
die”

The programme continues and shows a
number of other interviews and relates a
number of tragic cases where the refusal
of blood has caused death.

Later, the Journalist is shown walking in
apark reflecting on the matter, “isthisis
in reality a case of religious freedom, or
acase of unjust tolerance of acrime. If |
was a Catholic, Jewish, Muslim, or part
of any other religion, and | denied a
transfusion for my child, 1 could be
charged with murder.”

Next appears the President of the Con-
stitutional Court of Colombia, Dr.
Vladimiro Naranjo who states: “This is
aform of murder, moreover, First De-
gree Murder." The Journalist comments

that it could be a way of opening the
doors for fanatical religious groups
with suicidal ideas, and the President of
the Court concludes. “Religious free-
dom is not absolute, there are limita-
tions, a religion that attempts to claim
the life of a person cannot be legally
permitted.”

The journalist concludes: “Although
the Jehovah's Witnesses are not as radi-
cal as they (Jim Jones followers) were,
their religious beliefs have left children
and adults dead, and if they had re-
ceived a blood transfusion, surely, they
would be among us giving testimony of
life.”

Finaly the Moderator of the program
concludes: “Although Jehovah's Wit-
ness are considered as one of the most
radical religions in the world, this year
there was registered before the Euro-
pean Commission of Human Rights an
agreement where it was guaranteed that
there will not be any control or sanction
against members who accept a blood
transfusion for themselves or their chil-
dren, however, here in Colombia it is
acknowledged that disfellowshipping
occurs for the same reason.”

ﬁ

How long can this organisation that
calls itself God's mouthpiece go on
with this deliberate policy of ‘murder’?
How long can they continue to keep the
truth from its own members? How long
can they play such a game of double
standards. What is good for Bulgaria
must be good for Columbia and any
other country.

| wonder if the cracks are beginning to
appaear? The Watchtower Society has
lainched a verba attack on Reachout
Trust and complained bitterly to the
BBC at the way they were presented in
a recent Everyman programme that
dealt with marriage break up. The testi-
mony of such a marriage breakup was
filmed and the producers had asked to
use scenes from Witnesses of Jehovah.
As aresult the name of Reachout Trust
was in the credits as supplying the film.

The Watchtower Society firstly denied
that blood transfusions were a disfel-
lowshipping offence and even went as
far tio infer that Paul Blizzard could not
have been a Jehovah's Witness be-
cause he used the term excommunica-
tion and not disfellowship. | find it hard
to believe that this organisation will go

to such lengths!

They are of course playing at semantics
because the way they word it means that
if someone takes a blood trnasfusion and
is NOT REPENTANT they are disfel-
lowshipped. However the sin is the
cause of the disfellowshipping not the
lack of repentance - if there were no sin
then there would be no need for repen-
tance.

Their scathing attack on Reachout Trust
as being an orginastion dedicated to
destoying Jehovah's Witnesses is almost
aughable. They have evn quoted some
professor who i have never met or even
heard of who is supposed to have said
that about us! This al seems to me to
add up to a Society that is on the back-
foot but who hjas changed its policy
about not commenting on material
shown about them. | believe this is an
indication that it isworried and certainly
i think they should be cioncerned over
the matter of bllofd transfusions.

An interseting ciontradictionw as
pointed out to me recently. Inthe Watch-
tower December 1 1998 p.14 we read:

The accusation that numerous children
die each year as a result of refusing
blood transfusions is totally unfounded.

Even their spokesman in Columbia de-
nies that but they also seem to have
forgotten two articlesin the Awake! May
22 1994, when they were not under so
much political pressure. We read of two
youths, one 12 and one 14 who decide
not to take blood transfusions and are
held up as an example to all. One article
concludes on p.8 asfollows:

By rejecting blood transfusionsthat
could conceivably extended his present
life, Adrian Yeatts sgowed himself to be
ONE OF THE MANY young peoepl
who put God first.

The Watchtower Society should not con-
tinue to tell lies and half truths but
should be clear as to the imopact that
their non-biblical denia of blood trans-
fusions means that they are at fault not
God.

(end of article)
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TRUTH RESTORED - 18

by Mike & Ann Thomas

Mormonism - A Fraud of
Olympian Proportions?

An Associated Press report of December
24, 1998 reported the following:

SALT LAKE CITY - The Justice Depart-
ment and the FBI began a full investiga-
tion yesterday of the Salt Lake City
Olympics, the fourth and potentially
most serious inquiry into allegations
that Utah bought the 2002 Winter
Games. Announcement of their investi-
gation comes a week after federal au-
thorities began reviewing accusations
that Mormon officials used scholarships
and other gifts and favors to buy the
votes of International Olympic Commit-
tee members.

It went on to report that federal investi-
gators were flying in from Washington
to look into possible criminal wrongdo-
ing by local Olympic officials. This is
part of a wider investigation into accusa-
tions of scandal and bribery brought by
an 10C executive board member. It is
widely reported that the IOC has been
rocked by assertions that criminal prac-
tices have formed a routine part of it’s
business affairs for many years. What is
especially startling, however, is the accu-
sation that “the best people on earth”,
members of God’s one true church, the
Mormon nation/state of Utah should be
implicated. It is reported that past and
present Salt Lake Olympic Committee
officials have acknowledged they paid
college tuition for relatives of some 10C
members and gave some members ex-
pensive gifts during visits before Salt
Lake’s selection as a Winter Olympics
host. A physician also said he was asked
to perform cosmetic surgery for an 10C
member, and two other members re-
ceived free medical care.

A Detestable Thing

We have often reflected on the fact that,
given the Mormon teaching about God,
Mormons are, in effect atheists. Simply
put, the Mormon God is “an exalted
man” who lived on an earth and wor-
shipped his creator/god who inturnisan
exalted man who lived on an earth and

worshipped his creator/god who in
turn...you get the idea. The point isthat
each successive stage reveals agod who
is a created being. This being the case,
Mormonism has no first cause, i.e. an
eternal God who made everything, who
is self-existent, depending on no other
for life, and before whom no God ex-
isted. In the absence of such an
amighty being Mormons are atheists.

There is also the point that to create is
to bring into being out of nothing. This
is the Christian position, that God cre-
ated the universe out of nothing. The
Mormon belief is that matter is eternal
and cannot be created or destroyed. If
you take “matter unorganised” as they
call it, and make something of it, that is
not creation but invention. Since the
Mormon god is a “created” being, i.e.
made of “matter unorganised” that
makes the Mormon God an invention.
(Isaiah 44:6-20 esp.v19)

The Peaceable Followers of
Christ?

Regular readers know that we go
thumping on about the efforts of the
Mormon Church to be seen as
“Chrigtian”. Perhaps we should repeat
what has been said before, that when we
declare that Mormons are not Chris-
tians we are in no way implying that
they are not “good people”, which isthe
way the world defines “Christian”.
There are many “good people’ in the
world who would prefer not to be called
Christian. Ironically, a Christian is
someone who has confessed to being
anything but a good person. Contrary to
the world’'s definition, a Christian is
someone who has come to recognise
their utterly depraved nature and has
come to trust fully in the complete and
finished, atoning work of Jesus on the
Cross to save them from their lost state
of sinfulness. The Mormon does not
subscribe to any such view and there-
fore cannot in honesty be called
“Christian”. We continue, then, to raise
awarning voice to the Christian Church
and the world in general, thereisagreat
deception being perpetrated here and
we are determined that people should

know about it.

In an address entitled The Peaceable
Followers of Christ, 1 February 1998,
and reported in the April 1998 Ensign,
Boyd K Packer, acting President of the
Mormon Quorum of the Twelve Apos-
tles, spoke primarily to “those who
teach and write and produce films
which claim that The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints is not a
Christian church and that we, the mem-
bers, are not Christians.” In his remarks
he identified five characteristics of the
Mormon Church that mark it as Chris-
tian.

Hymns of the church testify of Christ
The name of the church, The Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints

Ordinances are performed in Christ’s
name

Prayers are offered in his name
Mormon “Scriptures” testify of Christ

It is noteworthy that al five refer to
using, or “calling upon the name of the
Lord”. However the Bible makes it
clear that “Not every one who says to
me, ‘Lord, Lord’, will enter the king-
dom of heaven, but only he who does
the will of my Father who isin heaven.”
(Matthew 7:21). So what is the will of
God the Father? “My Father's will is
that everyone who looks to the Son and
believes in him shall have eternal life.”
(John 6:40 cf. 1John 3:23). And yet this
isthe very message that Packer rejects.

Our critics’ belief, based on the Bible,
holds that man is saved by grace alone.
Theirs is by far the easier way. Our
position, also based on the Bible, but
strengthened by other scriptures, holds
that we are saved by grace ‘after all we
can do,” and we are responsible by
conduct and by covenants to live the
standards of the gospel.

It is significant that he readily admits
that the Christian view is based on the
Bible. His own view is, contrary to his
claim, not based on the Bible because it
cannot be found in the Bible. It has to
be “strengthened by other scriptures’,
in fact it is exclusive to those other
scriptures. It is clearly the opposite of
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what the Bible declares, which is that
“righteousness...comes through faith in
Jesus Christ to all who believe. Thereis
no difference, for al have sinned and
fallen short of the glory of God, and are
justified freely by his grace through
the redemption that came by Christ
Jesus...Where then is boasting? It is
excluded...For we maintain that a man
is justified by faith apart from ob-
serving the law” (Romans 3:22-24,27-
28).

The place of the Bible in thisman's life
is significant. You would expect that a
man who claimsto be a Christian would
be most confident about declaring his
faith with a trusty Bible in his hands,
however he declares himself challenged
by the claim that Mormons are not
Christians and candidly admits,

One reason for my feeling challenged
by this claim that we are not Christians
isthat | do not know how to answer it
without quoting other revelations,
from scriptureswhich they reject.

In other words a self-styled “apostle of
the Lord” cannot prove himself to be
Christian by a simple appeal to the
Bible!

Mormons will not wish to believe this,
nevertheless the words he uses seem to
leave no room for “interpretation” - a
favourite Mormon subject - and, whilst
he goes to great lengths to prove the
Christian nature of the Mormon faith,
only six of twenty seven references he
makes in support of his claim come
from the Bible. Of those six not one
makes any reference to any major
Christian or Mormon doctrine. In the
final analysis he simply reinforces the
point we make which is that outward
appearance, being good people, using
the Bible, praying and even saying
“Lord, Lord”, al of which comprise the
main thrust of his argument, do not
make a Christian. So what advice does
Packer offer those who are equally
challenged by the charge that Mormons
are not Christians?

It is not an easy thing for us to defend
the position that bothers so many oth-
ers. But, brethren and sisters, never be
ashamed of the gospel of Jesus Christ.
Never apologise for the sacred doc-
trines of the kingdom. Never feel inad-
equate and unsettled because you
cannot explain them to the satisfac-
tion of all who might enquire of you.
Do not beill at ease or uncomfortable

because you can give little more than
your conviction.

Ending the address with the inevitable
Mormon testimony Packer urges his
Mormon listeners to do the same and
ignore the mountain of evidence that
militates against the Mormon faith. He
suggests that perhaps someone will be
impressed by the sincerity of the testify-
ing Mormon and come to the same
conviction, not by the weight of evi-
dence for the Mormon faith which is
singularly lacking, but by the force of
sincerity. Thetroubleis, it ispossibleto
be sincerely wrong. It is possible to
follow conviction down the path of de-
struction. For “many will come in [hig]
name...and will deceive many”
(Matthew 24:5).

It is noteworthy that in a recent inter-
view Gordon B Hinckley made it clear
that he worships a different Jesus. |If
you have been receiving the Reachout
Quarterly newdetter you will already
know, since it was reported in the au-
tumn edition. To remind you we quote:

In bearing testimony of Jesus Christ,
President Hinckley spoke of those out-
side the Church who say Latter-day
Saints ‘do not believe in the traditional
Christ.” ‘No, | don’t. The traditional
Christ of whom they speak is not the
Christ of whom I speak. For the Christ
of whom | speak has been revealed in
this the Dispensation of the Fulness of
Times. He together with His Father,
appeared to the boy Joseph Smith in
the year 1820, and when Joseph left the
grove that day, he knew more of the
nature of God than all the learned
ministers of the gospel of the ages.” -
LDS Church News (6/20/98, p.7)

Now we have a “prophet” who openly
declares that he worships a very differ-
ent Jesus to the one worshipped by
“other” Christians, and an “apostle”
who cannot prove himself guilty of be-
ing a Christian by asimple appeal to the
Bible. The inevitable conclusion any
reasonable Christian would draw from
these facts is that these men cannot be
Christians. They believe in the Jesus of
Joseph Smith, that much is clear from
Hinckley's statement, and it is not the
Jesus of the Bible, that is clear from
Packer’s statement. If it were otherwise
then surely the Jesus of Joseph Smith
would be clearly portrayed in the Bible
and Packer’s problem would not exist.
There would be no “disadvantage’

when “cornered or challenged” because
the answer would be found in Christian
scripture. Packer's answer is found in
extra-biblical writings, and Hinckley's
Jesusis peculiar to Mormonism.

It is clear that the Jesus that we and our
fellow Christians worship is quite differ-
ent from the Jesus of Gordon B Hinck-
ley, Boyd K Packer, and the Mormon
Church. The basic message of the Mor-
mon Church to usis that, whilst we may
have “some truth”, we do not have the
Jesus of God. We are mistaken in what
we think of him, in how we conceive
him, and in what we expect of him and
whilst Mormon statements concerning
other churches are these days couched in
terms of conciliation and friendship,
nevertheless it is plain that this is so
much camouflage to hide the fact that we
are considered corrupt in our professions
of faith, abominable in our creedal loyal-
ties, and in gross error in our mere lip
service to God's power and sovereignty.
In short, we are not true Christians be-
cause we have not embraced the restored
truth, and the true Jesus of Mormonism.
Against this background Mormons ex-
pect us to say, “Of course Mormons are
Chrigtians’?

It seems that Boyd K Packer very much
regrets not being a Christian like the rest
of us and is torn between the conviction
of his testimony and the true state of
Mormonism in the modern world. We
do not envy him as he attemptsto recon-
cile the irreconcilable. Nevertheless it
will take more than the heartfelt regrets
of an elder statesman of Mormonism,
who cannot in truth offer more than his
conviction and who cannot, by his own
admission, stand on God's word in de-
fence of that conviction - it would take
more than this to make Christians call
Mormons “Christian”. Can you blame
us?

Emancipation from error is the condi-
tion of real knowledge - Henri Frederic
Ameil (1849).

(end of article)
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(Continued from page 5)
IN THE NEWS

and was based very much on ‘self-
change’ and not on allowing the Lord
Jesus to change you from the inside.
| believe that this emphasis is till
very much there with the programme
devised today.

2. As such the course seems to deal far
more  with  ‘religion’ than
‘relationship’. In other words, it
deals with outward attendance at
meetings rather than knowing the
personal relationship with God
through Jesus Christ.

» Theevidencefor this above state-
ment comes in the section when
the guide  talks  about
‘Conversion.’” [Chart on p.xii) All
the Scriptures that are used are in
the Biblical context for those who
are aready saved and nowhere
are Scriptures brought in that deal
with death to self and being cru-
cified with Christ. Thisleads to a
very unhelpful view of what
‘conversion’ redlly is.

» The writers seem very often to
use the Bible as some sort of
textbook just as Jesus spoke
about in John 5:39. An example
of this is found on p.214 where
Romans 10:10 is taken to show
what happens in the ‘ Action Seg-

ment’ of The Twelve Steps. This
is equating the power of the
words in this guide with the
power of God's word.

3. The use of the term ‘Higher Power’
for God throughout the guide shows
clearly that they are not referring to
the personal God of Scripture that
Christians would know.

4. Thisis further seen on p.2 where it
refers to getting in “harmony with
own spiritual beliefs.” In other
words, thereisno ‘official’ religious
basisfor the guide just whatever you
want it to be. This is very clear
throughout the guide in different
ways.

5. On p.32, the writers seek to show
that the initial work of the Holy
Spirit at salvation may not be
enough but we need something or
someone further to cause transfor-
mation.

6. The prayer on p.44 asking to come
to know a ‘power greater than my-
self’ is not what a Christian would
pray.

7. Step 3 conversion; does not deal
anywhere with the breaking of the
power of sin and self.

Conclusions
1. Due to the lack of definition of the

‘higher power’, you never know
who you are really calling upon.

2. In the supernatural realm, as the
Bible clearly shows, it is not only
God who is a greater power than
humans. When you therefore just
address your prayer to a ‘higher’ or
‘greater’ power there is a danger of
opening yourself up to the wrong
kind of power.

3. Whereas there is no question that
close friendship is vita for those
who have been addicted, without the
transforming power of the Holy
Spirit within there is a vital part of
your recovery missing.

The way God and the Bible are used
within this course could give the wrong
impression as to the reality of the Chris-
tian Life.

(end of article)

NEW BGE BND OF6’S - 2

The basis for this article is original re-
search by Andrew Harrison and added
material by Doug Harris. Part one ap-
peared in the Winter 1998/9 Quarterly.

‘HEAVEN’S GATFE’

The Devil is very crafty and seeks every
opportunity to start a new cult or reli-
gion. The ‘Heaven's Gate' cult, in which
39 people committed suicide, isacasein
point. God never condones suicide but
the Devil loves this kind of event; it
makes him feel he has the keys of death
which in fact Jesus holds (Revelation
1:18). Satan also knows when comets
are due to appear and conveniently
planned to put it in Do’s (Marshall Ap-
plewhite - the cult leader) mind that the
appearing of comet Hale-Bopp was a
sign that the cult members were to
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‘progress’ by committing suicide. It is
this lying spirit that holds out the
promise of something better that drove
these and others like them in the past to
take their own lives. This is not just a
cranky bunch this is a group that has
taken on board a spiritual philosophy.

Bob and Gretchen Passantino com-
mented as follows:

The Heaven’s Gate cult is one of liter-
ally thousands of millennial cults, in-
cluding hundreds of UFO-based cults
around the world. They attract follow-
ers by promising escape from expected
cataclysmic events that supposedly will
signal the end of this millennium. The
Heaven’s gate cult is the last stage in the
almost three-decade transformation of
a vagabond couple’s UFO delusions

into a sophisticated Internet suicide
cult — Free Minds Journal May/June
1997, p.8.

Some cult watchers such as Texe Marrs
believe that this event is only thefirst of
many more to come. He makes a point
in his book New Age Cults and Reli-
gions, that we will take up later:

Unlike the old days when UFOs and
flying saucers were considered mechan-
ical objects... today’s UFO cults and
societies are promoting a religion and a
theology... this religion and theology is
classic New Age — p.321

Satan loves to use ‘signs’ to signify the
ridiculous. This use of planetary and
other ‘signs’ for depriving humanity of
freedom is two-a-penny now. We
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should take God’ s warning seriously,

This is what the Lord says:
“Do not learn the ways of
the nations or be terrified
by signs in the sky, though
the nations are terrified
by them” Jerem ah 10: 2

I would put UFOs in this category -
signs rather than space ships; deluding
signs as opposed to godly ones.

BENJAMIN CREME

Maybe another indication of the link
between UFOs and the New Age isin
the life of Benjamin Creme. He was the
man who spent £100,000 on hewspaper
advertisements in 17 different newspa-
pers worldwide proclaiming that the
Lord Maitreya was here and indeed
living in the East End of London.

Degpite the fact that the * Christ’ did not
appear for waiting journalists, Creme’s
new age message is still being preached
today in one form or another. A clear
exponent of new age thinking we read
about him in Paranormal Lives by Paul
Chambers:

By 1957 he had become vice-chairman
of the Aetherius Society, a British semi-
cult that claimed mental contact with
purposeful extraterrestrial beings. The
Aetherius Society routinely used
‘channelling’ as a means of communi-
cating and receiving instructions and,
most interestingly, claimed to have con-
tacted Jesus during public meetings in
London in the 1950s. Despite still be-
ing a believer in the Aetherians, an
unspecified reason caused him to leave
the society in 1958. — p.118

It could well be that the later idea of the
Lord Matreiya even started at this time
with his contact with the UFO based
group that we will look at further later
inthe article.

ROSWELL

According to the recent television doc-
umentary, whatever happened caused
quite a stir. The quantity of witness
accounts points to a cover-up, but it
does not prove that it was a UFO inci-
dent. After such along time of testing a
strange metallic substance, | am sure
there have been significant develop-
ments in technology and the idea of
alien beings stored away with this sub-
stance in a top secret place is very
doubtful.

Even in a known event, inconsistencies
can cloud the issue, and recent attempts
to explain the events of 1947 just knock
it further into obscurity. Photographs of
the material and a video of one of the
alleged aliens only seemed to increase
doubts because when they were shown
to the witnesses the response was non-
committal. They could neither bring
themselves to identify them or refute
them as fakes.

Dennis Plunket is founder of the oldest
established UFO organisation in
Britain, he maintains,

After Roswell, the government and mil-
itary were obviously really worried by
the phenomenon. The International
Flying Saucer Bureau in Connecticut
was shut down in 1953, forty-eight
hours after the organizers were, al-
legedly, visited by men in black. They
had sent a theory on UFOs to Washing-
ton and shortly after began to receive
threats. — UFO Reality, Issue 9, Aug/
Sept 1997, p.51.

Whatever the truth of Roswell the fact
that something happened does not mean
itisaUFO it could be all sorts of things
and at present there does not seem to be
any convincing proof —it can equally be
a ‘counterfeit’ or nothing at all. What-
ever the case though, as Plunkett points
out in the same article the ‘man in the
street’ is becoming more convinced.

Gallup poles in America have been ask-
ing people if they believe UFOs are
extraterrestrial craft since 1950. The
percentages over the years have dramat-
ically increased; 11% in 1950, 25% in
1957, 46% in 1966, 51% in1973, 57%
in 1978 and 78% in 1997.

He then remarks,

If we plot the dates on a graph, we
reach 100% soon after the year 2000!

Popularity does not make a thing right
but | believe that it is an indication of
what we are facing with this matter. Are
these incidents such as Roswell true, a
satanic counterfeit or just a hoax? Let
us look further into the matter to see if
any patterns emerge.

SIGHTINGS AND
ABDUCTIONS
The mgjority of people who believe in
life on other planets do not necessarily

connect it with angelic type beings un-
less they delve a little deeper into the

UFO culture or reading material. Unfor-
tunately though, due to the widespread
acceptance of New Age thinking, much
of what Christians know to be danger-
ously occultic is being regarded as
‘scientific’ and therefore reliable. For
many years, the Enemy himself has at-
tacked the Church by convincing the
world that Christianity is not scientific
and therefore ridiculous. As this is now
failing due to the flaws of evolution and
many sacredly held theories being dis-
proved, the Devil is making New Age
spirituality to be regarded as scientific
(the definition of science thereby chang-
ing somewhat). He uses various methods
such as Alternative Therapies and the
belief in a Life Force, which backs up
telepathy and such like, not to mention a
higher regard in this culture for Eastern
beliefs.

Aeroplanes or natural phenomena can
explain most sightings away, but there
are a number of genuine sightings of
spacecraft like objects. A stationary ob-
ject, which suddenly speeds off with no
evidence of a gradual acceleration, turn-
ing at right angles at a constant speed, is
something to defy our present technol-
ogy. However, thiskind of manifestation
has a parallel with events mentioned in
the Bible where angelic beings are de-
scribed as having similar capabilities.
Read for example Ezekiel 1:4-5.

Note verses 9 and 12,

Each angelic being went
straight ahead; they did
not turn as they noved...
As they noved, they would
go in any one of the four
directions the cherubim

faced; the wheels did not
turn about as the cherubim
went. The cherubim went in

what ever direction the head
faced, wthout turning as
t hey went.

This may not exactly describe al the
manifestations recorded, but it shows
that angelic beings are capable of all
these things, especially when we add the
following from verses13& 14,

The appearance of the Iliv-
ing creatures was |like
burning coals of fire or
like torches. Fire noved
back and forth anpbng the
creatures; it was bright,
and lightning flashed out
of it. The creatures sped
back and forth Iike flashes
of 1i ghtning.
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If you read al the first three chapters,
you will see how it mentions similar
experiences to the occurrences in a num-
ber of abduction cases, such as trances,
dazzling lights, supernatural communi-
cation, being lifted off the ground and
suffering illness later as a consequence.
The main and most important thing
missing though will always be the under-
standing of aright relationship with God
with a revelation of His wrath and holi-
ness. These very elements are the foun-
dation of Ezekiel's experience! Abduc-
tions again appear to be a counterfeit of
God's dealings with people such as
Ezekiel, a prophet of the true God.

ANOTHER
DIMENSION?

The only ‘dimension’, other than the
natural one, that the Bible speaks of is
the invisible spiritual world. Here God's
angels are active out of human sight,
unless God chooses to make one appear
to give us warning or encouragement. In
this realm too the Devil, who is himself
an angel, has his own angelic workforce
which causes disruption on the earth.
They too can appear from time to time.

The Bible shows that angels have no
need of spacecraft (see for example
Luke 1:11-12, 26-28). Neither do angels
make a great secret of their communica-
tions to political figures. It is aways in
the open and to godly people. Demons
(Satan’s angels) have limited power yet
often make a spectacle of themselves
and frequently act secretively. It would
be just like them to impress the world
with such occurrences - something feasi-
ble in its simplest form (spacecraft) yet
with awhole load of dangerous channels
to be sucked into as interest grows.

TRANCES

The power of the mind and mind control
are very much a part of supposed alien
intervention and our contact with super
beings over vast distances. These usually
involve trance like states and as we have
witnessed in the case of Ezekid it is God
who induces the genuine experience (see
the article on Hypnosis in the 1996 edi-
tions of ‘Reachout Quarterly’). Tele-
pathic abilities are always linked with
various occultic phenomena such as for-
tune telling or dowsing, but have always
been a part of witchcraft. Many people
can tegtify to the spiritual control that
has ensued after involvement in seem-

ingly innocent activities of this nature,
and | am sorry to say that good motives
do not protect you.

When we need to know the thoughts or
intentions of a person (on the rare occa-
sion that this is necessary) otherwise
unknowable to us, God speaks to the
Christian by His Holy Spirit directly,
since the Spirit of God knows every-
thing anyway. The most effective way
to help people is for us to behave in a
godly way - being caring, faithful and
approachable under God’s love. It is so
easy to be deceived by things that are
dangerous when the initial idea is ac-
ceptable; we should always look at the
whole picture and test the results.

Even the serene and soothing music of
the Carpenters had an element of this
telepathy teaching. In one of the songs
they first sang in the 1970's called,
‘Calling Occupants of Interplanetary
Craft’ we hear the words,

In your mind you have capacities you
know, to telepath messages through the
vast unknown. Please close your eyes
and concentrate with every thought
you think upon the recitation we're
about to say.

And again,

With your mind you have ability to
form and transmit thought energy far
beyond the norm. You close your eyes,
you concentrate, together that’s the
way, to send the message we declare
one contact day.

PERSONAL
TESTIMONY

| can identify with those who are ex-
cited by these supposed alien visitations
or encounters with superior angelic be-
ings, as | was very much into these sort
of things before | became a Christian. |
believed in reincarnation of sorts, so it
was not unreasonable to believe in the
possibility of being inhabited by an
alien spirit from outer space or even
Jesus Christ himself since He came
across as super human (I know now He
is God incarnate). | believed in telepa-
thy, so thought it was only a matter of
time before we could all communicate
with each other that way and felt that
people could be influenced for good or
bad without their knowledge. | am now
convinced that information can pass
from one mind to another only with the
aid of a gpirit, and as mentioned previ-

oudly, only demons would see a need
for this. This kind of spirit is the same
called a‘spirit guide’ by mediums but it
is never a spirit of a dead person.

As a teenager | did seriously consider
that | may be from another planet and
although as a non Christian | felt | was
taking a bit of a liberty, | actually
thought | may be Jesus himself. At the
time, | knew next to nothing about Je-
sus, but | saw him as the perfect exam-
ple of the embodiment of the purest
goodness. All this led me deeper into
the occult which brought about a sense
of being persecuted which in turn in-
creased my belief in being someone
extraspecial.

CONCLUSIONS
SO FAR

When considering the evidence of
records of UFO activity, | would ask
you to use a little common sense. Ask
yourself afew questions, for example,

e Why are we seeing the same things
decade after decade with no clear
development in communication?

« With such advanced technology en-
abling diens to travel thousands of
light years, why isit that they cannot
view the earth without being seen?

e Isit possible for authorities to suc-
cessfully cover up al the evidence
in such away that we are left in the
dark over such along time?

e Why do abductions always seem to
be linked with trances in one way or
another?

« Does all this tend to lean you closer
to New Age type beliefs as opposed
to Christianity?

e Why are aiens often considered
serpent-like or frog-like when Satan
and demons are described like this
inthe Bible

As we have seen, a deep belief in these
UFOs often gives rise to interest in
things occultic or paranormal. It does
not seem accidental to me that the
spacecraft are sufficiently different yet
comprehensible enough to grip our in-
terest. Consider that such interest tends
to lead to belief in a superior race,
mostly considered to be peace loving
(as though morality increases with tech-
nology?), that understands God and re-
ligions better than us and that this will
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lead everyone to a wonderful harmony.
The consequences of such belief is to
brings doubt to God's word which
makes it clear that in the end times only
a few will be holy, the rest, who decide
not to put their trust in Jesus, will be
destroyed with the material universe. If
the intention of the aliensis to destroy us
then | am sure they have the technology
and the opportunity. What are they wait-
ing for?

The Bible says that it is God we should

fear and Satan’s desire is to place our
trust elsewhere.

(end of article)

HOMOEOPATHY DEBATE

Some while ago we received a sheet
from ‘Breath Ministries PACT’ defend-
ing homoeopathy as being compatible
with Christianity. The sheet written by
Alan Crook is entitted A Christian's
Guide to Homoeopathy. It begins

Most of the books objecting to Ho-
moeopathy on Christian grounds are
written or co-written by doctors of or-
thodox medicine from the point of view
that it is superior to other forms of
medicine. From the way they are writ-
ten it is clear that the authors are far
from impartial and have a scientific axe
to grind.

We asked Richard Abbott to look at the
paper and make comments. Where he
refers to specific parts of the paper, we
have included them and so the reader
can draw their own conclusions.

RESPONSE

First, I will make a couple of genera
points, after which | look at the separate
points, numbered asin the sheet itself.

It has to be acknowledged that thereisa
wide spectrum of Christian opinion on
homoeopathy, and that the issue does
not seem as clear-cut asfor certain of the
other complementary therapies currently
available. The points raised in the sheet
are not particularly original, but are seri-
ous issues deserving consideration. |
suspect that on some of them there will
in the end be an agreement to differ!

The introduction to the sheet raises a
point that is often made by supporters of
complementary therapies, and alterna-
tive ideas in genera. It is that anyone

who is knowledgeable about the issue,
but has made a choice different from the
authors, is thereby so prejudiced as to
make their viewpoint irrelevant. If one
took this view to its logical extreme, no
Chrigtian ought to write on Christianity
at al, as they obvioudly have an axe to
grind! In order to make my own poten-
tial prejudices clear, it should be said at
this stage that | am:

* Anevangelical Chrigtian

* Academically qualified in theoretical
physics

* Not medicaly trained or qualified

¢ Part owner of a whole-food business
in which we stock a small number of
herbal medicines, but not homeo-
pathic or related remedies.

WHAT HAPPENS?

The basic question raised by the sheet
iswhat is really happening when a per-
son takes homoeopathic remedies?

The authors take the line that there is
essentially a material, scientific explana-
tion that is not currently understood, and
that nothing spiritual is taking place.
Indeed, it is not clear from the article
that they accept the existence of a spiri-
tual aspect to life in the conventional
Christian sense at al. This is certainly
one position to adopt, and it is certainly
an important question to be addressed.

This position alows them to dismiss all
Christian claims that a spiritual phe-
nomenon, which may carry harmful
overtones, is taking place, and any such
claims are regarded as superstitious and

mistaken. Unfortunately, it is not only
Christians who have taken this line, and
by implication the authors must dismiss
the thought and writings of a great many
homoeopaths and other developers of
alternative medicine who do believe that
they are addressing spiritual areas.

The point about Hahnemann's own un-
derstanding of the word ‘spiritua’ is an
interesting one, but it is quite clear that
other alternative medicine authors have
meant spiritual in a similar sense to the
Christian one. More regarding this later.

I now to turn to specific points on the
sheet. Starting with point 1.

Potentization suffuses the remedies
with occult power and makes them dan-
gerous.

It has been shown scientifically that
liquids can carry a “memory” of the
electro-magnetic energy pattern of a
substance, which was previously dis-
solved, in them, and of which no
molecules remain. Water can also be
charged with the electromagnetic fre-
quency of an allergen and used to re-
lieve allergy symptoms when carried by
the patient. Thus, there is a scientific
explanation for the action of ultra-
molecular potencies. To attribute the
action to occult power is superstitious,
and there is no reason, either scientific
or religious, for doing this.

I would like to see some supporting
scientific reference for the claims made
here regarding liquid ‘memory’. It
would need to be shown that:

* homoepathic potentisation is capa-

Spring 1999

Page 13 - Reachout Quarterly



ble of imprinting such a memory;

» the length of time such a memory
lasts;

e why such a memory should be effec-
tiveasamedicine, given that all of us
drink quantities of water with, pre-
sumably, al sorts of memories im-
printed from all sorts of chemical
substances;

» how such amemory might be applied
in a therapeutic sense, especialy
when aremedy is taken for emotional
states.

Similar comments apply to the claim
regarding electromagnetic ‘charging’ of
water with allergen frequencies, whichis
even less explained that the above.

Points 2 and 7 address the important and
often overlooked fact that the conduct
and persona spiritual standpoint of a
therapist should be considered in any
therapeutic situation. The sheet correctly
points out that this does not of itself call
homoepathy into question - this would
only be the case if for some reason ho-
moepathy required them to be done.

Points 4 and 5 deal with issues that are
not felt to be especialy important by all
Christians concerned about homoeopa-
thy, though it is true that others are
deeply concerned by them. My personal
feeling is that whilst it can be instructive
to look into the events and circum-
stances surrounding homoeopathy, the
main reasons for accepting or rejecting it
should lie elsewhere.

Points 3, 6 and 8 do raise issues we need
to look at.

3. Vital Force is an oriental, non-
Christian concept, and Christians who
have anything to do with it will get
mixed up in oriental religions and be
susceptible to demonic influence.

Biophysics has shown that every living
being possesses an electromagnetic en-
ergy field. This controls all the organ-
ism’s vital functions, and if its resonance
is disturbed, the vital functions are dis-
turbed. This energy was first observed
by Chinese and Indian physicians. They
did not invent it; it is a natural phe-
nomenon. It is neither the invention
nor the property of any one culture,
religion or philosophy. Because West-
ern orthodox medicine deals only with
physical, materialistic aspects of the hu-
man organism, it has chosen to overlook

it, but every other major system of
medicine in the world takes it into
account. There is nothing occult or
demonic about it, and there is no rea-
son to fear it.

We do not convert the Indians or Chi-
nese to Christianity by giving them
allopathic drugs. Even if Homoeopathy
were Oriental, there is no evidence that
patients are converted to Oriental reli-
gions by taking its medicines.

6. Homoeopathy is non-Christian be-
cause of its association with the New
Age movement, which is inspired by
Eastern mysticism.

Homoeopathy was in use well before
the New Age movement and did not
grow form it. Christians should recog-
nise that the New Age philosophy is
satisfying a deeply felt need of many
people and should explore what it has
in common with Christian teaching
and build on this, instead of seeing it as
a threat. The fact that many New Age
sympathisers use Homoeopathy does
not make it a New Age therapy, any
more than the use of Allopathy by
Pakistani people in the UK makes it a
Pakistani therapy.

8. Homoeopathy claims to be a spiri-
tual medicine. Spiritual matters should
be left to the Church. Non-experts dab-
bling in spiritual matters may defile the
Christian patient’s spirit.

The fact that Homoeopathy recognises
that human beings are body, mind and
spirit does not make it a spiritual prac-
tice. It is not in competition with the
Church. Allopathy is alone among the
world’s major medical systems in deal-
ing only with the physical aspect of the
human being. Many consider this a
shortcoming. Allopathy’s approach to
those disturbed at a deep level of con-
sciousness is to give drugs, which often
impair the consciousness, and such pa-
tients are rarely in a state to benefit
from spiritual counselling. Homoeo-
pathic treatment leaves the mind clear.

It should be noted that when Hahne-
mann uses the word “spiritual” in his
writings, it is in the sense of “non-
material and dynamic” and does not
have a religious sense. It is possible that
the idea of Homoeopathy claiming to
be a “spiritual medicine” comes from
this being taken out of context.

These points together raise severa is

sues of asimilar nature. Firstly, thereis
a rather confused argument regarding
the ‘vital force' illustrating the general
points made at the start.

If vital force is identified with the elec-
tromagnetic field around a person, then
of course it is a ‘physical, materiaistic
aspect of the human organism’ and alo-
pathic medicine would be concerned
with it. But, oriental and western writ-
ers on the subject have routinely at-
tributed spiritual/moral qualities to it
which electromagnetism by its nature
does not have. So the authors of the
sheet have to overlook not only Chris-
tian concern but also a great dea of
oriental western thought on the matter,
in order to assert their own viewpoint.

Supposing vital force was an electro-
magnetic field, this immediately raises
the questions:

e isitasymptom of the person’s activ-
ity and being, or, as the authors
assert without justification, a cause
of it which controlsit?

e can it be manipulated from outside
in a sufficiently sensitive and accu-
rate way to produce specific thera-
peutic results?

e are homoeopathic remedies actually
able to do this?

If on the other hand, vital force is a
spiritually originating and discerned
phenomenon, as is claimed by people
the world over, then it is both legitimate
and necessary to ask from a Christian
perspective whether a particular
method of influencing it is wise or
proper.

Another point frequently raised is this.
When Christians question certain as-
pects of complementary medicing, it is
often assumed that they are therefore
uncritically in favour of orthodox
medicine, or conversely that orthodox
medicine is Christian medicine. Thisis
of course not the case, and Christians
regularly question many aspects of
modern allopathic medicine.

Typically, these aspects are the ones,
which touch on ethical or spiritua ar-
eas, such as abortion, euthanasia, ge-
netic manipulation etc. The primary
feature of alopathic medicine, which
means that it is generally acceptable, is
that it does not seek to address spiritual
affairsat al and so is spiritually neutral.
As the authors point out, it deals pre-
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dominantly with the physical organism
and to asmall degree with the emotional
and mental aspects. This is aso true of
some complementary medicines, but not
most. Christians agree generally that this
is a very inadequate and incomplete
view of the whole person made in God's
image, but also maintain that to deal
with the less tangible and more precious
parts of a person needs greater care and
spiritual authenticity.

I would like to see some more explana-
tion of what is meant in No.6 before
commenting on it. Whilst it is true that
there are areas of common interest be-
tween Christianity and the New Age
movement, and also that many people
believe that the NAM may satisfy their
needs the two systems of faith and con-
duct are essentially in-
compatible. Understand-
ing the beliefs and appeal
of the NAM is important

for Chrigtians, as is dia- c(\
logue with both commit- vZ
ted and interested partici- «

pants, but the irreconcil-
able differences cannot be
simply overlooked or ig-
nored.

Finally I want to comment
on the author’s conclusion

Conclusion

St. Paul, in 1 Timothy 4:1-7, says that
everything in God’s creation is good and
should be enjoyed with thanksgiving.
He criticises those who say that believers
should abstain from this and not use
that, and calls rejection of any aspect of
God’s creation “specious falsehood.” In
Romans, he also refers to those who
abstained from meat, which had un-
clean associations as “weak in the faith,”
and says that those who are “strong in
the faith” will eat anything. Christians
who feel that there is something
“unclean” or “occult” about Ho-
moeopathy may now be reassured that
there is nothing supernatural about it.
It makes use of laws of science provided
by God as part of His creation for the
healing of suffering people and animals,
and is an aspect of His providence. In
fact it is perfectly possible that the idea
of Homoeopathy being occult or satanic
was sown in people’s minds by Satan
himself as a way of frustrating the fulfil-
ment of God’s will.

The context of St. Paul’s advice (1 Tim.

=2

4.1-7) iswarning against deceitful spiri-
tual teachers and teachings forbidding
marriage and abstaining from specific
foods - ironically the groups he appears
to have had in mind bear a high degree
of similarity to some contemporary
New Age groups! | am not at all con-
vinced that he would have wished his
words to be taken to justify uncritically
taking in any substance.

Similarly, the passage relating to meat-
eating in Romans has to do with the
erroneous belief that eating certain
foods, or observing certain sacred days,
in and of itself confers spiritual merit or
demerit. Again the primary thrust is to
do with religious observance, and it is
not a general philosophical or medical
discourse. His conclusion, of course, is
that the most important
(‘j issue is not whether food
isor isnot clean, but that
(\Q)/ﬂ our conduct should be
, loving and respectful to
2 the sensibilities of our
Christian brothers and
sisters. Even to the paint
where those who deem
themselves strong in the
faith should deliberately
avod things they consider
acceptable, to make sure weaker
brethren do not stumble. Hardly a blan-
ket justification for taking homoeo-
pathic remedies!

To summarise then:

* The authors take the stand that ho-
moeopathy does not involve any
spiritual phenomena, but has a nor-
mal scientific/material explanation,
which is yet unknown.

e They make various scientific claims
that they do not substantiate.

e They make the valid claims a) that
the personal practices of some ho-
moeopaths would only call the indi-
vidual into question, not the ther-
apy, and b) that the details of Hah-
nemann’s life are not really at issue.

e They dlege that the vital force ad-
dressed by homoeopaths is a purely
physical phenomenon, but do this
they must reject not only Christian
concern but also a great deal of
writing favourable to homoepathy
and other alternative therapies.

e The passages of Scripture referred
to at the end, do not seem particu-
larly supportive of the main points

of the article.

(end of article)

HELP NEEDED

Reachout Trust is looking for
mature Christians to commit
themselves to help with the
work in their own area. The
work is voluntary but very
rewarding.

Reachout Trust desires only
to equip the local church and
work through it and so there
will be no conflict with any
responsibilities that you have
in that area.

» If you have a desire to help
reachout to those in the
cults occult and new age.

» If you have a desire to see
the body of Christ
equipped for this work.

* If you love the Lord and
want to see others come to
know Him.

This is for you. Please write
to the Richmond office for
full details and an application
form.

Alternatively phone Doug or
Derek on 0181 332 7785.
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(Continued from page 1)
LEADER

raeli police would not release the names
of any of the detainees. Israeli law pro-
hibits the publication of suspects’ names
until they appear in court. Suspects may
be held up to 48 hours before their first
court appearance. The raid was led by
Jerusalem area commander Yair
Yitzhaki. Police planned to work with
the Interior Ministry to deport the sus-
pects, and did not plan to try them. A
U.S. Embassy official said that a con-
sular official would visit the detainees as
soon as possible. A senior police source,
speaking on condition of anonymity,
said the cult members believed that be-
ing killed by police “would lead them to
heaven.” He said many of the violent
acts were planned for Jerusalem’s Old
City and that one possible location was
the Temple Mount, the site of Jewish-
Arab tensions in the past. The cult
members had been under police surveil-
lance for a month. They lived in homes
in Mevasseret Zion and Moza, well-to-do
western suburbs of Jerusalem. Police
said they were financed by funds raised
overseas, not necessarily in the United
States. The house in Mevasseret Zion
was two stories, on a steep hillside over-
looking Jerusalem.” They were so nice,
so quiet, so polite,” said neighbor Rami
Hanono. He said the children didn’t
appear to attend school and were at
home all the time. Seventy-eight mem-
bers of the “Concerned Christians” cult
had disappeared from Denver in Octo-
ber and were believed to be living in the
Jerusalem area. According to a 1997
affidavit by 16-year-old Nicolette
Weaver, filed in a Boulder District
Court before her father was awarded
sole custody of her, her mother, a cult
member, had said she would kill Nico-
lette if ordered to by Miller.” My
mother told me in August ‘96 that we
have only 40 months left on Earth,” the
affidavit said. “My mother told me that
if Kim Miller told her to kill me, she
would.” The members of the Concerned
Christians who vanished in October in-
clude members who are white and
black, married and single, white-collar
professionals and unemployed laborers.
They range in age from infancy to 68.
Miller has said he’s one of the final two
witnesses prophesied in the Bible in
Chapter 11 of the Book of Revelation.
He claims he is destined to die in the
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streets of Jerusalem in the final days of
December 1999.Guesses as to the
whereabouts of Miller and his followers
range from Mexico’s Yucatan Penin-
sula to Toronto to Libya. Some of the
missing Concerned Christians occa-
sionally leave e-mail and phone mes-
sages for those left behind.” The police
will continue to work in every legal way
possible to make possible freedom of
religion and ritual in Jerusalem and in
Israel, for all religions, in the year of
the millennium,” a statement by
Yitzhaki said. “However, it will act
firmly against the attempts of extreme
groups to block access to Christians in
the year 1999,” he said.

We had contact with Kim Miller and his
organisation afew years ago. There was
nothing cultish about them then. Over a
period though they came to believe that
‘they’ had to do something to fulfil
Scripture and so often with the end
times it revolves around the ‘ Two Wit-
nesses.’ Please see that God will be in
charge at the end and not anyone of us.
He will be winding things up — not usl!
Let us walk through this year with our
feet on the ground, our eyes on the Lord
and a tremendous dose of sanctified
common sense pervading all that we do

or say.

(end of article)

Doug’s Diary

Doug Harris will be involved in train-
ing at the following seminars. Others
may have been added since publica
tion. Please ring Head Office for fur-
ther details. Those marked * may have
arestricted attendance.

If there isnot a venue near you but you
feel that your area would benefit from
a seminar, contact Head Office to talk
about organising one.

APRIL
EASTER PEOPLE
Prague
Oasis Youth Team *

MAY

Colchester
Walsall

Ireland

Milton Keynes
Derby

Bristol
Taunton

CRE SANDOWN PARK
Buckingham
Moorlands Bible College *
JUNE

Christian Camping Club *
Birmingham *
Warley
Berwick
Gateshead
Newton Aycliffe
Whickham
Middlesborough
Gateshead
York
Hull

26-27 Otley
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