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Inside . ..

Worldwide Church of G2

Most will be aware of the
changes that have been tak-
ing place in the Worldwide
Church of God over the past
couple of years. Asan organ-
isation, we have been cau-
tious but not hostile. We had
no doubt that cultish doc-
trines had been discarded
and no doubt that some if not
al the American leadership
had come to know Jesus
Christ as their persona
saviour. However, the ques-
tion that kept nagging in our
minds and | am not sure that
it has gone away yet was,
“how far do the changes go?”’

It seems to me that there are
three types of people still
within  the Worldwide
Church of God.

1. Those who have really
found Christ as their
saviour.

2. Those who have had a
change of head doctrine
but not heart doctrine.

3. Those who are till fight-
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ing arear guard action to
hold on to some of the old

ways.

Joseph Tkach writes about
this phenomena in the intro-
duction to his book Trans-
formed By Truth,  which
details these changes:

I want to tell you our story.
It is a story of Christians
reaching out to us as broth-
ers and sisters in Christ. It is
also a story of mistrust and
suspicion. And, sadly, it is
also a story of rejection and
separation... While many
have exited the Worldwide
Church of God over the
years, some still cling to Her-
bert W Armstrong’s teach-
ings, and others have been
transformed by the truth.
Some are happy to continue
believing errors, while others
can’'t find closure on how
they could have fallen for a
conspiracy theory in church
history and uninformed
teachings. Some feel the cur-
rent leaders of the World-
wide Church of God are
courageous disciples of
Christ, while others view
them as demon possessed. -
pages 11-13.

| suspect that those reading
this would fal into different
categoriestoo. Can | urge you
please though not just to hold
on to your old perceptions but
read carefully the interview
starting on the next page and
understand the heart of those
leading the Church these days.

| have already mentioned the
nagging doubt | have and
therefore why we have not
been able to give a ‘carte
blanche' certificate of health
to every meeting place
throughout the country. | be-
lieve we need to know which
group we are dealing with in
our area before we can deter-
mine how we respond. If 1.
we have no problems but the
others could give some cause
for concern.

What all this haslead usto see
however, isthat we should not
be continuing to distribute our
notes which reflect the posi-
tion in the church several
months if not years ago. It has
also led us to see that many
denominationswill have those
in category 2. above but we do
not call them a cult; itis sim-
ply something that we are
aware of.

(Continued on page 10)
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The questions asked by Doug Harris are
in bold italic text and John's answers are
in normal text.

1. Could you give us a little of your
background, how you came to the
Worldwide Church of God (abbreviated
to WCG in future), etc?

| have been a member since 1961. | was
raised in Kent and Middlesex, and had a
Grammar school education. | was raised
a Catholic, but lost interest in my early
teens.

When my mother, who was always seek-
ing religious truth became interested in
the Plain Truth magazine, | at first
ridiculed it. But one day | read an article
and was intrigued. It was at a low point
in my life - | wasin adead end job, and
not sure what direction to take. One
thing led to another, and | began to
attend the London Congregation of the
WCG in October 1961.

| went to Ambassador College in 1962,
and two years later was transferred to the
headquarters branch in Pasadena, Cali-
fornia

| married in 1967, and my wife and |
were assigned to Australia. | worked
there for nearly eleven years, both in
local pastoring, administration and in
building small congregations of the
church in South East Asia. In 1977 | was
transferred to the USA, and worked
there until 1995. | was principaly in-
volved in teaching, publications and TV
production. | also travelled widely for
the church in all parts of the world.

In August 1995, | was asked to return to
Europe to oversee the church's opera-
tions here.

2. Did you struggle with the doctrine of
law and grace and what changesin this
have you known in your life over the
past months.

| am often asked this question. | think it
is because people sense there is a great
story in a cult wrestling with the tension
between Biblical truth and the teachings
of a charismatic founder. Others suspect
we have, in true cult style, blindly fol-
lowed a new set of leaders into another
set of beliefs. Nothing could be further

from the truth. | realise it is difficult to
see yourself as others see you, but |
believe there is misconception about
the 'cultishness of the WCG. We did,
and do, think for ourselves.

Certainly the church had many wrong
teachings, and our view of Christianity
was inadequate. | feel that we were in
some ways like Apollos (Acts 18:24-
28). We are very grateful to those who
have taught us the way more perfectly.
Whatever our founder's faults, he did
teach us 'not believe him, but to believe
the Bible'. Those of us who have stayed
with the Worldwide Church of God are
trying to do this. The tension is not so
much 'going back on what Mr. Arm-
strong taught' so much as trying to as-
similate some challenging new idesas.
Tradition dies hard, and many mem-
bers, including many of my closest
friends left the church. Thankfully
many of us stayed and gave this new
understanding a hearing. It was hard at
first for meto disentangle law and tradi-
tion. It was also hard at first to see why
the sudden emphasis on grace, because
| personally never did believe keeping
the Sabbath, and obeying dietary laws,
etc., 'saved me'. Only the blood of Jesus
Christ could do that. But | did believe
that the traditions based on Old Testa-
ment law were the right way to live a
Chrigtian life.

The biggest adjustment was to accept
that others, who did not do these things,
were as good, if not better, Christians
than myself. If there was a 'Road to
Damascus moment for me, it was in a
Roman Catholic orphanage for children
with AIDS in Zambia. | was on assign-
ment for the Plain Truth. | saw how
humble nuns, whose way of worship
was so different to my own, and whose
church | had allowed myself to despise,
truly loved and accepted those desper-
ately ill little children, whereas | was
afraid of them. How could | say they
were not Christian?

| realised that my denomination was
tearing itself apart over what after all
were details. The scripture in Matthew
25 "inasmuch as you did it to one of the
least of these my brethren, you did it to

least of these my brethren, you did it to
me" came into my mind, and stayed
there. | realised we had focused far too
strongly on trying to understand and
anticipate the prophetic implications of
Matthew 24. Yet Jesus said we would
be judged by our understanding of that
next chapter. That showed an under-
standing of Jesus good news of forgive-
ness, love and grace.

That is when | decided to stay with the
Worldwide Church of God and do what
I could to help it through the difficult
time it was facing.

I was not in the forefront of the
changes, and perhaps even today am
considered conservative by some of my
peers. But | have wholeheartedly em-
braced the thrust of our changes, partic-
ularly in regard to abandoning legalism
and fully accepting the doctrine of
grace.

3. Can you confirm that the gospel
now preached by the WCG is wholly
grace, and based totally on the fin-
ished work of Jesus Christ and noth-
ing that we can do?

Yes. | can say unequivocally that thisis
what we now believe and teach. In
some ways we always believed this, but
we were muddled. Many of us often
preached on Romans 7:7-25, seeing in
ourselves the dichotomy that Paul ex-
pressed. It was with a sense of great
relief that many of us finally and fully
grasped the relationship between grace
and law, and realised there was indeed
nothing we had done, did do or could
do that could earn salvation. Jesus did
all that needed to be done - indeed all
that could be done. As | said, | am sure
many of us had some understanding of
this, but saw it, as it were, through a
vell. Thusit was easy to get sidetracked
with prophecy.

Do al our members understand this? |
think most do, because | think most of
us had glimpsed that our legalism was
not earning us salvation. | think the
die-hard legalists have left us. We
needed help in putting it all together,
and we have appreciated the help we
have had from others in the Christian

Page 2 - Reachout Quarterly

Autumn 1998



community.

4. Could you please explain the differ-
encein the use of theterm ‘born again’
today compared with what was taught
in the past.

In the past we believed a Christian was
not actually 'born again' until he or she
received aglorified body in the resurrec-
tion. We regarded the time lived as a
Christian between conversion and death
as analogous to an embryonic or foetal
stage, and we referred to it as 'begotten
again'. In a sense, it was a question of
semantics. Once the church accepted the
orthodox view of salvation by grace, we
also accepted the orthodox understand-
ing of 'born again'.

5. Do you fedl itisstill essential to meet
on Saturdays, and if so why?

It is not essential. We recognise that a
strict Sabbatarian approach is inconsis-
tent with the Gospel of grace. Our posi-
tionisthat Christians are free to worship
God on any day of the week. We no
longer judge Sunday keeping as non-
Chrigtian. In fact, some congregations of
the Worldwide Church of God in the
USA do now meet on Sunday. However,
the great majority of the congregations
in Europe at this time prefer to maintain
the Saturday Sabbath practice, although
recognising that it is not essential to
salvation, and not judging those who
worship on another day.

6. Would there be some in the WCG
that have not changed their doctrines
and views from earlier days?

Of course. To imply otherwise would be
ridiculous. In fact, if we could, by de-
cree, demand that all our members sud-
denly change their belief, would we not
richly deserve to be called a cult? Obvi-
oudy it takes time. Also, the question
implies that everything we believed in
the past needs to be changed. The very
great majority of WCG members have
accepted the important changes regard-
ing legalism and salvation by grace
alone. Most who have not have unfortu-
nately left our fellowship for one of the
splinter groups who maintain, to a
greater or lesser extent, the traditional
theological positions.

7. The latest statement of beliefs that |
have of the WCG is copyrighted 1995.
In the Introduction we read," This
statement of beliefs does not constitute
a closed creed. The Church constantly
renews its commitment to truth and

deeper understanding..." Does not this
lead your critics to charge that as this
Statement is Biblical there is not room
for change and anything you add or
take away will be non-Biblical?

If that is what critics think, | suggest
they are looking for trouble. All it means
is that we have made a lot of changes
very fast. It is necessary to have a brief
form of these for reference. | think to
claim a Statement of Beliefs is the final
word on Biblical truth would be arro-
gant - for us or any other church. So
what we are saying is, thisis the 'state of
the art' of our beliefs. As we understand
more, or are able to define what we have
learned more precisely, we will revise
the statement accordingly. Is this so
strange?

8. How do you respond to the charge
that the past has not yet been fully dealt
with, and wouldn't a new name be
helpful to show your clear break with
the past?

We are not intending to make "a clear
break with the past.” We want people to
know that God, through his Holy Spirit,
moved in our denomination and changed
us. Everything about our denomination
has had to be looked at anew. Some
things we changed, some we abandoned,
some we have kept. Like all churcheswe
have our distinctives, but well within the
limits of 'orthodoxy'. Some have told us
this is unprecedented in at least modern
church history (it may be - | don't know.)

We believe the Holy Spirit has led us on
an unusual journey. We do not yet fully
understand why. Our friends in other
Chrigtian fellowships have encouraged
us to stay the course, and let God finish
what he has so obviously begun.

We have congregations on all inhabited
continents - and dozens of countries. We
are sharing this unusual experience -
both the agony and the ecstasy of it -
together, on a worldwide basis. So why
change our name?

9. Is there till any distinct difference
between the WCG and other mainline
Christian churches, and why did you
not disband and suggest your members
join the nearest evangelical church?

With respect, | think the answer isinher-
ent in your question. The fact that you
can talk about other mainline churches
(plural) shows there are differences be-
tween them. | doubt this is what Jesus
had in mind when he prayed we would

all be one, but that is another matter.

Others have told us that God has not
done what he has done in the WCG just
to have it evaporate. They tell us the
Holy Spirit has worked a very unusual
work in us, and they encourage us to stay
the course, painful and traumatic though
it may be.

| hope that all this does not sound arro-
gant. In the past, we have felt we were
the one and only true church, the only
one with atrue grasp of Christianity. We
have repented of that arrogance and er-
ror. Now we see ourselves as just a part
of the greater body of Christ.

We bring our experience, our enhanced
understanding, and whatever gifts we
have to the table, and have asked God
where we fit.

10. Would you agree that rightly, under
H. W. Armstrong, many called the
WCG a cult and could you explain why
you feel they should not continueto use
that term of you today?

It depends of what you mean by cult.

The WCG never was acult in the pejora-
tive sense, such as is used to describe
some of the truly eccentric groups that
practise dangerous and unacceptable be-
haviour. We never did this, and we never
endorsed those who did. The average
member of the WCG was, and is, aquiet,
respectable law abiding citizen. | think
the word 'sect’ is a better descriptor.

However, cult or sect, what | think you
mean is that under HWA, the WCG's
beliefs caused it to be marginalised by
the orthodox Christian world. In that
case, | invite any and all who are inter-
ested to examine who we are and what
we are today. Our core beliefs are ortho-
dox. We may have some aspects of our
heritage and tradition that are distinc-
tive, but then, who hasn't? | honestly
believe that anyone who thinks of the
WCG today as a cult is evaluating us on
obsolete and inaccurate information.

But do not take our word for it. Read our
magazine. Visit our services. Come and
talk. Come and see.

What more can | say?

(end of article)
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COMPLIMENTARY MEDICINE

This is the concluding part of Andrew
Harrison’s article. This will be avail-
able in booklet form for any who want
it at around £1.25 per copy. Please
contact Head Office for final costings
and availability.

A BASIC COMPARATIVE ANAL-
YSIS OF THE PRACTISES

Remedial M assage

On its own, thisis physically and there-
fore no doubt mentally beneficial, espe-
cialy as stresses and strains are rel eased
in such arelaxing environment.

Herbalism

Many herbal treatments are bound to be
physically beneficial. The time and care
taken is helpful on its own and the right
treatments will produce good results.

It seems to me that al herbalists will
emphasise intuition and will use plants
not scientifically proven effective, be-
cause through use they have been seen to
be beneficial. It is believed that the
plants do not impart life force, but the
chemicals involved help physically
which enables the body to allow the
healing process of its own life force to
do itswork.

If other practises such as Yoga, Medita-
tion and Relaxation are recommended;
they need to be looked at independently.

Iridology (Iris Analysis) is commonly
used for diagnosis and involves a belief
in the life force. | personaly do not
believe that the eye can be read with
such precision. | do not know what ex-
periments have been done to show con-
sistency but we need to remember that
preventative medicine is used alot here.
Assuming a physical weakness by the
impression from the shapes in the
coloured part of the eye (taking into
account a comparison with the other di-
agnostic methods used). It must be diffi-
cult to substantiate how much the rem-
edy affects a potential problem.

Intuition of the kind mentioned is appar-
ently common to Christian and non-
Chrigtians dike and as such | am con-
cerned as to its source. Since it is avail-
able to anybody, it cannot be the same as
the gift of ‘discernment’ mentioned in

the New Testament.
Acupuncture

There are a great deal of mystical be-
liefs connected with this, not least the
belief in energy channels. There may be
scientific evidence that needles can
stimulate nerves etc. but the practice is
not based upon this.

Examination of the tongue is used in a
similar way to the examination of the
eyein Iridology. They both just seemto
be an interesting idea, but they stand or
fall depending upon what the life force
isif itexistsat all.

Yoga

There is no doubt regarding the holistic
content in this and | would be very
surprised to see a practitioner that did
not serioudly take into account the spiri-
tual side (eg., the life force) in the
meditations and exercises.

The teaching is to look into yourself to
control emotions and to close off the
senses to enable yourself to do this. The
Bible tells us to look outwards to God
who is the source of our strength. In
Christian meditation, we are to fill our
minds with God's word rather than
empty it where we are susceptible to
suggestion.

Curative Hypnosis

| do not know how much the spiritual
aspect differs between hypnotherapists
but again there is a vulnerable state
where we are open to suggestion. | do
not believe that it is a perfectly safe
therapy; our minds only accepting
things we would want to. The fact that
we can easily be deceived consciously
is enough to show the danger of yield-
ing our trust to the voice of another
during this restful state.

Although hypnotists have the best of
intentions that is not the issue so much
as the fact that you do not know how
open and vulnerable you are spiritually.

In Christian healing the Holy Spirit can
heal emotional problems gradually or
immediately but there are admittedly
stubborn cases, and Christians need to
think carefully about relaxation in ther-
apy and how to approach it.

Andrew Harrison
Rebirthing

| am concerned as to what the vita
forceisthat we are breathing (see later).
Again it sounds an interesting idea, but
| feel it is the same life force we con-
nected with Relaxation and Meditation.
| imagine it can open the mind to many
suggestions of spiritual ideas (hypnosis
has produced regression into past
lives!). In this state it is difficult to
know truth from lie and difficult to
know what spiritual forces are at work.
It is not surprising that some practition-
ers come to develop strange beliefs
concerning immortality.

Shiatsu

The life force is part of this technique
and the intention is to enable the force
to flow efficiently. This seems to be
akin to Acupressure and Acupuncture.

Homoeopathy

It comes down to the life force being
the healing agent. No one knows how it
works, but should this concern us? If
spiritual forces are at work, we need to
know what they are. If God (i.e, in
Christian healing) heals someone by
spiritual rather than medical means,
through prayer, then it is immediately
understood as the work of the Holy
Spirit. To the Christian, medicines can
heal physically and emotionally, but
only the Holy Spirit can truly heal be-
yond the work of medical science.

Remedies are provided for loneliness,
self-centredness, pride, jealousy etc.
which to me seems out of place. These
should primarily involve a personal
change of heart (an act of the will) or
repentance (to seek forgiveness) rather
than a medicine. If they need help
through this then counsel, advice and
action are inevitably essential. Personal
responsibility should not be replaced by
amedicine.

Counselling

Used for various practises but is simply
acase of listening and allowing time for
the patients to express their feelings. It
is emphasised that no advice should be
given. In Christian counselling, listen-
ing is also emphasised but advice and
prayer is freely given. Jesus has an-
swers and the best advice of al is to
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encourage them to draw near to Jesus.
Aromather apy

Thelife forceis part of this procedure if
followed correctly. If you have a practi-
tioner who does not believe in or work
with the life force then | must conclude
that the application of these oils is bene-
ficial for physical and emotional symp-
toms. The oils and smells are a gift from
God and can aid relaxation and general
well being. If spiritual enlightenment or
direction in life is sought in this treat-
ment then it istaking it too far.

Spiritual Healing

This is the name generaly given to the
laying on of hands whether or not Chris-
tian beliefs are involved. Again, the life
force is the power at work. The voice
within is listened to (rather than Jesus
himself). No advice is given, the Gospel
is not shared and the way to cleansing of
our sins and power to follow Jesusis not
taught.

Biblical spiritual healing is:

1. Healing through the laying on of
hands is solely through Christians.

2. Always related to forgiveness of
sins, repentance and coming closer
to Jesus. Even when physical and
emotional healing takes place
through God's supernatural power
(the Holy Spirit), it is a pointer to
Jesus as the source of eternal life.
This is far more important than
health itself while on this earth.

3. Always the work of the Holy Spirit
to bring glory to God. The person is
a tool used according to God's will
rather than a person with a healing
energy. The only requirements are
prayer and trust in Jesus' ability.

4, Coming to know Jesus as Saviour
and Lord, and involves teaching the
Gospel. Eternd lifeisawaystheaim
of spiritual healing.

Since there is doubt in the practitioners
mind as to whether or not the life force
is the Holy Spirit, then it is surely un-
wiseto wield it.

The spiritual healing of the practices
seem to acquaint people with an un-
known force without any definition nec-
essary, whereas hiblical spiritual healing
is a matter of becoming acquainted with
Jesus. If people desire healing from a
spiritual source then it is common sense
to inform them of its source and purpose

otherwise people will become depen-
dent upon the practitioner or practice.

The 10 lepers (Luke 17:11-19) were
cured and cleansed (hiaomai and
katharidzo) physically and possibly
emotionally too, but only one returned
to worship Jesus. Because he responded
this way he was made whole/saved/
healed halistically/physically, emotion-
aly and spiritually healed (sodzo). This
latter word is used in the context of
being saved/forgiven/repentant - turn-
ing away from sin and turning to Jesus
in tota reliance for eterna life. Thisis
holistic health Bible based - becoming
adisciple of Jesus.

LIFE FORCE

Definitions of the life force from seven
of those interviewed included, with
dlightly varying definitions, The Christ
self/God self, Divine Love, Chi, Life
Force, Spirit, Vital Force, Prana, part of
the Universal Spirit, the body's own
Energies, Shen, God's Power, God (but
thisis not meant in the same way as the
God of the Bible).

They were each asked two general
questions:

What spiritual force is at work in heal-
ing (e.g. Holy Spirit, lifeforce etc., or a
combination)?

Does this force have an individuality/
personality?

And one specific to their practice

What is the force/forces at work in the
healing?

Some did not know whether it was a
personal force or not, others thought it
was but did not know to what extent.
Some made a distinction between the
force/energy in the body and the force/
energy in nature, others believed it was
al the same. Most but not all consid-
ered it to be everywhere; a few equated
it with the human spirit; some consid-
ered it to be part of God, others from
God.

Nobody seemed to be certain about
what it was, yet nobody doubted its
existence. All considered it to be aheal-
ing energy; al believed it to be the
body's own healing energy. No one
could tell me its connection with the
Holy Spirit if any; this was a significant
grey area.

CHRISTIAN RESPONSE

As far as Christianity is concerned, the
concept of your God self or Christ self is
akin to idolatry. Our inner spirit
(personal being - the inmost expression
of our self) does not aim towards heal-
ing, but tends towards sin and decay.
Thisiswhy repentance and trust in Jesus
is so essential to enable God who is
perfect in every way to transform us.

It is God the Holy Spirit that is healing
spiritually in the name of Jesus. The
healing comes from God outside of us.
There is a gift of discernment of spirits,
which is operated and given by the Holy
Spirit to Christiansonly. Thisis different
to any intuition or natural force.

Spiritual health does not guarantee phys-
ica and mental well being. The idea of
your personal spirit or even the Holy
Spirit circulating around the body or
becoming blocked is alien to the Bible.
No application or therapy can enable the
Holy Spirit to govern aspects of your
life, only resolving to follow Jesus and
repenting of wrong ways.

The idea of meridiansisaien too. There
is a biblical concept of the blood con-
taining the soul, implying the soul flows
throughout your being. But whether
symbolic or literal, the implication is
that the blood itself containsit asit flows
through the veins, whereas the meridians
and chakras used as a basis for many
practices are totally different.

The soul is also a personal part of YOU,
and the word soul is regularly used to
describe a person as a whole being.
There is no concept of the soul being a
healing agent but rather a constituent
part of every human being that needs
salvation as much as the body and spirit.

God is described as power or powerful
because he is Almighty, but He is never
described as Energy whether as molecu-
lar, semi-molecular or supernatural.

In Genesis 2:7 God breathed into Adam
(the newly created body) and he became
a living soul. This is God's Holy Spirit
(spirit and breath are often interchange-
able words in the Bible) creating the
human personal spirit, thereby turning
this body into aliving soul. Thisis not a
natural creative power, but God the cre-
ator himself forming a human person.
This human spirit is not part of the Holy
Spirit but a separate being with its own
decision-making abilities. All human

(Continued on page 11)
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wATCH THE B owER

This autumn will see the long
awaited updating and reprint of
Awake to the Watchtower. We will
have all the latest information on the
blood issue and the book will be
designed in a more user-friendly
way. We give you just a taste here of
the getting to know the Jehovah's
Witness mind set.

If we are going to reach the Jehovah's
Witnesses for Christ, we must under-
stand them. Why do they react like they
do? Why are they so difficult to talk to?
Why don’t they see the argument you are
putting forward?

It all comes down to ‘Mind Control’.
From day one, the Witness is only given
limited and specially prepared informa-
tion that puts their organisation in a
favourable light. At the same time, they
feed them with information that every
other group iswrong. This controls them
into the Watchtower way of thinking.
When you add to this the lengths that
they will go to cut them off from close
family and any other friends and rela-
tives who might affect their thinking you
will see that the new Jehovah's Witness
becomes an island in the midst of the sea
of Watchtower propaganda.

It will be of help to reproduce one or two
guotations from the Watchtower to see
what the Jehovah's Witness is taught.

Consider some of the other ‘twisted
things’ used to mislead God's people
today. On occasion opposers will ques-
tion the various teachings that Jehovah's
people hold in common... They may
question the need for an organization to
direct the minds of God's people... They
will declare that all one needs to do is
read the Bible. But Christendom has
been reading the Bible for centuries.
And look at the indistinct trumpet call
coming from Christendom today!...
What then is our position toward those
who oppose... To quarrel with such
ones, to debate and argue, is futile and
really not the Christian course (WT, 1
March 1983, p.25).

When a fellow human tells us, ‘Do not
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read this’ or, ‘Do not listen to that,” we
may be tempted to ignore his advice.
But remember, in this case Jehovah is
the One who tells us in his Word what
to do. And what does he say about
apostates? ‘Avoid them’... If, out of
curiosity, we were to read the literature
of a known apostate, would that not be
the same as inviting this enemy of true
worship right into our home - WT, 15
March 1986, pp.13-14.

Jehovah God deals with his people as a
servant class. He does not feed each one
individually nor does he appoint an
individual over them... God interprets
and teaches, through Christ the Chief
Servant, who in turn uses the discreet
slave as the visible channel, the visible
theocratic organization... We should
eat and assimilate what is set before
us... We should meekly go along with
the Lord's theocratic organization,
rather than balk at the first mention of
a thought unpalatable to us and pro-
ceed to quibble and mouth our criti-
cisms and opinions as though they were
worth more than the slave's provision
of spiritual food. - WT, 1 February
1952, pp.79-80.

Jehovah God has provided his holy
written Word for all mankind... But
God has not arranged for that Word to
speak independently... It is through his
organization that God, provides this
light that the proverb says is the teach-
ing or law of the mother. If we are to
walk in the light of truth we must
recognize not only Jehovah God as our
Father but his organization as our
mother. - WT, 1 May 1957, p.274.

Thus the Bible is an organizational
book and belongs to the Christian con-
gregation as an organization, not to
individuals, regardless of how sincerely
they may believe that they can interpret
the Bible. For this reason the Bible
cannot be properly understood with-
out Jehovah's visible organization in
mind. - WT, 1 October 1967, p.587.

Jehovah's organization alone, in all the
earth, is directed by God's holy spirit or
active force (Zech 4:6). Only this orga-

nization functions for Jehovah's pur-
pose and to his praise. To it alone God's
Sacred Word, the Bible, is not a sealed
book. - WT, 1 July 1973, p.402.

QUESTION AND ANSWERS

It all begins so innocently when the
Witness will invite the householder to
undertake a ‘Bible Study’. This will
turn out to be a book study. The Wit-
ness will read the first couple of para-
graphs and will ask a question printed
at the bottom of the page. This question
is numbered to correspond with the
paragraph numbers just read.

What you do not redlise at the time is
that the paragraph has been written by
the Watchtower Bible & Tract Society.
The question has then been asked by
the Watchtower Bible & Tract Society
to get you to answer according to the
information given to you by the Watch-
tower Bible & Tract Society. Thisisthe
subtle way that the Jehovah's Witnesses
begin to change your belief system and
control what you think. However, the
way they begin isthe way they intend to
carry on and most of the 5 x 1-hour
gatherings each week follow a similar
pattern.

The Home Group Study

This is a logical step, because here a
Society’s publication is studied in the
same manner as in your home. Each
paragraph of the publication is num-
bered, and an appropriately numbered
question is printed at the bottom of the

page.
Sunday at the Kingdom Hall

Most Kingdom Halls, the Watchtower
Bible & Tract Society’s name for their
meeting places, are purposed built,
modern, single storey buildings.

Sunday meetings consist of two one-
hour back-to-back meetings. First, The
Public Talk, the only regular meeting
that does not have audience participa
tion. A responsible brother in the organ-
isation gives a talk lasting about forty-
five minutes on a subject set by the
Saciety. They would even send an out-
line of the talk to each Kingdom Hall.
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Next would follow the Watchtower
Study.

Every edition of the Watchtower maga-
zZine contains two main articles, which
follow the same pattern as their home
book study - numbered paragraphs with
appropriate questions at the bottom of
the page. The Watchtower overseer
takes this part of the meeting, which
normally lasts between 45 and 55. On
the platform with the overseer is a male
Witness who is ready to read the appro-
priate paragraph. The overseer will an-
nounce which article they are studying
and ask the first question. He will then
ask the other Witness to read the para-
graphs and then repeats the question and
looks up for any with raised hands.

When the question has been answered to
the satisfaction of the Watchtower over-
seer, he reads the next question, has the
paragraph read, and the process starts all
over again, until the whole article has
been thoroughly studied.

The other two regular meetings are usu-
aly held back-to-back on a Thursday
night at the Kingdom Hall.

The Ministry School in which all Jeho-
vah's Witnesses are normally enrolled.
The men give short talks, and the
women demongtrations. One will play
the part of a Witness and the other a
householder with a ‘worldly’ or
‘Biblical’ problem. In this school the
Witnesses are trained to prove that the
Society isright in all their teachings.

Each talk or demonstration is ‘marked’
by the ministry school servant on a
thirty-six-point counsel sheet with the
student receiving the mark: G-good; I-
improved; or W-work on it. Each week
five students take part, and sometimes a
second ministry school is held in an
adjoining room in the Kingdom Hall. In
this way, each student gets between two
and four assignments a year. The min-
istry school is followed by the Service
M eeting which discusses an internal pa-
per, ‘Our Kingdom Ministry’ containing
the weekly programme for the meetings,
talks, study articles, demonstrations, and
discussions. Everything is designed to
stimulate more and more effort from the
Witnesses.

As the majority of these meetings need
some form of congregation participa-
tion, personal study is vital. Surely, this
would show up any false Biblical doc-
trines of the Society? But here another

part of Mind Control takes place. They
do not have time to fully research what
they are reading, so they take on trust
what they are being taught.

We may think of study as hard work, as
involving heavy research. But in Jeho-
vah's organization it is not necessary to
spend a lot of time and energy in re-
search, for there are brothers in the
organization who are assigned to do
that very thing, to help you who do not
have so much time for this, these
preparing the good material in The
Watchtower and other publications of
the Society (WT, 1 June 1967, p. 338).

What Jehovah's Witnesses think of as
study is not deep research, but issimply
reading the assigned Watchtower mate-
rial, then the Watchtower questions at
the bottom of the page, and underlining
the Watchtower answers within the
cited paragraphs.

Indoctrination Programme

The following Watchtower statements
underline this attitude:

1. The Watchtower Society is God's
sole visible channel (WT, 1 October
1967, p.590).

2. You must come into the Society for
salvation (WT, 15 November 1981,
p.21).

3.Therefore they know better than you
(WT, 1 February 1952, p.80).

4.Avoid thinking for yourself, which is
really an evidence of pride (WT, 15
January 1983, p.27).

Many are caught with nowhere to look
for guidance outside the organisation.
They are convinced that it is the direc-
tion of God that is causing the Society
to march ever onward. They have not
recoghised the mind control techniques
that they have been subjected to, and
now, even if they were pointed out to
them, they would not understand. Prob-
ably they would believe that it was
Satan trying to get them to leave Jeho-
vah's organisation.

FRENCH CONNECTION

Jehovah's Witnesses who claim to be
the Christian Church have had a set
back in France because the French gov-

ernment has refused to recognise them as
a religious organisation. The Indepen-
dent newspaper reported on 9 July,

The French authorities have refused
such status to the Witnesses, even
though they claim to be, with 200,000
members, the third-largest Christian re-
ligion in the country. the Témoins de
Jéhovah have an income of £6m a year,
entirely collected from their devotees.

What will happen remains in the air at
the moment because the Society’s
lawyers are still negotiating but if they
fail it could mean that the organisation
will have to pay £30m in back taxes.

The Governing Body upped the stakes
by recently taking a full-page advertise-
ment in the International Herald Tri-
bune. In it they accused the French tax
authorities of a“shocking display of reli-
gious discrimination” and they asked
that President Chirac “ support (them) in
removing this unjust and discriminatory
tax.” They went on to suggest that by
doing this he would “ (avoid) a danger-
ous threat to religious freedom and hu-
man rightsin France.”

The Independent reports that the offi-
cialssad,

the hard line taken by the Interior Min-
istry was part of a policy of “reduced
tolerance” of sects since the mass sui-
cides of members of the Solar temple in
Switzerland and Canada in 1994, fol-
lowed by 16 suicides in the French Alps
in 1995.

We await to see the outcome of the
effects this has on the Watchtower as
well as on any other groups the govern-
ment targets.

(end of article)
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TRUTH RESTORIED - 16

by Mike & Ann Thomas

Mormon Temple Closes

The new Mormon temple in Chorley,
near Preston, has officially closed its
doors. Following a two-week open
house which less than half the predicted
250,000 attended (see below), the tem-
ple was closed to the public. Only the
very elite are allowed to participate in
temple “worship” and learn their secret
teachings, and Freemason-like signs,
handshakes and passwords.

Just twenty percent of Mormons get in
after a series of stringent interviews that
establish a candidate’s worthiness. The
other eighty- percent can only dream and
live on the memories of the little they
were allowed to see with the rest of us
during those two short weeks.

For the general public this "obscenely
expensive" (one visitor's comment) edi-
fice is already redundant, as it serves no
practical purpose to the wider commu-
nity. The local Christian churches that
are open to all without prejudice or
favour will better serve them.

Public Demand the Truth

A specia edition newspaper was pro-
duced for distribution at the Mormon
temple, putting the Christian view of
Mormon temple worship and sharing
facts the Mormon Church were not keen
to share with the public. An extra 20,000
copies had to be printed, virtually
overnight, as demand for Christian liter-
ature outstripped supply. In remarkable
scenes, queues formed as fresh supplies
arrived. Volunteers could hardly get the
boxes open before copies were taken
from their hands.

Some 35,000 pieces of literature were
handed out in two weeks, mainly at the
temple, but also around the doors and in
the town centres. Plenty more is avail-
able through local Christian churches
and people are being encouraged to find
out more from their local ministers.

The open house event was not over be-
fore calls were coming into Reachout
Head Office. Ministries as far away as
Cdlifornia had requests for information
the Mormons would not readily give.

One visitor remarked, “Why do we
have to come to the Christians to find
out what the Mormons won't tell us?”

127,000 missing

The Mormon Church, renowned for
seeking after its dead, lost over 126,000
living people in the last two weeks of
May. 250,000 were expected to visit the
newly opened Mormon temple in Chor-
ley, near Preston in a two-week open
house. Official figures put the number
a a little over 123,000, less than half
the original forecasts. In a remarkable
statement Brian Grant, their Public Re-
lations Officer declared that numbers
exceeded expectations. Either Brian is
adding when he should be subtracting
or 250,000 was only for the press, and a
more conservative figure was held in
the hearts of church leaders. Either way
many stayed away from the temple. Of
those who did visit many expressed
frustration at the apparent secrecy sur-
rounding the whole affair. Many local
people declared that the inside looked
more like a hotel than a church.

Free Agents?

In remarkable scenes reminiscent of
book burning in Nazi Germany, the
Mormon Church sought to confiscate
and destroy thousands of Christian pub-
lications at their temple open house. A
handful of Christians, seeking to offer
an alternative view of the Mormon
faith, handed out copies of a four-page
newspaper. Temple visitors were en-
couraged to hand over their copies for
destruction at the temple gates. Many
were upset at being “bullied” into part-
ing with their papers and one com-
plained of being told to hand over the
paper or “turn around and leave”. This
is remarkable in light of the Mormon
principle of Free Agency. This teaches
that each individual has the freedom to
decide issues for themselves based on a
thorough understanding of the facts.
Clearly only Mormon “facts’ are
deemed fit for public consumption.

Special Agents
Dressed like something out of Men in

Black, Mormon security agents, com-
plete with walkie-talkies, earpieces and
hidden microphones kept a watchful
eye on visitors. Many Christians found
themselves followed around the temple
site and some were asked to |eave when
they asked “awkward” questions. Hun-
dreds complained that they could not
get answers to the simplest questions.

While the Mormons initially invited
questions they discovered themselvesto
be ill prepared for the intelligent and
probing inquiries of Christians and non-
Christians alike. One visitor remarked
“They want us to be impressed, and
delighted that they are here, but they
won't tell us anything. It's a full time
job keeping this religion a secret.”

Many remarked on the absence of any
overtly Christian decoration, notably
the absence of a cross, or of the Bible
(although the Book of Mormon was
prominently displayed). Many who
knew their Bibles could not understand
the obvioudly false claim that thiswas a
“restoration” of ancient temples. Noth-
ing could be further from Old Testa-
ment temple design, purpose or prac-
tice. Straight answers on the subject
were not forthcoming. Perhaps because
the only people available for question-
ing were young men and women, many
of whom had never been in a Mormon
temple, nor indeed been on the temple
tour. They knew their script but knew
nothing about temples. They simply hid
behind their fixed smiles and hoped for
easy questions like, “how do | join?”’

Amidst the frustration we smiled when
one local Christian remarked, “What
annoys me about these special agent
types is that, come Monday morning
they’re probably dustmen”.

“For | am not ashamed...”

Ann went on the temple tour with John
Stewart from Home Evangelism, and
they travelled on the ‘park and ride
facility. While waiting in the queue for
the bus back, they struck up a conversa-
tion with the couplein the queue behind
them. They were local people who had
come to see the temple out of curiosity.
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On hearing that they were Catholics,
Ann told them that the Mormon Church
believes that Jesus Christ was con-
ceived by physical sex between God
and Mary. Obviously, they were
shocked and offended.

So were the nearby security men, who
overheard the conversation. Ann and
John were immediately removed from
the queue and asked to leave the site.
Ann asked them why and challenged
them as to whether she had said any-
thing untrue about Mormon beliefs. The
reply was “That's not the point, we do
not like what you are saying. You are
causing trouble, and we want you to
leave.”

John said that Mormons claim to be
Christian, and this was not an example
of Christian love. One of the security
men said, “You are looking in the
wrong place,” to which John replied,
“Well, I'm looking at you.”

When Ann explained that they had no
means to get back to their car without
the shuttle bus, the security men grudg-
ingly agreed to allow them to stay in the
gueue and use the bus “but only if you
keep your mouth shut.” The men re-
mained close by to ensure that they
were obeyed.

What kind of agospel isit that needs to
be kept hidden, that has thingsin it that
they do not want broadcast to unbeliev-
ers? The Mormon Church has a gospel
that they are embarrassed or ashamed
for people to find out about.

An Elusive Truth

Mormonism is based on the belief that
God's truth has been corrupted over the
centuries. The Book of Mormon tells of
a “great and abominable church [that
has] taken away many parts which are
most plain and precious’ from the Bible
(1 Nephi 13:26). Mormons claim to be
neither Protestant nor Catholic but
rather a“restored” church. The Book of
Mormon predicted its own role in
restoring those plain and precious parts.
“and after the gentiles... stumble... be-
cause of the most plain and precious
parts of the Gospel... which have been
kept back by that abominable church...
I will be merciful... [and] will bring
forth... Much of my gospel, which shall
be plain and precious, saith the Lamb.”
(1 Ne.13:34)

The Book of Mormon, then, is a
restoration of “plain and precious parts”

which are missing from the Bible. A
restoration of the “fullness of the
gospel” which is no longer to be found
inthe Bible.

Whilst on the temple site we simply
asked whether the Bible contained the
fullness of the gospel. A simple enough
question, to which the Mormon answer
should simply have been, No! The re-
sponses, all official, were varied and
confusing and we came away with -

The Bible contains the full gospel

The Bible does not contain the full
gospel

The Book of Mormon contains the full
gospel

The Book of Mormon does not contain
the full gospel

Both together contain the full gospel

Both together do not contain the full
gospel

Both plus the pronouncements of Mor-
mon leaders contain the full gospel

It makes us ask what exactly is being
taken to the doors by Mormon mission-
aries who know nothing about temples,
ancient or Mormon, and less about
truth.

The introduction to the 1981 edition of
the Book of Mormon seems plain
enough in declaring the Bible to be a
complete account of the full gospel

message:

“The Book of Mormon is a volume of
scripture comparable to the Bible. It is
a record of God's dealings with the
ancient inhabitants of the Americas and
contains, as does the Bible, the fulness
of the everlasting gospel.”

If the Bible contains “the fulness of the
everlasting gospel” the whole account
of a remova and subsequent
“restoration” of “plain and precious
parts’ fals apart. Mormons know this,
which is why they dissembled and gave
conflicting answers when confronted
with a direct and simple question
“Does the Bible contain the full
gospe ?”’

The simple answer is- YES!

Gideon’s Army

When God called Gideon to free Israel
from the Midianites, Gideon protested
his inadequacy, but God said, "1 will be
with you.” It was the Lord who caused
the men in the Midianite camp to turn

on each other (Judges 6-8).

In Preston, we were never more than
eight people witnessing at any one time.
Like Gideon, we were mainly spectators
as we watched God do great things. The
men in the Mormon camp were truly in
disarray and | can assure you that Mike
and Ann Thomas did not achieve that.
God was with us.

God's hand was seen time and time again
as Mormon security was thwarted in
their efforts to stop us, as Bryan Grant,
head of Public Relations for the Mormon
Church, complained in the press and
thus got us free publicity in the right to
reply, and with many ‘divine appoint-
ments.

The Mormon security decided to try to
provoke one of us to get us arrested for
assault, the person they picked on was
the one person best equipped to dea
with it - Allan, the ex-policeman.

The park and ride buses were diverted
from the lay-by to pick up passengers on
the playing field away from the Chris-
tians, but it rained so hard the buses
could not cope with the mud and had to
come back to the lay-by. Even the bus
driversnoticed - one of them commented
“You Christians must have been pray-
ing!”

As funds were needed, they came. For
example, over £1000 was raised to pay
for the printing of more newspapers,
when we realised the effect they were
having, and a local church paid for Ann
to travel back to Preston for a second
weekend with the team.

The Christian workers were upheld in
their health and strength and especialy
in their patience under harassment, and
some new friendships were formed
which will blessus al in the future.

Special mention should go to: Allan and
Alison for co-ordinating and team build-
ing, Bill and the team for providing
much needed experience, Hans-Martin
for enthusiasm and encouragement,
Robert Williams for being enormously
practical, Will and Peter for enthusiasm
and encouragement, Don Gilkes for
standing out locally, Lionel Atherton for
handling the Press so well, lan and Di-
anne for encouragement and boundless
faith, John Stewart for righteous indig-
nation, Rosemary and Paul for being on
the front line, Bryan Grant for being our
man on the inside (!) and many who
(Continued on page 12)
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(Continued from page 1)
LEADER

Finally this leads us to where we are
today and the reason for this special
edition. First, to explain our understand-
ing of the situation but second to dis-
cover from John Halford Editor of Plain
Truth and European Regional Director
of the Worldwide Church of God, how

he sees things. The questions in bold
are the ones that | asked and the an-
swers, apart from the odd comma etc
added are the ones given in a letter
dated July 1998.

In the end, each one of us must make
our own decisions as to where they are
but above everything else, | would en-
courage those who feel able to reach
out to any local groups. Talk with them
to see what they believe today and find
out just where they are on the scale of
change.

Some may feel that the questions we
asked were not the right ones and others
that the answers given were not full
enough. Indeed what has been said may
raise further questions or comments in
your mind. If thisis the case please do
not hesitate to send them to us. John has
said he is willing to answer further
guestions within reason and we would
be happy to give further coverage to
this subject in afuture ‘Quarterly.’

PRAYER CHAIN

| could never understand why, when
seeking the deliverance for someone, it
was called a prayer ‘chain’! However
that isjust my warped sense of humour.
What is more to the point is that we
now have someone who is willing to
organise this on a regular basis. We
have been sending out a bi-monthly
prayer letter for some time but this will
enable us to keep up to date with the
many pressing needs that we have come
to the office.

There are obviously two aspects to the
‘Prayer Chain,’ those who pray and
those who want prayer. The latter can
only be helped if the former are in
place. What can you do? If you are
willing to pray for specific and urgent
reguests please will you send us your
details and we will pass it on to Peter
Ould who will run the prayer chain.
Please send obvioudly your name and
address, telephone number and if ap-
propriate email address. Peter will
probably start two prayer chains. The
easiest one is with an email list but if
there are a number who want to be

involved by telephone a chain will be
set up there too.

Requests for prayer should be ad-
dressed to:

Peter Ould

39c Woodville Gardens

Ealing

London W5 2L L

Tel: Home 0181 997 9493

Tel: Work 0171 714 3142

Email: pould@habsburg.ndirect.co.uk

We appreciate the help that Peter is
giving usin thisway.

(end of article)
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(Continued from page 5)
COMPLIMENTARY MEDICINE

spirits are intrinsically sinful needing to
accept Jesus as Saviour and Lord, en-
abling God the Holy Spirit to bring spiri-
tual cleansing, releasing us from the
bondage of sin and inevitable Hell.

If plants have some spiritual aspect to
them, as we know animals do, this still
does not imply that it is all healing en-
ergy. Physical things heal physical com-
plaints, which in turn can bring a sense
of well being, but our spirits are healed
by cleansing through repentance and re-
ceiving the person of the Holy Spirit to
remain within from that point until
death. Thisis our adoption and rebirth in
an instant.

Breath is physical and provides chemi-
cals for our bodies, but it is also sym-
bolic (only) of God's breath (the Holy
Spirit) which we receive at conversion
by his grace transforming our own spirit
for eterna life. Breathing exercises do
nothing for our inner spirit.

In Revelation 22:1-2 the definition of the
River of life is uncertain but this river
will exist on the new earth when God
completely and eternally dwells with his
people. All this occurs at the end of time,
after all sin and evil is totally removed
and the Last Judgement for all mankind
has taken place. Before mankind ever
sinned, they had the guarantee of ever-
lasting life without decay by partaking of
the Tree of Life. This source was com-
pletely removed when sin entered the
world. This source of everlasting life on
earth was present only in one tree and it
perhaps will be the same as that present
in the river at the end of time. Christians
usually see this as partaking of God's
Spirit himself especially since water is
used as an illustration of the Holy Spirit.

Electro magnetic radiation is sometimes
considered to provide an understanding
of the life force, but this is not physical
or spiritual. Why is it assumed a healing
energy? Why isit considered by someto
be an agent beyond a neutral (neither
good nor evil) energy? The term electro
magnetic energy makes the concept of a
life force acceptable to more people
(including those with no particular deep
spiritual beliefs). However, God is far
more than electro magnetic radiation.

Although the physical and spiritual are
intricately linked on this planet, both are
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distinct. It is true that the spiritual can
put matter into action (such as miracu-
lous physical healing for example), but
| am only aware of electro magnetic
radiation being detected in manifesta-
tions akin to Spiritualism. | have been
in Christian meetings where the Holy
Spirit has been at work in many ways,
yet | have no reason to believe that
there will be anincreasein electro mag-
netic radiation which has nothing to do
with spirituality. Some spiritual mani-
festations may choose to use it for one
reason or another but God does not
need this to perform his acts of grace.

IN CLOSING

Obviousdly, | am writing this as a Chris-
tian so have deep convictions concern-
ing the teaching of the Bible. My aim
has not been to express my opinions but
rather the teaching of the Bible, which
all Christians should accept as the
Word of God. If | sound strongly
against  Complementary/Alternative
Therapies’/Medicines, it has certainly
not been my purpose. | have great re-
spect for the practitioners | met, and
consider the work they do to be an
example of commitment to us all.

Most of the therapies listed, | feel, are
in themselves good and noble and |
would support them if it was not for this
common thread of the life force. From
my limited experience of the past, |
always guessed that this energy was a
common feature but realised | had no
investigative reasons to think that and
therefore | felt this research would be
valuable at least to myself.

| have always seen the value in much
that is done under the heading of AT/
CM and how it fills a gap often left by
medical science and the Church. As a
representative of God's Church world-
wide, | apologise for the many fellow-
shipsthat neglect to care sufficiently for
Christians and non-Christians.

| feel that the practitioners, including
those who consider themselves to be
part of the New Age philosophies, have
noble aims, for example, love for
mankind and nature, and uniting all
religions or values into one harmony
(although not every practitioner pro-
moted the latter one). Thiswould be my
philosophy in life if 1 was not con-
vinced of thetruth of the teaching of the
Bible through my own relationship with
Jesus.

| believe the only way to sinlessness in
God's eyesis not by spiritual awareness
as such, but by placing our trust in Jesus
and his righteousness, his perfect sacri-
fice having paid the penalty of our sin.
This free gift of eternal life is free for
those who ask. We cannot attain it by
moral living or by spiritual attunements.
It involves an understanding that we are
sinful and helpless without him. We
cannot draw near to God without this
revelation.

As Christians we are to respect the
whole of mankind as our brothers and
sisters in the sense that we are all de-
scended from Adam, and after the con-
sequences of sin in the days of the
Flood, we al have Noah as a common
ancestor. The greatest respect and love
however is to display Jesus the Saviour
of the whole of mankind.

(end of article)
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(Continued from page 9)
TRUTH RESTORED

remain anonymous by choice, for pro-
viding funds.

Most importantly, the local Christian
Churches were awakened to the need for
evangelism, and we saw some great be-
ginnings.

We have already seen people leave the
Mormon Church after our efforts at the
temple and many more dissuaded from
joining. The work goes on and we are
currently working with several people
who are asking questions. Praise God for
his mercy in granting salvation to sinners
such as us.

“Truth is «till leaning on its course, and

according to the promises given us on
our landing in Preston, truth is prevail-
ing; the arrows and the spears only serve
to keep the little stone clear as it rolls
along.” - Joseph Fielding, early Mormon
missionary.

From the Pages of Mormonism
Researched Ministry

Hinckley Says His Jesus Is Not the
Same - While speaking to LDS members
in Paris, LDS President Gordon Hinck-
ley admitted his Jesus was not the same
asthose “outside the church.” According
to the LDS Church News (6/20/98, p.7),
“In bearing testimony of Jesus Chrigt,
President Hinckley spoke of those out-
side the Church who say Latter-day
Saints ‘do not believe in the traditional
Christ.” ‘No, | do not. The traditiona
Christ of whom they speak is not the
Christ of whom | speak. For the Christ of
whom | speak has been revealed in this
the Dispensation of the Fulness of
Times. He together with His Father, ap-
peared to the boy Joseph Smith in the
year 1820, and when Joseph left the
grove that day, he knew more of the
nature of God than all the learned minis-
ters of the gospel of the ages.’”

LDS Seminary Classes Attract
Nearly 400,000

According to the Salt Lake Tribune
(4/3/98), the LDS Church's seminary
program draws around 371,000 high
school students in more than 144 coun-
tries. In Utah, "a full two-thirds --
97,500 of the 149,000 Utah students in
oth through 12th grade -- are released
from school for one period to take a
course sponsored by the Church of Jesus

Christ of Latter-day Saints." Whereas
seminary is designed for high school
students, the LDS Church sponsors In-
stitute of Religion classes are for those
of college age. The LDS Church claims
it has 3,241 full- and part-time semi-
nary teachers as well as 32,000 volun-
teers. The article stated "Church offi-
cials would not release seminary
teacher salaries, but did say salary and
benefits are comparable to those paid to
public-school teachers." And you
thought the LDS Church had no paid
ministry.

(end of article)

(Continued from page 15)
LUCISTRUST

world and its institutions as possible.
Their belief is that they must educate
and have set out in detail how they feel
they can do this and believe that UN-
ESCO has helped towards this.

When people are educated in the right
way they will dedicate themselves to
the Plan and seek to make the way clear
for the Christ to return. Unfortunately
this is not the Biblical return of Jesus
Christ but the return of one who is
anti-Christ in the sense of being differ-
ent to and opposite to the true Christ. A
counterfeit who might even come as an
angel of light but will still lead many
away from the truth.

LI ST OF TI TLES USED I N
TH S ARTI CLE

All the following are booklets unless other-
wiseindicated. All are undated.

The New Group of World Servers
Preparation for the Reappearance of the
Christ

The Reappearance of the Christ

The Spiritual Hierarchy

The New World Religion

The Great Invocation

Education in the New Age

Time, a selection of quotations from the
writings of Alice Bailey.

The New Group of World Servers (leaflet)
World Goodwill Newsletter (various edi-
tions)

(end of article)
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HALL ONEEN

That time of year ishear again and we
are enclosing this year a free copy of
our tract for younger children Knock
Knock. Further copies are available at
the special price of 50p for 10 includ-
ing postage. We also have available its
companion tract for older children
and adults Don’t Be Tricked for the
special price of 75p for 10 including
postage. For small quantities please
include cash with order.

We also take this opportunity to give a
few timely reminders about Halloween,
its history and its practice today.

THEN AND NOW

The celebration of Halloween goes back
to the ancient Celtic festival of Samhain,
the god of the dead. This was the night
that people thought the barrier between
the human and the supernatural world
was broken down.

Central to the festival of Hallowe’en was
the celebration of the dead. The Celtic
New Year festival was known as the
celebration of Samhain, the Lord of the
Dead. The eve of November 1st, the day
on which the old year died, was a very
appropriate time to honour death. - Hal-
lowe’en Treat or Trick, David Porter,
1993, p.24.

This evening has always been associated
with the Devil and his supernatural
realms. In Celtic and Anglo-Saxon times
this was also the eve of the New Year
and bonfires were lit to ward of evil
spirits. At other timesit was felt that this
was a good evening to invoke the Devil's
help concerning marriages, health, etc.,
by means of divination.

David Porter also shows that the Druids
too regarded Halloween as a sacred
time. He quotes on p.26 of his book from
The Elements of the Druid Tradition by
Philip Carr-Gomm, p.70.

The Druid rites... were concerned with
making contact with the spirits of the
departed, who were seen as sources of
guidance and inspiration rather than as
sources of dread... The dead are hon-
oured and feasted, not as the dead, but
as living spirits of loved ones and of
guardians who hold the root-wisdom of
the tribe.

We need also to be aware that today this
evening is specia to many in Witchcraft
and Satanism. Many witches will give
testimony to the fact of what happens at

Halloween and how much they enjoy it.
Every year around the third week of
October articles by witches begin to ap-
pear in local newspapers.

It is an evening where they gather and
through various means seek to release
supernatural power. Depending on the
particular ‘brand’ of Witchcraft the
power will be used to effect. Clearly the
power released is not from God. Conse-
quently, it is often a night for much evil
activity in the spiritual realms as well as
on earth.

LOCAL | NVOLVEMENT

There has been some turning against the
intense celebration of Halloween in
schools. Some Local Education Authori-
ties recommend that the subject be kept
low-key and others that if it is men-
tioned, the dangers of the occult realms
must also be mentioned. However there
are still many who take the opportunity
to highlight, sometimes unintentionally,
the occultic realms.

The practice of trick or treat was intro-
duced by the Irish immigrants in Amer-
icawas at first quite malicious. Then as
the years went on it turned into harmless
pranks. Much today is still harmless but
there is aso an element of the destruc-
tive and malicious that has come back
in.

Many parties are harmless on the surface
and we must not think that demons are
waiting to strike at every fancy dress
party. However we do have to realise
that again the themes of most of the
parties are a preoccupation with the evil
supernatural realm.

REACHI NG OUT
PRAYER

This is essential as we approach Hal-
loween. Arrange special prayer times to
include:

Awareness that we are against principal -
ities and powers not people. Seek the
Lord to rebuke these powers in your
area.

That there maybe a positive witness of
the Lord to teachers, scout troop leaders
etc.

There will be a lack of involvement of
schools, etc., in Halloween.

Protection of local children.

That no one gets drawn into the occult
asaresult.

Maybe even arrange anight or half night

of prayer on the 31st itself.
PARTY

We do not recommend you just hold a
party on the 31st as this could confuse
children into thinking it is a Halloween
party. There is scope however to hold a
party that exalts the Lord Jesus and so
there is a positive message as well as
kids having fun. Such atime is also an
outreach evening and may keep other
kids off the streets that night.

PARTICIPATION

If we have been involved with the life
of the school over the year our feelings
about Halloween will be noted more
readily. We should not go in as ‘raving
evangelical loonies' but present a care-
ful argument that shows the possible
dangers of Halloween. Using the Evan-
gelical Alliance booklet Doorways to
Danger is often helpful. Underline the
fact that we seek to provide a safe
environment for our kids at school and
so it is not appropriate to teach our
children that experimentation with the
occult world is okay.

If they dtill feel they must talk about
Halloween ask them to also warn of the
dangers.

Trick or Treat

This is ‘blackmail to prevent vandal-
ism' and we would suggest is not
healthy for Christian children to be in-
volved in it. We should aso, where
possible, encourage our friends and
neighbours not to allow their children
to do it either. Not only do we have the
preoccupation with the occult but also
the danger of talking to and taking
sweets from strangers. We should also
consider how we might frighten some
young and old people alike with grue-
some costumes.

The evening might also produce an-
other way of building abridge to preach
the gospel and explain that there is
good reason why Christians show cau-
tion over Halloween.

(end of article)
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THE LUCIS TRUST

This is the concluding part of the
article on the Lucis Trust.

MAN AND HI S
RESPONSI BI LI TY

Bailey’s God and Christ are not omni-
scient (al-knowing) or omnipotent (all
powerful) they cannot act without the
co-operation of men. Indeed the return
of Christ will not take place until man
has fulfilled certain tasks.

Divinity, however, awaits the expression
of man’s free will; his intelligence and
his growth in goodwill are already being
expressed. - Preparation for the Reap-
pearance of Christ, p.5.

Belief in the essential divinity of man
will be vital for the fulfilment because
Christ did not complete His work when
he was here 2000 years ago, and human-
ity alone can enable him to fulfil it now.

KARVA

The life of amanis governed by Karma,
that is the “Law of Cause and Effect.”
This eventually will enable him to be-
come a proper functioning son of God.

The immortality of the human soul, and
the innate ability of the spiritual, inner
man to work out his own salvation un-
der the Law of Rebirth, in response to
the Law of Cause and Effect, are the
underlying factors governing all human
conduct and all human aspiration...
They condition him at all times until he
has achieved the desired and the de-
signed perfection and can... rightly func-
tioning son of God. - The New World
Religion, p.7.

THE PLAN AND I TS
QUTWORKI NG

The plan is not haphazard and yet it does
require the co-operation of the goodwill
of humanity. As such we must imagine
that the outcome cannot be certain and
that the plan may be severely delayed or
taken through many different backwa-
ters.

There are a few groups mentioned who
are fulfilling this plan.

The World Servers, and The Leaders -
both these groups are on earth. The Spir-

itual Hierarchy and The Leaders of the
Spiritual Hierarchy, the Masters of
Wisdom - who are not always seen
visible on the earth.

The World Server can be anyone from
any background any religion anywhere
in the world. The key to unity being that
they do not emphasise their differences
and that they are al fully committed
and dedicated to the plan. This dedica-
tion presupposes:

1. An inner sensitiveness to the Plan. 2.
An ability to recognise principles, gov-
erning conduct and administration. 3.
A capacity to overlook the non-
essentials and to emphasise the essen-
tials. 4. A submergence of personal
ambition and interest in the furthering
of the group ideals and 5. A steady
preservation of the inner contact
through meditation and the overlook-
ing and non-emphasis of personality
reactions. - The New Group of World
Servers, p.4.

The leaders of this new group will be

...those who initiate and carry forward
activities which benefit humanity as a
whole. These leaders are known by
their harmless, constructive and inclu-
sive qualities. They provide the vision
and mould public opinion. - The New
Group of World Servers, p.1.

The Spiritual Hierarchy, also called the
Enlightened Ones, watch over and
guide the destiny of men. These ones
are not visible to natural men and are on
a supernatural plane but from time to
time representatives may be recognised
walking among men.

Until the Hierarchy again moves
openly on the physical plane among
men, they work through their disciples.
The externalisation of the Hierarchy
will transcend this limitation but will
involve many problems... - The Spiri-
tual Hierarchy, p.5.

This Hierarchy is split into three mgjor
divisions, each one being responsible
for a specific area. The first areaisthe
progress of the Politica and Govern-
mental scene. The second area is teach-
ing covering three sub divisions, educa-
tion, religion and healing. And the

third area being the large economic area
covering everything from industry to
income and capitalism to culture.

When you examine Bailey’s teaching
on this Spiritual Hierarchy it is easy to
see where the world conspiracy theory
doctrine has taken root.

The final group called the Masters of
Wisdom were proclaimed to the world
in 1945. These Masters are not bound
by human thinking and are far more
“practical and realistic then the most
efficient big businesses executive’.

ONENESS OF RELI G ON

The World Goodwill Newsletter, 1993,
No.4., noted that it was 100 years from
the World Parliament of Religions held
in Chicago in 1893. They thus called
1993, ‘A Yea of Interreligious Under-
standing and Co-operation’. The call
was for an interfaith initiative without
exclusivity. They then remarked that
such amove would require amobilising
of the ‘Buddha nature’ which lies
within each one of us.

There is an extensive quotation from
Alice Bailey on p.2. of this Newdletter
dealing with World Religion, Revela-
tion, and Recognition. In part it reads,

The day is dawning when all religions
will be regarded as emanating from one
great spiritual source; all will be seen as
unitedly providing the one root out of
which the universal world religion will
inevitably emerge... they will... seek
unitedly to co-operate with the divine
Plan, as it is revealed by the spiritual
leaders... Such a world religion is no
idle dream but something that is defi-
nitely forming today.

The 1994, No 1. Issue of the Newsletter
reported on the year's activities under
the heading, Towards an Inclusive Reli-

gious Spirit.

BEXPRESS NG GOMM TMENT
As with all “spiritua” ways of life we
should expect that the new commitment

would bring new ways of worshipping
and serving.

FESTI VALS
A letter is sent out to al interested
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parties inviting them to take part in the
three major festivals of the year. Easter,
Wesak, and Christs Festival or World
Invocation Day.

As with Easter the other dates are fixed
annually. These are in relation to the
Full Moon - Wesak the May Full Moon
and Christs Festival or the Festival of
Goodwill the June Full Moon. Each fes-
tival has a specific significance to its
attendees and they are encouraged to be
ready to channel and receive the specific
energies rel eased.

There are also other ‘Festival Medita-
tion Meetings' at the full moon of each
Zodiac sign.

EASTER

This is the Festival of the risen living
Christ, the Teacher of all men and the
Head of the Spiritual Hierarchy... On
this day the spiritual Hierarchy, which
He guides and directs, will be recog-
nised and the nature of God’s love will
be emphasised. - The New World Reli-
gion. P.13.

We are told that this is the time of
empowering energies of the forces of
Restoration.

WESAK

This is the Festival of the Buddha, the
spiritual Intermediary between the
highest spiritual centre, Shamballa, and
the Hierarchy. The Buddha is the ex-
pression of the wisdom of God, the
Embodiment of Light and the indicator
of the divine purpose. - The New World
Religion. P.13.

The inpouring energy here will be of
Enlightenment.

GOODWILL

This will be the Festival of the spirit of
humanity-aspiring towards God, seeking
conformity with the will of God and
dedicated to the expression of right hu-
man relations. - The New World Reli-
gion. P.13.

The original name for this Festival was
Goodwill but it is also know as Christs.
Since 1952 it has been observed as the
World Invocation Day. The inpouring
energy is of Reconstruction.

For these Festivals the Lucis Trust is-
sued a Meditation, Letting in the Light.
This is in seven parts starting with a
group affirmation and ending with the
sounding of the Great Invocation.

THE GREAT | NVOCATI ON

The following quotation sums up the
need for the Invocation.

The Great Invocation voices the basic
needs of humanity today; the need for
light and love, for understanding of the
divine Will and for the end of aggres-
sive selfishness. It has been given us at
this time of world need for our use in
co-operation with the working out of
the divine Plan for humanity. It can be
used to increase the flow of creative
energy through individuals, groups and
organisations known to be in align-
ment with the Plan and with the prin-
ciple of synthesis. The regular use of
the Great Invocation causes powerful
changes in human attitudes and pur-
poses. - The Great Invocation Co-
operation with the United Nations

The Invocation used is as follows and
then ‘OM’ is repeated

From the point of Light within the Mind
of God

Let light stream forth into the minds of
men.

Let Light descend on Earth.

From the point of Love within the Heart
of God

Let love stream forth into the hearts of
men.

May Christ return to Earth.

From the centre where the Will of God
isknown

Let purpose guide the little wills of
men-

The purpose which the Masters know
and serve.

From the centre which we call the race
of men
Let the Plan of Love and Light work out
And may it sea the door where evil
dwells.

Let Light and Love and Power restore
the Plan on Earth,

As this is sounded the participants are
to visualise an outpouring form the
Spiritual Hierarchy of light, love and
power. This will come through the five
planetary inlets London, Darjeeling,
New Y ork, Geneva and Tokyo.

At other times during this meditation
the participants are to open themselves
to extra-planetary energies and then vi-
sualise their energies pouring through-
out the Earth.

The Invocation is also printed on a

small card and here the word ‘ Christ’ is
explanation on the reverse as,

Many religions believe in a World
Teacher, knowing him under such
names as The Lord Maitreya, the Imam
Mahdi and the Messiah, and these terms
are used in some of the Hindu, Muslim,
Buddhist and Jewish versions of the
Great Invocation.

Invocation and Evocation it is believed
will take the place of prayer and wor-
ship. The Great Invocation has been
given to use at this time just as the
Lord’s Prayer was given by Jesus to
Christians.

The deeper meaning of the Great Invo-
cation is explained in Bailey's writings.
She explains for instance that ‘heart of
God' really means the spiritual Hierar-
chy.

The words of the Great Invocation are
very old but were used first in 1945.

He (Christ) gave to the
world (for the use of the
“man in the street”) one of
the ol dest prayers ever
known, but one which hith-
erto had not been pernitted
to be used except by the

nost exalted spiritual Be-
i ngs. He used it Hinself
for the first time, we are
told, at the time of the
Full Mon of June, 1945,
which is recognised as the
Full Mon of the Christ,
just as the Full Mon of My

is that of the Buddha. It...
may eventually become the
world prayer. - The Geat
I nvocation,, p.13.

CONCLUSI ONS

It is apparent from this brief look at the
beliefs of the Lucis Trust that they are at
odds with Biblical Christianity. Al-
though there may be many sincere peo-
ple in the movement because they are
opening themselves up to “higher super-
natural powers’ there is every danger
that they are opening up to the evil su-
pernatural. Indeed with the training re-
celved at the Arcane School, the Lend-
ing Library of the Lucis Trust and the
Lucis Publishing Companies producing
Alice Baileys writings full of references
to occult and channelling, it is amost
inevitable that the evil supernatura will
effect those studying and involved with
this movement.

Whereas it would be scaremongering to
talk of a world conspiracy by the Lucis
Trust, it is obvious that they have set
themselves to effect as much of the

(Continued on page 12)
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JOb Opportunities

We have recently reorganised our
field workers and we are in need
of a number of mature enthusias-
tic volunteersto register with us.

Reachout Trust can only provide
their services with such help and
so could you consider carefully if
you ar e one of these. If the answer
ispossibly or yes please contact us
and we will send you full details
and an application form. A brief
description of the help we most
need follows.

REGIONAL
CO-ORDINATORS

They would be responsible for the
pastoral care of several Area Di-
rectors and will be expected to be
able to communicate with
churches and church leaders on
who Reachout Trust is and what
we do. They will also need to be
available to help and assist the
Area Directors fulfil their tasks.
On average the job will take a
minimum of 15-20 hours per
month that can be planned but the
person must also be ready to be
involved in emergency or urgent
situations.

AREA DIRECTOR

Practically involved in an agreed
postcoded area, they will contact
churches and individuals to pass
on information regarding the
work of the Trust. They will work
to an agreed plan of work in their
area and will often be the first
contact of a person wanting help.
They will be expected to increase
their knowledge of local cults and
the materials available to help.
Training programmes will be ar-
ranged. On average the job will
probably takea minimum of 10-15
hours per month which can be
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planned.

AREA
REPRESENTATIVE

Appointed to help an Area Direc-
tor fulfil all their responsibilities.
They will give time as they are
able and will undertake agreed
tasks. They do not need to become
experts in the whole field and
indeed may only bring one spe-
cific talent to the area team.

ADVISORS

Willing to work on a one to one
basis with those living near you
that requirehelp in their personal
life. Normally these people will
have been caught up in a cult or
the occult themselves, have rela-
tives who are, or they may be
seeking to help someonethat is.

Doug’s Diary

Doug Harris will be involved in train-
ing at the following seminars. Others
may have also been added since publi-
cation. If you are interested in attend-
ing please ring Head Office for further
details. Those marked * may have a
restricted attendance.

If there is not one near you but you
feel that your area would benefit from
one, why not talk with us about organ-
ising it. Contact Head Office for our
information leaflet on seminars.

OCTOBER

Dumfries

Larne

Antrim

Greenidand Co Antrim
Dublin

Cork

Southampton

Bawtry Hall

Dorking

NOVEMBER

LCM - London *
Springdale College
Whitton Middx

11-13 CRE Birmingham

20-22 ANNUAL CONVENTION
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