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international Chris-
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holds biblical truth
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Examine in the light of the
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gospel in a relevant way.
Provide a complete service
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gospel.
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Mike Thomas’ article on
page 2 deals with the history
of Reachout Trust and what
could be your part in the
future. This fits with some
Scripture that the Lord
brought to me recently. He-
brews 11:1 talks of now
faith, a faith that we can have
now! I know you can read it
as now, faith is…. However,
it struck me that the Lord
wants us to understand that
faith in Him is for now!
Although the verse starts a
new chapter, the writer has
been moving towards this
point and what is written at
the end of Hebrews 10 is
vital to understand Hebrews
11 and faith. There are many
things we could mention but
I want to emphasise two,
which I believe are vital for
us in our involvement in
reaching out to those in the
cults occult and new age.

THE PAST
Hebrews 10:32 first tells us
to remember the former days
including your enlighten-
ment. Having faith that is
sufficient for today is based
upon remembering what the

Lord has done for us in the
past. We cannot live mean-
ingful lives today unless we
are aware of all that Jesus
accomplished for us in His
finished work at Calvary.
The complete salvation that
He won for us there and the
way He looks at us now.
It almost hurts me when I
listen to preachers who rele-
gate faith to getting enough
money, possessions and ex-
periences now. Faith is the
means by which we live our
lives and it comes out of the
pain and agony that Jesus
suffered on the Cross. How
am I ever going to help any-
one if I do not know the
reality of what Jesus has
done for me?
At times today we seem so
intent on the latest craze and
multimedia presentation that
we have missed the meditat-
ing on and exposition of
God’s Word. In the Old Tes-
tament if they wanted to
come into all of God’s best
they needed to know, accept
and obey His Word. It has
not changed in the New. (See
for example Deuteronomy
6:1ff and 8:1ff)

THE FUTURE
A second matter that the
writer brings out is equally as
important. In Hebrews 10:34
he reminds us of that better

possession that is yet to come.
The only way we can some-
times make sense of this life
and the heartaches that we see
all around us, is to be aware of
what God is taking us into,
our lives are eternal not just
for now. Paul reminds us in
his letters that he could endure
now because of the glory that
was yet to come. Even Jesus
endured the Cross because of
the joy set before Him.
To have faith today and to
express it in our lives needs an
understanding of the future
that God has for us and what
He wants to bring us into.
Faith is not to be relegated to
getting the things I want in
this life now, it is to be seen as
wanting to touch the heart of
God and follow Him wher-
ever that takes us.
Things do not always go right;
recently I had £250 stolen
from the cashbox and a week
later broke down on the mo-
torway with the head gasket
blown! Life can sometimes be
pressurised and we need to be
reminded again that we
should not be weary in well
doing. But through all this, the
examples of those mentioned
in Hebrews 11 show us that
we can live with ‘now’ faith.

(end of article)
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ward. In these challenging times, we
seek to define more clearly what we do
and how we do it. To help in this work
a ‘ministry team’ is being developed to
look at all aspects of the ministry, from
literature to training to how we should
respond to developments in the con-
stantly changing world of the cults.

The Cults
Whilst recognised as a threat cults are
still looked on by many as uncommon.
Anti-cult ministry is traditionally
looked upon as a specialist work and
organisations such as Reachout Trust
are looked upon as a kind of ‘vice
squad’ of the Christian world. How-
ever, this type of ministry, which seeks
to uphold biblical truth, has a long and
noble history. It is not a specialist work
done in the back streets of Satan's slums
but has always been at the very centre
of what the church is about, saving
souls and championing the true Chris-
tian message.

From the beginning, the church has had
to combat error. Paul combated the cult
of Gnosticism in his day (Colossians 2:
8,18,19) as did the apostle John (1
John). Church leaders frequently fought
against the doctrines of salvation by
works and by faith in religious systems
and secret initiation. In the first few
centuries of church history the work of
firming up and of clearly defining the
faith once delivered happened largely
in response to the threat of error both
from outside and inside the church.
Classic examples include:

EBIONISM - A second century form
of Unitarianism, that denied the deity of
Christ, taught law keeping, and often
practised circumcision. This was a Ju-
daistic heresy that sought to go back to
the law and preserve monotheism by
denying the trinity. Men and women are
naturally drawn to a religious system
that promises salvation by good works.
A mixture of grace and works is a pri-
mary characteristic of the cults.

MONTANISM - A charismatic heresy
that, like the Mormons, taught continu

(Continued on page 3)

Action Pack. This has been a special
blessing over the years and has con-
tributed significantly to meeting our fi-
nancial needs. Especially gratifying has
been the fact that it gives us the oppor-
tunity to give something practical to
those who give to us. This partnership
scheme means that the giver is entitled
to receive regularly free or discounted
Reachout resources from books to
videos to regular publications.

The Task
Ours is a ministry of discernment and
apologetics and our primary role is
‘truth-telling.’ However, we have de-
veloped beyond simply publishing and
distributing information. One area in
which we have been particularly suc-
cessful and effective is in recruiting
people, many from cult backgrounds
themselves, to represent Reachout ‘on
the ground,’ to be Reachout in their
location.

Our system of having Area Directors is
unique in this ministry in the UK and is
a major contributory factor in our
growth and success. These people who
represent Reachout in their locality are
a help to the local church and a first
point of contact for those seeking the
help Reachout provides. Through dif-
ferent talents and experiences Area Di-
rectors are able to provide training for
the local church, specialised insights
into the world of the cults, and sympa-
thetic support for those seeking free-
dom and truth.

Where possible our Area Directors are
encouraged to work closely together in
their regions under a regional leader
who co-ordinates their efforts and is
responsible for training etc. Praying to-
gether, sharing problems and ideas, and
encouraging one another builds
strength, encourages commitment and
makes Reachout a real local resource.

Reachout continues to evolve and we
face new challenges almost daily. Man-
aging and training a growing number of
people, and maintaining and enhancing
the reputation of Reachout in an in-
creasingly demanding ministry, means
finding new, more efficient ways for-

The Story So Far
It is sobering to reflect that the day you
stepped out with some tracts and a hand-
ful of friends you started something that
would grow to national proportions.
Reachout Trust began in 1982 as a local
outreach to Jehovah's Witnesses. From a
single initiative, by a handful of people,
at a Witness convention in Twickenham
the Trust has grown to become a nation
wide ministry to those in the cults, the
occult and the New Age movement.
Over the years we have taken on respon-
sibilities, met needs, and developed in
ways that were never envisaged in those
early days. No one sat down and said,
“why don’t we see if we can achieve
this?” However, the ministry can truly be
said to have evolved until today we are
one of the foremost Christian groups in
our field.

The first newsletter produced in 1984
was four pages long and photocopied,
and had a run of a few hundred. Today's
newsletter is sixteen pages and growing
and goes out to several thousand individ-
uals and churches across the country. It
is our main organ of communication and
seeks to keep people informed and
equipped for what they face on their
doorstep or high street.

The first Reachout convention was held
in New Malden Baptist Church in 1984.
After that, it moved to Kingstanding
Elim Church until 1991 when we held it
at the Wycliffe Centre at High
Wycombe. Having outgrown that venue,
we moved in 1996 to the Pioneer Centre
near Wolverhampton. From a handful of
‘interested’ people at that first meeting,
we have grown to over a hundred attend-
ing a full weekend of seminars every
November. Seminars and workshops
cover all the main cults including, of
course, Mormons and Jehovah's Wit-
nesses, but also other groups such as the
Children of God, Freemasons, Moonies
etc. We also provide instruction in deal-
ing with the occult and the New Age and
have included counselling workshops
and teaching on deliverance.

A landmark in the growth of Reachout
was the introduction, in 1988, of the

The
Reachout Story
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Doug Harris will be involved in train-
ing at the following seminars. Others
may have also been added since publi-
cation. If you are interested in attend-
ing please ring Head Office for further
details. Those marked * may have a
restricted attendance.
If there is not one near you but you
feel that your area would benefit from
one, why not talk with us about organ-
ising it. Contact Head Office for our
information leaflet on seminars.

JULY
1 PREMIER RADIO PHONE-IN

2 Staines
4 Ilford

SEPTEMBER
8 East Grinstead
10 Staines
15 East Grinstead
22 East Grinstead
29 East Grinstead
30 Manchester

OCTOBER
1-15 Scotland & Ireland
24 Southampton
28 Bawtry Hall

Doug’s Diary

have a certain hope or whether it is a
poor counterfeit. We also believe that if
we see things that are clearly not Scrip-
tural, as mentioned here, then we need to
warn other Christians, so they can check
things out themselves.

(end of article)

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE

doctor because she was ill and the prin-
ciples of Christian Science were not
working in her life.

Finally Christian Scientists are unhappy
that I would call their belief a fake.
However, a fake on what basis? If as this
article has tried to show there is clear
evidence that the teachings of Mary
Baker Eddy are not Christian then
Christian Science is a fake. It is seeking
to offer healing along the principles of
Christ and coming from the God of the
Bible but if that is not true then it is a
fake. If ‘it works’ it is still a fake be-
cause the principles on which it works
are not the principles it is claimed it
works on. I believe the testing of this
statement as to whether it is fake or not
has to be objective and not subjective. If
someone has a testimony that it works or
that it does not work is not the basis for
testing whether Christian Science is a
fake. We must look to see the principles
it works on, are they:

True or false?
Original or a copy?

Genuine or a counterfeit?

That is my aim and that will determine
whether the statement can be rightly
applied to Christian Science or not.

As I have done in the past I would
underline the spirit that these thoughts
come in. The Bible clearly says that we
are not to judge. When you look at those
verses in context, we find that the mean-
ing is we are not to judge in the sense of
condemning. I have no right to condemn
anyone, John 3:17 makes it clear that
Jesus did not come to condemn and
therefore neither should we.

However, the Bible also teaches us, on
the positive side, that we are to test all
spiritual things – 1 Thessalonians 5:21
and 1 John 4:1 are just two examples.
Here we are positively commanded by
God to test all things out and come to a
decision based on His Word as to
whether something is right or wrong, of
Christ or not of Christ. We seek to do
this and seek to have a respectful and
loving attitude that will do this in a
Christ like way. We know we will of-
fend people but we do not set out to
achieve that end. We hope that people
will look closely and afresh at their be-
lief system, test it out against the origi-
nal Scripture, and decide whether they

(Continued from page 11) cepts. It is also an era in which people
are not so confident in the answers of-
fered by science. People are spiritually
thirsty and willing to consider any rem-
edy that is different from the same old
formula. Our society is much like the
one into which the early church was
born. It is international, pluralistic,
where all sorts of alternative spiritual
realities are made available to the
seeker.

With the advent of the New Age move-
ment and the rise of homemade religion,
spiritual deception is no longer some-
thing that happens to someone else
somewhere else. Our neighbours, our
friends and work colleagues are looking
to luck, fortune tellers, Mystic Meg,
crystals, tarots, totems, the god within,
the new age to come. Many are, like
most Christians, regretting the growth of
liberalism and the onslaught of uncer-
tainty, the overwhelming cynicism and
growing despair that this world offers.
They are looking for certainty and assur-
ance, hope and comfort and they are
finding them in the dogmatism of a con-
servative Mormonism, or in the doom
laden message of Jehovah's Witnesses
that confirms their fears and offers es-
cape. It is the role of the Christian
church to be a light bearer in the dark-
ness and confusion. It is the calling of
the Christian to “contend for the faith
that was once for all entrusted to the
saints.”

Church history is replete with stories of
those who contended for the faith. Our
spiritual forebears fought hard for eter-
nal truths cherished by today's believers.
Tomorrows believers will inherit what
we contend for today.

The Church
We are sometimes referred to as a para-
church organisation. As an organisation,
of course, that is what we are. Reachout
is not a church, but neither are we sepa-
rate from, or in addition to the Christian
community. We are Christians first and
foremost who see our role in the body as
that of watchmen. The way we fulfil that
role is in organisations like Reachout,
just as those called to mission form mis-
sionary societies.

People who escape the cults need a new
spiritual home. God's provision for all
new Christians is the church. Members
of Reachout Trust are members of the

(Continued on page 12)

REACHOUT STORY

ing revelation which carried equal
weight with scripture, practised a form
of blood atonement which assigned sin-
atoning power to martyrdom, and en-
couraged a spiritual elitism, claiming to
be a new breed of super-Christians (the
only true church).

ARIANISM - a Fourth century heresy
that, like Jehovah's Witnesses, taught
that Jesus was a created being, different
in essence from the Father, and therefore
not God.

We are living in a post-Christian era in
which the seeker is faced with a smor-
gasbord of new ideas and spiritual con-

(Continued from page 2)
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mind, positive suggestions for health
and happiness can be easily accepted.

Stress and relaxation counselling is ef-
fective as the sources are worked
through. Your own inner powers of
healing help your body. Physical and
emotional conditions are helped
through this process.

Spiritual Healing
Many forms from ancient times

Healing energy comes from within and
from God

Colleges teaching this now tend to
teach about chakras (‘wheel’ energy
centres in the body, each having a
colour related to them which should
affect the way you dress etc. They are
important for holistic health)

Counselling comes first (but no advice
given). Listening to their upsets etc.

Laying on of hands

Breathing exercises. Taught how to
breathe and listen to the voice within
(what the heart says)

The practitioner should not hook onto
the bad things expressed, but concen-
trate on love.

Aromatherapy
Ancient origins but at the beginning of
this century a French man called Tis-
serande sparked it off.

The spiritual aspect varies depending
upon whether solidly trained or whether
the treatment is part and parcel of a
beauty salon. The same differences are
evident from beautician to beautician.
The amount of spiritual content taught
in colleges depends upon the teacher
and syllabus.

Mainly relaxation and well being

Case history - asking what is wrong

Person in warm towels undressed

Practitioner tunes in to the person as
lays hands on taking a few breaths

The oils themselves can produce physi-
cal healing

In the ‘Boots’ pamphlet entitled,
‘Aromatherapy’ the Introduction is

many beliefs since ancient times. Re-
birthing itself as a technique is very
new.

It is the healing of traumatic events.

 When you go through trauma, you
should breath yourself through it so you
do not trap it inside (when a baby at
childbirth gasps its first breath sud-
denly, then it takes in the trauma of the
event. Rebirthing releases this and other
traumas)

The patient lies on a mattress with a
duvet over to make it womb-like. I get
the impression it is akin to meditation
and hypnosis and many practitioners
have strange ideas about immortality

Shiatsu
This is a Japanese therapy with its roots
in Chinese medicine

Thumb/finger pressure to get energy
circulating round the body and remov-
ing blockages to this energy. Also pre-
ventative.

Patient lies on a mat clothed. Pressure
is applied to various parts of the body.
Feet are gently pulled etc. to get energy
flowing.

Meridians (energy channels) are the ba-
sis for which areas to apply pressure.

Remedial Massage involves similar
things to help circulate the blood
whereas Shiatsu circulates the life force
(chi).

Curative Hypnotherapy
Origins involve Milton Ericson (1940's
and 50's) who believed there were nine
states of trance.

A fragment of our persona freezes in
time when trauma wounds us emotion-
ally and spiritually. The symptoms are
the solution.

During therapy the person is spoken to;
the Christ self within helps the healing;
people awaken to themselves. External
forces are not usually at work in hypno-
sis.

The source of a problem is sought out
by reaching that part of the mind af-
fected; it is the exploration of the un-
conscious. In this relaxed frame of

Continuing our look at Christianity and
Christian healing in comparison with
Complementary Medicines/Therapies.

Herbalism
The origins are ancient but there are
various strains of philosophy linked with
it, all with strong spiritual belief sys-
tems. Medical science has done much to
back up the results of many of the herbal
treatments.

The aim is to rebalance the body so it
can heal itself with the use of herbs and
diet.

Working with the life force - the body's
own healing power.

Herbs help to compensate and diet takes
the burden off areas of the body.

Plants are less potent and are safer than
conventional medicine.

A case history is taken as well as blood
pressure and urine sample.

Physical examination - breathing, ab-
domen, cardi-vascular

Iridology (Iris Analysis) used by this
practitioner simply for physical diagno-
sis. Ancestral (genetic) ailments can give
physical weaknesses in certain parts of
the body - picked up and treated preven-
tatively from examination of the eye.

A lot of intuition necessary - e.g., having
a feeling for the plants and which ones to
use. This practitioner prays sincerely to
God (as understood by Christians) for
him to direct the diagnosis, and does not
approve of the New Age style literature
that is produced related to herbalism.
Much of the spiritual teaching of Chi-
nese herbalism is also considered unac-
ceptable.

Meridians/channels are believed in (but
not chakras) - e.g., liver to eye in Iris
Analysis.

Sometimes encourages patient to do re-
laxation, yoga or meditation.

Believes that the life force must be in-
volved because the results far outweigh
what is expected scientifically.

Rebirthing
Breathing is the emphasis for the healing
and breathing has been connected with

Andrew Harrison
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For AT/CM's the name of Jesus is not
needed, but in Christian healing, the
name of Jesus is vital as only he can
bring wholeness

Some meditation and relaxation tech-
niques tend to open the mind and spirit
to suggestions whereas Christian medita-
tion is filling the mind with God and his
word (the Bible) in prayer receiving his
Spirit rather than the risk of influence
from another spirit.

SUMMING UPSUMMING UPSUMMING UPSUMMING UP

Before I give another brief overview of
the relevant therapies, I want to mention
a few matters that have arisen:

A lot depends upon the spiritual pres-
ence and beliefs of the practitioner
where it is believed a spiritual energy is
involved. If a Christian considers the
practitioner to be operating with a force
other than the Holy Spirit then there is
cause for concern.

Both the New Age movement and the
seven practitioners with strong spiritual
beliefs are emphasising love in their
practises, which I feel is a noble aim, but
the emphasis in Christian healing is al-
ways Jesus the Son of God.

The resulting physical and mental sense
of well being should not be seen as the
whole picture. All these techniques
(except Remedial Massage on its own)
are holistic, and this is where they pri-
marily differ from Western medicine.
This additional spiritual aspect always
involves the life force so the Christian
needs to be sure that the spiritual forces
at work alongside the healing are point-
ing to Jesus, otherwise how will he know
what else the spiritual force is doing?

Relaxation and a sense of well being can
make you more positive and content in
life thereby helping you in your relation-
ship with God. Only in this sense can the
AT/CM's help spiritually. The idea of a
‘natural healing energy’ at work in the
ways described is I believe not biblical
and therefore not safe to depend upon.

Only Christians have God within in any
life changing sense. Even so, the Chris-
tian is encouraged to look upwards and
outwards to receive spiritual health,
rather than look inwards.

By definition, I feel that practitioners of
these therapies/ medicines are attempt-
ing to express God by showing love,

(Continued on page 12)

therefore can help physical and mental
conditions

Many of the exercises, massages, oils
and aromas can help physical and emo-
tional conditions

As with Christian healing, the physical
symptom is not always the most impor-
tant healing that needs to take place - it
could be peace, confidence, love etc.

Many of the remedies used, whether
aromatic oils or herbs etc., are proven
by medical science to be beneficial.

DIVERGENCIESDIVERGENCIESDIVERGENCIESDIVERGENCIES

Bearing in mind the origins of the prac-
tices I feel there is insufficient concern
from most practitioners as to which
‘God’ is believed to be making the
healing more effective. Remember that
the Bible forbids worship or partaking
of any other God

The emphasis is usually upon going
within rather than the biblical emphasis
of looking out/up to Jesus

Tendency by some to infer that healing
equals spirituality equals Christianity.
All three Ministers referred to the exis-
tence of counterfeit healing in the sense
of evil forces at work giving a relief of
a symptom but not truly dealing with
the true spiritual healing of salvation.
None of the eight questioned mentioned
such a concept of counterfeit healing.

Forgiveness, conviction of sin and re-
pentance do not seem to feature in the
therapies/medicines whereas for Chris-
tians this is part and parcel of spiritual
healing and counselling (those of the
eight who counsel do not give advice
on these issues)

Personal responsibility for personal
well being is emphasised in the thera-
pies/medicines, but Christian healing
also has a strong emphasis upon per-
sonal responsibility for morality as an
essential part of holistic health

Prayer features only with those practi-
tioners with a religious belief. Within
Christianity, prayer is the whole foun-
dation of holistic health.

In Christian healing the spiritual power
is always the Person who is the Holy
Spirit who is God (as part of the Trin-
ity), whereas the emphasis of AT/CM's
is the life force which is basically con-
sidered to be impersonal and natural
although ultimately from or part of God

good and logical, the aim being to
promte health and well being

Oils give an aroma and are absorbed
into the blood stream as massage takes
place. Smells affect emotions.

It has a holistic approach affecting the
‘whole person’; this is not defined in the
pamphlet but is followed by the state-
ment that it treats the physical and the
emotional; the spiritual aspect that is
always related to ‘holistic’ is not ex-
pressed in the pamphlet.

The traditional uses of the oils listed in
the pamphlet are also reasonable to any
‘rational’ thinker not claiming any heal-
ing beyond medical science.

COMPATIBILITIESCOMPATIBILITIESCOMPATIBILITIESCOMPATIBILITIES

To show care for the whole person -
physical, emotional, mental and spiritual
- is good and is often neglected with
Western medicines and practises. The
Church often lacks it too; sometimes
when spiritual healing is practised there
is a lack of sensitivity. This needs to be
improved in many churches.

Good listeners - essential in every case

Usually admit limitations of the therapy/
medicines rather than making too high a
claim.

Mostly, there is acknowledgement of
being a complement to other types of
medicines/practises (including Western
medicines and help through the
churches).

Mostly Christian values are adhered to

Encouraging people to have acceptance
of themselves, confidence in their worth
and abilities

Dependence upon the practitioner is not
encouraged, but rather the importance of
helping yourself

There is an emphasis upon helping all
people whatever religion or culture
showing no prejudice or favouritism

The emphasis is primarily love

The practitioners work hard, study hard
and take great care in each individual
case, often going through a detailed case
history

It is stated that three quarters of those
partaking in AT/CM's say they have im-
proved

Relaxation provides opportunity to talk,
take stock and release stress etc., and
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For their part, they would be willing to
cease their efforts to inform other Jeho-
vah's Witnesses as to the problems with
the doctrine, and pull down their offi-
cial website.

I will await your timely response on
this matter.

So will we and we will keep you up to
date on developments.

We received the following article from
Robert Crompton some while ago but
somehow it got misfiled on the com-
puter. Although it refers back to 1995,
I felt it was still relevant to print today.

Who Will Survive Armageddon?

A common feature of much argument
directed against Jehovah's Witnesses is
the skeleton from Charles Taze Rus-
sell's cupboard. Because most Wit-
nesses are not well informed about the
history of their movement, such a tactic
when applied judiciously can be very
effective.

Having just read the April 15th 1995
issue of ‘The Watchtower,’ however, I
think an opposite tactic might be useful
occasionally. There are some beliefs,
which Russell held that today's Society
is considerably worse for having dis-
carded. Take the question, what hap-
pens to unbelievers at Armageddon?
Russell believed one thing; today's So-
ciety believes another.

The question is dealt with in a Watch-
tower article, “The Day That Burn Like
a Furnace.” (15 April 1995.) My reac-
tion to that article was anger and revul-
sion. I was so upset by it that I could not
sleep properly that night. There was
nothing new in it merely the expression
of what has been part of Watchtower
doctrine for many years. But it was a
clear statement of one of their most
horrible beliefs.

Happy are those whose name Jehovah
chooses to write in his book of remem-
brance. But what of those who fail to

them by representatives of the Watch-
tower Society.

It is not the purpose of this letter to
discuss the theological reasons for the
group's position which are carefully
spelled out at their Internet website
"New Light on Blood." Rather it is to
express their earnest desire to cooper-
ate in working out a compromise that
will satisfy the needs of both parties,
and avoid the cost and negative public-
ity of litigation.

The group is well aware of the unfortu-
nate position the Watchtower Society
finds itself in on this issue, and strongly
suspects that fear of litigation from
family members who have already lost
loved ones is holding up reforms on
this issue.

Still, they are sincerely and deeply con-
vinced that a beneficial change can be
made in a manner similar to that em-
ployed by the Watchtower Society
when it revised it's policy on issues like
vaccination, organ transplants, and
haemophiliac treatments.

They realize that any compromise
reached must insure that the Watch-
tower Society remains financially vi-
able. By the same token, they will not
tolerate any scenario where hundreds,
even thousands of their brothers and
sisters must choose between disfellow-
shiping, and a necessary - and poten-
tially life saving - blood therapy. It is for
this reason they are already carrying on
a large scale effort aimed at educating
other Jehovah's Witnesses as to all of
the facts regarding blood transfusions,
not simply those that support the offi-
cial Watchtower view.

The group has asked me to convey their
willingness to work with you in estab-
lishing a timetable for implementing
the necessary reforms. In return, they
ask that you negotiate in good faith,
and agree not to take congregational
judicial action against members of the
group that present the suggested plan,
their families, or those who are assist-
ing them in the reform effort.

THE ISSUE OF BLOOD

As of going to press the matter of Blood
Transfusion and Jehovah's Witnesses
had not been solved. The Elders who are
leading the fight to get the Watchtower
Bible & Tract Society to change their
minds hoped to have an answer by early
February. Now they realise that it is a
complex matter and they have reported
on their Web pages,

(we) will post an announcement regard-
ing the outcome of this effort as soon as
possible. This is a very complex matter,
and we have run into several unexpected
delays due to reasons beyond our con-
trol.

They then go on to report

What follows is a draft of the letter that
is to be sent to the Watchtower Society.
It is expected that a few minor changes
may be made by our legal counsel:

Governing Body of Jehovah's Witnesses
Watchtower Bible & Tract Society
25 Columbia Heights
Brooklyn, NY 11201-2483

Sirs:
My law firm has been retained by the
Associated Jehovah's Witnesses for Re-
form on Blood to represent them in a
class action against the Watchtower,
Bible & Tract Society.

This is a very diverse group of individu-
als who are represented by a group of
elders and Hospital Liaison Committee
members. They are opposed to the
Watchtower Society's policy of forbid-
ding blood transfusions, and taking judi-
cial action against members who make a
personal and conscientious decision to
accept blood when alternative treat-
ments are exhausted or not available.

In different countries this issue has been
presented to representatives of the
Watchtower Bible and Tract Society,
and there is an increasing concern about
the Watchtower Society's refusal to deal
with this problem. Additionally, some
in the group have concerns about possi-
ble judicial action being taken against

WATCH THE OWER
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two quotes from the Watchtower Soci-
ety.

The Witnesses’ beliefs, based entirely on
God’s Word, the Bible, prevent them
from falling into the trap of becoming a
sect or a cult. They take kindly interest
in all other people, of whatever religious
persuasion. - Awake!, 8 October 1997,
p.12. (emphasis added)

Those words do not somehow ring true
but unfortunately most Witnesses feel
secure in them.

Do your words and deeds identify you as
a faithful and zealous servant of God? If
so, you can entertain the hope of surviv-
ing “the day of Jehovah”... Yes, survival
may be your experience if you do good
to Christ’s spiritual brothers because
they are his followers... For survival you
must... (accept) divine instruction and
become a worshiper of Jehovah... Then
you may be among Jehovah’s faithful
servants... - The Watchtower, 15
September 1997, p.20. (emphasis
added).

There is no certainty but there is hope if
you do exactly what the elders of the
Society tell you. Allow this situation to
sink into your heart and understand the
compassion that the Lord wants us to
have as we reach out with His true mes-
sage of love and certainty.

(end of article)

heading for disaster. It shows a smug
satisfaction with their own worthiness.

Consider the following:

In that day of accounting, young chil-
dren will be dealt with justly according
to Jehovah's assessment of their roots,
their parents, who have oversight of
these children. Wicked parents will
have no posterity to perpetuate their
wicked ways.

This would be bad enough if wicked-
ness was understood in the same sense
that most people understand it. But
when you consider that it is a term
embracing all apart from Jehovah's
Witnesses, this teaching can be seen for
the revolting blasphemy that it is. Even
Russell never plumbed such depths. To
the Witnesses I say, would you not
rather be preaching Russell's doctrine
on this question?

Better still, what about the scriptural
doctrine:
I am the way, the truth and
the life. No one comes to
the Father but by me. -
John 14:6

That is, it is how one responds to Jesus,
not you, that counts. As for the chil-
dren,
They were bringing children
to him that he might touch
them; and the disciples
rebuked them. But when
Jesus saw it he was indig-
nant and said to them, ‘Let
the children come to me, do
not hinder them; for to
such belongs the kingdom of
God.’ - Mark 10:13,14.

On a personal note, let me explain why
I found this Watchtower article particu-
larly distressing. I have a seven-year-
old son and as I write this, I can hear
him playing happily with his grand-
mother. What he does not realise is that
he has two grandmothers. My mother is
a Witness who will have nothing to do
with me or my wife or my little boy.
That she should be encouraged by
anonymous men in Brooklyn to believe
that her own grandson is to be de-
stroyed at Armageddon so as not to be
able to perpetuate my wickedness is just
appalling.

In the light of the above article, I
thought I would end this month with

qualify for that privilege? Whether they
are rulers or simply common people,
how will they fare if they treat the pro-
claimers of God's Kingdom and their
message with disdain. – The Watch-
tower, 15 April 1995, p. 20.

Russell's response to this question was
clear enough. The overwhelming major-
ity of humanity would be judged accord-
ing to their deeds after Armageddon,
during the thousand-year day of judge-
ment.

No others than the Lord's favoured ‘little
flock’ (i.e. those belonging to the
144,000 - Revelation 7:4 - who are to
rule with Christ in heaven) have as yet
sufficient light to incur the final penalty,
the second death. (See - C.T. Russell,
The Divine Plan of the Ages, p.145.)

In Russell's teachings, institutions of
Church and State were to be destroyed
at Armageddon, not people. It was under
the leadership of Russell's successor,
Joseph Rutherford, that a harsher view
of Armageddon was adopted. All must
now make their response before Ar-
mageddon and none who fail to join the
Witnesses can expect to be spared.

God's executioner slays all except those
who bear the mark in the fore-
head...This part of the prophecy
(Ezekiel 9:7) shows a great slaying work
being done and those who are them-
selves on the side of the Devil and his
organization shall be destroyed... It is
the Jonadab class (i.e. those Jehovah's
Witnesses who do not belong to the
'little flock.') who are marked in the
forehead that obey the Lord and are
spared and protected by the Lord dur-
ing Armageddon. - Riches, J.
F.Rutherford, p. 98.

In effect, Rutherford proclaimed divine
judgement on all humanity outside his
own movement and consigned all to
Death Row to await execution at Ar-
mageddon. Only those who become Je-
hovah's Witnesses can be reprieved.
This has remained Watchtower doctrine
ever since Rutherford's day even if most
Jehovah's Witnesses are embarrassed to
admit it publicly.

The Watchtower of 15 April 1995
changes nothing but I think it should be
used as an opportunity to confront the
Witnesses with the repugnant nature of
their attitude to human society. They
cannot claim that their preaching shows
a compassionate attitude towards people
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Apostle Bruce R. McConkie said,

The Only Begotten of the Father.
(Moses 5:9). These name titles all sig-
nify that our Lord is the only Son of
the Father in the flesh.  Each of the
words is to be understood literally.
Only means only; Begotten means be-
gotten; and Son means son. Christ was
begotten by an Immortal Father in the
same way that mortal men are begotten
by mortal fathers. - Mormon Doctrine,
pp.546-47.

The Mormon Church is no longer a
backwoods, isolationist group, they are
a major corporate empire, and seeking
acceptance on all fronts. Their public
relations staff are working hard to pro-
mote the image of the church as whole-
some, family-oriented, righteous peo-
ple. Claiming to be Christian is a way to
get under the guard of those they con-
tact. Those seeking God will see them
as another alternative when looking for
a local church.

Is 20th Century Mormonism
Dying?

It is has long been apparent that the
phenomenal success of the Mormon
Church is in no small measure due to
it's ability to change and adapt. Mor-
mon leaders have long been image con-
scious and anxious to own the correct
reputation. Such concerns have been
the driving force behind some remark-
able changes in policy and practice over
the years.

The nineteenth century Mormon
Church was isolationist and aggressive,
much in the traditional style of new
religious movements. Speeches and
statements from church leaders fre-
quently reflected inflated ambitions to
"rule every nation.” In that rare atmo-
sphere of triumphalism all sorts of wild
statements of doctrine and belief were
made, leaders never imagining that the
world would change so much as to be
able to put Mormon claims to the test.
One classic example is the following
extract from a contemporary journal:

Inhabitants of the Moon are more of a

noted is any shift towards orthodox
Christianity.

In truth, they regard the Bible as unreli-
able and corrupted by apostate Chris-
tendom. One early Mormon leader
stated,

The Bible …is not the word of God,
but the word of uninspired translators
- Pamphlets of Orson Pratt pp.70-71.

Joseph Smith declared that the Book of
Mormon is,

the most correct of any book on earth
…and a man would get nearer God by
abiding by its precepts, than by any
other book.

The Book of Mormon itself has this to
say about the Bible:

... for behold they have taken away
from the gospel of the Lamb many
parts which are plain and most pre-
cious; and also many covenants of the
Lord have they taken away. And all this
have they done that they might pervert
the right ways of the Lord, that they
might blind the eyes and harden the
hearts of the children of men. - 1 Nephi
13:26-27.

The Christ whose name they so eagerly
appropriate, far from being the Christ
of the New Testament, is the brother of
Satan and the son of a polygamous god,
who is an exalted man. He is a Christ,
of whom Joseph Smith declared,

I have more to boast of than any man
had. I am the only man who has been
able to keep a whole church together
since the days of Adam… The followers
of Jesus ran away from him, but the
Latter-day Saints never ran away from
me yet. - JS History of the Church,
vol.5, p.467.

The Mormons are claiming that they are
“wholly committed to the New Testa-
ment account of …Jesus Christ,” yet
their leaders have insisted that he was
married and had children, even that he
was polygamously married. They insist
that he was conceived by physical sex
between God and Mary, so that God
was literally his father. The Mormon

Mormon Christians
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints is a Christian denomination,
wholly committed to the New Testa-
ment account of the birth, life, crucifix-
ion and resurrection of Jesus Christ, the
Son of God and Saviour of mankind.

In connection with the Preston Temple
open house in May the Mormon Church
has issued a ‘media pack.’ It paints a
wholesome and attractive picture of the
“restored” church. A list of beliefs puts
the above statement first and foremost.

It begs the question: If Mormons are a
Christian denomination, why do they
seek to convert those who declare them-
selves to be Christians already? The
Christianity with which they are so eager
to be identified was declared by Mor-
mon president John Taylor to be,

... a perfect pack of nonsense …a sound-
ing brass and a tinkling symbol; it is as
corrupt as hell; and the devil could not
invent a better engine to spread his
work… - Journal of Discourses vol.6,
p.167.

Joseph Smith claimed that he was com-
manded in a vision of God and Jesus not
to join any church:

... for they were all wrong; and the
Personage who addressed me said that
all their creeds were an abomination in
his sight; that those professors were all
corrupt; that: "they draw near to me
with their lips, but their hearts are far
from me, they teach for doctrines the
commandments of men, having a form
of godliness, but they deny the power
thereof. - Joseph Smith - History 1:19.

So in 1820 all Christian creeds were an
abomination in the sight of God, and in
1998 the Mormon Church is now one of
them. Presumably, since the Mormon
Church is not now to be considered an
abomination, it must mean that the
Christian church has now become ac-
ceptable. Many people, Jerald and San-
dra Tanner especially, have documented
the changes in Mormon doctrine over
the years, but one thing that has not been
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deep theology that we don't know very
much about.

This ‘deep theology’ that has proved so
clouded in mystery for the modern
prophet was clear as day and boldly
stated by Joseph Smith:

God himself was once as we are now,
and is an exalted man. - Teachings of the
Prophet Joseph Smith, p.345.

And again from another early church
leader:

The Gods… have been redeemed from
the grave in a world which existed be-
fore the foundations of this earth were
laid… they were exalted also, from fallen
men to Celestial Gods. - Orson Pratt,
The Seer, January 1853.

In the November 1997 General Confer-
ence Gordon Hinckley referred to the
newspaper interview:

I have been… in a few instances mis-
quoted and misunderstood… You need
not worry that I do not understand
some matters of doctrine. I think I un-
derstand them thoroughly, and it is un-
fortunate that the reporting may not
make this clear. I hope you will never
look to the public press as the authority
on the doctrines of the church. - Ensign
magazine, Nov.1997, p.4.

Notably there was no effort to correct
the report or to clarify the doctrine. Now
would have been a good time. This is,
after all, one of the most public plat-
forms the prophet has. Mormons like to
think that the eyes of the world are on
the tabernacle where he speaks. It was in
the March 1998 Ensign magazine, how-
ever, that Gordon Hinckley chose to
‘clarify’ his understanding of the God-
head, almost a year after the article was
published. Notably, while he wrote
about God having "a body of flesh and
bones,” there was no clear reference to
God having been a man. Nor was there
any overt teaching concerning men be-
coming gods, although both are implied.
However, the reader would have to
know what to look for. Faithful Mor-
mons would, of course, understand per-
fectly and, with a wink and a nod, the
world is hoodwinked and the faithful are
in on the joke. It is clear that these things
are being played down in an effort to
convince the world that Mormons are,
indeed, a “Christian denomination.”

Again, the Mormons are digging graves
for past mistakes. Notable amongst the

twentieth century in anxious pursuit of
respectability.”

This century, however, has also seen
the Mormon Church face controversy.
One notable hangover from the days of
Brigham and Joseph has been the
church's stance on Negroes. One noted
Mormon leader stated:

As a result of his rebellion [in a pre-
mortal existence], Cain was cursed with
a dark skin; he became the father of the
Negroes, and those spirits who were
not worthy to receive the priesthood
are born through his lineage. - Bruce R
McConkie, Mormon Doctrine, p 102.

Another leader declared:

Is there any reason then why the type
of birth we receive in this life is not a
reflection of the worthiness or lack of it
in the pre-existent life?… We cannot
escape the conclusion that because of
performance in the pre-existence some
of us are born as Chinese, some as
Japanese, some as Latter-day Saints.
These are rewards and punishments. -
Mark E Peterson, Race Problems - As
They Affect the Church.

According to performance in a pre-
mortal state men and women are born
into different races. The Negro is the
lowest of these and not deserving of
Mormon priesthood blessing. Clearly to
be born White, Anglo-Saxon and LDS
puts a person at the top of this caste
system.

In 1978 the then prophet, Spencer W.
Kimball, announced that “all worthy
male members of the church may be
ordained to the priesthood without re-
gard to race or color,” claiming to have
received revelation on the matter. This
has opened a whole new mission field
to the church, which is now expanding
at a phenomenal rate amongst African
nations.

More recently the current prophet, Gor-
don B. Hinckley, deftly handled a po-
tentially difficult question put to him in
an interview with the San Francisco
Chronicle, published April 13th 1997:

Q. Don't Mormons believe that God
was once a man?

A. I wouldn't say that. There was a little
couplet coined, "As man is, God once
was. As God is, man may become.”
Now that's more a couplet than any-
thing else. That gets into some pretty

uniform size than the inhabitants of
the Earth, being about 6 feet in height.
They dress very much like the quaker
Style & are quite general in style, or the
one fashion of dress. They live to be
very old; comeing [sic] generally, near a
thousand years. This is the description
of them given by Joseph the Seer, and
he could "See" whatever he asked the
Father in the name of Jesus to see. -
Journal of Oliver B. Huntington.

Again, from the Journal of Discourses
we have this from Brigham Young:

Who can tell us of the inhabitants of
this little planet that shines of an
evening, called the moon?… when you
inquire about the inhabitants of that
sphere you find that the most learned
are as ignorant in regard to them as the
ignorant of their fellows. So it is in
regard to the inhabitants of the sun.
Do you think it is inhabited? I rather
think it is. Do you think there is any
life there? No question of it. It was not
made in vain. - Journal of Discourses,
vol.13, p.271.

Thinking that their 19th century world-
view would endure they never imagined
that one day "the most learned" would
land on the moon and find it barren and
uninhabited. Trusting in their splendid
isolation amongst the Rocky Mountains
they defied the world and developed
many of the doctrines and practices for
which they are still famous. One notori-
ous teaching was Brigham Young's
Adam/God doctrine. Young stated on
April 9th, 1852:

Now hear it, O inhabitants of the
earth… when our father Adam came
into the garden of Eden, he came into
it with a celestial body, and brought
Eve, one of his wives with him… He is
Michael, the Arch-angel, the Ancient of
Days!… He is our Father and our God,
and the only God with whom we have
to do. - Journal of Discourses, vol.1,
pp.50-51. (emphasis added)

Today what the church calls the Adam/
God ‘theory’ is stridently denied and
those who teach it are excommunicated.
Along with polygamy, blood atonement
(the murder of ‘apostates’ and other
offenders in fulfilment of temple oaths),
and men on the moon, Adam/God was
dropped, and the church buried its 19th

century mistakes with its 19th century
dead. One commentator observed that
“The [Mormon] Church entered the
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‘dear departed’ of recent years is the
controversial bar to Negroes. Also dead
and gone are key portions of the temple
ceremony. Notably the blood oaths were
removed in 1990, and a controversial
section portraying the typical Christian
clergyman as a lackey of Satan, who
taught a “ridiculous and incomprehensi-
ble” philosophy, which he called
“orthodox religion”, was removed. The
Journal of Discourses, an encyclopaedic
work containing most of the sermons of
early church leaders, was once a key
source of doctrine. It has recently been
demoted to the position of interesting
but uninspired teachings, which may, or
may not, be reliable. Many of the prob-
lems they are trying to bury are from
this, once unimpeachable, source, (If any
Mormons deny this try citing it as a
source as we have here).

In light of all this, plus Gordon Hinck-
ley's recent handling of the question of
where God came from, we ask the ques-
tion again, is 20th century Mormonism
dying? As with the prophets of the nine-
teenth century, the Mormons seem to be
burying their 20th century mistakes with
their 20th century dead. What will the
Mormon Church of the 21st century look
like? Watch this space.

Mormon Tabernacle Choir
The famous Mormon Tabernacle Choir
will tour Europe this summer. Notably,
their first concert will be at the Royal
Albert Hall on Sunday June 14th. This
will follow hard on the heels of the
Preston temple dedication ceremonies,
which will take place from 7 - 9 June.
You just have to be impressed!

Paul H Dunn
We are aware that the emeritus status
given Mormon apostle Paul H Dunn in
recent years is allegedly more than a
little to do with some controversial
things he said and questionable claims
he made (witness Jerald and Sandra Tan-
ner's audio-tape, “What hast thou
Dunn?”). Nevertheless, it gives us no joy
to note his passing on 9 January at the
age of 73. His death was reported in the
March 1998 Ensign magazine with a
significant coolness. The report merely
listed the bare facts about his life and
was notable for its lack of warm and
heartfelt plaudits.

Flooding the Earth?

The March 1998 Ensign also reported
that since the Book of Mormon's first
publication in 1830, more than 83 mil-
lion copies have been circulated
throughout the world. This includes in-
dividual copies, as well as triple (the
Book of Mormon, Doctrine and
Covenants and Pearl of Great Price
bound together) and quadruple scrip-
tures (plus the Bible). Also included are
Book of Mormon selections translated
into other languages. 1990 was the most
productive of recent years with
6,558,383 copies circulated. Figures
dropped off towards 1994, which saw
only 3,791,580 circulated, but have
risen again until 1996 saw 5,289,927
circulated.

Fullness…?
Mormons famously claim that the Bible
has been corrupted. Their Book of Mor-
mon states,

For behold they have taken away from
the gospel… many parts which are plain
and most precious - 1 Nephi 13:26.

It is commonly understood that the
Book of Mormon was brought forth to
restore the "fulness of the everlasting
gospel" to the earth. However, in the
introduction to the 1981 edition of the
Book of Mormon we find the following
statement:

The Book of Mormon is a volume of
holy scripture [sic] comparable to the
Bible. It is a record of God's dealings
with the ancient inhabitants of the
Americas and contains, as does the
Bible, the fulness of the everlasting
gospel. (emphasis added)

The next time a Missionary offers you a
copy of the Book of Mormon please tell
him that you already have the full
gospel in your Bible.

The Bible's sufficient, this I know,
The Book of Mormon tells me so.

(end of article)
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Such a theory is man-made. - S&H,
pp.22/23.

Mary Baker Eddy makes the statement
that Jesus did not atone for mankind but
compare this with 2 Cor. 5:21 and 1
Peter 3:18.

The dual personality of the unseen and
the seen, the spiritual and the material,
the eternal Christ, and the corporeal
Jesus, manifest in the flesh, continued
until the Master’s ascension, when the
material concept of Jesus disappeared .
. . – S&H, p.334.

Mary Baker Eddy makes the statement
that Jesus was not resurrected but just
disappeared. Compare this with 1 Cor.
15:4 and Acts 1:3.

In just these 4 major points, we have
discovered that Mary Baker Eddy’s
teachings are the opposite of the Bible
and the testimony of Christ and there-
fore she cannot say that her teachings
are Christian.

Another fact, often quoted, is that there
are many testimonies to prove that
Christian Science heals and therefore it
must be Christian. What we must un-
derstand, as we look at the evidence, is
first, is it clearly documented and
proven. If the answer is yes, we then
need to look at what power has caused
the healing. Is it Christian or some
other source? We should consider that
as we have shown that Mary Baker
Eddy was working from a source other
than the Bible, is it possible for it to be
Christian healing?

Christian Scientists are also unhappy
that I would dare talk against Mary
Baker Eddy and especially, they feel
malign her, by saying she needed mor-
phine at the end of her life. The claim is
that she did not use morphine as a drug
but to help alleviate the pain she was in.
Yet we must understand that Christian
Science is based on healing and so why
was its founder not healed? Surely, this
means that Christian Science does not
work? Even if she used morphine for
the pain, she still needed a drug from a

(Continued on page 3)

Regular listeners to Premier Christian
Radio will know about the objections
raised by the Christian Scientists to my
broadcast. The heart of the problem is
that we do not accept them as Christian.

The objections were so strong that Pre-
mier arranged for spokesperson, Mr
Gray, to present on the regular ‘Cult
Watch’ spot the argument as to why they
should be called Christian. They would
not talk to me direct but would accept an
interview with Martin Mitchell. Desper-
ately trying to listen in a car in Clapham,
I found it fascinating how they obviously
believe they are Christian. It is almost
like talking two different languages and
whatever you say they will simply rede-
fine it and claim they are orthodox
Christians.

Mr Gray answered boldly the first ques-
tion that they were Christian but then
proceeded to dismiss Genesis 2 and 3 as
being not of God. Yet if there was no fall
and everyone was ‘good’ coming from
the ‘good God’ why did Christ need to
come and why should any one have to be
called CHRISTian?

Alongside this ‘official’ response to my
broadcast, although not wanting to talk
to me direct, I have also had the opportu-
nity to meet and correspond with a num-
ber of other Christian Scientists. At first
I was amazed when I met a Christian
Scientist in Accrington who was aware
that I was also writing to someone in
Devon. However this was explained
when we saw an internal document sent
by the London headquarters to all those
in the South East explaining what was
going on.

In the end what they say about Reachout
Trust and me is not a major factor but
what is relevant is that hundreds are still
accepting that Christian Science is the
true Christian message and brings a hope
of ‘salvation’. We still need to encour-
age all involved to ‘check the small
print’. This is not being vindictive to
Mary Baker Eddy or Christian Scien-
tists, it is simply answering the question,
are they entitled to use the term Chris-
tian?

We cannot argue with the statement that

Mary Baker Eddy wanted to follow
Christ and hence used the word Chris-
tian because we do not know whether it
is true or not. However, we can look at
the fact as to whether she achieved what
she set out to do. To apply the word
Christian to someone they must indeed
be a follower of Christ and agree with
what He said. In other words we can
look at clear unambiguous statements in
the Bible and check whether Mary
Baker Eddy’s teachings agree with
them. In this way, we can check
whether it is fair and right to apply the
word Christian to her beliefs.

In doing this, I believe we discover the
following clear statements in Science
and Health that are the opposite of the
revelation of the Bible and therefore
cannot be called Christian.

His disciples believed Jesus to be dead
while he was hidden in the sepulchre,
whereas he was alive, demonstrating
within the narrow tomb the power of
Spirit to overrule mortal material
sense. – S&H p.44.

Mary Baker Eddy makes the statement
that Jesus did not die but compare this
with 1 Cor. 15:3 and Romans 6:9,10.

Christ is the ideal Truth, that comes to
heal sickness and sin through Christian
Science. Jesus is the name of the man
who, more than all other men, has
presented Christ, the true idea of God
- S&H, p.473.

Jesus Christ is not God, as Jesus himself
declared, but is the Son of God. - S&H,
p.361.

Mary Baker Eddy makes the statement
that Jesus was not God and that the man
Jesus was not God in the flesh but
compare this with John 1:1,14.

Final deliverance from error… is not
reached… by pinning one's faith with-
out works to another's vicarious ef-
fort… One sacrifice, however great, is
insufficient to pay the debt of sin. The
atonement requires constant self-
immolation on the sinner's part. That
God's wrath should be vented upon His
beloved Son, is divinely unnatural.

CULT OVERVIEW
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The Need
There is an urgent need for Christians
to be equipped to meet the challenges
of the modern world. People are needed
to act as comforters to the hurt and
wounded, bringers of fresh hope to the
disillusioned, friends to the betrayed
and truth-tellers to the deceived.
Churches need to act as communities of
refuge where there is shelter and safety
for the vulnerable, life and hope for the
lost, and sound teaching and gentle dis-
cipling for the many who need correct-
ing and direction.
Reachout Trust seeks to provide that
equipping through a training pro-
gramme designed to teach individuals
and churches. Through seminars and
workshops we bring to the Christian
community specialist knowledge,
gained from first-hand experience, that
will arm Christians for the battle for
truth that rages in our society. By means
of newsletters, fact sheets, books, audio
and video- tapes we share our knowl-
edge and understanding and keep the
church informed of up-to-the-minute
developments in the ministry.
Today the Reachout office works every
day to co-ordinate the efforts of our
representatives across the country, to
put those in need in touch with those in
ministry. Literature leaves the office
daily to meet a growing demand for
information. In 1997 we saw over
71,000 people reached by Reachout in
seminars, exhibitions, requests or visits
to the office, appearances on the media
and visits to the Reachout web site.
We are, then, those who in Christian
love, often having experienced our-
selves life in a cult, wish to come along-
side, advise, pray with and otherwise
help cult members and their families
and friends. Just as people who have
lost loved ones through disease may
feel impelled to set up a medical trust to
further the work of research and treat-
ment, so we are those who work to help
those trapped in spiritually abusive sys-
tems. As far as our experience and
knowledge takes us, as God leads, we
help and minister.

(end of article)

COMPLIMENTARY MEDICINE

whereas Christian healing is to express
love by showing Jesus. This latter one is
the only way to true spiritual healing

ARE THEY ALL NEW AGEARE THEY ALL NEW AGEARE THEY ALL NEW AGEARE THEY ALL NEW AGE
PRACTISES?PRACTISES?PRACTISES?PRACTISES?

The New Age movement is often de-
fined as the Self-Help movement, which
incorporates many philosophies, reli-
gious beliefs and spiritual experiences.
There are bound to be many definitions
including or excluding certain aspects
depending upon the individual. I should
be safe in saying that there is an empha-
sis upon self-awareness brought about
by expressions of love. This self-help
from the power within brings about a
transformation or spiritual awareness.
The Christian emphasis is on power
from above sanctifying us and restoring
us into a right relationship with God
through Jesus. Even when God fills you
with the power of the Holy Spirit, you
are still told by him to look up/outward
to God.

We do need to believe in ourselves in
the sense of self worth, thinking posi-
tively about our abilities, stretching our-
selves and being assertive, but where
this changes to a belief in personal spiri-
tual power then it needs to be carefully
looked into.

This belief in the power within is a
common thread through all the therapies
and remedies looked into with the ex-
ception of Remedial Massage and possi-
bly, Aromatherapy depending on who is
practising it. I would therefore conclude
that there are certain New Age beliefs
held by all those practitioners I inter-
viewed who had spiritual beliefs, even
by those who objected to the title. This
does not by itself mean they are not
Christians.

The whole of mankind are capable of
good and loving acts, but no matter how
good we are we can never walk with
God without placing our lives in Jesus
Christ. That is why Jesus was sent, so we
can be freely forgiven and walk with him
by his grace (undeserved mercy and
blessing) alone. We then obey God first
out of love for Jesus and then out of love
for humankind (Luke 10:27). The word
sin (hamartia) does mean missing the
mark, but missing is ‘not doing the good
we know we should do’ (James 4:17).
Sin is wilful rebellion against God's plan

(Continued from page 5) for your life. The mark being missed is
God's perfection and sinlessness, and
we are all guilty of that (Romans 3:23),
hence the need for Jesus our perfect
sacrifice on our behalf (Hebrews 9:26-
27).

to be continued  in the next Quarterly

REACHOUT STORY
local church and Reachout always seeks
to work closely with local church lead-
ers. From the beginning it has been very
important to have a network of church
contacts across the country. As people
have come to Reachout for help, we
have in turn sought to 'plant' them in an
appropriate fellowship. Reachout is of-
ten simply a first point of contact lead-
ing to more appropriate ministry within
the church and even professional help
in a counselling setting.

The Future
With the advent of a new Millennium,
we are aware of numerous groups and
movements seeking to identify them-
selves with this landmark event. The
popular perception of cults is as a small
but potentially dangerous feature of the
spiritual landscape. In many instances
this kind of thinking is out of date and
much too small. They are no longer
obscure groups, or ‘tinpot operations.’
Many of them are now large and sub-
stantial, and extremely wealthy com-
pared with their, often humble, begin-
nings. It is clear that they expect to
enter the next millennium with greater
strength and influence. We must match
their growth and development and learn
to combat the modern cult in a modern
way.

(Continued from page 3)
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SURVEY
On February 2 this year, the Daily Mail
published what they called a “ground-
breaking” survey. Whether it lived up to
its billing, I am not sure but it did reveal
some interesting statistics.

1,092 people of all ages were personally
interviewed between January 5 and 9
and the summary of several of the major
categories can be found in the table
above.

There are a number of revealing things
about the survey which I believe give
clear indications of where trends are go-
ing today. First there is the very glaring
statistic that as many people believe in
the paranormal as they do in God. No
wonder we are having increasing prob-
lems with the occult and some new age
techniques.

Whereas a total of 52% believe that a
person’s spirit lives on after death nearly
half of this number (25%), feel that rein-
carnation is the life they will receive.

The other aspect that I found very inter-
esting was the amazing gap between be-
lief and experience. However, how some
of the aspects could be experi

enced is a mystery
t o me. The one statistic I
would have liked to see in this cate-
gory - reincarnation - was not recorded.

BOOKS
Two very different books to mention
this month. First Mary Humphries has
put her testimony of leaving the Jeho-

vah’s Witnesses into a small 16 page A5
booklet which is available from Mary
direct at a cost of £1.50. If interested
please write or call Mary for more infor-
mation. Her address is 52 Maes-y-Felin
Wildmill Bridgend Mid Glam CF31
1YN, tel: 01656 655460.

The other is different in every way. This
is a 400-page study produced by Greg
G. Stafford, who almost certainly is a
Jehovah’s Witness. The book title
speaks for itself - Jehovah’s Witnesses
Defended: An Answer to Scholars and
Critics. Opinions of the book range
from ‘a masterpiece’ to ‘a rehash of old
Society arguments.’ We will seek to get
hold of a copy for ourselves and we will
undoubtedly be quoting form it in future
issues of the newsletters.

(end of article)

Do you believe in? Have you experienced?

M W T M W T

The Paranormal 61% 66% 63% 12% 14% 13%

God 55% 71% 63% 13% 15% 14%

Heaven 41% 57% 49% 2% 2% 2%

Hell 26% 29% 28% 2% 2% 2%

The Devil 24% 24% 24% 4% 3% 4%

Person’s spirit lives after death 42% 61% 52% 8% 15% 11%

Reincarnation 21% 29% 25% N/R N/R N/R

Fortune Telling 24% 43% 34% 9% 19% 14%

Some can communicate with dead 25% 47% 36% 5% 12% 9%

Ghosts 34% 42% 38% 11% 14% 13%

Life on other planets 54% 45% 49% 5% 1% 3%

&
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… a training school for adult men and
women in meditation techniques and
the development of spiritual potential

The writings quoted by the Lucis Trust
are in the strictest sense not Bailey’s
because she claimed Djwhal Khul, a
Tibetan master, channeled them
through her.

This admitted channelling of course
does raise a question mark as to where
the writings really came from. If a su-
pernatural power is involved, which
Bailey admitted, what is the source of
this power? There is no proof that it
was Djwhal Khul and it could just as
easily have been some demonic spirit
masquerading as such a person. As
such, we must look with a very critical
eye at the teachings offered and the
beliefs of Alice Bailey as shown in the
following quotations.

The plan as at present sensed, and for
which the Masters are steadily working,
might be defined as follows:- It is the
production of a subjective synthesis in
humanity and of a telepathic interplay
which will eventually annihilate time.
It will make available to every man all
past achievements and knowledges, it
will reveal to man the true significance
of his mind and brain and make him
master of the equipment and will make
him therefore omnipresent and eventu-
ally open the door to omniscience. - A
Treatise on White Magic, p.403,
quoted in Time, a selection of quota-
tions from the writings of Alice A Bai-
ley, issued by World Goodwill.

Personal Meditation 1. Relax and focus
yourself in the soul. Then sound the O
M, breathing it out upon the world of
men and saying to yourself inaudibly:
“The will of God moves the world.”
This is the thought lying behind your
use of the O M. 2. Then ponder upon
the significance of time … I make the
future also by my present knowledge of
the past and the beauty of the present.
And, therefore, I am that I am. - Disci-
pleship in the New Age, Vol. I, p.210,
ibid., p.25.

(Continued on page 15)

Taken at face value the aims of the Lucis
Trust are very commendable and there is
no doubt that many genuine people are
involved with the movement. In an un-
dated information brochure, they state
that

A new and better way of life for every-
one in the world can become a reality in
our time.  Practical techniques in opera-
tion today can be learned and applied to
the fulfilment of the divine plan for
humanity.

In this article we will seek to discover
what that ‘divine plan for humanity’ is
and whether we could endorse and en-
courage such a movement.

Their basic aim is to provide the right
relationship among human beings. The
feeling is that to create the new world
order it needs the co-operation of men
and woman working together with good-
will. This would defeat the ‘forces of
materialism’ and produce a care and re-
sponsibility for each other. They usually
devote one issue a year of their World
Goodwill Newsletter to reporting on the
various ‘goodwill initiatives’ taking
place. Their 1995 issue no.3 was such an
issue and mentions such things as, the
Institute of HeartMath, Earth Charter,
Network of Peace Museums and the
Club of Budapest.

The belief is that the old world order had
gone but the new one has yet to emerge
and the interval between the two will
undoubtedly be one of tension. The four
principles on which the new world will
be established are freedom, democracy,
unity and sharing.

The shape of the new world order will
be determined by the way in which
humanity resolves a number of key is-
sues. - World Goodwill Newsletter,
1991, No.3, p.3.

This desire is very commendable but it
does leave a number of problems. How
does one deal with the central problem
of self? Looking at the world situation
today even among the work of the so
called United Nations we find man -
singular and men as a corporate country
demanding their own way without
thought or consideration for others.

As we have posed this “theological
question” it might be good to start here
with the belief system of the Lucis Trust
as to how we deal with what is wrong
with man and co-operate in bringing in
this new world order. Indeed what do
these men mean by such phrases as the
new world order?

WORLD GOODWILL

Most of their teaching pamphlets of the
Lucis Trust are distributed through the
World Goodwill. This organisation is an
international movement established in
1932 by Alice Bailey to help establish
right human relationships. Its aim is to
deliver pamphlets and newsletters all
over the world in as many languages as
possible. World Goodwill is recognised
by the Office of Public Information at
UN Headquarters and is represented at
UN briefing sessions both in New York
and Geneva.

Among the writers of “Occasional Pa-
pers” reproduced by World Goodwill
are Robert Muller, World Core Cur-
riculum, Vaclav Havel, Self Transcen-
dence, the Archbishop of Canterbury,
Dr Robert Runcie and His Holiness The
Dalai Lama, Talks given at the Global
Conference of Spiritual and Parliamen-
tary Leaders on Human Survival, and
H.R.H. The Prince of Wales, an ad-
dress to the World Conference on
“Saving the Ozone Layer”.

The definitions and “theology” of the
Lucis Trust is gleaned from their publi-
cations. A full list is recorded at the end
of the article and any direct quotes are
acknowledged in the text. However, as
most of these pamphlets are either
adaptations of or the direct work of
Alice Bailey we need to say a little
about her.

ALICE BAILEY
1880-1949

Bailey came in the tradition of Madame
Blavatsky’s Theosophical Society al-
though rejected by many of its
“purists.” She started the Arcane
School in 1923, which the Lucis Trust
now support generally. The information
leaflet of the school describes it as,
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hammed and others are all manifesta-
tions of the Christ.
There is also much talk of the return of
Christ being imminent but it is also ex-
plained that it is not really a return as we
understand the word because he never
really left us.
A truth hard for the orthodox thinker
of any faith to accept is the fact that
Christ cannot return because He has
always been here upon our Earth, watch-
ing over the spiritual destiny of human-
ity; He has never left us but, in physical
body and securely concealed (though
not hidden), He has guided the affairs of
the Spiritual Hierarchy. - The Reappear-
ance of Christ, p.6.

Therefore, the return is only a re-
appearance of the Christ.
The announcement that his physical
reappearance was immanent came in
1945. Nevertheless, it is apparent that
that He will only come when man has
accomplished certain things upon the
earth. (See Man’s Responsibility). The
two major hindrances that man needs to
change are the inertia of the average
religious man and the lack of money. A
great emphasis is placed on this latter
fact with many suggestions of how to
overcome the severity of finance.

to be continued in the next Quarterly

running like a golden thread through
all the world faiths and Scriptures and,
relating these world Scriptures to some
central source of emanation, they are
found in rich abundance everywhere. -
Preparation for the Reappearance of
the Christ, p.3.

We are also able to receive on-going
revelation.
Always the Saviour, the Avatar or the
World Teacher issued forth from the
secret place of the Most High and
brought to man fresh revelation, fresh
hope and a fresh incentive towards
fuller spiritual living. - The New World
Religion, p.7.

What is significant though is that there
are more direct quotes from the Bible
than from any other “scripture” and yet
almost without fail they are taken to-
tally out of context.
For instance Colossians 1:27 is taken to
mean that Christ is in everyone not just
these who have deliberately received
Him (The Reappearance of Christ, p.2).
And Galatians 3:26 to mean we are all
children of God and not just those who
have come through faith in Jesus (The
New World Religion, p.6)

GOD
The writings clearly show belief in God
but that God can be called by any name
that a man chooses. Whether that God
is within us or within the universe, it
does not matter, but Bailey states that
there is a greater emphasis today that
God is in everyone and we are not to
take it to mean a “Person.”

CHRIST
As we have quoted above Bailey’s idea
of Christ is “a presence” that is in ev-
eryone. Christ also does not refer to the
Jesus Christ but any messenger or
Avatar.
An Avatar, or a Christ, comes forth for
two reasons: one, the inscrutable and
unknown Cause prompts Him so to
do, and the other is the demand or the
invocation of humanity itself. An
Avatar is consequently a spiritual
event, coming to us to bring about
great changes or major restorations, to
inaugurate a new civilisation or to re-
store the “ancient landmarks” and lead
men nearer to the divine. - Preparation
for the Reappearance of the Christ,
p.5.

This means of course that Buddha, Mo-

TEACHING

The teaching of Bailey’s that is recorded
in the World Goodwill literature could
be summed up as follows

There is a Divine Plan for this world.
World servers are the leaders on earth
that fulfil this Plan.
The reappearance of “the Christ,” the
Lord Maitreya is imminent.
World Goodwill put it like this
It is a well established and accepted fact
that there is an intelligent spiritual di-
rection of humanity. Three basic state-
ments comprise the simplest expression
of the ancient concept of a divine plan.
1) That there is a great and divine plan.
That this universe is not a “fortuitous
concurrence of atoms”, but is the work-
ing out of a great design or pattern.
Race after race of human beings, each
civilisation and culture has seen human-
ity step forward a little further in its
manifestation. 2) That a Spiritual Hier-
archy guides humanity in the working
out  of the plan. Down the ages teachers
and rishis have come forth from this
spiritual centre to enable mankind to
take its next evolutionary step. In the
West this is known as The Doctrine of
the Coming One, and in the Eastern
teaching The Doctrine of Avatars. 3)
That the head of the Hierarchy in the
present world period is the Christ, and
the Senior Members are the Masters of
the Wisdom. Known as the World
Teacher or the Lord Maitreya in the
Orient, and under other names in other
religious faiths, the Christ provides in-
spirational guidance for the whole of
humanity. - Preparation for the Reap-
pearance of the Christ, p.2.

Interestingly, in her writings, Alice Bai-
ley quotes much Scripture and uses reli-
gious phrases but what does she mean
by them and how are they interpreted
today? Are the teachings of the Lucis
Trust biblical and Christian? We will
seek to compare some of the major
teachings and will start with Scripture.
We should mention that the Trust claims
to have no specific creed but certain
beliefs are written about many times.

SCRIPTURE
No one set of “scriptures” is above an-
other all can be used equally.
This doctrine of Mediators, of Messiahs,
of Christs and of Avatars can be found

(Continued from page 14)
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This article is based on Open The Door,
Kingsway 1996, and Don’t Close The Door,
Reachout Trust, 1991

[A special offer to purchase these two
books will be found in the enclosed
leaflet.]

This is the final part of our article on
Witnessing to the cults. So far we have
dealt with “Know the Lord,” “Know our
faith” and last issue we looked at
“Know our enemy.” This final part
looks at,

KNOW OURKNOW OURKNOW OURKNOW OUR
WEAPONSWEAPONSWEAPONSWEAPONS

We are in a spiritual battle and the
weapons we need must also be spiritual.
Ephesians 6:12 tells us aptly,
For our struggle is not
against flesh and blood,
but against the rulers,
against the powers, against
the world forces of this
darkness, against the spir-
itual forces of wickedness
in the heavenly places.

Please note that the Lord knows that at
times it will be a ‘struggle’. You cannot
be in a battle without feeling the heat
from time to time. Be encouraged that
the Lord understands what you go
through but then take clear note that our
fight is not against ‘people’ but the
‘spiritual powers’ of supernatural evil.
That would be very daunting if the Lord
left it there but He does not.

Full ArmourFull ArmourFull ArmourFull Armour

Ephesians 6:13 begins ‘therefore’ which
is a hinge word. In other words, you
cannot separate verse 12 and 13 they are
joined together. Verse 12 tells us we are
in the battle against supernatural evil but
verse 13 tells us God has provide every-
thing we need to be protected in this
battle.

The armour has been provided and we
can be fully clothed. Do note that this is
not literal armour and you cannot put it
on every morning; in any case when did
you take it of? This armour is a clear
understanding of different aspects of the
person of Jesus Christ – His truth, His

righteousness, His gospel etc. We are
protected in Christ and as we abide
there, we are safe. We can go out and
stand against the enemy because of the
armour. However, as they say, there is
more.

PrayerPrayerPrayerPrayer

In the space we have here I want to
jump to verse 18, ‘with all prayer…’
This I believe is one of the most vital
weapons in the armoury and without
understanding and being involved in
with this vital weapon much of our
witnessing will be to no avail. Most of
what I could say here I have already
said in ‘Open the Door’ and so I will
quote just a couple of paragraphs on the
whole subject of prayer.

Probably the most helpful picture of
prayer is a circle. The Lord sits at the
top of the circle and begins to express
his will and the circle begins to be
drawn. We sit at the bottom of the
circle and if we are listening for the
voice of the Lord and respond we will
pray out from God's heart. The circle is
then completed and returns fulfilled to
God. Daniel is an example of this. He
realised the will of God was for the
people to go back to their land after the
captivity and he knew the time was
right. This did not mean that he just
sat back and said, 'That is fine. God has
said it. He will do it'. He completed the
circle by praying three times a day until
the thing was done. There will be peo-
ple in the cults whom God wants to
reach and he will remind us of them so
we can pray for as long as necessary.
Circumstances will be revealed to us
and the Lord will show what he wants
to do. We need to co-operate with him
and pray the matter to a conclusion. -
Open The Door, p.81.

We must never forget that we are in a
battle with our spiritual enemy, not with
the person we are talking to. This
means that the warfare should be under-
taken in the spiritual realms and not
with the people concerned. The condi-
tion of the cultists we are dealing with

is aptly expressed by 2 Corinthians 4:4,
'. . . the god of this world has blinded
the minds . . .'. If we are to see them
released, then the battle of the mind has
to be won.
Pray constantly for the cult members
in your area. Pray especially when you
know people are coming; and pray for
people you know by name. If they live
next door lay hands on the wall but do
not walk round the house six times if
it's semidetached (remember Jericho!).
I remember a local prayer meeting a
few years ago. The house at the bottom
of the garden belonged to a Jehovah's
Witness elder and the Lord gave us the
desire to pray very strongly for him.
The following Saturday I noticed some
Witnesses in our road and as they never
knock at my door I went out to mend
the garden gate! A friendly good morn-
ing stopped them in their tracks and
before long we were sitting in my front
room. After an hour or more of good
conversation I asked for the address to
send them some more information. I
nearly shouted 'Hallelujah!' when one
of them told me he lived in the very
house we had been praying for. I still
believe the Lord wants to work in that
family. - Open The Door, pp.83/84.

It is God that needs to do the work; we
need to make use of the weapons that
He has given us. Never let us think that
our ‘gift of the gab’ or even understand-
ing of the cults will save people - that is
God’s work.
Whenever you get to the end of a series
like this you can be left with the impres-
sion that it is all over but in fact, it is
only just beginning. Now we ‘know’ we
must ‘do’. May God give us of His
grace to reach those in the cults.      "

WITNESSING TO
THE CULTS - 5
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