CELEBRATING 16 YEARS OF MINISTRY

Reachout Trustisan
international Chris-
tian ministry that up-
holds hiblical truth
and builds bridges to
people in the cults,
occult and new age.
We aim to:

Examine and reconcile with
the Christian gospel the be-
liefs and spirituality of people
within the cults, occult, new
age and all not upholding
biblical truth.

Train and equip Christiansto
explain the Christian gospel
in arelevant way.

Provide a complete service of
counselling and help to all
enquirers.

Present the Christian gospel.

Work with organisations who
will help achieve these aims.

A detailed information pack
that shows how you can be
involved in this ministry is
available from head office.

All unassigned articles are the
responsibility of Doug Harris,
Director of Reachout Trust.

Other articles may not neces-
sarily represent the Trustees’
belief in every small detail.

Requests to reprint articles, in
any form, must be made in writ-
ing to the Richmond Office.
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The Internet

When the Quarterly editorial
committee took the decision
to write a leader about the
World Wide Web we did not
realise how topical it would
be.

As| writethis article the dust
has yet to settle over the 39
cult members involved with
an Internet site, who commit-
ted suicide. As you listened
to the tragic tale of believing
there was a better future
without their bodies. As you
heard the young man thank
the leader for giving him an
opportunity to be involved in
death, you were acutely
aware of the power that such
cults have. Many possibly
had been recruited via the
Internet.

Originally | was going to be-
gin the article by underlining
the number of sites that
spread the message of the
cults, and the tragic story
above is a perfect illustra-
tion. This world-wide net-
work of computer sites that
can be accessed so simply
with a modem, a telephone
line and a computer, can be

A Course of Miracles - p.2.
Christian Science - p.4.

Martial Arts - p.5.

Watch The Tower - p.6.
Truth Restored - 11 - p.8.
Witnessing to Cults - 1 - p.12.

the means of brining young
and old into the bondage of
the cults.

Another example was re-
ported in The Mormon
publication Church News
on 1 March 1997. One
headline read, ‘ Church
enters the Wrld
W de Web
“careful ly and ne-
t hodi cal | y”. Amidthe
report we discovered the
following statistics. In the
week beginning 2 Febru-
ary, when the church added
family history information
to their site, they received
nearly 90,000 visitors. The
averageweekly visitsisbe-
tween 50-60,000. They
discovered that they’'d re-
ceived visitors from 93 dif-
ferent countries. The top
country was obviously
USA and Britain was fifth
inthelist.

A third exampl e of the dan-
gers came from an article
in Focus magazine March
1997. It was reporting on
the way that witches were
using the personal com-
puter. Part of it read,

Witches from all walks of
life can be found surfing
the net at high tide...
Search their hard-drives
and you’ll be sure to find a

vast database of cures, rituals
and spells... Witches make
no distinction between
white and black magic. In-
stead they believe that the
spell-caster is subject to the
power and influence of the
spell cast. If it is a spell for
good, then good will re-
bound on them... If, on the
other hand, it’s one of those
nasty wicked... spells, then
the three-fold return law says
it will rebound back to spell-
caster.

Most major cults and many
minor ones now have excel-
lent sites. With the money
to develop the technology
they can produce, all-
singing, all-dancing sites,
that are attractive, multi-
media presentations.

There are also a number of
‘anti-cult’ sites if you will
pardon the expression. Ours
is one of them and we are
certainly seeking to develop
our pages. If anyoneisqual-
ified and able to assist in
this please let us know as
we want our site to be of the
highest quality in order to
help combat the inroads that
some of the other sites are
making.

There is no doubt that even
at the moment we are mak-
(Continued on page 3)
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The Upside-Down World of
“A Course Of Miracles”™

This is the fina part of the article that
was first published in the Christian
Sentinal, PO.Box 11322, Philadelphia,
PA 1913, USA, Soring 1995 and is re-
produced with their permission.

Misguoting seems to be systematic of A
Course in Miracles. Misquoting the
Bible and taking it out of context seem
to be par for the Course. For example, in
the Preface, page xii, it states that, onl y

mnds can really join, and
whom God has joined no man

can put asunder and specifically
references the Text, page 356. But on
that page we read,

God's Son is one. Whom God has joined
as one, the ego cannot put asunder.

Not only is this a direct misguoting of
the text, but the context is different.
Furthermore, this is just one example of
many feeble attempts to sound Christian
in nature. Certainly this reference is a
distortion of Matthew 19:6 where Jesus
said, clearly talking about marriage,
therefore what God has
joined together, let nan
not separat e. Thetwisted interpre-
tation of God's word in the Bible is
characteristic of most cults.

Clearly one of the most despicable as-
pects of the Course is the wholesale
attack on Jesus Christ by redefining who
He is. Although many false religions
lower Christ's position from that of deity
to just a mere person, the Course goes
one step further. It reduces Jesus to that
of a ‘term,” an ideology, the so-called
Christ Consciousness (whereby one can
be like God by getting over his or her
spiritual amnesia, achieving this enlight-
enment through various methods like
meditation). It states:

The name of Jesus is the name of one
who was a man but saw the face of Christ
in all his brothers and remembered God.
So he became identified with Christ, a
man no longer, but at one with God.
The man was an illusion. And Christ
needed his form that he might appear to
men and save them from their own illu-
sions. - Manual/Clarification of Terms 5.

Of course, the Bible teaches that Jesus
Christ is God incarnate and came into
the world to save man from sin, not from

illusions. The Course, however, denies
that sin exists in the world. This point
cannot be overemphasised. The Course
also dismisses the reality of death and
the devil. The Course teaches that there
is only error, and error can be cor-
rected. Without sin, there is no guilt,
and thus one can achieve peace of
mind. Thisisthe Miracle. The ramifica-
tion of this denial of sin is that man's
atonement through the blood of Jesus
Christ on Calvary is effectively elimi-
nated. Indeed, who needs a Saviour to
save usfrom imagined evils? Striking at
the very essence of the cross, the
Course boldly states that

the crucifixion did not establish the
Atonement; the resurrection did. Many
sincere Christians have misunderstood
this.

More to the point, it states,

sacrifice is a notion totally unknown to
God - Text 3.

Thisis blasphemous.

The Course continues to malign Christ
on various levels. It impugns the Christ
that Christians have accepted into their
hearts and lives, as well as belittling its
own ‘illusionary Christ.” Discussing
Chrigt, it states:

It is possible to read his words and
benefit from them without accepting
him into your life - Manual, Clarifica-
tion of Terms 5.

The Course preachesits very own fabri-
cated ‘Jesus’, and yet contradicts itself
by downplaying hisimportance! It even
has the audacity to proclaim that it is

Christian in statenent -
Pr ef ace, ix.

During a second session with the group,
while others were reading aloud from a
section called The Choice for Comple-
tion, | silently read on. | discovered
what | thought to be something sexual
in nature. My suspicion was soon con-
firmed when the group came upon this
particular section. Karen started a dis-
cussion about the exchanging of power
in relationships between men and
women. Then she got sexually explicit,
and as | sat there aghast, Karen spewed

by Paul Architetto

forth some profanity which really
spiced things up. | was shocked!

After completing the group reading,
Sayings from the Course, and sharing
time, Karen suggested group medita-
tion. She whimsically stated that she
was hot sure if she could ‘get a channel
tonight’ but here goes. With meditation
being more evil than television but just
asdumb, | knew to start praying heavily
at his point. Karen asked everyone to
close their eyes, relax, and then led the
group on some ten minute astral jour-
ney. She started the trek by telling ev-
erybody to focus on a ball of light
above their heads. She ended up with
everyone sitting around God's feet.

| silently prayed the entire time, ignor-
ing the evil nonsense around me. |
prayed for protection from evil. |
prayed that Jesus of Nazareth would
reveal himself and deliver these people
from their bondage. After the demonic
crescendo had passed, | actualy felt
refreshed from fellowshipping with the
true Lord of the universe.

Finally, everyone stood up and joined
hands in a circle. There was prayer for
miracles in the upcoming week. Then
the group drew closer, everyone resting
their arms atop of everyone else's shoul-
ders. Names were called out as there
was prayer for healing for the friends
and family of the group. Wanting to
have a little fun, | yelled out ‘Gus!’
(Gusis a friend's dog who had recently
been stung in the nose by a bee after
attacking a hive). | figured that Gus the
dog would not be opened up for any
spiritual attack by me naming him. |
nearly lost my composure at the thought
of this mockery of their ‘holy circle.’
When it was all over, hugs were going
around. | tried to maintain my distance.
But Karen made sure to get me, saying
| had to get one since | came out, and
‘everyone gets a hug.’

A Course in Miracles is a New Age
religion that claims to have al of life's
answers. Unfortunately, thereis nothing
new under the sun. [Ecclesiastes 1:9] Its
followers have embraced the same old
lie from Satan, that they can be like

(Continued on page 10)
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(Continued from page 1)
LEADER

ing a small impact as our email re-
sponses show and | know others in the
field report the same encouraging signs.

One of the main reasons we wanted to
highlight this matter isto ask you to take
this whole area on as a matter of prayer.
There are many sites that carry material
that is anti-christian but to ignore the
Internet because of that is giving ground
to Satan. We want to see raised up, a
network of sites that carry the positive
message of the gospel as well as the
warning of the danger of the cults.
Please will you make this a matter for
prayer and do contact us if you fed that
you can be involved in this adventure in
anyway.

Other interesting things have happened
in relation to the Internet. At the end of
February | received an e-mail from
someone calling himself ‘The Liberal
Elder’. Apparently still an elder within
the Jehovah's Witnesses he has set up his
web pages to comment on the problems
on the ban on blood. Some of the infor-
mation on these pages we will comment
on in our regular Watch the Tower’
pages in this issue and the next. In this
e-mail he says,

A growing nunber of Wt-
nesses, including nany el-
ders, oppose the bl ood ban,
and are now advocating
change from within the
organi zati on.

(end of article)
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BUDDHI SM
| N BRI TAI' N

Buddhism is one of the fastest growing
religions in the West, and one of the
largest influences in our society. There
are a possible six reasons why Western
people are turning to Buddhism:

1. A negative experience of Christian-
ity. It's either been forced on them as
children, or it is seen to be and experi-
enced asirrelevant (it doesn't work).

2. Bad family experiences that find the
idea of a loving, caring Father God
difficult to accept.

3. Itisvery experientia - try it and if it
works, it must be right for you;

4., Eclectic - apick and mix religion you
can take what you want of any religion
and make it your own; nothing is neces-
sarily wrong;

5. No accountability to a God, no
judgement, no fear;

6. It is mystical, spiritual and aterna-
tive. It fills the spiritual vacuum of our
post-modern, post-Christian materialis-

Doug’s Diary

Doug Harris will be involved in train-
ing at the following seminars. Others
may have also been added since publi-
cation. If you are interested in attend-
ing please ring Head Office for further
details. Those marked * may have a
restricted attendance.

If there is not one near you but you feel
that your area would benefit from one,
why not talk with us about organising
it. Contact Head Office for our infor-
mation leaflet on seminars.

JUNE
1 Dagenham
3 Moorlands Bible College *
10-11 Liskeard Cornwall
13 Wolverhampton
14 WARLEY TRAINING DAY
17 Sudbury
27  Richmond
28  Southampton

tic society. There are many New Age
practices that have roots in far eastern
Mysticism and Buddhism.

There is much within Buddhism that we
could agree with, many of the basic
undergirding philosophies are good and
commendable but ultimately we need to
ask ourselves do they lead to eternal
life, that for which we were created?

Britain has a great variety of Buddhist
groups and communities, far more than
in any one Buddhist country. No one
order has a predominance in the West,
although there is a more general famil-
iarity with Theravada Buddhism due to
the influence of the British Empire in
countries like Sri Lanka (Ceylon) and
Myanmar (Burma). The Pali Canon was
the first Buddhist scriptures to be trans-
lated into English.

The last 20 years has seen a fourfold
increase in Buddhist Centres in the UK
of which Asian Buddhists form only a
small part. The number of centres does
not give any idea of the number of
members, as each group has its own
membership rules. It is estimated that
there are 160,000 Western Buddhistsin
Britain. Although this is only a small
percentage of the total population the
influence of Buddhist ideas and thought
on contemporary cultural life is much
greater than these figures would sug-
gest.

Western Buddhists tend to be both more
antagonistic towards Christianity and
more evangelistic in their endeavoursto
spread their particular form of Bud-
dhism. The Friends of the Western
Buddhist Order was established in
Britain in 1967 by the Venerable Sang-
harakshita (Dennis Lingwood) who be-
lieved it was necessary to develop a
form of Buddhism adapted to the cir-
cumstances of the modern world.

(Continued on page 10)

JULY

13 Buckhurst Hill Essex
SEPTEMBER
26-30 Ireland
OCTOBER
1-5 Ireland
11 AreaDirector Day - Suffolk
18 Coventry

20-22 Manchester Area
23-25 MANCHESTER CRE
26 West London
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VWHO ARE THEY?

Christian Scientists accept the works of
Mary Baker Eddy as being authoritative
and in some cases inspired. Christian
Science is neither Christian nor Scien-
tific. The heart of its teaching is
‘healing’ and mind over matter. In her
lifetime Eddy could not prove one heal-
ing and at the end of her life even she
turned to doctors for a regular supply of
morphine. Christian Science is appar-
ently losing ground these days with a
50% decline in practitioners in recent
years. The majority of current members
are American women.

H STORY
The founder of Christian Science, Mary
Baker Eddy, was born in 1821.

Youngest of six children she lived on a
farm in New Hampshire, USA. She grew
up as a Congregationalist but rejected
the strong Calvinistic teachings as a
teenager. Her often poor hedlth, it is
said, caused her to question why the
healing's of Jesus were not manifest in
her day. Her health caused her to ex-
periment with homeopathy and hypno-
tism among other cures but nothing
worked.

She was married at 22 but her husband
died after only seven months. Her sec-
ond marriage ended in divorce. Her third
marriage was to Asa Eddy in 1877 and
he would become her first disciple.
However, it was during her second mar-
riage in 1862 that she visited Phineas
Quimby to find relief from her spinal
illness. Quimby ‘healed’ through hypno-
sis and autosuggestion and was involved
in starting other cults, such as, Unity.
The man and his methods obviously
made an impression on Eddy. At one
point she wrote to a local newspaper
comparing Quimby to Jesus Christ.

In 1866 she claimed healing from a seri-
ous injury that she was to declare later
left her with only three daysto live. The
story goes that she was miraculously
cured after reading Matthew 9:1-8 espe-
cialy verse 2.

And  behol d,
bringing to

they were
Hm a para-

CULT OVERVI EW
CHRI STI AN SCI ENCE

Ilytic, lying on a bed; and
Jesus seeing their faith
said to the paralytic,
‘ Take courage, My son, your
sins are forgiven.’

The physical healing was however in-
significant compared with the convic-
tion that she had received the revelation
of spiritua truths for which she had
longed searched. Her study led her
eventually to publish the first of her 16
writings, Science and Health - with Key
to the Scriptures [S&H], in 1875. She
claimed that God was its authority.

I would blush to write of Science and
Health with Key to the Scriptures as |
have, were it of human origin and apart
from God its author, but as | was only a
scribe echoing the harmonies of Heaven
in divine metaphysics, | cannot be super
modest of the Christian Science text-
book. - Christian Science Journal,
Jan.1901

S&H is now in 18 languages and has
been joined by other regular publica-
tions, such as, The Christian Science
Journal, first published in 1883, The
Christian Science Quarterly, 1890, and
The Christian Science Sentinel, 1898.
Many will also be familiar with The
Christian Science Monitor, a newspa-
per that was first published in 1908. It
has a daily edition in the USA and a
weekly edition in 147 other countries.
The first Christian Science church was
founded in Boston, Mass., USA on 12
April 1879. Today there are some 2,500
branches in 68 countries governed by
the Manual of the Mother Church first
published in 1895.

MAI' N BELI EFS

Hardly one mgjor Christian doctrine is
left untouched. Their Tenets, found in,
Christian Science: A Report For The
90's, p.79, need to be read closely as at
first glance some may appear Christian.

1. As adherents of Truth, we take the
inspired Word of the Bible as our suffi-
cient guide to eternal life.

2. We acknowledge and adore one
supreme and infinite God. We acknowl-
edge His Son, one Christ; the Holy

Ghost or divine Comforter; and man in
God's image and likeness.

3. We acknowledge God's forgiveness of
sin in the destruction of sin and the
spiritual understanding that casts out
evil as unreal. But the belief in sin is
punished so long as the belief lasts.

4. We acknowledge Jesus's atonement as
the evidence of divine, efficacious Love,
unfolding man's unity with God
through Christ Jesus the Way-shower;
and we acknowledge that man is saved
through Christ, through Truth, Life and
Love as demonstrated by the Galilean
Prophet in healing the sick and
overcoming sin and death.

5. We acknowledge that the crucifixion
of Jesus and his resurrection served to
uplift faith to understand eternal Life,
even the allness of Soul, Spirit, and the
nothingness of matter.

6. And we solemnly promise to watch,
and pray for that Mind to be in us which
was also in Christ Jesus, to do unto
others as we would have them do unto
us; and to be merciful, just, and pure.

Her writings clearly show however that
Eddy believed that Christian Science
was based on Scripture;

The Bible has been my only authority. |
have no other guide in ‘the straight and
narrow way’ of Truth. - S&H, p.126.

GoD

Eddy tried to say that her God was not
pantheistic, that isin everything, but her
teaching shows the contrary.

[God is] The great I Am; the all-
knowing, allseeing, all acting, all-wise,
all-loving and eternal; Principle; Mind;
Soul: Spirit; Life; Truth; Love; all Sub-
stance; Intelligence. - S&H, p.587.

JESUS CHRI ST

Christ is the ideal Truth, that comes to
heal sickness and sin through Christian
Science. Jesus is the name of the man
who, more than all other men, has pre-
sented Christ, the true idea of God
S&H, p.473.

(Continued on page 10)
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MARTIAL ARTS

This article is an abbrevi -
ated form of our new publi -
cation, A Look Into Marti al
Arts. These are available
from Reachout Trust [See
encl osed SPECI AL OFFERS
leaflet].

DEFINITION

The term Martia Arts brings diverse
reactions to people. Soft or hard? Orien-
tal philosophy or western power? Harm-
less or dangerous? What are they? All
this we aim to answer along with ques-
tions such as,

Should a Christian to be involved with
martial artsin any form?

Do those involved open themselves to
demonic spirits?

Where does the power come from?

Martial means “warfare, suited for war-
fare, appropriate for war” and Arts is
used because it embraces the whole
ethos of Eastern Philosophy. We are
receiving an al inclusive spiritual and
physical training for warfare.

BACKGROUND

There are many different theories con-
cerning the origin of the Martial Arts but
in general the following is accepted.

¢ Traces of martial arts lead back to
the earliest civilisationsin India

» The religious philosophy of martial
artsis based on | - Ching [a book of
divination dated around 2700 BC]

* By 1000 BC they were well estab-
lished in China

 About 540 A.D. Bodhidharma
brought Buddhism to China. He de-
veloped a system of exercises known
as | - Chin Sutira which brought the
philosophical principles of Zen to
martial arts and so developed a
weaponless form of fighting.

* Sometime after this came the divi-
sion into soft and hard arts.

Hard martial arts are based on the exter-
nal school of Buddhism and soft arts on
the internal school of Taoism.

Doug Harris

CATEGORISING

The soft martial arts are Chi Kung
(chee goong), Hsing | (sing gee), Pa
Kua(bagiva), Tai Chi (tie chee).

By country the list of martial arts, al-
though not exhaustive, is as follows:

JAPAN & OKINAWA - Aikido, Aiki-
Jutsu, Judo, Ju-Jutsu, Karate, Okinawa-
Te, To-De, Shintai-Do, Kendo, Ken-
Jutsu, laido, lai-Jutsu, Kyudo, Katori
Shinto Ryu, Kobudo: (Jo-Do, Bo-Jutsu,
Kama, Nunchaku, Tambo, Manriki-
Kusari, Sai, Tanto-Jutsu), Nin-Jutsu,
Shorinji Kempo, Kiai-Jutsu, Sumo.

KOREA - Hwarang-Do, Tae Kwon
Do, Hapkido, Kong Soo Do, Kuk Sul,
Shim Gum Do, Tang Soo Do.

CHINA - Kung-Fu: Chuan Fa Or Wu-
Shu, Wu-Te, Wing Chon, Tai Chi
Chuan.

INDIA - Vadha or Vara Vashta,
Kaaripayit.

THAILAND - Thai Kick Boxing.
VIETNAM - Viet Vo Dao, Kung Fu.

PRINCIPLES

The soft arts all work on the same
principles. Are these principles opening
a person up to a foreign ‘spiritua’
power? Is this power able to control me
and if soisit for good or bad? Are there
any principles that clearly show that
martial arts are incompatible with
Chrigtianity?

Answers may apply differently in the
various practices. But if wrong princi-
ples are there, evenin asmall way, they
could still have a ‘spiritual’ effect.
Many believe there is a ‘spiritual’ or
inner dimension.

More important, though, the soft arts
lead you to new levels of self-knowledge
and awareness, and teach you how your
body relates to your mind and to your
inner being, your soul. - The Book of
Soft Martial Arts, Howard Reid, 1994,
p.9.

THE KI TO LIFE?
The Bible tells us that human beings

were made from the dust of the earth,
and that our spirit (God's breath) gives
us life. The combination of the two gives
each person their own individuality re-
ferred to as soul, heart or mind.

Most of man's time on earth is given to
looking after his body but some try to
find the key to spiritual life. In the Mar-
tial Arts the basic philosophy and power
source is ‘Ki’, pronounced key but spelt
in avariety of ways!

Different Spiritualities often refer to
their ‘power base’ as coming from the
‘belly’ and tell similar stories about par-
ticular experiences and feelings that
seem to emanate from the stomach.

Our human spirit which emanates from
God, and will return to Him, is given to
us in order that we may know God, who
is Spirit, and have a spiritual relationship
with Him both now and then for ever
after we physically die. Having said that,
we can see that man can open himself up
to receive spiritual input from God or
Satan.

The ‘world view' behind the Martial
Arts is based on and in, Taoism, Hin-
duism, Zen Meditation and Buddhism.
The philosophy underlying al these is
one of seeking to yoke or join the human
spirit to the universal spirit.

As can be seen even from looking at the
names of the various martial arts, Ki or
Chi plays avita part. It can, potentially,
have an affect, whatever martial arts we
are involved in. We should therefore
know what we are involved with.,

Talking about soft martial arts we read,

Deeply rooted in Eastern culture, they
are all devoted to developing and balanc-
ing your inner energy (called Chi - or Qi,
the new revisionist spelling - by the Chi-
nese), in order to gain greater control
over your destiny, and to achieve a hap-
pier, better balanced life. - Reid, p.16.

And again, in broader terms,

Many people... will begin to scoff at even

(Continued on page 11)
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wATCH THE B oWER

The‘Liberal Elder’s' pages can be found
on the World Wide Web at http://
www.visiworld.com/starter/newlight/
homel.htim. As we do not know his
identity we must assume what he saysis
true and it is not some sort of con trick.
However even if these pages were writ-
ten by someone who is anti Jehovah's
Witness the arguments within them are
sound and compelling.

The pages begin with the following ex-
planation,

Clearly, as Jehovah's Witnesses the Bibli-
cal perspective is the paramount issue.
Just how compelling of a case can be
presented for a scriptural injunction re-
garding the use of blood? The word
“blood” occurs 540 times in the Bible. It
is not practical nor necessary for us to
review every verse where this word oc-
curs. We will instead focus attention on
those texts that have been used in sup-
port of the doctrine, as well as a few other
relevant verses that appear relevant. We
will attempt to be brief and focus atten-
tion on the most relevant points. We
have by no means endeavored to be ex-
haustive.

BIBLE ALONE

This attitude is not one that Jehovah's
Witnesses take very often. Looking at
the Bible in one hand, without Watch-
tower publications in the other hand, is
very rare. What is also interesting is to
note the outcome. As soon as someone
studies Scripture alone, they take a view
that differs from that of the organisation.

What are some of the points he makes
with regard to Scripture, especialy the
New Testament quotation in Acts 15:21?

James himself states that these four in-
junctions were issued because the Torah
was read in Jewish synagogues every Sab-
bath (Acts 15:21)... The four require-
ments listed in Acts 15:20,29 are exactly
the same as the compulsory rules for
foreigners living in ancient Israel, and are
listed in the same order (Lev 17:1 to
18:27)...The words themselves are not in
the form of a command, as a number of
Greek experts have emphasized. This fact

alone undermines the Societies argu-
ment completely... Later, James repeated
that the letter was sent to avoid stum-
bling Jewish Christians, and recom-
mend that Paul perform a Jewish ritual
for the same reason. Abstaining from
eating blood was then no more a Chris-
tian obligation than performing a Jewish
ritual was. (Acts 21:23-25)... Paul em-
phasized in his letter that the Christian
freedom gave them a right to eat meat
offered to idols, one of the things explic-
itly mentioned in Acts 15. However,
even Paul noted that to avoid stumbling
weaker brethren they should abstain (1
Co 8:1,4,7)... Jesus stated that nothing
coming from outside the body could
defile a person, which would necessarily
include meat with blood in it (Mr 7:15).

A clear presentation that as is stated,
undermines the Watchtower argument.

EARLY CHURCH FATHERS

Not only do the Watchtower Bible &
Tract Society twist Scriptural meaning
but they also twist the writings of the
Early Church Fathers. The ‘Elder’
makes a very interesting comment on
these writings and their use by the Soci-
ety.

The Society finds it useful here to appeal
to certain early Christian writings. This
is surprising since it teaches that the
great apostasy occurred right after the
death of the apostle John, and it always
refuses to accept the word of the
Church Fathers as authoritative on any
other question. Moreover, those who
investigate these writings find that there
was hardly ever agreement on any ques-
tion, not even on the essentials. This is
particularly noteworthy for Witnesses,
who engage in ‘trinity’-debates, and ap-
peal to these texts as historical evidence
for their position, only to experience
that their opponents find other proof-
texts showing the opposite.

Specifically here on the matter of blood
though they will quote texts such as,

Early Christians abstained from eating
any sort of blood. In this regard Tertul-
lian (c. 155-a. 220 C.E.) pointed out in

his work Apology (IX, 13, 14): “Let your
error blush before the Christians, for we
do not include even animals’ blood in
our natural diet. We abstain on that
account from things strangled or that
die of themselves, that we may not in
any way be polluted by blood, even if it
is buried in the meat. Finally, when you
are testing Christians, you offer them
sausages full of blood; you are thor-
oughly well aware, of course, that among
them it is forbidden; but you want to
make them transgress.” Minucius Felix,
a Roman lawyer who lived until about
250 C.E., made the same point, writing:
“For us it is not permissible either to see
or to hear of human slaughter; we have
such a shrinking from human blood
that at our meals we avoid the blood of
animals used for food.”-Octavius, XXX,
6. - Insight on the Scriptures, 1988, vol.
1, p. 346.

This is an example of a type of quota-
tion that often is found in the Society’s
‘Bible Dictionary/Commentary’ Insight
on the Scriptures. It is simply a smoke-
screen to hide the truth of what is being
taught.

The ‘Elder’ comments,

The question of blood was hardly cen-
tral to the Christian faith in the early
years. We do not find it expressed at all
as an article of faith, and the few refer-
ences the WTS has found merely docu-
ment the practice of not eating blood as
an argument against widespread accusa-
tions that Christians drank the blood of
children (probably this popular myth
originated in the ceremony of the Eu-
charist or the Lord’s Supper). It must be
observed that in none of these cases
would it have been helpful for the Chris-
tian writers to give the background for
this practice because it would have inval-
idated their argument.

It isvery interesting hearing a Jehovah's
Witness saying that their publication is
misleading its members over the issue
of the blood. It of course raises the
pertinent question of how many other
misleading statements are there in this
book that is regarded as having come
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from ‘God's mouthpiece’ ?

Developing further the whole subject of
the early manuscripts and what was
meant in them by ‘abstaining from
blood’, we read this conclusion.

So a significant number of early writers
the Society appeals to used a text indicat-
ing that when the apostles spoke of ab-
staining from blood they were talking
about murder — shedding blood — not
eating blood. It is no surprise, then, that
these writers argued that the ruling of the
council was still binding on Christians!
The Society distorts the evidence when it
appeals to Cyprian and Tertullian to sup-
port its interpretation of the apostolic
council. Therefore when some early writ-
ers said they abstained from blood, this
had nothing to do with the text of Acts
15, because as far as they knew it was
forbidding murder, not the eating of
blood. It is evident, of course, that the
practice of not eating blood, at least
among some early Christians, was based
on the early decree from Jerusalem to
avoid upsetting the Jews. But there is no
explicit Biblical prohibition, merely a cul-
tural development.

Once again a phrase jumps out at you,
‘The Society distorts the evidence.’ |
have never heard a Jehovah's Witness
say that before and again it opens up a
minefield of unexploded ‘distortions’ to
be uncovered by any willing enough to
check them out.

| wonder if our ‘Liberal Elder’ has
worked out that if the Society distorted
the evidence here then they can no
longer be counted as reliable. Once it is
evident that this has happened in one
place then every argument becomes sus-
pect and needs to be scrutinised. They
can no longer be the organisation that
preaches ‘The Truth'.

EARLY HISTORY

We have looked at the New Testament
Biblical texts and the Early Church Fa-
thers and we will end this article with a
look at the early writings of the Watch-
tower Bible & Tract Society itself. What
is interesting is the fact that the whole
blood issue is another change of heart
for the Society, or should that be that
God changed His mind?

The current application of certain Bible
texts, notably Acts 15:28,29, to support a
blood prohibition for Christians was not
shared by our founder, Charles Taze Rus-

sell. In a commentary about the apos-
tolic council of Acts 15, Russell said:

He [James] further suggested writing to
them merely that they abstain from pol-
lutions of idols (verse 29), and from
things strangled and from blood — as by
eating such things they might become
stumbling blocks to their Jewish
brethren (See 1. Cor. 8:4-13) — and from
fornication" (Zion’s Watch Tower, Nov.
15, 1892, p. 1473 reprints)

So even though blood transfusions were
not yet in use, Russell was clear that he
does not even consider the dietary law
on blood as binding for Christians.

After Russell’s death the Society gradu-
ally changed its view. The Watchtower
of Dec. 15, 1927, page 371, hinted
strongly that the “blood prohibition” in
Genesis 9:4 applies to all men. Never-
theless, as long as only dietary law was
being considered, this was not a contro-
versial question.

Things began to change in the 1950’s as
the following shows.

THE WATCHTOWER of July 1, 1951,
p. 414, in an extended "Question from
Readers" column, argued strongly that
JWs must abstain from blood transfu-
sions. In light of the obvious fear of legal
responsibility, the remark preceding the
section is interesting:

"A recent court case in Chicago involv-
ing Jehovah's Witnesses and their stand
concerning blood transfusions caused
widespread comment in the public press
and among the people generally. Many
questions were raised. The following
were most frequent, and came from vari-
ous localities."

The blood prohibition gradually became
an institution. A long series of rules and
regulations concerning blood has been
issued over the years, of which these are
examples:

JWs are obliged to check with their
butcher if there is any chance that the
meat sold comes from animals not prop-
erly bled. Further, they will have to find
out which words are used for blood
products in their local area, and check
with the manufacturer if in doubt. (The
Watchtower, Nov. 1, 1961, p. 669) The
JW must ensure that fish is properly
bled (ibid.) JWs cannot feed their pets
with food that contains blood, neither
can a pet receive a blood transfusion

(The Watchtower, Feb. 15, 1964, p.
127) JWs cannot allow a leech to feed on
their own blood (The Watchtower, June
15, 1982, p. 31)JWs cannot use fertilizer
containing blood (The Watchtower, Oct.
15, 1981 p. 31) A JW owning a store is
not allowed to sell blood products (The
Watchtower, July 15, 1982, p. 26)JWs
can not store their own blood before an
operation (The Watchtower, March 1,
1989, p. 31)

Add to this the fact that over the years a
number of specialized rules have been
issued specifying which blood compo-
nents are not permissible and which are
a "matter of conscience," and which medi-
cal procedures involving blood are wrong
and which are a "matter of conscience."
All of this has become quite complex for
the average Witness who often doesn't
even know which fractions are permitted
and which are not. Doctors too are often
confused and uncertain about what treat-
ments Witnesses can and cannot have.

That the Society has put teeth into their
prohibition can be seen in that if a JW
decides to save his, his spouse's or his
children's lives contrary to Watchtower
rules, he could be disfellowshipped from
the congregation.

“In view of the seriousness of taking
blood into the human system by a trans-
fusion, would violation of the Holy Scrip-
tures in this regard subject the dedicated,
baptized receiver of blood transfusion to
being disfellowshipped from the Chris-
tian congregation? The inspired Holy
Scriptures answer yes." (The Watchtower,
Jan. 15, 1961, p. 63)

In the midst of talking about the histori-
cal perspective of the blood ban, comes
an interesting statement,

A key to the development of the current
blood doctrine was the appointment of
Clayton J. Woodworth as editor of the
Golden Age Magazine. As we have al-
ready learned in the section on Quack
Medicine, Br. Woodworth used the mag-
azine as a voice to air his extraordinary
personal views on science and medicine.
It is here amidst the lunacy and paranoia
we find the seeds of the Societies blood
doctrine.

Next Quarterly we will look at these
views of Clayton Woodworth.

(end of article)
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TRUTH RESTORIED - 11

by Mike & Ann Thomas

A False Message and a
Double Standard

In speaking to Mormons we are often
charged with being ‘ contentious’, which
we are told, is of the devil. If we are
truly Christian then we will show alittle
charity and tolerance in our approach to
the Mormon church. “Why do you
attack the church?’ many ask. “We don't
attack you. We would never presume to
tear down another person's religion.
Why, then, do you do it?”’

In the Mormon book, A Marvellous
Work and a Wonder, by Legrand
Richards, under the heading A Catholic
Utterance, the story is told of a meeting
between Mormon Apostle Orson F.
Whitney and “a learned man, a member
of the Roman Catholic Church”. The
learned Catholic asserted that the contro-
versy over the true nature and authority
of the Christian faith isa straight contest
between the Catholic church and the
Mormons. Either the former was right
and enjoyed an unbroken line of apos-
tolic succession from Peter, or the Mor-
mons were right and there was a need
for a restoration. Either way all Protes-
tant claims were invalid as these all
represent schisms from Catholicism.

This is a favourite tale amongst Mor-
mons and represents very well the true
Mormon attitude to other churches. Far
from being the tolerant and understand-
ing people they claim to be, they adhere
to afaith whose very foundation is the
teaching that

all [churches] are wrong... all their creeds
[are] an abomination in the sight of God.
Those professors [are] all corrupt. They
draw near to me with their lips, but their
hearts are far from me, they teach for
doctrines the commandments of men,
having a form of godliness, but they deny
the power thereof - Joseph Smith-History
1:19, Pearl of Great Price.

Here is a double standard. A Mormon
will gladly give his‘amen’ to the forego-
ing. He considers himself fortunate to
have been saved from such corruption,
and when sharing his faith with his
neighbour this is the truth he will gladly

testify to. Yet when a chalenge to his
own faith arises he holds to a different
line, claiming that “we learn from each
other” and insisting upon an ecumenical
approach. But these are mutually ex-
clusive views and cannot logically be
held at the same time.

Mormons ask why we try to convert
church members who are, after al, a-
ready Christians. We might ask the
same question of Mormon missionaries.
When they meet a Christian do they
leave saying, “you already know Je-
sus’? No, because they believe that
there is no salvation outside the Mor-
mon church. We believe there is no
salvation inside the Mormon church
and so, while we are able and willing to
meet Mormons with mutual respect, we
pretend to no other view.

The following, used by permission, is
from the Sept/Oct 1995 Evangel, offi-
cial publication of Utah Missions Inc. It
was written by Robert McKay, assistant
director of UMI.

Evangelist

In the January 1995 issue of the Ensign
an article discusses the meaning of the
three Greek words euaggelistes or evange-
list, diatheke or testament, and amen
(pp.28-30). The discussion of the first
word reveals a problem in Mormonism.
The problem is an appeal to paganism
to prove the point. The word itself liter-
ally means a “proclaimer of good news.”
Thus, an evangelist in the New Testa-
ment is someone who preaches the
Gospel as his calling from God.

According to the Mormon church, “An
Evangelist is a Patriarch” (Teachings of
the Prophet Joseph Smith, p.151).
“One of the ordained offices in the
Melchizedek Priesthood is that of patri-
arch or evangelist” (Mormon Daoctrine,
p.559). “The Prophet Joseph Smith
explained that an ‘evangelist’ (as in Eph-
esians  4:11) is a  ‘patriarch™
(Encyclopedia of Mormonism, Vol.3, ra.
TRIACH, PATRIACH TO THE CHURCH). “A pa-
triarch is what is termed in scripture an

evangelist” (Gospel Kingdom, p.149).

Obviously this is not the actual meaning
of the word. Therefore the Ensign turns
to the use of the word in the temple of
Apollo, the ancient Greek sun god, in
Rhodes. Because scholars believe that in
this temple a euaggelistes (pronounced
you-ang-gel-is-tays) was someone who de-
livered oracles or prophecies to worship-
pers, the magazine says, the LDS use of
the word to designate one who gives
prophetic patriarchal blessings is proper.
The article says, “of all the meanings
attributed to the word evangelist over
the years, the Prophet Joseph Smith's
identification of this office as that of a
patriarch  who gives spiritual and
prophetic blessings to individuals still
comes closest to the meaning of this
term in its earlier known occurrence.”
Thus, the church turns not to the lexical
meaning of the word in the New Testa-
ment or to the practical meaning at-
tached to the word by the apostolic
church, but to the usage of a pagan
temple to justify its misdefinition.

This is not the first time that Mor-
monism has utilized ancient paganism
to justify its teachings. Elder Milton R
Hunter, in The Gospel Through the Ages,
declared that the LDS doctrine of eter-
nal progression was also taught by the
mystery religions which competed with
Christianity. | submit that any religion
which turns to non-Christian ideas to
support its doctrine rather than to the
Bible is not Christian, no matter what it
may claim.

America's Most Influential
People

In June 1996 Time Magazine published
a specia report listing Americas 25
most influential people. The report is
not about simple, vulgar power, but
about the creative ability to make an
impact, to influence lifestyle and think-
ing. Among the great and the ‘not-so-
great’ we discover Stephen Covey
(pronounced Kuv-ee) the ‘Human-
Potential Guru’. His Seven Habits of
Highly Effective People spent 250
weeks on the New York Times best
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seller list. The Covey Leadership Cen-
ter, founded in Provo, Utah, in 1983
with a staff of two, now employs 700
and in 1995 grossed $78 million.

Covey, 63, is a devout Mormon, has
served as a Regional Representative, as
President of the Irish Mission, as a
Bishop, and on many Church commit-
tees. His other best seller, Spiritual
Roots of Human Relations, is standard
issue in many missions of the church
and his ‘Positive Thinking' message is
amodel for Mormons everywhere.

Traditionally we think of cults as being
isolationist in their thinking. Theclassic
model is the Jehovah's Witnesses who
will have nothing to do with - anyone!
Mormons put down the burden of iso-
lationism at the turn of the twentieth
century and have been reaping the
benefits ever since. While others have
struggled in the quagmire of separation
Mormons have learned the art of court-
ing the culture around them.

If we must draw parallels then Mor-
mons are more like Mudims. Like Is-
lam, Mormonism claims exclusive au-
thority and, like Islam, it is aware of it's
public image. Like Islam, Mormonism
seeks to be ‘part of’ the community,
sitting on parish councils, standing for
Parliament, supporting moral initiatives
and even getting involved in ecumeni-
ca movements. Unlike Witnesses,
Mormons are not usually ‘in your face'.
Their message is not ‘take-it-or-leave-
it and ‘Armageddon-will-prove-us-
right'. They are subtle and easily adapt
to make themselves acceptable. Mus-
lims will happily sit on Racial Equality
Councils while Iranians are being per-
secuted and killed for becoming Chris-
tians. Mormons will happily sit on ecu-
menical councils alongside people that
their own scriptures describe as
‘corrupt professors'.

Mormonism has been described |
as potentialy the first world re-
ligion to emerge since Is- gz
lam. The paralels are g
striking and it is note-
worthy that, alongside "%
Stephen Covey, another of the
25 most influential people in the US is
Louis Farrakhan, leader of the Nation
of Islam and organiser of the Million
Man March in Washington.

I Have a Question

Is the Book of Mormon prophesied in

the Bible? There are two places where
Mormons claim the Bible speaks about
the Book of Mormon. We will look at
Isaiah 29 next time. Perhaps the most
popular text used to back up their claim
is Ezekiel 37:16-17 which reads in the
King James Bible:

Mor eover, thou son of man,
take thee one stick, and
wite upon it, For Judah,
and for the children of
I srael his conpanions: then
take another stick, and
wite upon it, For Joseph,

the stick of
for all the house of Israel
his conpanions: And Join
them one to another into
one stick; and they shall
becone one in thine hand.

Ephraim and

The argument goes that, as the sticks
are written on, they must be records of
some kind. These records are to be
brought together to become one. The
bringing forth of the Book of Mormon
through Joseph Smith is seen as fulfil-
ment of the Ezekiel prophecy. The
stick of Judah is the Bible and the stick
of Ephraim the Book of Mormon. Since
1981, when the new editions of Mor-
mon scripture were published with the
four ‘standard works of the church
cross-referenced to each other, the
sticks have been regarded as ‘one in
thine hand’. Does Ezekiel mean the
Book of Mormon and the Bible?

The word for stick is the Hebrew etz
varioudly trandlated tree, wood, stick or
rod. The prophet is told to take one etz
and write upon it “For Judah, and for
the children of Israel his companions’
and take a second etz and write upon it
“For Joseph, the stick of Ephraim, and
for al the house of Israel his compan-
ions.” The words in quotes are the
words written on the sticks (according
to the KJV) and literally mean “This etz
represents Judah” and “This etz repre-
sents Joseph”. They do not mean,
as Mormons seem to think,
. This is the record for
. Judah” and “This is
i the record for
e Joseph”. God is say-
ing the ‘sticks' repre-
sent the two kingdoms.

God is graphically showing his people
what he is going to do. In verse 20 the
sticks are clearly objects in the hand of
the prophet being held up before the
eyes of Israel, “Hold before their eyes
the sticks you have written on...” (NIV).

The Good News Bible carries the
thought very well when it says in v.17
“hold the two sticks end to end in your
hand so that they look like one stick.”
The promise of God isthat He “will take
the children of Israel from among the
heathen... And [He] will make them one
nation... and one king shall be king over
them al: and they shall be no more two
nations’ (vv 21-22). God is saying that,
just as the sticks become one in the hand
of the prophet, so the two kingdoms will
become one in the hand of God.

Has the prophecy been fulfilled? There
are key points in the remainder of the
chapter that show where we should look
for it's fulfilment. The first is that they
will have one king over them forever
who will be David (vw 22,24,25).
Clearly thisisnot literally David, who is
dead, but a descendant of David, one
who occupies David's throne. Next God
will “save them from al their sinful
backsliding, and | will cleanse them"
(v.23). God's provision for the cleansing
of sin is Jesus, the promised Messiah
who will sit on David's throne.

The last point is that God “will make a
covenant of peace with them; it will be
an everlasting covenant” - verse 26.
Jeremiah spoke of atime when God was
to make a new covenant with Israel and
Judah (Jer.31:31). In Hebrews 12:24 we
read of Jesus being the mediator of a
new covenant and, in Hebrews 13:20, we
are told his is the blood of an eterna
covenant. Paul said that “we have peace
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
through whom we have gained access by
faith into this grace in which we now
stand” (Rom.5:1-2). Thisis a Messianic
prophecy.

It is worth remembering that the first
Christians were Israelites. It is aso
noteworthy that Israel is to be called out
“from among the heathen, whither they
have gone”. As the gospel is preached
“to every nation, tongue and people’
surely there is a gathering from out of
every nation of both those who are literal
Israel and those who are Israel by adop-
tion. And, by faith, they are the true
Israel of God.

(end of article)

Summer 1997

Page 9 - Reachout Quarterly



(Continued from page 2)
COURSE MIRACLES

God, and surely they will not die (Gen.
3:4,5). They deny redity. Even a five
year old child is capable of understand-
ing the difference between good and
bad, and that evil is a rea thing. The
Bible asks,

Were is the wse man?
VWhere is the scholar? Were

is the philosopher of this
age? Has not God nade
foolish the wi sdom of this
world? - 1 Corinthians
1. 20.

A five year old can understand the sim-
plicity of the gospel, where the message
of the cross is that Jesus Christ died for
our sins (1 Peter 2:24). But the Courseis
confusing and altogether burdensome in
its complexity. The course itself is the
illusion. It has much to say about abso-
[utely nothing. With faithful study, it will
scramble your mind, turn your world
upside-down, and get you to believe the
absurd. Itisaliefrom Satan who isaliar
and the father of lies (John. 8:44). It is
intellectual as well as spiritual death to
all those unfortunate enough to be
caught in its snare.

(end of article)

(Continued from page 3)
BUDDHISM

Tibetan Buddhism is probably the
largest and fastest growing of the
schools of Buddhism in the West, and
under the leadership of the Dalai Lamait
has gained widespread attention. Here it
is often linked to other issues like poli-
tics, human rights, environment, and
world peace.

The practice of Buddhism in the West
centres around the idea of

...a fundamental shift in the way we view
ourselves and the world around us. It is
not merely an intellectual understanding,
however profound, but rather a turning
about in the very depths of our being. -
Change Your Mind - an introduction to

Buddhist Meditation, Paramananda

Surely our Christian faith should stir us
to view ourselves and the world around
us in a new and different way, to hold
everything in the light of God's Word
and His revelation through Jesus Christ.
We may try and in trying recognise the
limitations of our humanness, and re-
alise that only when we live and move
in the power of the Holy Spirit can we
achieve that for which we were created.
We cannot do it, only Christ within us
can.

© Robin Evans

Christian Centre for Buddhist
Studies

P.O.Box 74

L oughbor ough

Leics

LE113ZF

01509 234982

(end of article)

(Continued from page 4)
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE

This *Christ idea or ‘Christ conscious-
ness comes from eastern religions and
appears in many new age cults. Eddy
also makesit plain that,

Jesus Christ is not God, as Jesus himself
declared, but is the Son of God. -
S&H, p.361.

She further claims that Jesus did not
make full atonement for sin. Our effort
is till needed.

Final deliverance from error... is not
reached... by pinning one's faith without
works to another's vicarious effort...
One sacrifice, however great, is insuffi-
cient to pay the debt of sin. The atone-
ment requires constant self-immolation
on the sinner's part. That God's wrath
should be vented upon His beloved Son,
is divinely unnatural. Such a theory is
man-made. - S&H, pp.22/23.

Finally Eddy goes on to tell usthat,

His disciples believed Jesus to be dead
while he was hidden in the sepulchre,
whereas he was alive, demonstrating

within the narrow tomb the power of
the Spirit to overrule mortal, material
sense. - S&H, p.44.

JESUS AND HEALI NG

Our Master... practised Christian heal-
ing... but left no definite rule for demon-
strating this Principle of healing and
preventing disease. This rule remained
to be discovered by Christian Science. -
S&H, p.147.

The cornerstone of Christian Scienceis
healing. They aone have discovered
the secret of Jesus healing ministry.
Many testimonies can be read claiming
miraculous recovery from illness. Some
would appear genuine and this should
not surprise us. The test of something is
not whether it works but where it comes
from. There may be a power in some of
Christian Science but it certainly does
not come from God as their beliefs
clearly show. They have another Jesus
and another Gospel.

SI'N, SICKNESS, & DEATH

All these things are unreal to the Chris-
tian Scientist. We are to pretend they
are not real. Hell is the bad things
within us and effects of sin. [See S& H,
p.588.]

. . . the only reality of sin, sickness, or
death is the awful fact that unrealities
seem real to human, erring belief, until
God strips off their disguise. - S&H,
p.472.

SCRI PTURES

Eddy considered her writings were in-
spired.

No human pen nor tongue taught me
the Science contained in this book -
S&H, p.110.

Christian Science goes beyond the
Bible and seeks to restore what was
lost. It puts its own meaning into the
Scriptures.

A more detailed overview of Christian
Science is available in Cult Critiques,
along with many other groups. Avail-
able from Reachout Trust.

(end of article)
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(Continued from page 5)
MARTIAL ARTS

the mention of ki.... However, true mas-
ters in all martial arts are well aware of its
existence and many are able to demon-
strate it. Many feats of the Karate, Aikido
and Judo masters cannot be accounted
for except by explanations involving ki. -
Zen Judo - a way of life, Brian Bagot,
1989, p.111.

The evidence is that in soft martial arts
the ‘spiritua’ sideis held to be vital and
as we have seen, it is a ‘spiritual’ side
that does not come from the Living God.
If thisis true of the soft is it as equally
true of the hard martial arts?

Always more vital to karate than tech-
niques or strength is the spiritual ele-
ment that lets you move and act with
complete freedom. In striving to enter
the proper frame of mind. Zen medita-
tion is of great importance... The man
who wants to walk the way of karate
cannot afford to neglect Zen and spiri-
tual training. - Mastering Karate, Matsu-
tatsu Oyama [The All-Japan Karate Cham-
pion i1947.]

Some will counter that this is just one
man's ideas. But there are many, and
masters at that, in martial arts who
recognise the clear spiritual emphasis.
We ignore this aspect at our peril.

BREATHING

Many martia arts put heavy stress on
correct breathing and you could think
that this was a perfectly natural action.
However when you dig a little deeper
you find thisis not strictly true

According to the Chinese, Chi has a
centre or storehouse in the body known
as the Tan Tien, located about 2 inches
(5 cm) below the navel. If you are breath-
ing correctly... you can feel the Tan Tien
moving with your breath. - Reid, p.24.

The belief is that only when you are
standing correctly and your belly is re-
laxed can the chi flow properly. Sus-
tained, deliberate breathing in the cor-
rect manner is, initself, meditation.

YIN YANG

They originally referred to the dark (Yin)
side of a mountain and to the sunlit
(Yang) side. To the Chinese, Yin quali-
ties are more female, dark, solid, substan-
tial, negative, cool, and tending to move
downward. Things that are Yang are the

reverse - more masculine, light, immate-
rial, positive, warm, and tending to
move upward. People's characters can
also be interpreted according to Yin and
Yang. - Reid, p.150

Thereisacloselink between the Ki and
the Yin Yang.

The Tao is the natural law or Way of the
Universe, and at its base lies the follow-
ing progression: all things are backed by
the Shade (Yin) and faced by the Light
(Yang), and harmonized by the
“immaterial breath”, or Chi. - Reid,
p.124.

To be healthy and fit there must be a
balance of Yin and Yang. The move-
ments and especialy the breathing in
martial artsis al to this end. But when
we are dealing with adark side, can this
have anything to do with the Living
God? Again we see one of the basic
principles of all martial artsis against a
basic teaching of Chrigtianity. The two
are incompatible.

ZEN

Zen was introduced to China by a Bud-
dhist monk who had studied Buddhism
in India. Several of the quotations
above have referred to Zen or Zen Bud-
dhism as a basic principle of martial
arts and so what is it? In summary we
could say that Zen is directing the par-
ticipant toward self-realisation. In other
words to receive some form of enlight-
enment without any limitations of doc-
trines or religion. One encyclopaedia
sumsit up in four short statements,

(1) “(a) special transmission outside the
[orthodox] teaching”... (2)
“nondependence on [sacred] writings”
and (3) “direct pointing [to the] human
heart”... leading to (4) realization of
[one’s own] nature [and] becoming a
buddha” - The Rider Encyclopedia of
Eastern Philosophy and Religion, 1986,
p.442.

Zen is the peculiarly Chinese way of
accomplishing the Buddhist goal of see-
ing the world just as it is... This is called
“no-mind” (Chinese wu-hsin), a state of
consciousness wherein thoughts move
without leaving any trace. Unlike other
forms of Buddhism, Zen holds that such
freedom of mind cannot be attained by
gradual practice but must come through
direct and immediate insight (Chinese
tun-wu; Japanese satori). Thus, Zen

abandons both theorizing and systems of
spiritual exercise and communicates its
vision of truth by a method known as
direct pointing. - Microsoft Encarta,
1994, Alan Wilson Watts

This article goes on to show that the Zen
philosophy has clearly affected Eastern
arts such asthe Martial Arts.

Zen has had a strong influence upon Far
Eastern arts and crafts because its point
of view is connected with action rather
than theory and with direct vision of
nature rather than interpretation. Ac-
cording to Zen the mind serves properly
asawindow glassrather than as areflec-
tor, that is, the mind should give an
immediate view instead of an interpreta-
tion of the world.

TAO

The concept of Tao is again apparent
from anumber of the quotations we have
used. But how can we describe this
concept. As mentioned Tao, Yin, Yang
and Chi are al interrelated.

Taoism is based on very ancient beliefs
that were ‘formalised’ by Lao Tzu and
his successors between 600-300 BC.

At the heart of Taoism lies the conviction
that human beings are part of nature,
and that the key to understanding our-
selves and the world we live in is through
increasing our understanding of nature.
Tao, the Way, is that single force which
gives being, form, sense, and energy to all
things. - Reid, p.12.

The relevance of Tao to martial arts and
especially the soft variety cannot be
overestimated. Tao is the ‘al’, with the
Chi being the Way, the driving force.

To be continued in next Quarterly
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WITNESSING TO
THECUL TS

There are many Christians who want to
be able to share their faith with the cults
but, for a variety of reasons, they just do
not know how.

Some are fearful that they will be ‘out
argued’, others wonder if they can be
affected by some spirit from the cults.
Still others just have a ‘blank’ about the
whole issue. Whatever category you are
in, help is at hand.

Over the next few issues of the Quarterly
we will be teaching lessons that we have
learnt over the years, which athough
carry no ‘5 year guarantees, have
helped many to be positive and effective
in sharing Jesus with cult members.

Asthe basis for these articles we will use
two of our books, Open The Door,
Kingsway 1996, which gives detailed
teaching on how to share your faith with
the cults. And, Don't Close The Daoor,
Reachout Trust, 1991, which gives the
testimonies of those who have been
reached. By the use of these two books
we will see this subject from ‘both sides
of the door’.

[A special offer to purchase these two
books will be found in the enclosed
leaflet.]

Ovwvervieww

This initial article is to be seen as an
overview and summary. In headline
form we will mention the areas that we
will be looking at in detail in the months
ahead.

In order to share our faith with the cults
effectively | believe we need to have an
awareness of the following four aress,
know the Lord, know our faith, know
our enemy, know our weapons.

KnNnowvv the LLord

Thisis not just knowing about the Lord
but knowing Him in amanner that makes
adifference to the way we live our lives.

The Jehovah's Witness change John 17:3
to read, “Thisis eternal Life, the taking
in knowledge . . .” But we are not just to
know about or take in knowledge. We
are not just to read Scripture as the dead

letter of the law. Weread,

You search the Scriptures,
because you think that in

themyou have eternal life;
and it is these that bear
w t ness of Me - John 5: 39.

Through the Word we are to come to
know Him. His character, His actions,
His desire. We will then begin to act
towards the cults the way that Jesus
would. The people we are talking to
would see something different to what
they have at present and they would
want that ‘difference’. Former Mormon
Anne Thomas put it like this,

When | began to question and sincerely
seek the truth it was like the floodgates
opening, and within a very short time
my husband and | both came to realize
that although we had believed in Jesus
Christ and tried to follow Him, we did
not have a living relationship with
Him... Yet now, in our discussions, my
husband and | had come to realize that
something vital was missing in our
lives... ‘Who do we know who has got
it” The answer was immediate - our
Christian friend John. - Don’t Close the
Door, p.45.

KnNnovwvv our Faith

First do we really know what we be-
lieve as a Christian? If so, can we ex-
pressit in away that a cult member will
understand? Both aspects are vital.

There is no substitute for the word of
God delivered in the power and safety of
the Holy Spirit. The dead letter kills and
we should not be using it in such a way.
Teaching of the word of God should be
empowered and enabled by the Holy
Spirit, and then it will bring life. There
is no substitute for theology whatever we
are doing in the Christian life and more
so when dealing with the cults. - Open
the Door, p.65.

KnNnowvvw our
enemy
On two occasions in the New Testa-

ment we are encouraged not to be un-
aware of the schemes of the Devil.

in order that no

advant age be taken of us by
Satan; for we are not
i gnorant of his schenes. 2
Corinthians 2:11

Fi nal |y,
Lord, and

be strong in the

in the strength
of H's mght. Put on the
whol e armour of God, that
you may be able to stand
firmagai nst the schenes of
the devi l . Ephesi ans
6: 10, 11

All members of the cults are of course
blinded and deceived by Satan, al-
though in themselves are not necessar-
ily devilish. We need to be aware of
what the devil is doing and how he is
doing it so that we can have the advan-
tagein ‘battle’.

In any battle, intelligence is vital.
That's why so much money is spent on
reconnaissance aircraft and spy satel-
lites. We too should not ‘go blind’ but
know a little about the group we are
dealing with and what we are likely to
face.

KNnowvv our
wvweapons

What has God given us in His armoury
that enables and equips us in this fight?
What is available that will assist us in
the task we have before us?

We have already referred to the armour
in Ephesians 6. This is not a game
where we try and put on the armour
each morning, thisis arelationship with
Jesus Christ.

Stay tuned to this channel to find out
the answer to these and other vital ques-
tions.

(end of article)

Page 12 - Reachout Quarterly

Summer 1997



	Leader - The Internet
	Leader (cont p.1-3)
	Course of Miracles
	Miracle (cont p.2-10)
	Buddhism in Britain
	Buddhism (cont p.3-10)
	Christian Science
	Christian Science (cont p.4-10)
	Martial Arts
	Martial Arts (cont p.5-11)
	Watch the Tower
	Truth Restored
	Witnessing to the Cults

