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thanks for being there when
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Life's rather hectic what
with the General Election
campaign and everything.

Sadly, it prevents me
from contributing an article.

However, | would like to
say....

"Congratulations on your
century, Reachout.

Youve given me and

many great support and wis-

dom in reaching out to the
nation’s spiritually vulnerable

and suffering, and you have
our gratitude.

May the Lord continue to
use you greatly in the years
to come.”

Sorry, its not more, or
even original, but it is heart -
felt.

God Bless, Doug.
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Check out the following information on our Website:

P A Join up with Reachout Trust:

http://www.reachouttrust.org/joinReachout.php

Previously on  Simply the Truth:

n
http://www.youtube.com/profile?user=reachout&view=playlists

le

Resource Catalogue:

n [ http://www.reachouttrust.org/pdf/Resource.pdf

Latest News:
http://www.reachouttrust.org/allLatestNews.php

p § Donate to Reachout Trust:
http://www.reachouttrust.org/donate.php

CONTACT DETAILS

Reachout Trust 24 Ormond Road Richmond Surrey England TW10 6TH
phone & fax: 0845 241 2158
e-mail: rt@reachouttrust.org

A company limited by guarantee registered in England and Wales
A Registered Charity No. 1087085

~ ~ ~web: http://www.reachouttrust.org
, number: 4162936
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THE REACHOUT STORY

Reachout Trust is an international
evangelical Christian ministry that
upholds mainstream biblical truth
and builds bridges to those in the
cults, occult and new age. Their
logo, shown above, seeks to express
this fact. The work is accomplished
through individuals and churches
called of God to fulfil the task in
their area. Roots of the work go
back to the early
Harris was challenged while watch-
ing 35,000
entering the local Rugby Ground.
The Trust was registered with the
Charity Commissioners in June
1986.

The Story So Far

It is sobering to reflect that the
day Doug stepped out with some
tracts and a handful of friends you
started something that would grow
to national proportions. Reachout
Trust began in 1982 as a local
outreach to Jehovah's Witnesses.
From a single initiative, by a handful
of people, at a Witness convention in
Twickenham, the Trust has grown to
become a nationwide ministry to
those in the cults, the occult and the
New Age movement. Over the years
we have taken on responsibilities,
met needs and developed in ways
that were never envisaged in those
early days. No one sat down and
said, "Why don't we see if we can
achieve this?" The ministry can truly
be said to have evolved until today
we are one of the foremost Christian
groups in our field.

The first newsletter was produced
in 1984, was four pages long and
photocopied, and had a run of a few
hundred. Today's Quarterly is six-
teen pages and growing, and goes
out to several thousand individuals
and churches across the country. It
is our main organ of communication
and seeks to keep people informed
and equipped for what they face on
their doorstep or high street.

The first Reachout Convention
was held in New Malden Baptist
Church in 1984. After that it moved
to Kingstanding Elim Church until
1991, when we held it at the Wy-
cliffe Centre at High Wycombe.
Having outgrown that venue we
moved in 1996 to the Pioneer Centre
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From a

near Wolverhampton.
J e hova htandful of 'interested’ people at

that first meeting we have grown to

over a hundred attending a full
weekend of seminars every Novem-
ber. 2004 saw a landmark 20th
Convention and proved successful,
with seminars on Developing the
Ministry, Defining "Salvation", True
Christian Communion and the need
to be a peculiar people.

In 2005 we found ourselves
moving back - or is that forward?
to the significantly expanded Wy-
cliffe Centre and it has been a little
like coming home. Seminars and
workshops typically cover all the
main cults including, of course,
Mormons and Jehovah's Witnesses,
but also other groups such as the
Children of God, Freemasonry,
Moonies etc. We also provide in-
struction in dealing with the occult
and the New Age and have included
counselling workshops and teaching
on deliverance.

A landmark in the growth of
Reachout was the introduction, in
1988, of the Action Pack. This has
been a special blessing over the
years and has contributed signifi-
cantly to meeting our financial
needs. Especially gratifying has
been the fact that it provides us
with the opportunity to give some-
thing practical to those who give to
us. This partnership scheme means
that the giver is entitled to receive
regularly free or discounted
Reachout resources from books to
videos to regular publications.

The Task

Ours is a ministry of discern-
ment and apologetics and our
primary role is 'truth  -telling’. How-
ever, we have developed beyond
simply publishing and distributing
information. One area in which we

have been particularly successful
and effective is in recruiting people,

many from cult backgrounds them-

selves, to represent Reachout ‘on
the ground’, to be Reachout in their

location.

Our system of having Associates
is unique in this ministry in the UK
and is a major contributory factor in
our growth and success. These
people who represent Reachout in
their locality are a help to the local
church and a first point of contact
for those seeking the help Reachout
provides. Through their different
talents and experiences Associates
are able to provide training for the
local church, specialised insights
into the world of the cults, and
sympathetic support for those
seeking freedom and truth.

Where possible our Associates
are encouraged to work closely
together in their regions under a
regional leader who co -ordinates
their efforts and is responsible for
training, etc. Praying together,
sharing problems and ideas, and
encouraging one another builds
strength, encourages commitment
and makes Reachout a real local
resource.

Reachout continues to evolve
and we face new challenges almost
daily. Managing and training a
growing number of people, and
maintaining and enhancing the
reputation of Reachout in an in-
creasingly demanding ministry,
means finding new, more efficient
ways forward. In these challenging
times we seek to define more
clearly what we do and how we do
it. To help in this work a 'ministry
team' is being developed to look at
all aspects of the ministry, from
literature to training to how we
should respond to developments in
the constantly changing world of
the cults.

2004 saw the publication of
Should Christians Apologise , a book
that shows every Christian that
apologetics is something we all
need to learn, and that equips
every Christian to begin that proc-
ess of learning and gaining in
confidence in their witnessing. The
Reasoned Defence series of book-
lets begin to address some of the

Page 3 - Reachout Quarterly 100




key issues Christians might meet
and have proved a handy reference
tool. We also re -published Audrey
Harper's testimony book Dance With
the Devi/ , a harrowing account of
one person's experiences in the
occult. It has been controversial,
and we have had our critics, but we
feel it is important that people like
Audrey have the opportunity to tell
their story, and important that
others hear them. We also continue

to find popular Doug Harris' Jeho-
vah's Witnesses, Their Beliefs and
Practices as well as, Mormonism, a
Gold - Plated Religion , the definitive
British books on these groups. A full
catalogue is available for download.

In 2004 we also saw an increase
of 30.8% in the number of people
reached. Much of this is accounted
for by the continuing development of
our web site. A new version of the
web site was produced in 1994 and
has proved very popular. Our pres-
ence on the world -wide-web can
now be said to make a significant
difference in the number of people
we can reach. 1998 saw us reach
104,746, whilst 2001 saw this figure
increase to 188,337. In 2003 we
reached 221,028 but this was fur-
ther increased in 2004 to a record
289,158.

Reachout Trust has a good rela-
tionship with the media and under-
takes a number of media interviews
each year, being called on by re-
searchers for a wide range of sub-
jects. Representatives appear regu-
larly on news items, 'chat shows'
and documentaries covering all
areas in the cults, occult and new
age. When stories, such as the first
‘approved’ Satanist in the Navy, are
reported on, many newspapers and
TV programmes request information
and interviews. These do not always
bring direct responses to Reachout
Trust, although it does make us
known. It also enables a 'Christian’
perspective to be placed on the
items of news people are talking
about. This is a demanding avenue
of work and we would welcome the
help of people who feel they would
like to join us to work in this area.

The Cults

This type of ministry, which
seeks to uphold Biblical truth, has a
long and noble history and has
always been at the very centre of
what the church is about, saving
souls and championing the true
Christian message.

From the beginning the church
has had to combat error. Paul
combatted the cult of Gnosticism in
his day (Colossians 2: 8,18,19) as
did the apostle John (1 John).
Church leaders frequently fought
against the doctrines of salvation
by works, or by faith in religious
systems and secret initiation. In the

pwakel to the
Watchtoweyr

An investigation into the beliefs and
practices of the Jehovah’s Witnesses

Doug Harris
Reachout Trust

first few centuries of church history
the work of firming up, and of
clearly defining the faith once
delivered, happened largely in
response to the threat of error both
from outside and inside the church.

Classic examples include:

EBIONISM - A second century
form of Unitarianism, that denied
the deity of Christ, taught law
keeping, and often practised cir-
cumcision. This was a Judaistic
heresy that sought to go back to
the law and preserve monotheism
by denying the trinity. Men and
women are naturally drawn to a
religious system that promises
salvation by good works. A mixture
of grace and works is a primary
characteristic of the cults.

MONTANISM - A charismatic
heresy that, like the Mormons,
taught continuing revelation which
carried equal weight with Scripture,
practised a form of blood atone-
ment which assigned sin  -atoning
power to martyrdom, and encour-
aged a spiritual elitism, claiming to
be a new breed of super -Christians
(the only true church).

ARIANISM - a Fourth century
heresy that, like Jehovah's Wit-
nesses, taught that Jesus was a

created being, different in essence
from the Father, and therefore not
God.

We are living in a post - Christian
era in which the seeker is faced
with a smorgasbord of new ideas
and spiritual concepts. It is also an
era in which people are not so
confident in the answers offered by
science. People are spiritually
thirsty and willing to consider any
remedy that is different from the
same old formula. Our society is
much like the one into which the
early church was born. It is interna-
tional, pluralistic, where all sorts of
alternative spiritual realities are
made available to the seeker.

With the advent of the New Age
movement and the rise of home-
made religion, spiritual deception is
no longer something that happens
to someone else, somewhere else.
Our neighbours, our friends and
work colleagues are looking to luck,
fortune tellers, Mystic Meg, crys-
tals, tarots, totems, the god within,
the new age to come. Many are,
like most Christians, regretting the
growth of liberalism and the on-
slaught of uncertainty, the over-
whelming cynicism and growing
despair that this world offers. They
are looking for certainty and assur-
ance, hope and comfort and they
are finding them in the dogmatism
of a conservative Mormonism, or in
the doom -laden message of Jeho-
vah's Witnesses, that confirms their
fears and offers escape. They are
also prepared to experiment with all
kinds of spirituality to find the roots
that are often felt to be missing in
their lives. It is the role of the
Christian church to be a light -
bearer in the darkness and confu-
sion. It is the calling of the Chris-
tian to "contend for the faith that
was once for all entrusted to the
saints."

Church history is replete with
stories of those who contended for
the faith. Our spiritual forebears

fought hard for eternal truths
cherished by today's believers.
Tomorrow's believers will inherit

what we contend for today.

The Church

We are sometimes referred to as
a para -church organisation. As an
organisation, of course, that is what
we are. Reachout is not a church,
but neither are we separate from,
or in addition to, the Christian
community. We are Christians first
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and foremost who see our role in the
body as that of watchmen. The way
we fulfil that role is in organisations
like Reachout, just as those called to
mission form missionary societies.

People who escape the cults need
a new spiritual home. God's provi-
sion for all new Christians is the
church. Members of Reachout Trust
are members of the local church and
Reachout always seeks to work
closely with local church leaders.
From the beginning it has been very
important to have a network of
church contacts across the country.
As people have come to Reachout
for help we have in turn sought to
‘plant’ them in an appropriate fel-
lowship. Reachout is often simply a
first point of contact leading to more
appropriate  ministry within the
church and even professional help in
a counselling setting.

The Future

The popular perception of cults is
as a small but potentially dangerous
feature of the spiritual landscape. In
many instances this kind of thinking
is out of date and much too small.
They are no longer obscure groups,
or "tinpot operations". Many of them
are now large and substantial, and

extremely wealthy compared with
their, often humble, beginnings. It
is clear that they expect to develop
in this millennium with greater
strength and influence. We must
match their growth and develop-
ment and learn to combat the
modern cult in a modern way.

The Need

There is an urgent need for
Christians to be equipped to meet
the challenges of the modern world.
People are needed to act as com-
forters to the hurt and wounded,
bringers of fresh hope to the disillu-
sioned, friends to the betrayed and
truth -tellers to the
Churches need to act as communi-
ties of refuge where there is shelter
and safety for the vulnerable, life
and hope for the lost, and sound
teaching and gentle discipling for
the many who need correcting and
direction.

Reachout Trust seeks to provide
that equipping through a training
programme designed to teach
individuals and churches. Through
seminars and workshops we bring
to the Christian community special-
ist knowledge, gained from first
hand experience, that will arm

deceived.

Christians for the battle for truth

that rages in our society. By means

of newsletters, fact sheets, books,
audio and video -tapes, as well as
the internet, we share our knowl-
edge and understanding and keep
the church informed of up  -to-the-
minute developments in the minis-

try.

Today the Reachout office works
every day to co -ordinate the efforts
of our representatives across the
country, to put those in need in
touch with those in ministry. Litera-
ture leaves the office daily to meet
a growing demand for information.

We are, then, those who in
Christian love, often having experi-
enced ourselves life in a cult, wish
to come alongside, advise, pray
with and otherwise help cult mem-
bers and their families and friends.
Just as people who have lost loved
ones through disease may feel
impelled to set up a medical trust
to further the work of research and
treatment, so we are those who
work to help those trapped in what
many perceive as spiritually abu-
sive systems. As far as our experi-
ence and knowledge takes us, as
God leads, we help and minister. E

DEBBIE BRITTON

Director Debbie Britton writes:

| would like to introduce myself
and give you a brief insight as to
how | became involved with
Reachout Trust. | live in Gorleston,
Great Yarmouth, Norfolk, and
have been married to Peter Brit-
ton for 9 years.

It seems a long time ago
since 1987! That was my first
encounter with Reachout Trust. |
saw an advert in the local paper
advertising the showing of a film
called OWitnesses
a Friday evening, followed by an
all day seminar on the Saturday
in Ipswich Suffolk.

| had been praying for help
from the Lord as my best friend
was being visited
Witnesses, and | knew nothing
about their doctrines, having only
been a Christian a few years and
di dnot know my

ther. | was therefore unable to an-
swer her questions on comparing
differences between Christianity
and Watchtower teachings. So this
was an answer to my prayers!

Since that time on, our Lord

has led me to meet several X
by h dedlodsa hWist nesses atapding dythes (EFSEXy |Rgachout
e

We began a support group for
Christians interested in praying for,
and reaching out to, those in the

Bi b | eculis,eandyfor thosd who had come

out of a cult. We occasionally met
with the Essex Reachout Group
(Sue Judd) and others having a
day away in Colchester hosted by
Mike & Brenda Emm. This was
great fellowship and very encour-
aging. We were greatly

\N\L blessed by all those we

met. Some have since
g gone to be with our Lord
;and we miss them, espe-
cially Brenda, pictured on
the left.

Nine years ago, | moved
to Nor folk and
| long before Derek Ware
phoned to ask me to make
f contact with Abbigail &
Paul Charles, (ex -
Mormons) - who had been

Group led by Sue Judd - but had
recently moved to Norwich and
wanted to join the Reachout
Group.
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Derek phoned again to ask
us to make contact with Dale
Fountain, Mark Payne & Rev
David Farrow 1 all of whom live
in Norfolk. So it seemed easier
to all meet up in Norwich T
hence the Norfolk Group was
born! Abbie & Paul had met
wi t h J Wb s inviti
their home 1 it turned out they
were related to Mark Payne!!

Since that time we have
grown and meet mainly in Nor-
folk, but are willing to travel to
Suffolk for a meeting should
the need arise. It never ceases to
amaze me what a small world we
live in and how the Lord can lead us
to the right people at the right time.
We continue to have JW & Mormon
doorstep encounters and have a
deep concern to win them for Christ.

We have recently been blessed

ng

by learning from someone recently
joining our Group, who is teaching

us about the Muslim faith and how

to reach them for Christ i he origi-
nally comes from Iraq and is a
Chaldean! Having been educated
alongside Muslims, he can speak
Aramaic and recite the Koran, so is

able to teach us how to use the
Bible effectively and how to in-
troduce the real Jesus to Mus-
lims.

A great way to be encouraged
and enjoy excellent teaching
and fellowship is to attend our
annual Reachout Convention in

Northampton next year T start
saving now!
We produce our own local

prayer letter and if you would

like to receive it and pray for

us; we would love to hear from

you and appreciate your
prayers.

May | encourage you, if you
feel you are called to this ministry
in any way, pray about it and ask
the Lord to bring people alongside
you. You will be amazed at what He
may do! E

This is from our 8th Newsletter in September 1986 - still produced on our BBC Computer, printed and photocopied on a mas-
sive machine that used to reside on our upstairs landing.
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