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The Reachout Story

Reachout Trust is an interna-
tional evangelical Christian min-
istry that upholds mainstream
biblical truth and builds bridges
to those in the cults, occult and
new age. Its logo, shown on the
front page, seeks to express this
fact. The work is accomplished
through individuals and churches
called of God to fulfil the task in
their area. Roots of the work go
back to the early 1980’'s when
Doug Harris was challenged
while watching 35,000 Jehovah's
Witnesses entering the local
Rugby Ground. The Trust was
registered with the Charity Com-
missioners in June 1986.

The Sory So Far

It is sobering to reflect that the
day you stepped out with some
tracts and a handful of friends
you started something that would
grow to national proportions.
Reachout Trust began in 1982 as
a local outreach to Jehovah's
Witnesses. From a single initia-
tive, by a handful of people, a a
Witness convention in Twicken-

ham the Trust has grown to be-
come a nation wide ministry to
those in the cults, the occult and
the New Age movement. Over
the years we have taken on re-
sponsibilities, met needs, and de-
veloped in ways that were never
envisaged in those early days.
No one sat down and said, "why
don't we see if we can achieve
this?' The ministry can truly be
said to have evolved until today
we are one of the foremost
Christian groupsin our field.

The first newdetter was pro-
duced in 1984, was four pages
long and photocopied, and had a
run of a few hundred. Today's
is sixteen pages and
growing and goes out to severa
thousand individuals and
churches across the country. It is
our main organ of communica-
tion and seeks to keep people in-
formed and equipped for what
they face on their doorstep or
high street.

The first Reachout convention
was held in New Malden Baptist
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Church in 1984. After that it
moved to Kingstanding Elim
Church until 1991 when we held
it at the Wycliffe Centre at High
Wycombe. Having outgrown that
venue we moved in 1996 to the
Pioneer Centre near Wolver-
hampton. From
a handful of
‘interested’ peo-
ple at that first
meeting we
have grown to :
over a hundred?
attending a full |
weekend
seminars every
November 2004
saw a landmark |
20th Convention
and proved successful with semi-
nars on Developing the Ministry,
Defining "Salvation™, True Chris-
tian Communion and the need to
be a peculiar people.

-
of | [

In 2005 we found ourselves mov-
ing back - or is that forward? - to
the significantly expanded Wy-
cliffe Centre and it has been alit-
tle like coming home. Seminars

2 :
onwWention
““n_.r"l E f__-'”_::l

and workshops typically cover al
the main cults including, of
course, Mormons and Jehovah's
Witnesses, but also other groups
such as the Children of God,
Freemasonry, Moonies etc. We
also provide instruction in deal-
ing with the oc-
cut and the
New Age and
‘have included
counselling
workshops and
2 teaching on de-
" liverance.

|A landmark in
the growth of
" |Reachout was

the introduction,
in 1988, of the Action Pack. This
has been a specia blessing over
the years and has contributed sig-
nificantly to meeting our finan-
cia needs. Especialy gratifying
has been the fact that it gives us
the opportunity to give something
practical to those who give to us.
This partnership scheme means
that the giver isentitled to receive
regularly free or discounted
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Reachout resources from books
to videos to regular publications.

The Task

Oursisaministry of discernment
and apologetics and our primary
role is ‘truth-telling’. However,
we have developed beyond sim-
ply publishing and distributing
information. One area in which
we have been particularly suc-
cessful and effectiveisin recruit-
ing people, many from cult back-
grounds themselves, to represent
Reachout ‘on the ground’, to be
Reachout in their location.

Our system of having
IS unique in this ministry in the
UK and is a mgor contributory
factor in our growth and success.
These people who represent
Reachout in their locality are a
help to the local church and a
first point of contact for those
seeking the help Reachout pro-
vides. Through their different
talents and experiences Associ-
ates are able to provide training
for the local church, specialised
insights into the world of the

cults, and sympathetic support
for those seeking freedom and
truth.

Where possible our Associates
are encouraged to work closely
together in their regions under a
regional leader who co-ordinates
their efforts and is responsible
for training etc. Praying together,
sharing problems and ideas, and
encouraging one another builds
strength, encourages commit-
ment and makes Reachout a real
local resource?

Reachout continues to evolve
and we face new challenges al-
most daily. Managing and train-
ing a growing number of people,
and maintaining and enhancing
the reputation of Reachout in an
increasingly demanding minis-
try, means finding new, more ef-
ficient ways forward. In these
challenging times we seek to de-
fine more clearly what we do and
how we do it. To help in this
work a 'ministry team' is being
developed to look at all aspects
of the ministry, from literature to
training to how we should re-
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spond to developments in the
constantly changing world of the
cults.

2004 saw the publication of

published Audrey Harper's testi-
mony book Bance With th(_el

a harrowing account of
one person’'s experiences in the
occult. It has been controversial

"“"REASONED and we have

d had our critics

DEE.IE::?:E Shﬂuld but we fed it

: : Clll‘lstl_ﬂns. is important
e e Apologise? that  people
Wit E gl i el - like  Audrey

o] asiud Bl 7

Provaigsr Thasl weiors
Is Wirichoralt Danpernsg 7
Prompenify Dischrine

-

Should Christians Apologise| a

have the op-
portunity  to
tell their story,
and important
that others
hear them. We
also continue
to find popular

Doug Harris Iehovah's Wit-|

pbook that snows every Christian
that apologetics is something we
al need to learn, and that equips
every Christian to begin that
process of learning and gaining
in confidence in their witnessing.
IThe Reasoned Defence|series of
booklets begin to address some
of the key issues Christians
might meet and have proved a
handy reference tool. We also re-

hesses, Their Bellefs and Prac-
tices as well as,
Gold-Plated Religion,|the defini-
tive British books on these
groups. A full catalogue is avail-
able for download.

In 2004 we also saw an increase
of 30.8% in the number of peo-
ple reached. Much of this is ac-
counted for by the continuing
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development of our web site. A
new version of the web site was
produced in 1994 and has proved
very popular. Our presence on
the world-wide-web can now be
said to make a significant differ-
ence in the number of people we
can reach. 1998 saw us reach
104,746, while 2001 saw this
figure increase to 188,337. In
2003 we reached 221,028 but
this latest increase has seen us
reach a record 289,158 people in
1994,

Reachout Trust has a good rela-
tionship with the media and un-
dertakes a number of media in-
terviews each year, being called
on by researchers for a wide
range of subjects. Representa
tives appear regularly on news
items, ‘chat shows' and documen-
taries covering all areas in the
cults, occult and new age. When
stories, such as the first
‘approved’ Satanist in the Navy
are reported on, many newspa
persand TV programmes request
information and interviews.
These do not always bring direct

responses to Reachout Trust, al-
though it does make us known. It
also enable a 'Christian' perspec-
tive to be placed on the items of
news people are talking about.
This is a demanding avenue of
work and we would welcome the
help of people who feel they
would like to join us to work in
this area.

The Cults

This type of ministry, which
seeks to uphold biblical truth,
has a long and noble history and
has always been at the very cen-
tre of what the church is about,
saving souls and championing
the true Christian message.

From the beginning the church
has had to combat error. Paul
combated the cult of Gnosticism
in his day (Colossians 2:
8,18,19) as did the apostle John
(1 John). Church leaders fre-
guently fought against the doc-
trines of salvation by works and
by faith in religious systems and
secret initiation. In the first few
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centuries of church history the
work of firming up and of
clearly defining the faith once
delivered happened largely in re-
sponse to the threat of error both
from outside and inside the
church.

Classic examplesinclude:
EBIONISM - A second century
form of Unitarianism, that de-
nied the deity of Christ, taught
law keeping, and often practised
circumcision. This was a Judais-
tic heresy that sought to go back
to the law and preserve mono-
theism by denying the trinity.
Men and women are naturally
drawn to a religious system that
promises salvation by good
works. A mixture of grace and
works is a primary characteristic
of the cults.

MONTANISM - A charismatic
heresy that, like the Mormons,
taught continuing revelation
which carried equal weight with
scripture, practised a form of
blood atonement which assigned
sin-atoning power to martyrdom,
and encouraged a spiritual elit-

ism, claiming to be a new breed
of super-Christians (the only true
church).

ARIANISM - a Fourth century
heresy that, like Jehovah's Wit-
nesses, taught that Jesus was a
created being, different in es
sence from the Father, and there-
fore not God.

We are living in a post-christian
era in which the seeker is faced
with a smorgasbord of new ideas
and spiritual concepts. It is also
an erain which people are not so
confident in the answers offered
by science. People are spiritually
thirsty and willing to consider
any remedy that is different from
the same old formula. Our soci-
ety is much like the one into
which the early church was born.
It is international, pluradistic,
where al sorts of alternative
spiritual realities are made avail-
able to the seeker.

With the advent of the New Age
movement and the rise of home-
made religion, spiritual decep-
tion is no longer something that
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happens to someone else, some-
where else. Our neighbours, our
friends and work colleagues are
looking to luck, fortune tellers,
Mystic Meg, crystals, tarots, to-
tems, the god within, the new
age to come. Many are, like most
Christians, regretting the growth
of liberalism and the ondaught
of uncertainty, the overwhelming
cynicism and growing despair
that this world offers. They are
looking for certainty and assur-
ance, hope and comfort and they
are finding them in the dogma-
tism of a conservative Mormon-
ism, or in the doom laden mes-
sage of Jehovah's Witnesses that
confirms their fears and offers
escape. They are also prepared to
experiment with al kinds of
spirituality to find the roots that
are often felt to be missing in
their lives. It is the role of the
Christian church to be a light
bearer in the darkness and confu-
son. It is the caling of the
Christian to "contend for the
faith that was once for all en-
trusted to the saints."

Church history is replete with
stories of those who contended
for the faith. Our spiritual fore-
bears fought hard for eternal
truths cherished by today's be-
lievers. Tomorrow's believers
will inherit what we contend for
today.

The Church

We are sometimes referred to as
a para-church organisation. As
an organisation, of course, that is
what we are. Reachout is not a
church, but neither are we sepa-
rate from, or in addition to the
Christian community. We are
Christians first and foremost who
see our role in the body as that of
watchmen. The way we fulfil
that role is in organisations like
Reachout, just as those called to
mission form missionary socie-
ties.

People who escape the cults need
a new spiritual home. God's pro-
vison for al new Christians is
the church. Members of
Reachout Trust are members of
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the local church and Reachout
aways seeks to work closely
with local church leaders. From
the beginning it has been very
important to have a network of
church contacts across the coun-
try. As people have come to
Reachout
for hep
we havein
t urn
sought to
‘plant’
them in an
appropri-
ate fellow-
ship.
Reachout
is  often
smply a
first point of contact leading to
more appropriate ministry within
the church and even professional
help in a counselling setting.

The Future

The popular perception of cults
is as a small but potentially dan-
gerous feature of the spiritual
landscape. In many instances

this kind of thinking is out of
date and much too small. They
are no longer obscure groups, or
"tinpot operations’. Many of
them are now large and substan-
tial, and extremely wealthy com-
pared with their, often humble,
begin-
nings. It is
clear that
they expect
to develop
in this mil-
lennium
w i t h
greater
strength
and influ-
ence. We
m u st
match their growth and develop-
ment and learn to combat the
modern cult in a modern way.

The Need

There is an urgent need for
Christians to be equipped to
meet the challenges of the mod-
ern world. People are needed to
act as comforters to the hurt and
wounded, bringers of fresh hope
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to the disillusioned, friendsto the
betrayed and truth-tellers to the
deceived. Churches need to act
as communities of refuge where
there is shelter and safety for the
vulnerable, life and hope for the
lost, and sound teaching and gen-
tle discipling for the many who
need correcting and direction.

Reachout Trust seeks to provide
that equipping through a training
programme designed to teach in-
dividuals and churches. Through
seminars and workshops we
bring to the Christian community
specialist knowledge, gained
from first-hand experience, that
will arm Christians for the battle
for truth that rages in our society.
By means of newsdletters, fact
sheets, books, audio and video-
tapes, as well as the internet, we
share our knowledge and under-
standing and keep the church in-
formed of up-to-the-minute de-
velopments in the ministry.

Today the Reachout office works
every day to co-ordinate the ef-
forts of our representatives

across the country, to put those
in need in touch with those in
ministry. Literature leaves the
office daily to meet a growing
demand for information.

We are, then, those who in
Christian love, often having ex-
perienced ourselves lifein a cult,
wish to come alongside, advise,
pray with and otherwise help cult
members and their families and
friends. Just as people who have
lost loved ones through disease
may feel impelled to set up a
medical trust to further the work
of research and treatment, so we
are those who work to help those
trapped in what many perceive
as gpiritualy abusive systems.
As far as our experience and
knowledge takes us, as God
leads, we help and minister.
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